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By CAP’N BILLY BRYANT 


Point Pleasant, Va. 
It is not easy to write an obituary 
on something you dearly love. 
However, that’s about what it will 
have to be as far as the Bryants 


Only 3 Show Boats Left Where 14 Once 
Plied the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers 


+ 





' Actor Slaps Mont’! Crick; 


| Latter Demands Apology 


Montreal, Feb. 27. 
| Roland Cote, theatre and night 





i i 








| 
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Spotlighting of picture censor-} 


| Ship issues via the recent “Miracle” | Estimate $2,000,000 


' and “Oliver Twist” cases is disturb- | 


|ing much of the A i ic in- | 
: ae ieee | Eddy Duchin, pianist-bandleader | 


| dustry, particularly the importers 


| of foreign films. They see the 


are concerned. Maybe it is because | elyb critic for Le Canada, received | hudiahsine that the twe Sime have 


I never knew anything else in life 


cause the river has given us such 
famous stars as Sol Smith Russell, 
Jenny Lind under Barnum’s man- 
agement, Mark Twain, the Chap- 
man Shakespearean Family and 
Red Skelton, who once worked on 
the Cotton Blossom Show Boat for 
$15 a week. 

At one time there were at least 


14 Show Boats plying the Ohio and should the feud reach the court | types of restrictions. 


Mississippi rivers. Today, the 
Goiden Rod, under the successful 
management of Capt. Bill Menke, 
now in its 15th year in St. Louis, 
and the Majestic that was recently 
operated by the students of Kent 
Ohio University, are all that is left 
of the once grand fleet of Floating 
Theatres. And the true pioneers 
of the Show Boat, such at Price’s 
Water Queen, French’s New Sensa- 
tion, Emerson’s Grand Floating 
Palace, etc., have long since joined 
the list of Vanishing Americans. 
We, ourselves, first felt the pinch 
of business when Al Jolson came 
around the bend singing “Mammy” 
via radio. Then came the soap 
operas, the talkies, bingo and a 
striptease at Joe’s place up the 
hollow, which brought about com- 
parisons and criticisms—something 
we had never before experienced 
along the river. And if you have 
never been criticized in a river 


way, by a battery of rocks hitting | 


the side of a Show Boat after a 
poor performance, with someone 
yelling, “Stay away from the win- 
dows,” you have missed something 
in life. 

Criticism today has become the 
third largest industry in Show 
Business because it takes the least 
Capital to go into business. 

Then came the CIO and the 
American Federation of Labor, 
Which organized the rivers. There 
Was a time whenever we needed a 

(Continued on page 63) 


DAGMAR AUDITIONING 
FOR DISK JOCK STINT 


a nee Lewis, “Dagmar” of NBC- 
b 'S “Broadway Open House,” is 
ig auditioned by WNBC, N. Y., 
Sh, a bedtime disk jockey stint. 
tong created by Steve White, will 
ave Dagmar in her malaprop char- 
acterization read and answer 
yr iioage _Mail between platters. 
wid will be a kind of reply to 
come King’s “Lonesome Gal” tran- 
agen in that Dagmar will typify 
© Unlonesome” femme. 
er lans are to sked the series 
oSs-the-board at 12:05-12:30 a.m., 


fol] 





shucdienne on the Jerry Lester 
13-95 WNBT, which signs off at 
Mowers ta will make a pitch for 
WNBC. ty) mega * Dagmar on 


Owing Miss Lewis’ chores as’ 


1 el ‘a few slaps last Thursday (22) | 
but the river, or maybe it is be-| when playwright-actor Jean Louis | 


| Roux attacked him in a local cafe 
for panning the latter’s new play, 
i“‘Rose Latulippe.” Incident has 
'drawn plenty of attention both to 
|Cote and the play, and the French 
'Canadian theatrical fraternity has 
generally rallied to Cote’s side, 
'supporting his opinion, which was 
shared by most other critics, 


stage. 
In true French style, Cote has 


‘sent a letter through his lawyer, | 


|demanding a formal apology from 


Roux or the alternative of a $5,000 
suit. 


| 
| 
| 





| 
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Tele Taking To 
~ Munch-Crunch 


Coupled with the revelation that 
| the Radio City Music Hall, N. Y.— 
| last of the holdouts among the na- 
| tion’s top showcases—has_ suc- 
|cumbed to the blandishments of the 
|candy-popcorn concessionaires, it 
| now appears that television is mov- 
|ing into the business, too. 


| Understood that NBC is in the 
‘process of negotiating a deal for 
| the concession rights at all the net- 
| work studios (including owned-and- 


| operated stations) throughout the 
| country, including the ex-legit the- 
atres in N. Y. now taken over by 


| NBC. 
| The Music Hall has “gone candy” 
without fanfare or announcement. 
It’s reported that the Sarnoff fam- 
ily (RCA) is tied in with the Music 
Hall concession, although confirma- 
tion is lacking. 

While a number of studios now 
have vending machines, these are 
strictly for employees rather than 
the public. 

That the television networks and 
stations have become close students 
of theatre_operation is also evi- 
denced by the first move of KLAC- 
TV on the Coast, which leased the 
Beverly Hills Music Hall to convert 
it to a video theatre. 

When renovations are completed 
house will have 500 seats—plus 
popcorn and candy units in the 
lobby. 


Gilda Gray’s Comeback 


Milwaukee, Feb. 27. 
Gilda Gray returns to the scene 











‘comeback after a long retirement. 
| Shimmy dancer has opened at 
‘the Melody Club here for two 
_weeks. She’s doing her old act, 


iwith some “new” trimmings. 


of her first triumphs to make a, 


blown up as tightening the band of 
| Federal, state, municipal and pres- 


| Sure-group censorship around all 


| future pictures. 


While both the “Miracle” and 
| “Twist” issues grew out of offenses 
'to religious groups, industryites are 
| of the opinion that narrowing in- 
| terpretations of various bluenose 
| codes will mean tightening of all 
They see this 
{/as coming at an unfortunate time 
|economically, when the picture 
| business n ..freedom for as 
| adult treatment as possible of film 
| subject matter to meet competition 
|of other forms of entertainment 
and offset broad apathy by the pub- 
lic toward pix in general. 

The cause celebre which the 
Catholic Church has made of “The 
Miracle,” it is feared, will particu- 
larly encourage caution by the 
' blue-pencil wielders. It was passed 
| by the U. S. Customs and then the 
New York State censors, who were 
reversed by their parent body, the 
| Board of Regents. 








TIGHTER CENSORSHIP OF PIX 











Estate Left by Duchin 


|who died two weeks ago, left an 
| estate of “more than $500,000” to his 
| widow and son, according to his, 
| will filéd in New York surrogate | 
' court last week. It’s estimated that | 
| the full value of Duchin’s estate | 
‘is around $2,000,000 before taxes. | 
' Duchin bequeathed $50,000 to 
| his wife besides giving her one- 
half of the estate and assorted 
| works of art and household fur- 
| nishings. She was also named, 
|executor and guardian of Duchin’s 
| 13-year-old son, Peter, who was the 
child of his first marriage, to Mar- 
|jorie Oelrichs, whom he married | 
|in 1935. She died two days after | 
{the birth of the boy. Latter was 
| left the other half of Duchin’s es- 
| tate. 


Lendhands's Sock 
306 in 4 1-Niters 


Guy Lombardo’s orch, which 
‘exited the Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y., 








Not only is the “Miracle” case | ais 
| expected to make the Customs and | pen eg eS eA ry by oo ae oy 


|'N. Y. censors more wary, but the ‘racking up a gross of almost $30,- 


| Motion -Picture Assn. of America’s 
| Production Code Administration as | 
| well. MPAA was not involved in | 
ithe “Miracle” situation since film 


| (Continued on page 54). 


N.Y. Palace May 
Revert to 2-a-Day 
Policy in May 


Palace theatre, N. Y., is mulling 
a return to two-a-day policy with 
names on an experimental basis. 
Dan Friendly, RKO talent booker, 
is planning the change in May for 
ithe second anni of its return to 
stageshows. 

Selection of the anni as the tee- 
off for the experiment is cued to 
the idea that it will be easier to | 
'get desired talent at that time. | 
Under a two-a-day policy, it would | 
also be possible to get a lineup of 
upper bracket performers who have 
been passing up vauders because 
of the necessity of strenuous four 
shows or more schedules. 

With two-a-day, it would also be | 
possible to hold over some bills, 
thus overcoming the talent scar- 
‘city situation. 

It would be the first two-a-day | 
| vaude en Broadway since the legit- ' 
vaude revues 10 years ago. The| 
Palace started its career with two- 
a-day policy, later, reverting to. 














i continuous performances., i 


000 in its first four dates. Ames 
Bros. are touring with Lombardo. 

After playing Convention Hall, 
Atlantic City, for a flat fee at the 
National Educational Assn. conven- 
tion last Wednesday (21), l.om- 
bardo’s crew pulled $9,300 Thurs- 
day at the Mosque, Richmond, Va.; 
$8,300 at Memorial Auditorium, 
Raleigh, Va., Fridayy $8,900 at the 
Municipal Auditorium, Birming- 
ham, Saturday, and $3,100 in Con- 


‘vention Hall, Sheffield, Ala., Sun- 


day. Latter hall only seated 1,700 | 
Lombardo has been signed for a 
series of 70 dates in a nationwide 
tour that will take his crew down 
the east coast to Florida and then 
to Texas and the midwest hefore 
coming back to New York. Lom- 
bardo is working the dates in a con- 
cert format, with dancing to be al- 
lowed at only a couple of spots. 





Mistinguett’s U.S. Dates 


Paris, Feb. 27. 

Mistinguett, perennial French 
musical comedy star, will play her , 
first dates in America in many | 
years. The 74-year-old dancer has | 
been signed to open tomorrow 
(Wed.) at the Montmartre, Mont-' 
real, at $3,500 weekly, for two’ 
weeks. She’s slated to hit the U. S. . 
March 15 for other engagements 
being lined up. | 

Mistinguett will appear on Amer- 


RECENT FURORE Radio-TV’s ‘Annie Oakleys’ Shooting 
KEY TO CURBS Holes in Boxoffice, Exhibs Squawk 


Broadway showmen, particularly 
the filmhouse managers, are be- 


| coming increasingly disturbed over 


the “free ducat’” competition from 
radio and more notably television 
shows. 

With an awareness that “you 
can’t compete with a free ticket,” 
the Broadway impresarios doing 
business through the regular box- 
office channels see each and every 
studio attendee at a_ radio-TV 
origination as a potential customer 
who’s been shied away by the lure 
of cuffo ducats. 

To a lesser degree the same 
thing holds in major radio-TV key 
cities where local attractions on 
television have become the hottest 
commodities in town, and where the 
demand for free studio tickets in- 
variably finds a six-month waiting 
list. But the real villain in the 
case, adding.up to millions of cus- 
tomers a year, is New York-origi- 
nating TV, plus radio’s quiz and 
audience participation hold on the 
free ducat fraternity. 

It’s estimated that NBC and CBS 
Gotham-originating shows alone 
will result in an 8,000,600 free tix 
distribution in 1951. Last year 
NBC alone gave away 2,950,000 tix, 
but that was before the opening of 
the Center theatre studio, which 
is packing ’em in at the rate of 
2,500 (plus standees) a perform- 
ance for the “Big Show” Sunday 
night fiesta, the brace of Saturday 
night “Hit Parade” shows on AM 
and TV (which alone accounts for 
5,000 persons per Saturday, or 2,- 
500,000 a year). The ‘Firestone 
Hour” and Wednesday night “Four 
Star Theatre” TV originations will 


(Continued on page 54) 


PAR’S COLOR TV EYED 
OR MILITARY PURPOSES 


Washington, Feb. 27. 

Paramount stands to get plenty 
of military orders for its system of 
color television cur-ently under de- 
velopment. What application the 
system has to military purposes is 
being kept a closely-guarded secret, 
but top armed forces brass who 
have witnessed demonstrations of 
the color are reportedly vitally in- 





| terested in it for the war effort. 


Details of the system, on which 
Par has been working with a New 
England engineering firm for sev- 
eral years, are still under wraps 
but it’s known to be applicable both 
to theatre TV, in which Par sup- 
posedly is interested primarily and 
to home video. It’s expected that 
any commercial application, be- 
cause of the war, will await the de- 
cision of the armed forces on how 
much equipment will be needed for 
military purposes. 

Anticipated financial success of 
the color TV recalls Par’s coup in 


ican dates under auspices of Lou buying into DuMont Labs when 
Liebish, who'll act as her personal |that company was first organized. 
manager during this tour. Dates Film company purchased DuMont’s 
will be lined up by the Leon New- entire block of B stock at a price 
man agency. She’s being accom- of $565,000. Stock is now worth 
— on her tour by Nino Car- | about $12,000,000 on the open mar- 
e a i ket. 


Sian 
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TV-ed Pix Not Subject to Censoring 
By State, Local Boards, High Ct. Rules 


+ 


| 
Govt. Taps Rivkin For | 


Washington, Feb. 27. 
Televised motion pictures are not 


subject to censorship by either 
state or local censorship boards, | 
the U. S. Supreme Court said in| 


effect vesterday (26). 

It was the first High Court deter- 
mination of any case in which this 
issue was involved. 

Actually, the Supreme Court 
ruled only by indirection. It re- 
fused to hear an appeal from lower 
courts which found the Pennsyl- 
vania State Board of Motion Pic- 
ture Censors could not pre-censor 
films shown on video—whether or 
not such telecasts originated with- 
in the state. 

Thus, the ruling of the U. S. 3rd 
circuit court of appeals stands un 
challenged. It is the law until and 
unless, at some future date, the 
Supreme Court should step in and 
rule to the contrary on a similar 
case. The High Court action dces 
not affect the authority of loczl 
and state boards to pre-censor 
films shown in theatres. The mo- 
tion picture industry has not yet 
succeeded in overturning that au- 
thority. 

The case was appealed to the 
Supreme Court Dec. 4+ by the Penn- 
svlvania Board of Censors. Fight- 
ing the board were five large TV 
station operators—Phileo, WCAU 
and WFIL-TY, all of Philadelphia; 
Allen B. DuMont, 1n Pittsburgh; 
and WGAL-TV in Lanvaster. They 
won in the U. S. district court and 
were upheld by the 3rd circuit. 

On Oct. 9 last, the Supreme 
Court refused to take an appeal in 
another Pennsylvania televis.on 
case, in which state censorship was 
charged. In this one the State 
Liquor Control Board ruled that 
taprooms showing video would 
have to pay for an additional li- 
cense. The state’s power was up- 
held. 





Mysteriously Missing 
Irvin Marks Found in Fla. 


Mysterious disappearance almost 
six years ago of agent-showman 
Irvin Marks was recently solved 
by Jack Sadowsky, New York 
wholesale dress manufacturer 
married to Trini, Spanish dancer- 
star of former Shubert revues. The 
manufacturer encountered Marks 
in Jacksonville, Fla., by accident. 
At first the former Broadway and 
Paris showman denied his identity 
but finally agreed to return to 
Broadway. The Shuberts have 
promised him a job. 

‘jarks was longtime Continental 
ren. headquartered in Paris, for 
the Shuberts, Al Woods. David 
Belasco, et al., scouting new plays 
and talent in the European capi- 
tals. He returned to the U. S. pre- 
World War II and was doing okay 
as an agent when he _ suddenly 
‘dropped-out of sight. 

Jack Connelly, the newsreel exec. 
sorgsmith E. Ray Goeiz, Sadowsky 
aod other pals of Marks got the 
FBI interested but somehow he 
couldn't be traced until three years 
aco when Col. Fred Levy en- 
countered Marks in the Brown 
hotel, Louisville, whereupcn the 
snowman fled. Col. Levy later 
wasn't sure it was the right man, 
but in recent weeks Marks ad- 
mitted to Sadowsky that it was he; 
that he was not financially em- 
barrassed; that he merely decided 
to forego his show biz friends and 
find work in another industry. 














Was No Place 
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| 
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Secret Writing Job. 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Allen Rivkin, tapped for secret 
wriling project for the Govern- | 
ment. has departed for Washing- | 
ton, where he’ll remain two weeks | 
for briefing by top policy planners | 
of the State Department. He'll; 
then depart on assignment. 
Details won’t be divulged until 
present security provisions are 
lifted. 








WILL MAHONEY 
THE INIMITABLE 


Just Concluded Two Weeks 











‘Open Letter’ Ads For | 
7 of ‘Unfriendly 10’ | NicoMlet Hotel, Minneapolis 














, 1ATED BOOKING CORP. 
Nixed by 2 Papers Assoc 
New York Times and Washing- ‘ 9¢ 9 
ton Post have nixed advertise- Eve Intruder 
? 
ly 10” sought to insert. Ad. in the! . ‘ 
form of an open letter to the pub- | 
lic. was designed to call attention | in ri s Scars 
tu the U. S. Board of Parole’s re- | 
él panes us the Congressional awards were instituted in 1947, a 
Un-American Activities ( innards Hollywood film has been voted best 
Joseph Gannon, head of the o¢ the year by the British Film 
Times’ advertising acceptance academy. Honor for 1950 went to 
In a subsequent statement, the batten at an Academy gala last 
wives said they tried to resort to a Thursday (22). The previous Holly- 
paid advertisement “because no wood film to win the award was the 
major newspaper carried the news “Best Years of Our Lives” (RKO) 
are serving twice the sentence of award “for the best film embody- 
two of their associates who were ing one or more of the principles 
freed in October. The wives who of the United Nations Charter” was 
tried to buy the space wete Helen given to “Intruder in the Dust” 
Maltz. Sadie L. Ornitz and Cleo was won by another Metro picture. | 
Trumbo. “The Search.” “The Blue Lamp” 
Text of the projected ad out- (Ealing) got first place as the best 
lined a history of the case and} (Continued on page 63) | 
Ads were to have been paid for 
by contributions from friends of 
the “10.” Still in jail and serving | 
out a year's sentence are Alvah; ¢ 96 e ’ 
Harvey,’ ‘Iwo Jima’ Shown 
Maltz. Samuel Ornitz, Dalton Trum- | * hee Naga ete i Lond 
bo, all writers, and Adrian Scott,; The widely | advertised inter: 
producer. Released in October nationa ilm Festival was Inaug 
sale hon this did not affect the enthusiasm 
wae SEES. -of the tourists who have flocked to 
this resort to see the stars. The 
Uruguayan president and his wife 
LIEBMAN, CAESAR, COC 
DICKER FILM PACKAGE members of society attended the 
; opening night at the theatre spe- 
A film package deal that would gjaliy constructed for the festival. 
the star comedians—functions they were to be shown and two films 
now perform on NBC's Your Show which had already been released. 
of Shows” TV_ layout—is being were exhibited, the Uruguayan 
mapped currently, with dickers on documentary, “Life of Artigas” and 
mer in Hollywood, during the tele gations, first to arrive, were pres- 
programs summer hiatus. : ent. Italy's formed by Giacomo 
Milton Mound, attor = oe Rancatti, government rep of the 
man and Caesar, returned to N. Italian film industry; directors 
Leonard Goldstein, U-I producer, ' Loti and Carla del Poggi “ 
‘ ‘ sik ri ggio, Mexico 
“1 jane yer hai A beaten std is represented by Pedro Armen- | 
aft rt Iks that be an 0 "the Coast j datiz, director Roberto Gabaidon 
See Sree ean op 0aSt and producers Gonzalo Elvira and 


ments which the wives of seven of 

fusal to free the seven writers and | London. Feb. 27. 

dept.. said “No comment” when «aj About Eve’é (20th), the award 

of the denial of parole to the men, in 1947. 

Bessie, Jeanne Cole, Susan Law- (M-G). This award was made for | 

asserted that the men had ful- : 7 
Uruguay Film Festival 

Bessie, Lester Cole. Ring Lardner, | 

after serving sixmonth sentences urated Feb. 15 unfavorably under 
Mrs. Matilde Battle Berres, high 

include Max Liebman as producer, Pact changes in the program al- 

with several picture companies. the American pic “Hate Is Blind.” 

from the Coast yesterday ‘Tues.) sjberio Latuada and Augusto Gen- 

last week. Guillermo Calderan. 





the so-called Hollywood “Unfriend- 
one producer who are still in jail | ar the second tam since the 
asked why the ad was rejected. being handed over by Ear] Mount- 
who are not criminals” and who The special United Nations 
son. Frances Lardner, Margaret the first time last. vear when it} 
filled requirements for parole. 
Launched in Downpour; 
Jr.. John Howard Lawson, Albert | 
were Herbert Biberman and Ed- 2 torrential downpour. However, 
officials of the government and 
Sid Caesar and Imogene Coca as tered the order ih which the pix 
Picture would be made this sum- — The Italian and Mexican dele- 
after scouting preliminary offers. nina and screen players Mariella. 
Pictures shown up to and includ-. 








a 














oa ing yesterday (19) were the Brit- 
P m ish film, “Fallen Idol,” “The Pho- 
| Subseription Order Form tographer” (short), “Harvey” (U), 
Mexican pic, “The Porter,” “Sou- 

Enclosed find check for $ venirs Perdus” ‘(French - made), 

One Year “Thundcring Rails” (short), “Sands 

Please send VARIETY for T Y of Iwo Jima (Rep), “Prelude to 

wo years Fame” (British), “Le Petit Soldat” 

eeeeve eevee e eee eeees ees nve eevee ee e (short) and “Orphee,” both French, 

Grease Print tame Peirce, wry and “The Man Without a Face” | 


One Year—$10.00 © 





Canada and Foreign—$1 Additional per Year 


VARIETY nc. 


154 West 46th Street 


COP 640 0606080660000068. 





| 
lo 
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Regular Subscription Rates 


(Mexican-made). | 

The French delegation includes | 
Fourre Cormeray, director general 
of French films industry; Robert | 
Cravenne, Henri Magnan, Raymond 
Artus, Gerald Philippe, Nicole | 
Courcel, Marcelle Derrien, Michel 
Philippe and France Roche. Phyl- 
lis Calvert, Glynis Johns, Duleie | 
Gray, Michael Dennison and direc- ; 


“@eeeeeeeeeeee ee 


| 


Zone. ... State..... 


Two Years—$18.00 


representation. The U. S. will be- 
represented by Joan Fontaine, 
Alexis Smith, Lizabeth Scoit, June 
Haver, Pairicia Neal. Evelyn Keyes 




















New York 19, N. Y. 


. 


s.and Ricardo Mopjajban, 


| the San Fernando Valley where, if 
/you own three leghorns 
| rooster, you got yourself a ranch. 


tor John Sutro make up the British | mony. She will 


-; ya later dropped it, 


Hollywood. | 
It’s early in the morning and [| 
am walki.g along a highway in 


and a 


I am walking along at a Berry 
Wall canter when a big car whizzes 
by and some one throws out a 
newspaper. I amble over and pick 
it up; it turns out to be a New 
York sheet and so, a little later, 
when I arrived at the little hanging 
town of Calabasas I find myself a 
tree and sot down. They ran out 
of rope here years ago, so I have 
no qualms. 

I used to know a lot of New 
York scribes and I am very much 
interested in the newspaper when 
iny eye hits a very disconcerting 
item. This item says that they 
are tearing down the Ritz-Carlton. 
It's a long way from Calabasas to 
the New York Ritz, but my mem- 
ories make the jump in one second 
Eastern Standard Time.’ I used to 
live in New York when beer was 
a nickel and Dowling’s was not a 
bad spot for lunch—good enough 
for anyone. 

The Ritz had a lot of good times 
Wrapped up for me. lit was there 
that the 48th St. Yacht Club held 
all their soirees—and I might add 
they were some soirees. 

It was in the Crystal Room at 
the Ritz-Cartion that I had my 40th 
birthday dinner with James J. 
Walker as toastmaster. That was 
back in 1924. It was in the same 
room we gave Willie Collier a din- 
ner with Bugs Baer the chairman. 
It was there we had a dihner to 


See Widescale Probe 
Of Reds in Radio-TV 
After Hollywood 0.0. 


Washington, Feb. 27. 
A widescale probe of Communist 
charges in radio-FV and Kve thea- 
tre may be undertaken by the 


‘House Un-American Activities Com- 


mittee after it completes the sched- 
uled next installment of its Holly- 
wood investigation. 

A dip into show biz in New York 


‘is inside talk among House Com- 


mittee members who feel Broadway 


‘and Hollywood are so tightly linked 


that if one town is tarred Red, then 
the other must be also. Congress- 
men said there was a_ certain 
amount of evidence in radio, par- 


| ticularly among writers, indicating 


the situation might be the same as 
with certain screenwriters. 
The Hollywood probe will 
concerned primarily with quizzing 
those who were summoned to 


‘Washington in October, 1947, but 


never put on the stand. At least 
10 such persons received subpoenas 
in L. A. last week. For some of 
those who will be questioned, it is 
understood, the committee has re- 
puted Communist Party member- 
ship cards of a few years back. 
The hearings are expected to be 
held on the Coast in about a month. 
A three-man subcommittee will be 
dispatched to take testimony; this 
will include the two Californians 
on the committee, Reps. Donald L. 
Jackson and Clyde Deyle. Veteran 
Representative Francis E. Walter 
may go along as chairman of the 
subcommittee. Walter is interest- 
ed also in reports of infiltration of 
Communisis into the U. S. via the 
Mexican border below San Diego. 
However, Rep. John S. Wood, of 
Georgia, cuairman of the commit- 
tee, said there was a good chance 


the Hollywood hearings might be_ 


postponed because he feels the 


committee should start digging into | 
‘Communist infiltration ipto defense 


industries by way of pinko labor 
unions. For this, a series of hear- 
ings is being set up in the east. 


Wife Sues Dailey 


Topeka, Fcb. 27. 

While he is a patient at the Men- 
ninger Clinic here, film actor Dan 
Dailey is being sued for divorce 
by the former Elizabeth Jane Ho- 
fert. She filed complaint in Los 
Angeles Feb. 20, alleging cruelty 
and asking seg per month ali- 
emand legal - 
tody of a 3-year-old son. —— 

The couple were married in 1942 
while Dailey was in the Army. He 
filed a divorce suit in 1947, but 
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Be It Ever So Humble There 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
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William Degen Weinberger, one of 
New York’s finest. It was there that 
we gave Damon Runyon a big shin. 
dig, with Bugs the boss and Will 
Rogers, O. O. McIntyre, Bert Han. 
lon and S. Jay Kaufman on the 
dais. What the heck, an hote] is 
an hotel is an hot«i and a bed js 
a bed is a bed and the Ritz or the 
Princeton all looked alike to me— 
but that Crystal Room, that was a 
different proposition. 

I have been in all the Ritz Ho- 
tels in the world. I lived at the 
London Ritz with Kaufman. | hung 
out in the Steam Room in the 
Paris Ritz and the Paris Ritz Bar 
with good old Frank Meyers the 
head barman. I lived at the Ritz in 
Philadelphia once for a week and 
every night I had to go to a thea. 
tre and watch Hope Hampton sing 
the lead in “Madame Pompadour.” 
Dillingham and Martin Beck were 
giving her the heave-ho and her 
husband, Jules Brulatour, sent S, 
Jay Kaufman and myself over to 
see the show so we could qualify 
as competent witnesses as to the 
performance of the star whose hus- 
band had loaned the producers a 
mere $75,000. Wilda Bennett sang 
the role in New York. The show 
had run for three years in London, 
It ran for three weeks in Manhat- 
tan. The composer went back to 
Budapest and blew his brains out. 

I have lived in the Ritz, Atlantie 
City, many a time and oft. <nce 
I got myself into a nice jam in the 
Friars card room and as a result 
Was up on charges. When Willie 
Collier learned that Runyon and I 
were down in Atlantic City to see 
a George White “Scandals” open- 


'ing he wired me to come home and 


take care of my own. 
Runyon’s Quickie Speech 

So you see, Ritzes are nothing to 
me, sitting under this tree in Cala- 
basas. I remember how Runyon 
balked when told he wus going to 
have a dinner. He wanted it all 
right, but he was leary of making 
a speech. I had to keep Frank 
Mackin, the mad hatter from Phil- 
adelphia close by for a week befere 
to be sure Runyon wouldn't run 
out on us. He made the speech, 
‘too, a short one. He said, “Ladies 
and Gentlemen, once Mr. and Mrs, 
Vernon Castle were invited to a 
dinner at a swank Long Island 
estate. About 40 sat down to dine, 
Vernon was hardly warm in his 
seat when he was called upon. He 
got up quickly, ‘Ladies and Gentle- 
men,’ he said, ‘I did not come here 
to dance,’ and he sat down. like I 
am sitting down right now.” 

I think of all the work little 
Benny Piermont did. I was the 
Commodore of the 48th St. Yacht 
,Club, but who elected me I don't 
know. The guy who had the invita- 
tions printed generally put his own 
name on top, but from a good time 
_Standpoint those parties were out 
of this world. We always had the 
same band—The Memphis Five. 
Once Harry Akst brought his band 
of 12 from an upstairs party at 
the Ritz to listen to our band. I 
akst Akst to play us a complimen- 
tary number, “Are you crazy, Bill? 
Us follow the Memphis Five?” I 
look through my memory book and 
find the guys that were always 
_there—Charley Pope, Rube Bern- 
stein, Barney Klawans. Jack Puiaski, 
| Walter Donaldson, Mose Gumbie, 
Harry Nelms, A. O. Brown, Van & 
Schenck, Sid Mercer, Walter Ilo- 
ban, Felix Isman, Jerry Hitchcock, 
William Morris, Harry Fitzgerald, 
Billy LaHiff, Ring Lardner and Bal- 
lard MacDonald. 

Maybe I’m not so bad off under 
a tree»in~the little old hanging 
town of Calabasas. 





| DeMille Averts Serious 
Injury During Filming 


Sarasota, Fla., Feb. 27. 

Cecil B. DeMille narrowly ¢s 
caped serious injury Saturday ‘24) 
‘when he was trapped between 4 
moving jeep and a camcra boom. 
Alert crew members stopped the 
machine, but not before the Piura: 
“mount producer-director received 
shoulder injuries, 


Scene of the accident 
Ringling Circus winter quarters, 
where ‘“vne Greri . Siow o8 
i Earth” is nearing, campletion. 2 
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Some Film Execs Fear ‘Film Festival’ 
May Backfire on B.0. Promotion Plan 





Although company prexies last+¢ 


fl 
s - : 
week stamped their okay on the 
“Film Festival” b.o. promotion _ 
start in September, a number o . , | 
cistribution chiefs and publicity-| Ned E. Depinet, RKO president, | 
enthusiasm for it. They take the | Office for the next six weeks. He 


practical view that (1) it will be| 


almost impossible to work out | 
mechanically and (2) it stands a | 
good chance of backfiring and 
permanently hurting rather help- 
ing the b.o. 

Scheme calls for a four-month | 
period into which all companies 
will channel their best films. It 
would be supported by a joint pro- 
gram of institutional and product 
advertising, plus 
publicity drumbeating. 

It was approved by the exec com- 
mittee of the Council of Motion 
Picture Organizations last Novem- 
ber as one of a number of b.o. pro- 
motional plans. After lagging for 
some months because of COMPO’s 
intra-organizational problems, it 
was revived 10 days ago by Arthur 
L. Mayer, exec v.p. of the all-in- 
dustry public relations organiza- 
tion. 

Mayer saw in it a worthwhile 


considerable 


activity in which COMPO could | 


engage at virtually no cost pending 
its getting on a dues-paying basis. 
He thus interested Spyros Skouras, 
20th-Fox prez, and Ned E. Depinet, 
RKO and COMPO prexy, in sup- 
porting it. 

Skouras won the go-ahead from 








Depinet to Coast 


left the past weekend for two 
weeks of business huddles at the | 
studio and thereafter plans a four- 
week vacation in Arizona. 
Depinet will huddle with RKO 
topper Howard Hughes and studio | 
execs on product and release | 
schedules. 





Crowther Rap 
Over Miracle’ 


Stirs MPAA Bd. 


Column by New York Times’ | 
critic, Bosley Crowther, Sunday 
(25), has at least part of the board 





TV EYES $250,000,000 IN OLD PIX 





FIGURE BASED ON 
1995-45 FILMS 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Eight major motion picture com- 
panies—Metro, 20th-Fox, Para- 
mount, Warners, RKO, Columbia, 
Universal, and Republic—are sit- 
ting on a gold horde estimated at 
nearly $250,000,000 in potential 
gross, revenue from television. This 
figure is based on negatives in the 
vaults of pictures made and re- 
leased in the 11 years from 1935 
through 1945. 

The stockpile includes 4,057, 
features and more than 6,000 one 
and two-reel shorts released over 
the 1l-year span. Many top-budget 
productions made and released | 
since 1945 are considered to have 
substantial reissue values for the- 
atrical use during the next five 
years, although westerns and pro- 
gram pictures of late years could | 
be piped into the video field. Only | 
a small portion of films made and 
released prior to 1935 are suitable 
for TV release, but westerns and 
action dramas of that era would 
hold possibilities of potential | 
grosses due to being undated by 
styles of the era. 





Transfusion for Executive Pix Ranks, 


And It's Mostly With New Blood 


> 


* Two appointments at Paramount 
during the past couple weeks and 
the acquisition of control of United 
Artists by a new management 
group mark an unusual spurt of 
young blood into top-echelon in- 
dustry posts. It in part meets the 
strong criticism heard in the past 
few years that the business has 
been suffering from a _ predomi- 
nance of “first generation” old- 
sters. 

Paramount’s move is expected to 
be followed by similar appoint- 
ments of relatively young men to 
important posts at other companies 
during the next few years.* Trade 
observers feel that the industry— 
which has now been constituted on 
the present basis for something 
over 30 years—has reached a point 
where retirement of the remaining 
members of its founding group is 


Million Tied Up 
By 20th-Fox in Z ‘imminent and infusion of young 


| 
° ° | Paramount's latest appointee is 
clen | C ' ups Robert J. Rubin, who became ase 
sistant to prez Barney Balaban this 


i ‘eek. He's 39. 
Disclosure this week that 20th- jb e’s 39 


Fox is investing a sizeable sum of | 





Jessel Scribbling 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


One of the busiest workers 
in town, George Jessel, has 
wished another job on himself. 
Now he is a screenvriter. 

In addition to his production 
chores on “One Night Stand,” 
Jessel will do the screenplay, 
his first actual scripting stint, 
although he has_ supervised 
scripts on his productions. 











Previous week 
rry Pickman was named national 











of directors of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America seething. Crow- 
| ther lambasted the majors for not 
| coming forth with “vigorous pro- 
| tests” against withdrawal of the 
| New York State censorship seal 
from “The Miracle” by the Board 


| of Regents. 


Several of the MPAA board 





| Many serious problems confront 
the majors, however, before ad- 
vantage can be taken of the huge 
revenue available from TV distri- 
bution of former releases now out 
(Continued on .page 6) 


| 
| 





; , (Continued 
money in the Swiss theatre tele- tht tis lll 


vision system means the company | 
will have almost $1,000,000 tied up | + 
in two major research tied up| Army Promises Halt 
Second venture is the new color | T a 
o Admission Charge 
Oo 





inered with Eastman-Kodak and the 
Keller-Dorian Color Film Corp., of 


which George J. Schaefer is con- 














process in which 20th is to be part- 
For Gi’s at Camp Shows 

























































: | ; : Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
the board of the Motion Picture | oo uae ae pe y= Ne ogni | 1856 Asked For pte A stockholder and board From now on, there will be no 
) Assn. of America in New York last | .uceq Crowther and the Times of | As with the Swiss Eidophor sys- 2@™ission charge for servicemen i 
i. (Continued on page 15) : rs 9 & e ;,. at camp shows. Hollywood Co- 
| the same lack of courage with tem (see separate story), 20th is: Qiainating C itt oe ce te 
n which he charged the picture in- e IC ig ts | sighting a longrange payoff for its 44. pens Set tenes bt A > y 
o D ° It MPAA Se | dustry. They admitted they didn’t | cevesemeet in the color process. jeueiiinn a” tn pf ien Mg ed | 
iL espite S a want to get into an all-out battle Company sees it as a means of Gpanute Field where the b i 
d ar) ° +4) | with the Catholic Church any|, John van Druten has hung a protecting its Deluxe Laboratories, ' iniform were nicked pa $1.50 = 
K Twist Faces Exhib Chil more than the Times did. , $185,000 price tag on the screen | one of the biggest film, developing cae dae te Maes che, te = 
l- “Why hasn’t the American film |Tights to his hit play, “Bell, Book plants in the country, as well as ¢p } ) pe . Hope 
° ° ls .. 3 ‘and Candle.” currently in its 16th : at time raised a protest that was 
€ As Pic Begins Release industry shown any public interest , y | (Continued on page 15) ceak ts Gente 
n st tiglinene Geile " in this case?” Crowther demanded. oa at _ oe aa eee | “ r aol ae deme Maj 
, Controversial “Oliver Twist” will | “‘Why haven’t the industry’s usual; N. Y., and starrin ex Harrison . { te x : 
og go into general release shortly with | champions of a free and uncensor-| and Lilli Palmer. Play buyers of Rodgers Spikes Report | ree ge bP Mgt Fie td 
Se bookings throughout the country /ed screen come forth in this time ;Some of major film companies re- ’ sacle ran ovenatg psa ag al ge: HM 
a now being oe Reo (Continued on page 61) tg bowl — “ey = —— He S Quitting Metro ay sas Ths Gade os Geoeeel 
i i ’s distrib. Pic was wners 0 ows lines MLSS enta- ; 
. prs ss — reduction Code ° ° becoming more realistic in their de-| William F. Rodgers, Metro sales tions of celebrity and professional f 
is seal last week by the Motion Pic- Golden Finds US. Pix mands, because they know the day vicepresident, spiked the rumor €Mtertainment either gratuitous, 
le ture Assn. of America board of di- e.e of the half-million and million-dol-' circulating in top industry circles SS ae sponsored or other- 
es rectors after a series of differences Too Rough for British lar play purchases is over. Film that he planned to retire. wise provided. 
re on its content. companies are tightening the purse-' Rodgers said in N. Y. on Monday - —— 
I Film will be handled in conven- __ Washington, Feb. 27. | strings when it comes to going (26) he had heard of the specula- 
tional release fashion, according| ,U-.,S. films place too much em-| overhoard for a smash. | tion and hastened to add there was 
le to William C. MacMillen, ELC | Phasis on crime and roughness for; Yyhile screen rights to “Born no basis for it. He reminded that R JE TY 
1e prexy , the taste of the British public, re-| yesterday” went for $1,000,000, his contract still has a year and a 
ht Posing the big problem in han- | Ports Nathan D. Golden, director | “Harvey” for $750,000 and “Annie | half to run and emphasized he has Trade Mark Registered 
't dling “Twist” was the fact some ex- | 0f the National Production Author- | Get Your Gun” for $650,000, the , no intentions of leaving M-G now | FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN 
ae hibs, as well as. Jewish organiza- | ity film-photographic products di- (Continued on page 17) ior later. - ||, Published Weekly by VARIETY, INC 
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Virus Beds John Sturges, 


~~ | 

In N.Y. for Shooting | 
Virus attack has bedded John | 
Sturges, Metro director, who is in 
N. Y. from the Coast to direct | 


Wald-Krasna-Groucho Self-Kidding 
Quiz Skit Highlights SWG Show 


“The People Against O'Hara.” | 
Sturges was slated to start shoot- | 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. ing today (Wed.) at Criminal | 








Hollawood was still chuckling this week over its annual gridiron Courts Bldg., but Bert Glaser, his | 
event, the Screen Writers Guild banquet. It was a session of the film assistant, probably will take over. | 
industry kidding itself—with plenty of the kidding on the square. Spencer Tracy, Pat O’Brien and | 

Topping the satire was a sketch in which Jerry Wald and Norman other cast members are in town 
Krasna, partners in a new RKO indie unit, played themselves. It was for the location sequences. | 
in the form of a quiz show, with Groucho Marx tossing out the ques- 
tions. Most Hollywoodians familiar with W-K travail in attempting to | 
get along with RKO topper Howard Hughes felt there might be more Wald-K T 
truth then gags in the routine. rasiia 0 

Another laugh-aetier was George Jessel, in a beard, doing a takeoff 
on the nation’s oldest living exhibitor (“Mr. Levine’’) demonstrating | 
to Hollywood its lack of knowledge of the economics of the business. | 
Using graphs, he demonstrated that the peak profit year of 1946 was | CCD -a- on 
the only “normal” year the industry has ever seen, The routine was | 
suggested by the visit of Motion Picture Assn. of America prexy Eric Hollywood. Feb. 27. 
Johnston to the Coast a year or so ago with a set of graphs on which Jerry Wald and Norman Krasna, | 
he demonstrated to studio workers the dire state of the business. pe Who have suffered numerous delays 

Other butts for SWG kidding were the writers ap oat the in getting their initial pic before 
Breen Office censorship practices, economy drives by the producers the cameras under their new RKO 
and last summer's battle in the Screen Directors Guild. deal, now are planning for a March 

Script of the Wald-Krasna aaaesa ocasrnis 19 getaway. They hope from then 

: } ‘reen | on to get two-a-month into work 
a eS TS as ends, they make you play dou- for the next several months. — 
nent Quizmaster of “You Bet Your: _ les. Difficulty in getting okays on 
Life.” Mister Groucho Marx. (Or- GROUCHO: Isn't that uncomfort- Scripts from RKO topper Howard 
chestra plays Captain Spalding.) {| able, living five days in Palm Hughes has accounted for part of 

‘ eugs | Springs and two days here? the W-K holdups. Since he s pl o- 
GROUCHO: Welcome to “You Bet | ,. i Regie - . Viding financing, he holds the reins, 

Your Life.” Well, here we are| NORMAN: Yes, it is. We don't 214 the indie unit chiefs have had 
again with the $1,000 tonight for | like it. . to make revisions to satisfy him. |! 
one of our couples, they should GROUCHO: Why do you do it? Thev’ve also been delayed by a 
live so. The secret word tonight NORMAN: It’s a Producers Guild prerequisite to their own start un- 
is Television, ny Ae pee 4 sayS: rule. They're very strict. der which they’ve made revisions 
that secret word the next dinner 1 .w d an if on some 20 pix that RKO had on 
of the Screen Writers Guild will a peel — — be the shelf. Ps of these has just 
be held at a frankfurter stand in| aim Springs ins . * gone into release, “Payment. on 
ee a i prings instead of five. If é 7ifas 

Venice. The two contestants We; \6 cheated a day. How would Demand.” which is currently at the | 

have on the program were S€-|  tney find out? Music Hall, N. Y. W-K recut it! 

jected at random from the audi- a ; , and wrote and shot a new ending. 
ence. Some audience. Mister JERRY: They have a time clock Initialer of their own program is. 

Finneman would you bring on!) 4¢ the Racquet Club. “Behave Yourself,” Farley Gran-: 

the contestants . . Your name GROUCHO: Now what studio do ger-SheJley Winters-starrer. A 

is ‘at card) Jerry Wald? ' you work for? whodunit satire, it will have Syd- | 
JERRY: Yes, sir. fade a We don't work for any ney Greenstreet and George Raft | 

studio. its “ ‘ “ ?? 
bal ashe a name is— JERRY: We're independent. We're i.e “Blue Veil.” Jane ea | 
auamaats <a i | What's called an independent: starrer directed by Curt Bernhardt | 
cepts ialicail | unit. from Norman Corwin’s screenplay. | 
GROUCHO: Where you from? GROUCHO: Explain that further. April will see start of “Strike a | 
NORMAN: From here. et bg ge to the on" Match” and “Size 12,” with Norma | 

y . ia on 2 : sion tha only way we could Shearer being dickered for latter. | 
nal a You were born in this retain our artistic integrity was May lensings are “Cowpoke.” prob- 
| to be independent. ably with Robert Mitchum or Mont- 


NORMAN: No sir, New York. | NORMAN: We don't kowtow to gomery Clift, and “I Married a 

GROUCHO: And you? | anybody. Waseem * 

JERRY: New York. ow ba — = =) — June getaways are slated on Budd 
-w ‘ 9 ; Way to WOrk. ind 0 1Ke Schulberg’s “Harder They Fall” 

GROUCHO: What do you do: Michael Angelo. More like and “Stars and Stripes.” the USO 


JERRY: We're partners. 
GROUCHO: That couldn’t be all} 
you do. You can’t make a living, | 
just being partners. What busi- | 
ness are you in? 
NORMAN: We're in the picture. 
game, 
GROUCHO: Picture game. You 
frame pictures? You run an art 
sirop? 
NORMAN: Moving pictures. 
GROUCHO: I see. You move pic: | 


Grandma Moses. Independent.: story in which Jack Benny may 
No kowtowing. That must be play the late Al Jolson. 

wonderful. Just a couple of free Wald and Krasna have yet to ink 
souls. Let's say you're going to their new RKO pact. They're hop- 
put a picture together. Say, a jng for final ratification this week. 
medium epic. Now how do you 


go about it? — r ‘ Sol Edwards Dickers 





JERRY: Well, 
like and we submit it to Mister ; 
Hughes. | ° 
GROUCHO: Hughes. You don't: On Pentagon Buy In 
mean Charles Evan; Hughes, the , Sol Edwards, former sales exec 
fellow with the whiskers who for Selznick Releasing Organiza- 


tures. Like Bekins Van & Stor-, was on the Supreme Court with tion, is negotiating to buy into Pen- 
age. | Lou Calhern. —_— eee bil which = 
ORMAN: I mean movi ic- JERRY: Oh no, he las no whiskers. ly acquired 132 English-made pro- 
N — aM... n moving pic -GROUOHO: Now you say you find ductions. If deal jells, Edwards will | 
GROUCHO: Movies! That's ver _| a story’ you like and you submit Serve as general sales manager. 
interesting 5 ‘haube ‘om sane it to Mister Hughes. I don’t get Pentagon, headed by Bert Gold- 


d : it. I thought you had complete berg and attorney David Frackman, 
What are you—ushers? pd ty ss oe is being readied for an expanded 
JERRY: Oh, we're much bigger NORMAN: Oh we have. We've got Sales program. Company has been 

than that. | com te authority, we just Operating through state rights ex- 
GROUCHO: You sell popcorn. ' aver. approval. changes and without a general 
JERRY: No, we're not that big. | GROUCHO: You'll have to explain Sales chief. 


GROUCHO: I don't understand.’ ,,{at turther. : : 
WB’s Ebenstem Named 


= ‘ 7 ri NORMAN: Well, we can submit 
eutateade. Me mate cicuwes, | anything we like to Mister | ; 

GROUCHO: Could you explain | Hughes and he's allowed to ap-. Morris Ebenstein of Warners 

that a little clearer. You see, |, Prove anything he l’kes. unanimously was named chairman 

. ~~" |} GROUCHO: Yes, I can see where of the Motion Picture Assn. of 

_ you’re pretty independent. 


these people out front don’t know | 
JERRY: We've got artistic integ- a luncheon meet in New York Mon- 





anything about pictures. That | 
isn’t true about ali these people. ; 


‘ . cout te rity. day (26) at the Hote! Algonquin. 
scale Eien” aon that aan | OOS: We dont kowtow to He succeeds Edwin P. Kilroe of 
you write them? | anybody. 20th-Fox, who resigned his com- 


GROUCHO: Tell me, do you find mittee post after retiring recently 


JERRY: Oh, no. We hire writers. 


for that ; the major studios very coopera- from -his berth with the major. 
: a , any | tive, helping a young organiza- In what was described as an un- 
aie al Then you direct | tion on its feet. -precedented ‘action, the committee 


‘JERRY: They've gone out of their: also chose David O. Decker of 
way to heip us. Loew’s, Inc., as honorary chair- 
, NORMAN: Sometimes two or three ' man. Universal’s Cyril S. Landau 


NORMAN: No, we hire directors. 

GROUCHO: Then you act in them? 
JERRY: No, we hire actors. os 
le oe ee reat sell the pic- |GROUCHO: As for example. 


: : . JERRY: A few weeks ago ve 
“as ie ae, eng or phoned M-G-M that we had a_ 
GROUCHO: Let’s see now. You! (Continued on page 15) 

fellows don’t write, vou don’t act, | 
you don’t direct, you don’t sell, 


the pictures—I can’t figure out. See Lowry Returning | 


your job. Oh, yes, now I get it. As H’ woo d USO Chief 


You fellows are producers. Now 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


where do you live? 

JERRY: Palm Springs. | ‘ 

GROUCHO: You live in Palm: Ed Lowry is expected to head, 
Springs and you work in Holly-;the Hollywood wing when USO- | 
wood. I don’t understand that. Camp Shows returns to operation | 

NORMAN: We don't stay in Pal and re-establishes offices on the 
Springs all the time. We come Coast. H 
in on weekends. | As in World War Il, George | 

GROUCHO: You come in on week- Murphy, Hollywood Coordinating | 
ends? ‘Committee prexy, will work in| 

JERRY: We have io. The tennis close cooperstioa with Stanley. 
courts are so crowded on week- Richardson,:¢:.c: ulive-seeuetary.. | 


ficers will hold one-year terms. 


N. Y. to Europe 
Rudolf Firkusny 
Borrah Minevitch 
Jack Payne 
Mildred Smith 
John Wayne 
Herbert J. Yates 


Europe to N. Y. 


Dominique Blanchar 

Heinie Brock 

John Davis 

Maurice Eisenberg 

Louis Jouvet 

Leo Lapara 

Danny Lipton 

Jean Richard 

So] Siegel 

T. F. Tollefsen, i sagt, KAGs 








i 
' 


America’s Copyright Committee at | 


hundred miles out of their way. was elected secretary. The new of- | 


Radio's ‘Big Show’ Hits B.0 
adios Big Show Hits B.O. 

For the first time in a good many years, radio—rather than TV— 
is being charged with taking a nick out of film b.o.8. Oscar Doob, 


top Loew’s exec, said last week after a tour of the chain’s houses, 
that NBC's “The Big Show” was definitely hurting Sunday evening 


grosses. 


Ninety-minute program stars Tallulah Bankhead as mc. 


and many top guest names each week. 

Doob said that aside from some personal soundings which he 
had taken during his tour, effect of “The Big Show” on b.o. was 
evidenced by the fall-off in the different time zones through which 


Loew’s operates. 


It is felt at 6 p.m. in the eastern zone, where 


the show originates, and at 5 p.m. in the Central zone, where the 
program is heard an hour earlier on local time. 


Doob also asserted that grosses in the south were very good 


compared with the rest of the country. 


War boom appears to 


have hit there more strongly to date, with biz possibly abetted by 


less TV in that area. 


Doob said grosses below the Mason-Dixon 
line were off very little, if at all, from Jast year. 


They've been 


showing improvement in the rest of the country, but are still 


generally off from 1950. 
ing economy of the U. S. 


Loew’s exec is optimistic that the boom- 
will be reflected in considerable im- 


provement in grosses throughout the nation later in the year. 








Argentine Govt. Gives US. Distribs 
Repeat Runaround on Prod. Deal 





$10,157 Judgment Vs. 
Agnew-Casanave 
Pathe Laboratories, Inc., last 
week was awarded a $10,157 judg- 
ment in N, Y. supreme court 
against Motion Picture Sales Corp. 
and the Jatter firm’s partners, Neil 
Agnew and Charles L. Casanave. 
Judgment was granted by default 
after Agnew and Casanave failed 


to pay off on a 90-day $10,000 prom- | cince March, 1949. Likewise, no 


issory note they negotiated with 
Pathe on Sept. 16, 1950, for the 
benefit of MPSC. 


‘GWTW’ Achieves Peak 
European Distrib With 
Italy, Swiss Teeoffs 


With the opening of ‘Gone With 
the Wind” in Switzerland last week 
and in Italy over the weekend, this 
picture has reached the maximum 


of European distribution until 
there there is a change in the eco- 
nomic situation abroad. 

Metro is withholding “GWTW” 
from Denmark, Norway and Hol- 
land because of ceiling on percent- 
age terms and admission prices, im- 
posed by law. Company feels it 
would be uneconomical to play the 
film where returns would be re- 
stricted. It has not played in Ger- 
many, Austrian and Japan, where 





picture business still is under con-' ~ 


+ 


trol of Motion Picture Export Assn. | 


Also unlikely that it will be of- 
fered in those countries until con- 
trol is off. 

“Wind” had a double preem in 
Switzerland, where it opened at the 
Molard theatre, Geneva, and the 
. Atlantic, Lausanne. In Paris, the 
.film, in its French synchronized 


‘version, is in its eighth week at the | 


Rex after a 38-week run of the 
titled version at the Biarritz. Pic- 
ture also is in its 13th week at the 


Windsor Palace, Barcelona, Spain, , 


,and the Palacio de la Musica, Ma- 
drid. In Helsinki, Finland, “Wind” 


is in its eighth week at the Arita, | 


‘following a moveover from _ the 
Aloha, where it played 16 weeks. 


Metro claims “Wind” has been. 


playing somewhere in the world. 
every week since its debut in 1939. ' 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Charles Berns 

Mort Blumensteck 

Cyd Charisse 

Vera Caspary °* 

Kathleen Comegys 

Jack Cummings 

Dick Dorso 

| Bobby Driscoll 

' Gil Golden 

I. G. Goldsmith 

Larry Golob 

June Havoc 

Alan Hood 

William B. Levy 

William Lynn 

Tony Martin 

Doro Merande 

Gilbert Miller 

William Pine 

Montague Salmon . 

Ted Saucier 

Sam Spiegel 

Robert Stack 

Joseph Szigeti 

| William Thomas 
Bert Wheeler 

| William H. Wright 

t Sam Zagon,, 





ree 3. S ae oe | 
‘ 


' 
{ 
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Argentine government is giving 
American distribs a repeat per- 
formance of the runaround thev ve 
been getting now for the past two 
vears. Again the Argentines and 
the Yanks have negotiated their 
differences to the point of acree- 


’ ment—and again the Buenos Aires 


officials have stalled on issuing the 
papers that would make the agree- 
ment effective. 

Import of new U. S. product 
into Argentina has been banned 


remittances of earnings from B. A. 
have been allowed. American dis- 
tribs have been in almost constant 
negotiation with the Argentinians 
during the 23 months and have 
repeatedly come to agreements 
which the Peron government has 
refused to effectuate. 


Latest in the series of pacts was 
arrived at about a imonth ago. Only 
thing remaining was for issuance 
of the necessary circular by the 
Central (State) Bank. Each day 
the promise was that the paper 
would be issued the following day 
—but nothing ever happened. 

Something now has finally hap- 
pened—the Argentinians have 
decided they don’t like the deal 
after all and want to revise it. 


, They want to prohibit importation 


by American companies of British 
films. These include the J. Arthur 
Rank product on which Universal 
and Eagle Lion Classics have 
American hemisphere rights and 


(Continucd on page 20) 


Ra A. to N. . 2 
Marian Bell 
William Berger 
W. M. Bishop 
Louis Blaine 
I. A. Block 
Richard Carlson 
Wendell Corey 
John Dales, Jr. 
John Derek 
Howard Dietz 
Jack Elliott 
Maurice Evans 
Frank Fontaine 
Hugo Fregonese 
Greta Garbo 
Joe Glaser 
Lud Gluskin 
Leonard Goldstein 
June Haver 
Leland Hayward 
Karl Herzog 
Russell Holman 
Charles Hunt 
Austin Jocelyn 
Henry Jones 
Dave Kapp 
Evelyn Keyes 
Jerry King 
David A. Lipton 
Lenore Lonergan 
William C. MacMillen 
Rudy Mate 
Gerald Mayer 
Ken McEldowney 
Dorothy McGuire 
Wynn Nathan 
Patricia Neal 
Barbara Payton 
Jack Rabin 
Milton Rackmil 
Bob Roberts 
Irving Rubine 
Ed Schellhorn 
Joseph H. Seidelman 
George A. Smith 
Eddie Solomon 
Morton Spring 
Robert Stillman 
John Sturges 
William Trenk 
Forrest Tucker 








| Margaret Whiting... 
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PUSH LONG-RAN 


England's Critics Smart-Alecky, Too 


UL. S. industry isn’t alone in its miff at the perversity of some 
newspaper and magazine film critics who are more interested in 
writing a well-turned and amusing paragraph than giving their 
readers an appraisal on which they can base a judgment as to 


whether or not to buy a ticket. 
share of them, too. 
States Exhibition Assn., who had 


England apparently has its fair | 


Abram F. Myers, board chairman of Allied 


some unkind things to say about 


CE DISTRIB 





SKEDS 





. 


GIVES MORE TIME Flow of Product Gets Top Attention 





By way of taking advantage of 


An Old Friend 


+ 
‘company’s weekly operating deficit 


FOR PROMOTION At UA; Krim’s 1-Every-10 Days Plan 


In an all-out effort to cut the 


s on newly bolstered backlogs, film | by buildi » ine > as ickly 
“smart-alecky” critics a couple weeks ago, received the following firms now are setting low eabaialie: aidin . , . a uild ng Up income as quickly 
from R. S. Bromhead, director of administration, Film Industry l + en Ore Geren saw renee oe Game of hide and_= seek. as possible, new Arthur B. Krim 

jesse ; sree . so ’ stry releasing schedules. Advantages for rj i omic rs regi F Inited Artists has cas 
Planning Committee, London: i g g not without its comic opera regime at United Artists has cast 


“[T have just read with great interest vour hard-hitting remarks 
regarding film critics and can assure you that we have a very 


similar position in this country. 
who make no genuine attempt t 
they will like a film but only to 
amusing and witty. Our task in 


easier by the fact that some of the newspaper proprietors def- 
initely encourage this type of criticism.” 


There are far too many of them 
o tell the public whether or not 
coin some phrase which will be 
this connection is not made any 








ELC Aims to Give Top Competition — 


| 


To UA on Independent Production 





| Staffs full time for promotional ef- ; 
| fort, allows for more coordination | 
‘of the sales and ad-pub staffs, is 
| favored by exhibs and often results 


the sales departments are said to 
be numcrous. | 

Fixing dates six months in ad- 
vance, or more, gives the ad-pub 


aspects, came to a conclusion 
late last week when a process 
server nailed circuit operator 
George Skouras with a sum- 
mons to appear at a deposition 
proceeding in the Samuel 
Goldwyn antitrust suit versus 
Fox West Coast. 

To no avail were the usual 


in a greater number of early book- , 
| ruses employed by the sum- 


ing deals. | 
of these plus factors, 


all other problems’ temporarily 
aside to concentrate on increasing 
the product flow and stiffening the 
distribution organization. 

Product situation has improved 
even faster than anticipated and 
present plans are to start by March 
20 to send one new pic into release 
every 10 days. Krim’s hope is to 
maintain that pace until the end 


In view mons bearer, including an at- ‘of the year and thus, by sheer 
Universal has ics distribution line-| tempt to present Skouras with weight of numbers, if nothing 


up mapped clear through next | 
October, although no official an- | 
nouncement was made on this be- | 
cause such an extensive sked must | 
be subject to change. 

Metro sales chiet 


a “gift” for a member of his 
family. However, it’s reported, 
the persistent pursuer finally 
made contact in the reception 
room outside Skouras’ office. 


William F.; He identified himself as an old 


more, hypo returns to the com- 
pany. , 

UA prexy maintains that despite 
the quantity output, quality will 
not be lost sight of in sclecting 
product for this year. By 1952, 


Following Eagle Lions Classic + | Rodgers is expected shortly to set friend just arrived in N. Y. however, he hopes to have going 
president William C. MacMillen’s | | dates through the entire summer. from the Coast. through the UA mill films for 


return to N. Y. from the Coast on 
Monday (26) with an assortment of 


new releasing deals, it was appar- | 
ent the distrib and the newly re-| 


vitalized United Artists will be en- 


| Bob Hope as ‘MP.’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Bob Hope will round up way-| 
‘ward Army rookies in “The Mili- | 
_tary Policeman,” to be filmed by | 








M-G lineup now is set only until 
May. 

Paramount, which is especially 
well-heeled with completed prod- 
uct, has added six new films to its 


When the caller was an- 
nounced, Skouras hastened out 
to greet him with outstretched 
hand. Into which the sum- 
mons was placed. 
releasing slate, carrying the sked : —— 














which production contracts are 
now being set. Quantity at that 
point may be trimmed somewhat 
in favor of pix with heavier b.o. 


| potentials. 


First of the product Krim is 








: : . 
! ns ar st pet ie ergo gi | Paramount in autumn. through next July. Par additions, | jconuting on for 1952 is “African 
While UA, despite shaky finan-| Comedy will be produced by | 2/8° wnannounced, were “Appoint- | | Queen,” the John Huston-Sam 
: ‘ial “ati aie 2 th t. always | ay Tee 5 : _| ment with Danger” and “Last Out- fi- | Spiegel pic now about to go before 
t cial operations in the past, always | Harry Tugend, from a script by | jo» May: “Dear Brat” and “Pa rr 
3 considered quality above volume, Jack Sher and Hal Kanter. post, Ww f* j e a “A ‘ | the cameras, and another film 
ELC and its predecessor firms | sage - es a une, an a ce in the 6 | which Stanley Kramer still owes 
: handled numerous low-budget pix, | Hole” and “War Path,” July. {UA under his five-year distribu- 
: . ; i | ba Constant Check 'tion pact of 1948. Deal is also be- i, 
with top productions on its sked | owl wit reatens ;t p : 
. admittedly very few | ramer @ Other firms similarly are keep- ‘ing made with Robert Rossen for 
MacMillen’s aim now is to bring | ing a constant check with the stu- " ;some UA product, it is under- 
s into-ELC at least 12 “A” Seabuces | dios on availabilities with the view stood. 
y sanesite fer Midtetiadion Ot ioe | |of setting distrib dates as far in ] er prea Meantime, product which had 
e basis of one per month. That he’s | 0 lic 0 or advance as possible. Outfits red | previously been committed to UA 
(i at least partially on the way to | | are inclined to the belief that re-| Heat P and held up by producers because 
Vv accomplishing this is shown in the lease charts should cover a period | S eated aunsereent battle between of the uncertain position of the 
od arrangements he concluded to re- ‘into the future of close to six, — Goldwyn and Fox West company, is beginning to pour in. 
y lease nine upcoming films said to eturn to months, and preferably longer | Coast this week appeared on the Problem of Krim and his staff now 
be budgeted in excess of $500,000 | | Where possible. | verge of developing into an indus- js getting time to look at all the 
a each Ad-pub staffers have been com- | try-wide conflagration. : ' pix being thrown at them. At least 
re ” Pestios it's reported ELC is Possiblity of Stanley Kramer | plaining they ; need maximum} _It’s indicated on the Goldwyn a half-dozen indies who release 
al considering a new operation format | ducking out of his pending Colum- amount of time in order to accom- Side that in pressing to prove FWC through UA have been in New 
it. with its sales department compris- | bia deal to switch back to United | plish a complete promotion job for | in violation of the antitrust ice York the past few days and all 
om ing two more or less separate units, | Attists was held highly unlikely by a pic. Simplest form of campaign |utes, effort will be made to show have expressed satisfaction with 
sh One would handle the heavier. | 54m Zagon yesterday (Tues.). Za-| requires eight weeks, but much ,all five theatre-owning film firms the new setup following talks with 
ur duct while th nd | on, currently in New York to han- (Continued on page 17) fixed a nationwide pattern of Op-' Krim, his partner, Robert S. Ben- i 
al Te Lr EA Ge Gian andl ee (ae f eration in 1926 and FWC figured | jami aad 
¥ would work on westerns and other | G*€ © ngs ee peng ‘oo! or in this prominentiy — , Max E. be eae 
ve peepee screen rights to three Broadway | t ie 'newly-named v.p. and_ pub-a 
id ame op sag Be legiters, is attorney for and a part- | M AJORS UNIONS TALK Attorneys for plaintiff Goldwyn chief, 
ner in the producer's indie unit. 4 . believe they’ve found indications | Focus on Product 








Vying with UA will not be an 
easy course for ELC, according to 
trade observers. Exhibs tradition- 
ally have looked to UA for com- 
paratively important pix. Also, that 
distrib figures in product splits 
With theatremen and otherwise has 
numerous pre-sold “old” exhib ac- 
counts. Producers recognize this, 
of course, and for this reason, 
among others, including past satis- 


factory experiences with the firm, | 


have channelled their turnout 





tensity recently that long delays in 
signing of the Kramer-Columbia 
distribution deal indicated stalling 
by the producer. It was figured he 
was awaiting outcome of the Ar- 
thur B. Krim syndicate’s negotia- 
tions for the takeover of UA and 
with culmination of that deal he 
tmight dump Col. 

“The probability is very good 
that the Columbia contracts will be 


Reports had been growing in in- | 


COST-OF-LIVING HIKE 2written ‘agreement in that year 


Krim and Benjamin have let 
further work on details of the new 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Possibility of wage increases to 
meet the rising cost of living will 
be discussed tomorrow (Wed.) 
when reps of the five basic-agree- 
ment unions meet with major stu- 


operate in what territories. The 
alleged plan, it’s figured, was de- 
signed to prevent any conflict 
among the five when they under- 
took to enlarge their theatre net- 
works. 





in which they decided who would | 


dio officials. Ralph Clare, repping , Such a division of the nation by | 
the unions, spearheaded the drive | the majors was the contention of | 
for the session, and Charles Boren, the Department of Justice when it | 


labor relations head for the Assn. ' was pressing its industry monopoly | 


| corporate setup slide while they 
| focus on product and spurring the 
| distrib organization into getting the 
most out of films now in release, 


' Only exception is continued nego- 


| to obtain an additional 


$500,000 of working capital. Deal 
is understood likely to be made 
in a few days. 


It would bolster Krim’s hand by 


(Continued on page 15) a ba pod > cae of Motion Picture Producers, | suit. Concrete evidence establish- , 8'Vin& him added funds to fall back 
stated. e deal is ‘agreed. | “ > alli ” (Continued on page 15) 
nicely. ‘There have teen tense g ing that such an “unholy alliance” | pag 


Kramer May Drop 
‘Cyrano’ Roadshow 
For Regular Dates 


Possibility has arisen that with 
the new regime in the saddle at 
United Artists, Stanley Kramer 
Will drop the roadshow playoff of 
“Cyrano de Rergerac,” after ful- 
fillment of present contracts, and 
send the pic out on regular release. 

About 65 roadshow dates will 
have been opened by mid-April. 
Almost all key cities will have 


been played by then. Even if no! 


more are accepted, however, it 
will be some months before pres- 
ent engagements are played out. 

\feantime, George J. Schaefer, 


problems to solve both here and on 
the Coast. They have all been 
solved now and most of the results 
reduced to written contract form.” 

Deal calls for Columbia release 
and financing of reportedly three to 
six Kramer pix a year. Col would 
own a generous piece of them in re- 
turn for the angeling. Issues of 
autonomy and preservation of his 
staff have been principal stumbling | 
blocks for Kramer that have now | 
been worked out. 

While UA’s new regime has been | 


‘ 


Teady to make great concessions to | 
| (Continued on page 20) 











‘Delay Action to Oust 
_ Sacher as 306 Counsel 


Participating in the talks will | ever came into being never was 





be Clare, repping Local 399 Studio 
Transportation Drivers; John 

Lyons, Local 278 Building Service 
Employes; Bert Thomas, Local 
40, International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers; Ben A. Mar- 
tinez, Local 755, Operative Plas- 
terers and Cement Finishers; and 
L. C. Helm, Local 724, Interna- 
tional Hod Carriers, Building and 


presented. 

; Consequently, since the Govern- 
ment, following its long and inten- 
sive investigation of the trade, 


(Continued on page 20) 


} 


‘Agent Sues Feldman, 





Common Laborers. | 





Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Leon O. Lance, talent agent, filed | 


Dismisses 3006 Piracy suit for $150,000 damages in su- , 
Suit Vs. 20th on ‘Wilson’ ction court, naming Charles K. 


‘Feldman, Famous Artists and his‘ 
Federal Judge Samuel Kaufman ‘ 


; ; former client, Nancy. Olson. 
in N. Y. federal court Monday (26), Plaintiff declares Feldman and 


dismissed a $500,000 piracy suit Famous Artists wrongfully induced | 


‘U Likely to Distrib All 


| 


| Rank Pictures in U. S. 
As ELC Pact Finales 


All future J. Arthur Rank prod- 
{uct probably will be distributed in 


‘the U. S. by Universal as a conse- 
FA, Olson on Pact quence of termination of the Rank- 


Eagle Lion Classics releasing pact, 
according to John Davis, managing 
director of the Rank org. He ar- 
rived in N. Y. from London on 
Monday (26). 

Prior arrangement provided for 
U’s handling of a portion of the 
Rank output, with ELC taking the 
palance. Davis reported there’s no 
intention of entering a pact with a 


which Anthony Richard Tinci had Miss Olson to break her agreement | second U. S. distrib to replace ELC. 





SS 


Krame i i i ; 
Tamer sales Guest, Comtesse imi brought against 20th-Fox. Plain-'with him. He asks 10% of her | 


a hassle with City Investing and 
Lopert Films on run of “Cyrano” 
at the Bijou. Unless an amicable 
Settlement can be reached on plans 
of CI, which owns the house, and 


Move to oust Harry Sacher as 


chine Operators, Local 306, New. 
York, has been delayed until next. 
|membership meeting of union, | 





its 1944 release, “Wilsen,” irom other defendants. | 
his play, “Wood Wilson.” Case. 
had a two-day trial late last year. | 





Mail Oscar Ballots 


During his current visit Davis 


counsel for Moving Picture Ma- | tiff claimed that the major lifted earnings and $150,000 from the | will confer with all U division, dis- 


trict and branch chiefs in a series 
of three territorial) meetings in 
N. Y., Chicago and San Francisco. 


Lopert, which operates it, to pull | probably Tuesday (5). Understood At that time the jurist reserved sail 
'Cyrano” April 3 in favor of | projectionists wrangled over Sach- ©!5/0n. 


‘He stated purpose of the confabs 
“Tales of Hoffman,” a lawsuit is; er’s status at session held Feb. 20,' In tossing out the action, Judge | 


is to “further the selling of our pic- 


. 27. i 
Hollywood, Feb. 2 tures” through general discussion 


n tne wind. 


| but no action was taken. Mean- | 


Kaufman held that there was “no!, Oscar Derby entries galloped in-: 


and exchange of views. 


Peaceful settlement was made while, Sacher continues on present proof that anyone connected with 


Move difficult by appearance of 
ads in the Sunday (25) New York 


| month-to-month agreement. 
Local 306 has been after Sacher’s 


| producing the picture did see or. ‘Mon.) 


use any part of the plaintiff's play. 


to the home stretch yesterday 
when final ballots were 
mailed to qualified voters by the 


| Following the sales discussions, 
‘which get underway in Chi on Fri- 
| day, he’ll hop to Canada for a brief 


np eee NOEL 


The Pinci work admittedly was Academy of Motion Picture Arts visit, His return to N. Y. is set for 
submitted to 20th-Fox in 1937 and @d Sciences. ‘March 11 and on the same day he 
1940. Darryl Zanuck produced the’ Ballots must be returned to will plane back to London. 

film “Wilson” from Lamar Trotti’s Price, Waterhouse & Co., certified Rank will ¢ome to the U. S. at 


paners announcing April 4 open-| scalp for alleged Communist party , 
Ing date for “Hoffman.” Kramer affiliations and activities. He was 
and associates claim that this vio- fired by membership vote on Jan. 3 
lated their contract, which pro- put ws kept on payroll until a 





Vided that Schaefer and Lopert at successor could be found. Show! 


(Continued ‘on page 22) - 


j down is expected at next meeting. 


screenplay. 


seen Pinci'’s play: ion or before March 13... 


Both denied having public accountants, for tabulation the end of May, accompanied by 
IDavis. 6+) eueae -¢ 
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Phonevision Faces Stiffest Rivalry 
From Regular Home TV, Not Theatres 


Chicago, Feb. 27. + 
Phonevision will probably face | 
its stiffest competion from regular | 
home television and not from film 
theatres, as had originally been = 
anticipated. According to statistics 
compiled by Zenith Radio to date 
for the tests and turned over to. 
the major film companies which 
are supplying product, families 
with the Phonevision device ap- 
parently make their choice first 
between staying home or going out. 
And if they decide to stay home, 
then they ascertain whether it’s 
to be a Phonevision feature for $1 


} 
! 





Chi Sees Both Dougs 
Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Phonevision viewers here 
last week had a chance to see 
and compare the Douglas Fair- 
banks of both generations. 

One of the features screened 
on the ‘“pay-as-you-see”’ video 
system during the week was 
RKO’s “Sinbad, the Sailor,” 
starring Fairbanks, Jr. On the 
same evening, WBKB, the Bal- 
aban & Katz TV station here, 
screened “The Accused,” in 
which he starred in 1936. Later 


[ir 





s $500, 000,000 


Camas Continued from page 3 


out of theatrical circulation. Most 


| important is the upcoming nego- 


tiations with James C. Petrillo, 
prexy of American Federation of 
Musicians, when company execs 
will press To ease the present AFM 


ban against TV broadcasting of : 
| films. 


Second adverse phase 
threat that exhibitors generally 
would slap a boycott on product of 
the first major company that tossed 
old films into the television field. 


It is admitted that such au uprising | 
by the theatremen could seriously 


disrupt the financial status of an 
individual firm which jumped into 
the video field; but it would be 
impossible for exhibs to impose a 





that evening, WBKB transmit- 


lar video broadcast for . 
ll aia | ted clips of Fairbanks, Sr.’s, | 


free. : ; 
Records compiled so far show _ Silent film oldies. 

little or no correlation between the 

number of Phonevision orders and 

the range of business in Chi thea- 








i 
D K | 
he .. 
tres. Zenith has also found that 06S: { eep | 
weather conditions, which it has | 
been noting for the last several ’ e 
weeks, have no apparent effect on Em H F CO 
: In addi ome, ris 
it's been learned that while Satur- | 

day and Sunday nights, nich are | 

usually considered good filmery | h 

nights, are also the best for Phone- | ll ry e y OWS 

vision, the number of orders | 

no connection with the evenings Taking his cue from a VARIETY 

accepted as the best for theatres. ctory of Dec. 20, 1950, concerning 

Thus, while Monday night is usu- ),eccsure for a survey to determine | 
ally poor for filmeries, | it's not peason for boxoffice decline, col- 

much better for Phonevision. umnist Fred Johnson of the San 

show a decided effect on PV. Num- readers to let their hair down and 

ber of orders placed for Tuesday give their opinions as to causes for 

nights, when Milton Berle’s “Tex- the alleged slump. After printing 

aco Star Theatre” is aired, is usu- daily reports on the film fans’ 

ally off compared with other week- beefs, Johnson closed the record | 
occurred Feb. 14, the night of the Johnson found that only two of 

Ray Robinson-Jake LaMotta fight. the many letterwriters mentioned 

While home TV-ing of the boxing owncrship of TV sets would keep 

match took a hefty cut out of film them at home. Juveniles were 

grosses, PV's orders that night found to be going to pictures as 

three. growing more choosey. 

What will happen if and when In almost every communication 
the Federal Communications Com- was the complaint against double- 
mission okays PV as a regular com- features and the inconvenience in 
mercial enterprise and it goes na- starting time of the major film. 


its experimental gross. In addition, 

through the rest of the week has San Francisco, Feb. 27. 
Top-rated TV shows, however, Francisco Call-Bulletin invited his 

nights. Best test of that, of course, with a summary of the findings. 

dropped to a new evening low of frequently as ever, but they were 

tionwide remains to be determined. This mainly was the squawk of 


Majority of exhibitors, as well as housewives and mothers, many of , 


execs of some of the major com- whom added a protest against reg- 
panies participating in the test, re- ular programs unsuitable for chil- 
main convinced that it can mean dren who might accompany them. 
an end to film theatres entirely. Many of these homefolk also cited 
Some industry analysts, however, higher cost of admissions as a rea- 
such as theatre TV consultant son for less-frequent attendance. 
Nathan L. Halpern, have predicted | Excessive commercial screen ad- 
that PV, even on a nationwide § vertising also was a source of pro- 
basis, will be ecnomically unsound test. Middle-aged and elderly peo- 
and that film producers will con- ple almost were unanimous 
tinue to do business with exhibs. spurning gangster and other films 
Chi families participating in the Of violence and those with psycho- 











test, meanwhile, were billed for logical themes. 
their first month’s orders recently | Disagreement on Slogan 
through the telephone companies, There was considerable disagree- 
and Zenith reports that most of ment over slogan that “movies are 
them paid uncomplainingly. Some _ better Prey ever.” Some writers 
of them, it was said, had expected contended pix “were never worse.” 
their phone bills to carry a much However, there was a feeling that 
higher charge for PV and were the good pictures were better than 
pleasantly surprised at how few a few years ago, but that the minor 
dollars they had to send in. ' product was on a much lower scale. 
Johnson pointed out that none of 
the writers exposed the ‘“‘nine-year- 
OROLER TO ROLL 2D PIC, old mind for which movies are 
said to be made.” 
é ? Pesce : 
Significant was a favorable atti- 
P ROJECT ONE, IN APRIL tude toward foreign pix. Some 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. writers said they found the for- 
Arch Oboler, who made a distrib eigners more suited to adults than 
d2al with Co!umbia on “Five,” his most Hollywood films. One woman 
fizst indie, for a flat fee plus a pcer- = that ty 10% of pictures 
ecniage of the profits, will roll his She Saw were from overseas. 
second in April. Titled ‘Project | : 
One,” he’s dickering with Mercedes ences came in for a share of criti- 
McCambridge for one of the top cism. It was declared that good be- 
ro cs. havior was better enforced before 
Oboler, who tas Incorporated as World War II than it was today. It 
Arch Oboler Productions, will pro- | roe oa us woe e — 
: : a oe oe | oe as the 
Which he did with “Five.” He plans Sty. 
* siggy cote. 
si meg “es a poe ya egae the letterwriters that screen musi- 
each ye would have to raise their 
ep oe ee 7 P sights. “Meet Me in St. Louis” and 
Project ’ will consist of three “State Fair” were cited as meeting 
scquences, including part of 40,000 the standards. 
you! of color stock Oboler shot in| While an overall solution to 
> apd por aged og _ of causes for slow business may not 
| beef session, at least 
' /Treacers were given a chance to get 
Team Kelly, Vera-Ellen ‘their likes and dislikes off their 
’ Hollywood, Feb. 27, | “CS! 
Gene Kel'y and Vera-Elicn will. Kodak’s Chi Quart 
, ‘ 6 -. ers 
pig Biv nanny in Metro's Ghost | Motion Picture film department 
: a : —_ . - tie tytn of Eastman Kodak Co. last week 
a a ons Sanaee _ oe opened a Chicago headquarters for 
L ‘ pe Bi ocees 1@ its year-oid midwest division. 
eonard opige.zass. Midwest and southern division 
2 Meanwhile, Kelly will appear in were pe up last year to provide 
Singing in the Rain” and Miss more «Jequate coverage in those 
Ellen in “The Belle of New York.” , Market. areas. -- 2. 6, toe 
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in | 


Lack of discipline among audi- 


There was a feeling, too, among | 


| . 
; have been reached via Johnson's | 


is the. 





Slumped to a new low for the 


(RKO) as the attraction, scored 
Following is a breakdown by 





boycott if three or more majors 
made films available for telecasting | 
simultaneously. | 
Probe Market 
Paramount, Columbia, Republic 


and Universal have been seriously | 


considering tossing some films into 
video on an exploratory basis to 
probe the market. Paramount, it 
is reported recently, had a deal on 
for around 1,500 old short sub- 


jects, but backed away to let some | 
other company go into the field | 


first to test exhib reaction. Walt 
Disney 
vance for TV availability of his 
catalog of cartoon shorts, but de- 
cided against risking the ire of ex- 
hibitors. 

Another factor that could miti- | 
gate against full eventual revenue | 
of the major companies from TV | 
would be the early introduction of | 
color on video. Such a condition | 
would make the black-and-white | 
pictures virtually obsolete when all | 
live shows are color-televised. 


Series pictures and serials, it is 
stated, lend themselves to televis- | 
ing procedure better than the regu- | 
lar run of long-length features. it | 
is pointed out. A sponsor can | 
wrap up presentation of a series of 
features—such as the Judge! 
Hardys, Blondie, Charlie Chan, | 
Maisie, etc., in segments of 13—, 
better than taking unrelated in-. 
dividual pix for a package. 

Serials Most Suitable 

The serials, of which Republic 
turned out 40 during the 1935-46 
period, and Columbia and Univer- 
sal about 30 each, are most suitable 
for TV programming, being close 
to the 26 and one half minutes per 
episode for sponsor requirements; 
and in 13 episodes cach. These 
chapter plays are likely to be the 
most remunerative for the three 
companies of any product in the 
TV field: 


tainment than any prior medium— 
and faster. One statistician figures 
that the 400 films produced an- 
. nually, with running time of about 
600 hours, could only supply one- 
tenth of the playing time require- 
ments ef video. He further stated 
tha* the backlog of films now out 
of circulation would have to be 
_ utilized to fill the gaps until meth- 
ods were devised for TV film pro- 
{duction to be geared to meet re- 
quirements. 





Youngsters Still Loyal 
To Pix Despite Video 


| e 
| In Minnesota Area 
Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 
Television, here at least, hasn't 
weaned away from pix the bulk of 
youngsters who are supposed to be 


its most ardent devotees. Recent | 
boxoffice results show that the | 


young fry are loyal to film thea- 
tres. 

Harry B. French, United Para- 
mount circuit’s general manager, 


_ points out that during the recent | 
janitors’ strike, closing the public | 


schools for a month, kiddies and 
teen-agers flocked to the theatres, 
and matinee business, in particular, 
soared. 


Many of the best TV programs 
, designed for youngsters are in the 
afternoon, but this fact didn’t keep 
the kiddies away from the theatres, 
/ according to French, who also es- 
'timates that at least 50% or more 
‘children now have TV sets in their 
own homes or available to them. 
Another indicator of the young 
folks’ devotion to the movies in the 
face of TV temptations is the huge 
young folks’ patronage being ac- 
corded to “At War With the Armv,” 
a b.o. smash here as well as else- 
j Where, French says..., 


» a ‘ bo @€ 


was offered $1,000,000 ad- | 


} 
i 
} 
| 


TV is chewing up more enter-, 


Phonevision’s 7th Week 


Chicago, Feb, 27, 


Orders for Phonevision screenings during the seventh week 
(Feb. 12-18) of the Chicago test held at about the same pace as 
previous round, according to figures reported by Zenith Radio to 
the major film companies supplying the product. 
orders were placed during the seventh stanza, representing about 
20.6% of the total possible audience, as compared with 461 or. 
ders, or 22%, for the previous round. . 

Night that the Ray Robinson-Jake LaMotta title fight was tele. 
vised free to setowners by CBS (14), the Phonevision orders 


the 
Total of 433 


9:30 p.m. screenings—only three. 


Otherwise, the Saturday evening screening, with “Spanish Main” 


highest. 
the time of screenings each day 


for the seventh week of the test: 


% of Families 


Who Saw 
2 p.m, 7 p.m 9:30 pm, Total One Film 
Feb. 12 (Mon.)... 5 18 25 43 16 
Feb. 13 (Tues.)... 4 io 43 62 21 
Feb. 14 (Wed.)... 5 23 3 28 1g 
Feb. 15 tThurs.).. 2 16 44 62 2) 
Feb. 16 (Fri.).... 6 24 34 64 21 
Feb. 17 (Sat.).... 8 36 47 91 30 
Feb. 18 (Sun.)... 15 27 36 73 26 
WE: Bcduwe we 45 159 232 433 














Several US. Firms Eyed Swiss TV 


System Before 





Interstate’s 4 TV Units 
Dallas, Feb. 27. 

Interstate circuit prez Rob- 
ert J. O’Donnell revealed this 
week that he has ordered four 
theatre television units which 
are to be placed in the key 
houses in Fort Worth, Dallas, 
Houston and San Antonio. 

Circuit’s orders represent a 
part of the approximately 100 
which have been placed by 
theatres with various manu- 
facturers during recent weeks. 
O'Donnell declared that he is 
not yet certain what he’ll use 
to program his _ big-screen 
video operations, pointing out 
that there are not enough 
sports events available for a 
full time job. 


Big-Screen Video 
Exclusive Scores 








SRO for Albany 


Albany, Feb. 27. 


First exclusive theatre televis- 
ing of a college basketball game, 
which took place at the Fabian 
Palace here last Tuesday night 
(20), packed drama and excite- 
ment to such proportions that 
minor technical flaws were gen- 
erally overlooked by the standee 
crowd of 3,700 that packed the 
house. ~ 

Of special significance, and ap- 
parently accounting for the huge 
, turnout (tickets were tabbed at the 
regular 70c fare), was the fact 
, that the telecast, emanating from 
| Uline Auditorium in Washington, 

C., and transmitted the 350 


‘miles to Albany, emphasized local | 


interest and local promotion. Siena 
College is located in an Albany 
suburb and, though the school has 
yet to make a name for itself 
athletically, the video exclusive 
drew to the Palace a crowd con- 
siderably larger than the one pres- 
ent in Washington, on the closing 
night of the regular film bill. For- 
tunately, from the audience re- 
ception viewpoint, Siena rallied in 


the second half to defeat George-. 


town, 57-48. 
The rooting, cheering, whistling, 
laughing fans—many of them 
(Continued on page 22) 


RKO Distrib Execs Map 


Chi Selling Review 

William Zimmerman, RKO dis- 
tribution exec, and Walter Bran- 
son, division chief, have mapped 
plans for an on-the-spot review of 
selling practices in Chicago under 
the Jackson Park decree and the 
new clearance and_ availability 
setup. 

In investigating the RKO distrib 
system in the area, they'll confer 
with exhibs as well as sales staff- 
ers. Zimmerman and_ Branson 
planned the trip this weck but put 
it off a couple of weeks because 
many theatre ops in the area are 
jvacationingii:..) ' tee, 





Acquisition by 20th 


% Swiss Eidophor system of theatre 
television, to which 20th-Fox has 
|acquired worldwide rights, has 
been under scrutiny by various 
American companies for the last 
five years. Both Paramount and 
General Precision Equipment Corp. 
looked into the system and gave it 
up as being too complex. As a re- 
sult, it’s believed that 20th, which 
is turning over a large amount of 
coin to the Swiss inventors for fur- 
ther development work, regards Ei- 
dophor as an ace-in-the-hole, which 
will give it a direct interest both 
in theatre TV and home video, to 
which the system reportedly is ap- 
plicable. 

Technical details of the Swiss 
method and information on 20th’s 
deal with the Univ. of Zurich, un- 
ider whose aegis Eidophor was 

launched, were revealed last week 
by 20th prexy Spyros P. Skouras 
|and research chief Earl I. Spon- 
/able.. Pact, according to Skouras, 
| calls for 20th to advance the money 
to the Swiss over a period of 18 
| months, to develop the system to 
certain specifications laid down by 
the company. If 20th accepts the 
| final unit, it gets exclusive manu- 
facturing rights throughout the 
world except in continental Eu- 
rope, where it splits the rights with 
| the Swiss. 

| While Skouras declined to com- 
‘pare Eidophor directly with the- 
atre TV methods currently in use 
/in the U. S., he termed it “‘the best 
I have ever seen.” Unit’s chief ad- 
Vantage, he pointed out, is the fact 
‘that it projects from a carbon are 
| light source, which can provide the 
/Same illumination on the screen as 
standard films. Unit, about the 
/Same Size as a 35m projector, is to 
be installed in a theatre’s regular 
_ booth. As a result of 20th’s inter- 
est in Eidophor, it’s believed the 
company will discontinue its joint 
experimental work with RCA on 
that company’s big-screen video. 

Color Angle 


Skouras intimated that, while 

the Eidophor process has not yet 

been developed for color, it's color 

| video in which 20th is primarily in- 

|terested. Twentieth, he said, ex-. 
pects to wait until the unit is ca- 

| pable of providing color TV before 

Introducing it into this country. 
| Sponable detailed that Eidophor is 
capable of accepting color informa- 
, tion from any color video system 
now in use. With color, he ex- 
| Plained, instead of getting one 
Eidophor picture in black-and- 
white, the unit would transmit 
three or four in color separation. 

|. As Sponable outlined the sysiem, 
it consists basically of a bow! in 
the base of the projection unit 
| Which is covered with a specially 
designed oil film. Cathode rey 
| beam scans the oil conventionally 
| and forms on it an electron image 
Of the TV picture. Image distorts 
the surface of the liquid in a way 
| that modulates the light beam from 





the arc lamp, producing a visible 
| Image of the TV picture on the the- 
|; atre screen when the light passes 
through a grid of mirrors. 

| Skouras said theatre ‘TV would 
be the “ultimate development in 
theatre entertainment,” but empha 
Sizcd his contention that mocion 
pictures will continue to provide 


3 j the basic form :of enteriainment: 
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Negotiations for RKO Shares Halt As 
Hughes Nixes Court's 4-Year Proviso 


Court’s grant of four years to+- 
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Howard Hughes and his refusal to 


accept even that much time to rid 
himself of either his film company 
or theatre company stock in RKO 
has brought to virtually a dead halt 
all pending negotiations on the 
shares. There are still a number 
of groups interested in the stock 
of both firms, but with the pressure 
off Hughes to make a sale there’s 
no immediacy about any of the 
talks. 

Wall Street syndicate headed by 
David J. Greene, which has been 
in negotiation for a stock swap with 
the RKO topper, has been more or 
less inactive for the past several 
weeks. Greene’s absence on a Flor- 
ida vacation has accounted for part 
of the stymie, but a growing reali- 
zation of the improbability of mak- 
ing the deal is believed to be a 
more significant cause of the slow- 
down, 


Green is expected back in New 
York in a week or 10 days, which 
may be followed by reversion of the 
scene of action to Washington. 
Wallstreeter early in January 
squawked to the Dept. of Justice 
about makeup of the RKO Theatres | 
board, claiming it was appointed by 
Hughes and was thus not truly in- 
dependent of him as called for un- 
der the RKO consent decree. 
Greene group also objected to fact 
that Hughes revised the RKO The- 
atres bylaws to push off a stock- 
holders’ meeting until next De- 


‘Hughes Presses 


| anew by Howard Hughes in N. Y. ' 


| file to support his contention. 





By MIKE KAPLAN 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

This is the time of year when 
Hollywood takes its annual 
breather, resting on its assets un- 
structed managers of the com- til after the tax man makes his an- 
pany’s exchanges to concentrate on ; Dual visit early in March. It’s a 
rounding up playdates in drive-in | time generally devoted to intro- 
theatres. | spection, trend-spotting and 

Pointing out the steady increase | Crystalball-gazing. Depending upon 
of ozoners in all parts of the coun- | the outlook, it is also the time of 
try, Goldstein declares these houses | Year when either the town's op- 
deserve same attention paid to reg- | “mists or the town’s pessimists 
ular theatres. grab the spotlight with windy 
declamations as to the ultimate 
fate of that adventurous soul, the 
independent producer. 

This year, it’s the optimists’ turn. 
| Behind the optimism, of course, 


Mono Woos Ozoners 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
M. R. Goldstein, general sales 
manager for Monogram, has in- 











United Par's $10,000,000 Payoff For 
507% Stock in Interstate, Texas Cons. 


+ 





The Switcheroo 


All the time spent going af- 
ter and wooing newspapermen 
is unnecessary, Robert Still- 
man> producer of “Sound of 
Fury,” and his associate, Irv- 
ing Rubine, have discovered. 
It’s easy to reverse the proce- 
dure. 

They set up screenings of 
their pix at Philly and San 
Francisco press clubs last 
week and found the newsnien 
not only asking them for inter- 
views and material, but even 
buying them drinks. This 
week they got a list of 60 press 
clubs throughout the country 





| is the new United Artists setup and 
| the growing number of deals being | 
negotiated for independents to re- | 
lease their product through major 


e 
His Argument On 
o | droagee factor becmuse af the im 
RKO Ownership | creasing optimism as to its future. | 


But the release opportunities are | 


| only one reason why the gloom is | 
Argument that he should be per- | lifting. Study ®f: the the list of | 


mitted perpetual ownership of his | product bei 
RKO Theatres stock was peamed | Sacuuaest’'Reneece lente “es 
mendous support to the belief that 
federal court yesterday (Tues.). | this will be a good year for the 

As repped by attorney Thomas solo producer or production unit. 


Slack, Hughes contended numer-| production announcements in 


ous court decisions in past are on Hollywood, of course, must always | 


: In | be taken with at least three grains 
a brief filed by Slack, it was as- | of salt. This year's list, however 


serted that placing a time limit | seems to have more substance i 
on the stock disposition, as pro- | fact. 
posed, would in effect mean | ysual percentage of films that are, 
amending the original RKO con- | and will remain 
sent decree with the Government. | oy pegs on which 
Slack’s argument was that the | 
consent decree was an agreement 
between the two parties, RKO and 
the Government. Each made some 


to garner addi- 
ditional publicity. But since the 


(Continued on page 22) 





n | 
Admittedly, it contains the | 


only fond hop: | 


and are going to make a cir- 
cuit of it. 


UPT 50 Gross 
To $97,260,000; 
Tops 1948 and ‘49 


United Paramount Theatres’ box- 
office receipts and rentals climbed 
to $97,260,000 in 1950, it was dis- 
closed in N. Y. this week. Revenue 
was broken down on a quarterly 
basis, showing a take of $27,400,000 
in the first three months, $22,- 
900,000 in the second, $24,260,000 
in the third, and $22,700,000 in the 
, final quarter. 








| Total of $97,260,000 represented 


& substantial jump from the two 
previous years. This item was car- 
|ried at $89,925,383 in 1949 and 


Stand thereupon was taken that 
Greene's picture shares proves as | the court might be within its right 
cold as it looks now, it is thought by interfere at this time by placing 

a deadline on the stock sale if any 
resume their push on the D. of J. | significant changes in conditions 


concessions in order to gain ground * * 
on other points of the overall anti- fi an ' le e 
| trust suit settlement, it was said. | 9 


| $90,238,793 in ’48. 


Corporation has yet to release 
|its official earnings statement for 
|’50, but on the basis of the gross 
i business and earlier financial re- 


| ports, it’s figured the net profit 


See Added Indie 





S cember, so that the board couldn’t 
$ even be replaced before then. 
x D. of J. promised an investiga- 
. tion, but there’s been no action. 
- That has been attributed in the 
co trade to Greene’s failure to press 
: _the Department inasmuch as he 
~ was trying to make the swap deal 
3 with Hughes. If the exchange of 
“ Hughes’ theatre _ shares for | 
dy 
“ likely that the Wall streeters will 
ne 
ue Greene syndicate claims to be 
th able to wield about 1,500,000 shares 
as against Hughes’ 929,000. Lack- 
Ne ing other satisfaction in light of | 
it Hughes’ refusal last week to accept | 
se a time limitation for divesting his 
at stock, a proxy fight against him by | 
de the financial group is a possibility. | 
ot In the interim, Sam Dembow, Jr., | 
re is continuing efforts to locate a 
he 
a: has been acting as a broker for the | 
he shares and spent much of last year | 
.. trying to work out a deal for take- | 
ar over of the circuit by Harry | 
ore Brandt. When that fell through he | 
he turned to the Wall street firm of , 
int Blair, Rollins & Co. It’s believed | 
on that’s fairly cold now and Dembow 
is attempting to interest other | 
parties, | 
ile U 
vet OPENS REGIONAL 
in- 
exe . 
Cae Universal starts a series of three | 
ore resional sales meets today (Wed.) 
try. Which will wind up next Tuesday 
r is {6'. Initial conelave is to be held 
ma- al the Hotel Warwick, N. Y., | 
tem through tomorrow (Thurs.). It’s to 
ex: be continued at the Drake hotel, 
one Chicago, Friday and Saturday, and 
and- at the Hotel Mark Hopkins, San 
smit 
“. day, | 
(em, All three sessions are to be at- 
1 in tended by world sales director Al | 
unit Dafi; Charles J. Feldman, domes- | 
ially tic sales manager; John Davis, gen- | 
ray eral manager of the J. Arthur Rank | 
nally Organization, as well as various | 
nage district and branch managers. The 
torts Mects are the first regionals pre- | 
way 
from named world sales chief. 
sible 
» the- 
asses 
be the key speaker. Those slated | 
vould 


t in 


buyer for the theatre company. He ! March 6 to file its brief in support | through UA. 


| developed since the original agree- 
| ment was entered into. 

However, it was argued, the 
RKO stock situation at present is 
exactly as was anticipated when 


Starters Via UA 


Numerous filmmakers now at 





the decree was signed. Therefore, 


‘for the entire year should be 
, around $12,500,000. 

,_ Chain, apart from Paramount 
' Pictures, as disclosed in pro forma 
' Statements, drew a profit of $17,- 


'work on major lots soon will shift | 575,000 in ’49. However, this in- 


Slack’s conclusion was that any | to independent production as a re- | cluded $6,904,000 in proceeds from 


court interference now would be 
unwarranted and unjustified. 
Department of Justice has until : 


of a four-year limitation on) 
Hughes’ stock ownership. Each | 
side in the dispute then has until | 
March 9 to file answers after | 
which the N. Y¥. court will set a’ 


die prods’ currently 


Same _ observation 


was made by Robert Stillman and ; 
Sam Spiegel, although each com- | 


mented on the matter at separate 
meetings with the press in N. Y. 
yesterday (Tues.). 


hearing date. ! 
Tribunal two weeks ago proposed 

allowing Hughes two years in 

which to part with the RKO hold- 


Stillman told reporters it’s “grati-— 
fying to find men with drive at 
the UA helm.” He said that while 


‘Sult of United Artists’ bolstered | capital gains and earnings of af- 
| trade position, according to two in-| filiates covering prior years. 
releasing | 


Profit from capital gains and 
‘share of affiliates’ earnings amount- 
ed to $3,215,000 through the first 
11 months of '50. Figures for De- 
cember are now awaited. 
Further explaining the boost in 
‘income as accompanied by a drop 
in net profit are the numerous and 


‘extensive changes in UPT theatre 


ownerships which have taken place 


United Paramount is 


+ United Paramount Theatres’ 
| acquisition of full ownership of In- 
terstate Circuit and Texas Con- 
solidated Theatres will become 
effective immediately upon approv- 
al, which is expected, by the U. S. 
statutory court at a hearing in 
N. Y. tomorrow (Thurs.). 


| UPT reportedly has agreed to 
| pay in excess of $10,000,000 for 
the 50° stock interest in the two 
chains held by Karl Hoblitzelle 
and Robert J. O’Donnell. However, 
both will remain with the dual cir- 
cuit, Hoblitzell as president and 
O’Donnell as general manager, 
under 10-year employment con- 
tracts with UPT. 


When the former Paramount 
firm originally entered its consent 
decree with the Department of 
| Justice, it agreed that if Hoblitzelle 
and O'Donnell were bought out, 
Par could retain only 45 houses. 
The new deal means an amend- 
ment must be added to the decree 
and for this reason court approval 
is required. Belief that an affirma- 
tive decision will be forthcoming 
is based on the fact the N. Y. 
tribunal has yet to seriously ques- 
tton any proposal carrying Gov- 
ernment indorsement. 


Under the new accord, UPT will 
buy out its local partners in the 
'171 theatres now operated jointly 
in 31 cities of Texas and New Mex- 
ico. However, it must divest it- 
‘self of a specified 76 of the 
theatres to open up competition 
in closed situations or those in 
which the chains are now over- 
whelmingly dominant. 


Other features of the amend- 
ment: 

1. Aside from the 76 theatres it 
must lose, Par may lose seven 
others if the court should find com- 
petition in those situations to be 
unduly restrained. 

2. In about 10 localities, United 
Par will be required to divest addi- 
tional houses if independent com- 
petition does not invade those sec- 
tions within a certain period of 
‘time. 

3. To the extent that United Par 
winds up with more theatres than 
provided in the original consent de- 
cree, it must divest theatres to 
_keep its total chain down to the 
‘limit called for in the decree. How- 
ever, such divestitures may be in 
_any part of the country. 





| 4. “In about 15 instances, if in- 


dependent theatres are not, over a 


‘period of time, given a reasonable 


opportunity to procure pictures, 
required 
(Continued on page 17) 


HARTMAN NAMED 2D 
“ INPAR PROD. COMMAND 


















ings and, in the event there was 
no sale in that period, an addi- 
| tional two years would be given 
| the Irving Trust Co., as trustee, 
| to make a deal. 


SALES MEETS IN N Yy | Slack relayed the offer to 

«i.| Hughes who, it was widely felt, 

could accept. Court had put its 

opinion in the form of a proposal 

for the reason there was a question 

‘of legal procedure which prevented 
a straight decision. 

Hughes balked. He took the 
position, through Slack, that any 
‘deadline would “place a cloud” 
‘over the stock and impair his bar- 
Francisco, next Monday and Tues- — position when negotiating 
| a Sale. 





UA always has carried the ‘‘stamp 
of quality,” revitalization of the 
corporation is bound to have a 
‘stimulating effect. While refrain- 
ing from naming names, he de- 
clared he knows at least two prom- 
inent directors now on major com- 


pany payrolls who will swing to in- 


die operations. 
Reason is, he said, “we can make 
pictures the way we believe they 


should be made” when functioning | 


beyond the aegis of a major. Still- 
man brought with him a print of 
“Queen for a Day.” his second for 
UA handling. Film goes into re- 
lease in April in an extensive tiein 
with the Mutual Broadcasting ra- 
| dio show of the same title. 


over the past couple of years. This 
same big factor is pointed up as | 
reason why the earnings reports 
‘from one year to the next are not 
true comparisons and do not reflect 
incline or decline in business con- 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
New supervisor of production on 
the Paramount lot is Don Hartman, 
who was granted release from his 
contract as producer-writer-direc- 





ditions | tor at Metro to assume the new job 
err 'as second in command to Y. Frank 
| Freeman. 
° | Hartman will succeed Sam Bris- 
Interstate Biz Good, ‘kin, who resigned some time ago 


’ 'but agreed to remain on the lot un- 

0 Donnell Stresses til his successor was appointed. 

Hartman’s task is to expedite pro- 

; _ Dallas, Feb. 27. duction for release requirements 

Biz so far this year has been re- and at the same time keep costs 
markably good, Robert J. O’Don- within reasonable limits. 

nell, general manager of the In- — Briskin joined Paramount when 

terstate Circuit, said here yesterday 











Prod has four more to go under 
his pact with the distrib, which ' 
called for six in three years. How- 


Eye Kefauver Hearing oy 
° e ' ever, he has yet to set new specific 
For Republic Picture ‘lensing plans. He intended to film 


= b j h Sk Ne with an avia- 


; " ‘tion background, but was forced to 
Joseph Kane, Republic associate , (Continued on page 18) 








Gender). fis segthwest chain the studio took over the Liberty 
was running ahead of last year for 
the first six weeks of 1951, he 
stated. 

Its average for the first eight 
weeks of this year was slightly be- 
hind 1950, but he attributed that 


, to two big cold spells, which tem- 


porarily knocked grosses off. Pix 


‘group, which’ included Frank 
Capra, William Wyler and George 
Stevens. He was upped to second 
‘spot under Freeman when Henry 
Ginsberg resigned last year, but 
illness made it impossible for him 
to handle the complicated details of 
the post. He will probably remain 







siled over by Daff since he was Bruce Manning are attending local 
| two-day Kefauver Committee hear- 
Top Universal execs, headed by | ing to gain firsthand info for 


tend today’s conclave. Davis will | lic’s “Hoodlum Empire.” 
-Manning is on leave from the 
to be on hand include David A./ indie Skirball-Manning outfit for 
Lipton, ad-pub veepee; Maurice | scripting chore. It’s based on 
s-rgman, exee in charge of public | series of crime exposes by INS 
relations; F, T. Murray, exee in| columnist Bob Considine, some of 
charge of branch operations, and | which was gathered from Senator 
sundry: sales: assistants, } Kefauver in Washington. «> °° 


Prexy Nate J. Blumberg, will at- | Screenplay on forthcoming Repub- | 


producer-director, and _ writer 
' U Promotes Gluck 


Norman E. Gluck, head of the. 


television department of United 
| World Films, Universal non-the- 
atrical subsid, has been elected a 
vicepresident and board member. 
Gluck joined UWF three years 
ago. 
a of the Park Avenue theatre, 
N. Y., and was associated with the 
‘Skouras chain.:’' ©: ->' waSs 


Prior to this he was man-: 


- «Picking up pretty much all over. 


i s P with } ? r. 
which were particularly accounting the company as a produce 


for strong b.o., O’Donnell said, | 





were “Operation Pacific,” “Born | 20th Ups Solomon 
Yesterday,” “September Affair” Eddie Solomon, until recently in 
and “Kim.” the special services unit at 20th- 


O’Donnell’s appraisal of biz is Fox studios, has been named as- 
generally in line with that of other , sistant exploitation manager at the 
large circuit operators, indicating | home office, working under exploi- 
that grosses are considerably bet- | tation chief Rodney Bush. 
ter in the south than the rest of the Solomon has been with com- 
country, although they’ve been pany 10 years, starting as a field 

iman out of Chicago. ? ‘. 








PICTURE GROSSES 
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VARIETY 





‘Tomahawk Stout $22,000, Top New 
Filmvin Mild L.A‘; ‘Danger’ Fairish ' 
216; Born’ Terrif $24,500 in 9th 








Los Angeles, Feb. 27. + 

Start of record 10th week for 
“Born Yesterday” yesterday ‘(Mon.) 
is topping the city’s boxoffice 


news. First-runs are facing only a 


' 


Broadway Grosses 














‘Enforcer’ Smash sii 000 “Tomahawk Trim $18,000, Best Bet 
ae tee In Dull Det.; ‘Payment Forte 146 


Buffalo, Feb. 27. | 
Detroit, Feb. 27. 


Biz is not so strong in most; ~ 
spots this week. “The Enforcer” | 
Few new bills are above ave 
this stanza. “Cry Danger’ ee 


nd “Bedtime for Bonzo” look 
slow at the Fox. “Tomahaw}:” at 





a 
standout. “Great Missouri Raid” 
looms okay. 
Estimates for This Week| 
Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70)— , 


Key City Grosses 





“Vengeance Valley” (M-G) and'§ the Palms looks nice as does “Pay. 
“Rhythm Inn” (Mono) (2d wk).! Estimated Total Gross ment on Demand” at United ‘An 
Down to $6,500 in 4 days. Last This Week...... $2,415,000 | ists. But “Company She Keeps” at 


(Based on 26 cities, 206 the- 


the Madison and “Mister Universe” 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 


id $14,000. 
week, solid $ at the Downtown are well below 


Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-75)—_ 








7 i ; “Great Missouri Raid” (Par) and| ing N. Y.) par. “Born Yesterday” is droppin 

i 7 sone Sr nok ee og gaan | “Massacre Hill” (Indie). Okay at| Total Gross Same Week fast in second round at Michigan 
Top newcomer is “Tomahawk,” ‘Based on 18 theatres.) $12,500. Last week, “Sugarfoot Last Year .... $2,640,000 | but still ey. 

which is heading for a very nice Last Year $566,500 | (WB) and “Hidden City” (Mono), | (Based on 21 cities, and 197 - +. “ae for This Week 
$32,000 in five theatres. “Cry ‘Based on 16 theatres.) $13,000. | theatres) “gs hol Ox- Pie (5,000; 70-95)— 
Danger” shapes fair $27,000 in ' Center (Par) (2.100; 40-75) — ry Danger O) and “Double 
three spots. “13th Letter” is very “Enforcer” (WB). Big $11,000 or Deal” (RKO). Slow $20.000. Last 
stow in five houses while “Gam-: over. Last week, “September Af- week, “Al Jennings Oklahoma” 


bling House” looks light $17,000 
in two. “Yesterday” hit a very. 
good $24,500 in ninth round to, 
hold again to break the mark made | 
at two houses in 1946 by “Bells of 
St. Mary’s.” 


Mister’ Sturdy 
$10,000 in Balto 


fair” (Par) (2d wk), $7,500. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Bedtime for Bonzo” (U) and “The 


| ° 
Flu Bops Philly: 
PS FMy, 
Torch” (EL). Okay $11,000. Last | F . ’ 
week, “Flying Missile” ‘Col) and) 
“Gasoline Alley” (Col), $8,500. | Payment Hot 2G 


(Col) plus Louis Prima onstage 
$23,000. . 

Michigan (United Detroit) ‘4,000: 
70-95) —“‘Born Yesterday” (Col) (2d 
wk). Slipping to okay $16,000. Last 
week, big $24,000. 





Most holdovers continued steady. Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95) — 
Reissue combo of “Mutiny on 70\—"Cry Danger” ‘RKO) and Philadelphia, Feb. 27, | ,s0Mahawk” (U) and “Once A 
Bounty” and “Day at Races” looks | Baltimore, Feb. 27. “Pride of Maryland” ‘Rep). Fine | With th sa “ eb. <!. | Thief” (Mono). Nice $18,000. Last 
good $18,500 in two locations. | Business is taking a decided dip $11,500. Last week, “Joan of! bie , ais sO Rema re-| week, “Storm Warning” (WB) and 

Estimates for This Week at downtown houses here this week Arc” (RKO) and “Atlantic City | Ported in this area, exhibitors here |«“Rogue River” (Rep) (2d wk), 


Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire ‘(FWC) (2,097; 2,- 
048; 1,719; 1,248; 2,296; 70-$1.10)— 
“13th Letter” (20th) and “Naughty 
Arlette” (EL). Dull $25,000. Last 
week, ‘Call Me Mister” (20th) and 


with balmy weather and shopping 
for early Easter providing the. 
prevailing alibi. “Bedtime For' 
Bonzo” is attracting some exira-, 
heavy juve trade to Keith’s, and | 
“Call Me Mister,” is sturdy at the | 


“Bowery Battalion” (Mono) (2d New, Others are only fair, with 
wk-5 days), $22,400. . “The Enforcer” disappointing at 
Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern Stanley. 


(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 70-$1.10) 
—‘Cry Danger” (RKO). Fair 
$27,000. Last week, “Enforcer” 
(WB) (2d wk-6 days), $18,400. 
Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 
404; 1,538; 70-$1.10)—“Gambling | 
House” (RKO) and “Law of Bad- 
lands” (RKO). Very slow $17,000. 
Last week, “Company She Keeps” 


Estimates for This Week 

Century ‘Loew’s-UA) ‘3,000; 20- 
70\—“‘Vengeance Valley’’ ‘(M-G). 
Fairish $9,000. Last week, “Steel 
Helmet” (Lip), $9,700. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
20-80\—"‘Cry Danger” (RKO) plus 
Ted Mack’s Amateurs. Unexciting | 
at $10,000. Last week, “Gambling | 





|had a Pe ee for | 
| way biz has slipped this round de-|" Madison (UD) (1.800: 70-95) 
spite mild weather. “Payment on “Company She Keeps” (RKO) ond 


6 9 Tee Demand” at Midtown got tf most | «pi, 7; Tay ) ; 
Demand Bi 19 attention of new product with | oe oe” eee S000, 
|socks total in prospect to give | 

ley but “13th Letter” is on disap-| Fine $14,000. Last week. “Stage 


Hub: ‘Mister’ 236 
. 
uD; Muster put“ 
| Pointing side at Fox. \to Tucson” (Col) and “Under Gun" 


Boston, Feb. 27. | Estimates for This W-ek | (U), $8,000. 

Most majors rearranged their; Aldine (WB) (1,303; $1.30-$2.60)| Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
schedules to open with new prod-' —‘‘Cyrano” (UA) (6th wk). Good “Bedtime Bonzo” (U). Fair $8,000, 
uct on Feb. 22, result being that $8,500. Last week, $10,000. 960000 “Frenchie” (U) (2d wk) 
biz is perking slightly this stanza.| pg ( ) (2.360: 50-99)—“Born | $6,000. 

“Payment on Demand” at Astor Yestanday”’ (Col) ath wk). Nice | Downtown (Balaban) 2,900; 70- 
and “Call Me Mister” at Met shape $14 000. Last week, $17,000. ,95)—"‘Mister Universe” (EL) and 


Honeymoon” (Rep) (5 days), $7,000. 





fe week, eae House” 
( r “ , rT oF ” 
house’ biggest total since EB voted aaa Wild Game 
opened last Christmas week. Arti: 


( - 70. 
“Storm Warning” is tidy at Stan- seas ek a SR 


(RKO) and “Hunt Man Down” House” «RKO) and vaude, $11,200. ' as best in town with “Enforcer” at | |“Cattie Queen” (EL). Weak $6,000 
(RKO), $21,300. seh? ) Aah a ee BE: ogg | Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) —| aoe J le tet 
Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- Keith’s (Schanberger) ‘2,460; 20- Paramount and Fenway nice. “Born | “Great Missouri Raid’ (Par). | Last week, “Wicked City” ‘EL) and 


70)—*‘Redhead and Cowboy” (Par). | 
Opened today (Tues.) after “Bed- | 
time for Bonza” ‘U) hit okay $8,000 
last week. 

Mayfair (‘Hicks) (980; 20-70)— 
“Fighting Sullivans” ‘Lip) and 
“Salerno Beachhead” (Lip) (reis- 
sues). Double bill of oldies attract- 
ing some activity at $6,000. Last | 
week, “Belle Le Grand” (Rep), | 
$4.600. 

New (Mechanic) (1.800; 20-70)— 


890; 2,812; 60-$1)—“Born Yester- 
@ay” (Col) (10th wk) and “Revenue 
Agent” (Col) (8th wk). Started rec- 
ord 10th frame yesterday ‘Mon.) 
after great $24,500 last week. 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) 
—‘Great Missouri Raid” (Par) (2d 
wk) and “War With Army” (Par) 
(4th wk). Moderate $19,000. Last 
week, nice $25,700. 

Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan) 


(Sie Sie; S604. "Meating | gttaee 1a nee ie 
on Bounty” (M-G) and “Day at (20th) (2d wk) $6 600. 
Races” (M-G) (reissues) ‘2d wk-'| “Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 


4 days). Starts final 4 days today 
(Tues.) after good $18,500 last 
w-ek. 

United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- 
dio City, Culver ‘UA-FWC) (2,100; 
1.370; 885; 880; 1,145; 70-$1.10) — 


“Enforcer” (WB). Not up to expec- 
tations with $9,000. Last week, | 
“September Affair” (Par), $8,600. | 
Town ‘Rappaport) ‘1,500; 20-70) | 
Chas tae . (RKO). | 
/ 4 i >» | OKay : , ast week, “Born 
*Tomahawk” (U) and “Top Secret” ” ic) ec 
(Indie). Very nice $32,000. Last | Yesterday (Col) (4th wk), $6,400. 


week, “Operation Disaster” (U): 


and “Spoilers of Plains’ ‘Rep) (6 9 | 
days), only $10,700. ‘Payment’ Paces Denver, 


“our Star ‘UA) (900; 70-90) — 





g) d00.” Last week sa.t00,, "* $16,000; ‘Harvey’ 236, 2d 
Tine Arts ‘(FWC) (677; $1.20-, Denver, Feb. 27. 


$2.40)—“Cyrano” (UA) (15th wk). “Payment on Demand” 
Into 15th round (Tues.) after nice top new film this round, 
$5 °00 last week. 

Reverly Canon ( Pagel A “4 
— Trio” (Par) (10th wk). Steady week at three houses. 
96 ee eae, | _ Estimates for This Week 


+o) ; ; 70-$1.10)—_ 
I a geil a as | Broadway ‘Wolfberg) (1,500; 40-. 


Neat $4,500. Lats week, 
R'ce” (Indie) (m.o.) (6 days), $1,- 
800.- 


Ealdevers Slough Mals.; 
‘Pavment’ Fancy $12,000, 
‘2d Woman’ Okay $7,009. 


Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 
With the public given little 
choice in the way of fresh fare: 


shapes as 
with “De- 
ported” also good at Paramount. | 
“Harvey” looms great on second 


$8,000. 
| Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-80) 
—"Great Missouri Raid” 
Good $11,000. Last week, “Trio” 
, (Par), $7,000. 
| Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-80) — 
“Harvey” (‘U) and “Undercover 
Girl” (U), ‘2d wk). Day-date with 
Esquire, Webber. 
Last week, sock $25,000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742: 40-80) — 
“Harvey” (U) and “Undercover 
Girl” ‘U) (2d wk). Also Denver, 
(Continued on page 20) 





Yesterday” h.o. at Orpheum not) Okay $15,000. Last’ week, “Opera- | “Modern Marriage” (Mono), $4,000, 


up to expectations but not bad. | sion’ x (Col) $10,000 
4s : ” ; x ’ ’ . } e 9 
Gambling House” plus vaude at Fox (20th) (2,250: 50-99)—‘13th | Frisco Hotsy; ‘Payment 


ee gh ne | Husky $24,000, ‘Redhead’ 


inaugurated stageshow policy at | Letter” (20th). Mild $13,000. Last | 
166, ‘Enforcer’ Hep 156 


uptown Loew’s State opened okay. ' week, “Call Me Mister’”’ (20th) (2d | 
San Francisco, Feb. 27. 





“Tomahawk” in second week at | Wk), $15,000. 
Memorial is holding stoutly. | Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
Estimates for This Week |99)—‘‘Vengeance Valley” (M-G) | 
Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 50-95) — ‘(2d wk). Trim $14,000. Last week, | 
“Payment on Demand” ‘RKO). | $20,000. | 


“Bitter | 80)—“‘Never Dull Moment” (RKO). 
(3d wk). Fair $6,000. Last week, | 


(Par). | 


Socko $19,000. Last week, “Sound | 


of Fury” (UA) (2d wk), $3,200. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-98) — 
“Gambling House” (RKO) 
Louis Jordan, Wally Brown on- 
stage. Nice $22,000. 
“Company She Keeps” (RKO) and 
Joan Blondell, Bert Wheeler head- 
ing stageshow, $24,000. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 
“Enforcer” (WB) and ‘“‘Model Wife” 
(Indie) ‘reissue’. Nice $6,000. Last 
week, “Mr. Universe” (EL) and 
“Second Face” (EL), 

Majestic (Shubert) (1,100; $1.20- 
$2.40) — ‘“‘Cyrano” (UA) ‘7th wk). 
Wound 7-week run at $7,000. Last 
week, $8,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Tomahawk” (‘(U) and “Rhythm 
Inn” (Mono) (2d wk). Holding nice- 
ly at $17,500 after $22,000 for first. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
85)—"‘Call Me Mister” (20th) and 


“Blue Blood” (Mono). Strong $23,- 


000 or under. Last week, “13th 
Letter” (20th) and “Midnight 
Melody” (Indie), $10,000 in 6 days. 

Orpheum ‘Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) (2d wk). 
Big $19.000 after $24,000 for first. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
— “Enforcer” (WB) and “Model 
Wife” (Indie) (reissue). Sturdy 
$15,000. Last week, “Mr. Universe” 


(EL) and “Second Face” (EL), $10,- 
, 500 in 6 days. 
Solid $16,000. 


Last week, | 


plus | 


199) — ‘ 
(RKO). Socko $22,000. Last week, | the | biggest 


'“Storm Warning” i 
'$20,000. Last week, “At War With | 85)——“‘Payment on Demand” (RKO) 
| Army” (Par) (5th wk), sock $12,000. | and “Double Deal” (RKO). Husky 
_ $24,000 or near. Last week. “‘Com- 


Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99) — 


'“Cause for Alarm” (M-G) (2d wk). | 


Sad $9,000, Last week, $13,000. 


Midtown (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
“Payment on Demand” 


Strong holiday biz is helping to 
keep grosses at a high level here 
currently. However, many holds 


, Overs are Sagging, public apparent- 


ly going for the new _ product. 
“Payment on Demand” is getting 
money with husky 


“Harvey” (U) (6th wk), big $5,000. | Session at the Golden Gate. How- 


Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 


'99)—"September Affair” ‘Par) (2d 


'wk). Fair $14,000. Last week, | 
' $19,000. 
Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99) — 


(WB). 


Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99) — 
“The Flying Missile” (Col). 
$11,000. Last week, “Sugarfoot” 


(WB) (2d wk), $8,000. 





' “Bitter Rice” 


i] 
' 


' 
} 


Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99)—| 
“Seven Days to Noon” (Indie) (4th | 


wk). Down to $3,000. Last week, 
fine $4,500. 

World (G&S) (500; 
(Indie) 
Okay $3,700. Last week, $4,000, 





“MISSOURIAN’-STAGER 


FINE $12,000, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Feb. 27. 
Biz is holding steady at first-runs 
; here despite strong four-day com- 


Tidy | 


Brisk 








; ever, “The Enforcer” is compara- 


| 


tively as strong with a very big 
week in prospect at St. Francis. 
“Redhead and Cowboy” looms 
okay in nine days at Paramount. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate ‘RKO) (2.850: 60- 


pany She Keeps” (RKO) pus 
Stageshow headed by Billy Eck- 
Stine, boff $32,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4.651; 60-95)—“Call 


Me Mister” (20th) and “Blue 
Blood” (Mono). Fairly good 
| $20,000. Last week, “Belle Le 


| Grand” (Rep) and “Pride of Mary- 


(13th wk), | 2nd" (Rep), $10,000. 


Warfield (Loew's) (2,656; 60-85) 


/— “Vengeance Valley” (M-G) (2d 


| wk). Off to $10,000. Last week, oke 
$19,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85) 
'—“Redhead and Cowboy” ‘Par) 
‘and “Atlantic Honeymoon” (Rep). 
Okay $16,000 or over in 9 davs. 
Last week, “Great Missouri Raid” 
|(Par) and “Fingerprints Don't 
| Lie” (Lip), $17,500 in 9 days. 


| - €0-85)-— 
State (Loew) (3,500; 50-95) —)| petish from opening round of state | ‘St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 60-85) 


“Cause for Alarm” (M-G) plus 
Spots, Jack E. Leonard, others, 
onstage. Okay $20,000. Last week, 
_ “Born 

' $16,000. 





because of so many holdovers, loop | 
biz is not big this round. 


The | ‘ al & 3 e 
rinber at neweoner. in oc. “Walonting’ Sock $15,000, Cincy Ace: 


Best new ones are “Payment on! 
Demand” and “The Second) 
Woman,” former shaping nice at! 
Orpheum. It is the sixth week for | 
“Born Yesterday” and the third’ 
for high-stepping “At War With | Cincinnati, Feb. 27 


Army | Another spread of 
Estimates for This Week product has downtown trade jump- 
Century ‘Par) (1,600; 50-70) — ing for second straight stanza. 
“Seven Days to Noon” (Indie) (2d “Valentino,” socko in the Palace, 
wk). Mild $4,000, after good $6,- is the current topper. Nearly as 
000 initial canto. strong is “Vengeance Valley” at 
Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-70)— the smaller Grand. “Call Me 
“At War With Army” ‘Par) (3d_ 
wk). Showing boxoffice vitality. lusty holdovers. 
Neat $5,000 here will earn it still | Estimates for This Week 
another week, Last week, fancy Albee ‘RKO) (3,100; 39-75)— 
$6.900. “Enforcer” (WB). Okay $10,000 or 
Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—“Op- near. Last week, 
eration Pacific’ (WB) (2d wk). Korea” ‘Coli), $8,000. 
Smash $7,000 after a hefty $9,500 | 
first week. 75)— “Call Me Mister” (20th) (2d 
Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— wk). Solid $11,000 trailing excel- 
“Pagan Love Song” (M-G) (2d wk). lent $13,000 bow. 
(Continued on page 20) 4 Grand 


(RKO) (1,400; 39-75)— 


“Vengeance Valley” (M-G). Fancy ble Deal” (RKO). 
above-par $11,000. Last week, ‘‘Company She | 


' Keeps” (RKO), $7,000. 


Yesterday” (Col), great! 


Valley’ Rich 116, Enforcer’ Oke 106 


Ink | high school basketball tournament. 


| “Three Guys Named Mike,” at 
| Loew’s, is tops, with “Call Me Mis- 
ter,’ at Indiana, and “Sugarfoot” 
at Circle, just fair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 


ond Face” (ELC). Moderate $9,- 
000. Last week, “Bedtime for 
Bonzo” (U) and “Hunt the Man 
Down” (RKO), stout $11,700. 
Indiana (G-D) (3,200; 44-65)— 
| “Call Me Mister” (20th) and ‘“‘Dou- 
Mild $10,500. 
Last week, “Great Missouri Raid” 
|(Par) and “Rhythm Inn” (Mono), 





| Keith’s (Mid-States) (1,542; 39- $9,000. 


| 75) — “Operation Disaster” (U). 
Slow $5,000. Last week, “Bed- 
, time for Bonzo” (U), nice $8,000. 

| “Lyric (RKO) (1,500; 39-75)— 


wk). 
‘great $7,000 last’ week. 
| Palace (RKO) 

. “Valentino” (Col). 


_thony Dexter and Patricia Medina 


and Thursday climaxed press, ra- 
‘dio and TV bally, contests, stunts 
,;and window tieups. 
“Highway 301” (WB), $9,000. 


(2,600; 39-75)— Alarm” 
t Socko $15,000 | bands” 
“A Yank In| rewarding rousing compaign. An- | days. 


Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65)— 
“Bitter Rice” (Indie). 
Last week, on moveovers. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427: 44-65)— 





Mister” and “Born Yesterday” are “Born Yesterday” (Col) (m.o.) (3d | “3 Guys Named Mike” (M-G) and 
Robust $6,500 on heels of “Revenue Agent” 


(Col). 


Dandy 
Last week, 


“Cause for 
(M-G) and “Three Hus- 
(UA), tepid $7,000 in 5 


Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 50-85)—“Mis- 


| $12,000. 


Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 39- personal appearances Wednesday sourian” (Rep) with Pee Wee King 


orch, acts, onstage. Nice $12,000. 


‘Last week, “Mystery Submarine” | 
Last week, ‘U) and “Beyond Purple Hills” 


, (Col), thin $3,500 at 44-65c scale. 


65)—“‘Sugarfoot” (WB) and ‘“Sec- , 55-85 


Big $8,000. | 


“The Enforcer” (WB). Very big 
| $15,000. Last week, “September 
| Affair” (Par (3d wk), $7,500. 

| Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,478; 55 
| 85) — “Valentino” (Col) (2d wk). 
|Off to $14,500. Last week, big 
; $22,500. 

| United Artists (No. Coast) (1.207; 
) — “Born Yesterday” ‘Col) 
(7th wk). Holding at $10,000. Last 
| week, big $11,500. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (370; $1.20- 
2.40) — “Cyrano” (UA) (6th wk’. 
'Up to $6,700. Last week, big 
| $6,500. 

Clay (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 
| “Blue Angel” (Indie) (reissue) ‘<( 
'wk). Held at $3,700. Last week, 
great $3,800. i 

Larkin (Rosener) (400; 65-85) — 
“Blue Angel” (Indie) (reissue) ‘2d 
wk). Steady at $4,000. Last week, 


i 
! 


big $4,200. Z 
Vogue (S. F. Theatres) (3655 
-$1-$1.20)\—“Trio” (Par) (6th wk). 


Fine $4,000. Last week, $4.800. 


Angeli to Coast for Pic 
Pier Angeli, under five-year con 
tract to Metro since her periorm- 
‘ance in “Teresa,” leaves N. Y. i 
'the Coast Saturday (3) with he 
/mother and sister. “The 

Italian import prepares for bi 
Light Touch,” in which sne ! 
| star opposite Stewart Granger. 
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Mild Weather, Holiday Lift Chi: 
‘Groom’ Brisk $12,000, Danger’ OK 


126, ‘Jennings 14G, ‘Mudlark’ 8G 


r% 


L’ ville Better; ‘Mo. Raid’ 
Fast $12,000, Bogart 76 


P Louisville, Feb. 27. 
Springlike weather on the local 
scene is sending patrons who have 
been weatherbound, back to down- 
town theatre area. “Great Missouri 
Raid” looms fast at the Rialto. 
“Enforcer” at Mary Anderson 


Broadway Upped by 8 New Bills, 
Strong HO.’s; Danger'-Fisher $70,000 
into Pct *satees| Teakettle -Ritzes 756, Letter’ Neat 206 








_ Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Spring-like weather over week- 
end and Washington’s Birthday 
set the Loop up for a par session 
despite few big, new pix. “Mud- 
lark” should rack up $8,000 at the 
7iegfeld. “Al Jennings of Okla- 
homa” and “Yank in Korea” combo 
is fair $14,000 at State-Lake. 

Roosevelt, with “Sugarfoot” and 
“Blue Blood,” looks light $11,000. 


“Cry Danger,” with “Boy From 
Indiana” in support, looms okay 
$12,000 at Palace. Grand, with 


“Groom Wore Spurs” and “Melody 
Time.” is brisk $12,000. 

“September Affair” plus Guy 
Mitchell and Ken Griffin onstage 
looks strong $38,000 or over for 
second frame at Oriental. Chicago 
with “Operation Pacific” and Con- 
nie Russell topping vaude, shapes 
fair $28,000 in second heat. “Cy- 
rano” at Selwyn looms lusty $12,- 
000 in sixth. Woods sixth-weeker, 
“Born Yesterday,” is still solid at 
$16,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-98)— 
“Operation Pacific” (WB) and Con- 
nie Russell topping stage bill (2d 
wk. Fair $28,000. Last week, 


$45.000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)— 
“Groom Wore Spurs” (U) and 
“Melody Time” (RKO), Nice $12,- 
000. Last week, “Girls Under 21” 
(Col) and “Girls of Road” (Col) 
(reissues), $10,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 55-98)— 
“September Affair” (Par) with Guy 
Mitchell and Ken Griffin onstage 
(2d wk). Solid $38,000. Last week, 


$46,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98)— 
“Cry Danger” (RKO) and ‘Boy 
From Indiana” (EL). Okay $12,- 
000. Last week, “Operation Dis- 
(U) and “Double Deal” 


aster” 
(RKO), $11,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Sugarfoot” (WB) and “Blue Blood” 


vy 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 








Omaha; ‘Born’ 76 


Omaha, Feb. 27. 
“Admiral Was a Lady” sparked 
by the Lawrence Welk band-revue 
is giving the Orpheum a very good 


$18,000. “Bedtime For Bonzo” is 
doing okay at Paramount. The 
Omaha with “Shakedown” plus 


“Deported” is not so bad at $8,000. 
Standout, however, is the Brandeis 
with “Born Yesterday” with near 
sock total. 
Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col). Smash 
$7,000, great for this house. Last 


“He’s Cockeyed Wonder” 
$7,000. 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 


plus Lawrence Welk band and 
revue onstage. Very good $18,000. 
Last week, “Great Missouri Raid’ 


good $12,000 at 70c top. 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 





(Mono). Lean $11,000. Last week, 
“Steel Helmet” (Lip) (2d wk), 
$19,000. | 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.25-| 
$2.40)—“‘Cyrano” (UA) (6th wk). | 
Still mighty at $12,000. Last week, 
$12.500. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-98) 
—‘Al Jennings Oklahoma” (Col) 
and “Yank in Korea” (Col). Fair 
$14.000. Last week, “Storm Warn- 
ing” (WB) (2 wk), $15,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
95'\—"‘Company She Keeps” (RKO) 
and “Second Face” (EL) (2d wk). 
Running steady at $13,000. Last 


70) — “Bedtime for Bonzo” (U). 


hawk” (U), $9,500. 

State (Goldberg) (865; 20-75) — 
“Call Me Mister” (20th) (2d wk). 
Surprisingly fine $5,500. Last week, 
$9,000. 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) 
“Shakedown” (U) and “De- 
ported” (U). Healthy $8,000. Last 
week, “Halls Montezuma” (20th) 
(m.o.) and “Timber Fury” (EL), tall 
$9,000. , 





Bonzo’ Good 116, 


week, ‘Yank in Korea” (Col) and | 


| big 
(Col), | treimet” in five houses here, as 


80)—“‘Admiral Was a Lady” (UA) | 
(Par) and “Hit Parade 1951” (Rep), | 


, Good $11,000. Last week, “‘Toma- | 


Mike” at the State is good. Washington’s Birthday holiday $130,000. Great trade on Washing- 
Estimates for This Week trade, plus a strong weekend hy- ton’s Birthday plus fine weekend 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; db inglike weather, is SPelling the upbeat. Holds a third, 
45-65)—"Enforcer” (WB). Off to|/Poed by springlike ’4./ and possibly a fourth, with “Royal 
brisk start, and early pace indi-| boosting Broadway firstrun trade Wedding” (M-G) coming in next as 
cates neat $7,000 for Humphrey |! this session. All-day rain Wednes- | the Hall’s Easter pic. 


Bogart starrer. Last week, “Killer| g., (21) failed to cut much into! Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)— 


Stalked New York (Col), $6,500. the pre-holiday business while the “Model Wife” (Indie) and “The 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; : San Francisco Docks” (Indie) (reis- 
45-65) —“‘Great Missouri Raid’ | actual holiday was one of the sues). Light $4,500 and holds only 


(Par) and “Rhythm Inn” (Mono).' strongest Broadway deluxers have: one week. In ahead “Perfect 
Looks nice $12,000. Last week. | enjoyed in some time. | Woman” (EL), $4,000 in 6 days. 


“Call ister” ( ) : - 
ola Battalion” : onan. Po Eight new bills and several | Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 


$14,000, and m.o. strong holdovers are helping all | $1.25)—“13th Letter” (20th) (2d 
State (Loew's) (3,000; 45-65)— along the line. Best showing of bs First week ending last night 

“Three Guys Named Mike” (M-G) oman ts being made by “Cry Tues.) hit strong $20,000. Holding. 

and “Modern Marriage” (M-G).| Danger,” with Eddie Fisher, Russ | a. —— — a 

Good $11,000. Last week, “Letter | Case band and De Marco Sisters | ‘24 wk-6 days), $7,700. _, 

to Three Husbands” (UA) : | Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75)— 


and i h t the Para- ’ : 
“Cause For Alarm” (M-G), about | Meading stagesiow al tonet that|“U.S.S. Teakettle” (20th) with Ritz 





same. ls ‘ h added patron-| Bros., Gale Robbins, Maxellos 

Strand (FA) (1,400; 45-65)—! pla og Ree Big ne Tg solid | heading stage bill. Shapes to get a 
“Mr. Universe” (EL) and “The! $70,000 likely on first week. Top} barely okay $75,000. Holds. In 
Torch” (EL). Slow $3,500. Last | straight-filmer is reissue combo of ,;ahead, “Call Me Mister” (20th) 


week, “Short Grass” (Mono) and 
“Sierra Passage’ (Mono), $5,000. 


Helmet’ Terrif 


“Dodge City” and “Virginia City,” | with stageshow headed by Danny 
'which is racking up an amazing Kaye (3d wk-9 days), soared ‘to 
| $23,000 at the Mayfair. $110,000, over hopes. Helped by 
| “1. S.S. Teakettle,” with Ritz! MW record at house for Washing- 


“heading stage bill, is just |tn’s Birthday. 
ares oy S i | State (Loew’s) 


okay at $75,000 for the Roxy. “No} (3,450; 55-$1,50) 
Orchids i Miss Blandish” looks ;—‘“Tomahawk” (U) (2d wk). Hold- 
lush $16,000 at the Globe. “Mrs.|ing strongly with $22,000 after 
O’Malley and Mr. Malone,” with) socko $30,000 opening round. Stays 
oronto vaude, new change at the Palace, | on. . 
9 9 is giving that house a profitable; Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2)— 
$18,000, best in some time. |“Operation Pacific’ (WB) plus 
Toronto, Feb. 27. | “13th Letter” shapes up strong! Johnny Pineapple and his Hawai- 
Flu epidemic is cutting into biz, at $20,000 at the Rivoli while; ian Revue onstage (4th wk). Drag- 
here with scare particularly nick-,‘“‘Under the Gun” is moderate | ging down to lean $19,000, with 
ing matinee receipts. However, | $12,000 at the Criterion. Rialto; new stageshow brought in because 
action films are still clicking for | oldie combo of “Model Wife” and, of prior commitments of others. 
returns, notably “Steel | “The San Francisco Docks” is dull. | Last week, with Denise Darcel. Vic- 
The holiday is boosting “Pay-, tor Lombardo orch onstage for 
'well as “Montezuma” on holdover. ment on Demand,” with stageshow, | third round, was okay $30,000, 
'“Born Yesterday” in second stanza | to big $138,000 at the Music Hall, | Storm Warning” (WB), with Jo- 
‘also is still smash. “Prince of, beating the initial week by $8,000 sephine Baker, Buddy Rich orch, 
| Peace,” an indie religious theme, | and winning a third stanza. Wash- the Zoris heading stageshow, opens 
| also is big at two houses. |ington’s Birthday likewise lifted | Friday (2). 
Estimates for This Week “Born Yesterday” to rousing $26,-' Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
| Downtown, Glendale, Mayfair,| 000 at the Victoria. “Tomahawk”; “Trio” (Par) (21st wk). The 20th 
| Scarboro, State (Taylor) (1,059;|is holding strongly with $22,000 round ended Monday (26) held 
955; 470; 698; 694: 35-57)—“Steel | at the State in its second frame. very strongly at $6,000 after $5,800 











Helmet” (Lip) and “Hot Rod” | Estimates for This Week in 19th frame. Continues, with 
Higa Terrific $16,500. Last week, | Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.50) | “Kon-Tiki” (RKO) set to open 


; Queen” (Lip), $15,500. | weak endie : 
; ; | g today (Wed.), with the Ls) 
| 1 ae ee ee os Be ‘holiday helping, pushing up to solid , 74-$1.50/—“So Long at Fair” (EL) 
(Indie) Hefty $11 500, L. t vow 4 | $11,000 after $10,500 last week. | (6th wk). Holding very well at 
| “Snake Pit” (20th) and Ans B : ; | Holds four days of 11th round, with | $5,500 after $5,800 in week ahead. 
| for Pegay” (20th) (reissues), $3.500. | ,14,20UrS, (20th) coming in next | Stays on. 
| Imperial (FP) (3.373: 38.77). Monday (5) on special invitational Trans-Lux 52nd St. (T-L) (540; 
'“Born Yesterday” (Col) (2d wk)..| Preem: with regular run opening | 90-$1.50'—“Seven Days To Noon” 
| Still smash $20,000. Last week. | following day, March 6. | (Indie) (11th wk). The 10th stanza 
$20,700 ieee ‘ ‘| Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- | ended Sunday (25) was $5,600 after 
Loew’s (Loew) (2.096: 48-67)— | $2-40)—“Cyrano” (UA) (15th wk). | $5,500 for ninth. Continues. 
“Kim” (M-G) (2d wk). Fair $6,000 /The 14th round ended last night! Victoria (City Inv.) (1.060; 95- 
: ~~" (Tues.) held at $9,000, with extra! $1.50)— “Born Yesterday” 


Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 


(Col) 


‘Target’ Sharp $10,000, 
Seattle; ‘Enforcer’ 9 


week, $16,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) (6th wk). 
Still great with $16,000. Last week, 
$19,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—“Bitter 
Rice” (Indie) (8th wk). Very good | 
$4.°00. Last week, $4,300. 





The holiday and_ good 


session despite many holdovers. 


.Ziesfe'd (Lopert) (434; 98)—| “Target for Tonight” looms big 
‘Mudlark” (20th). Socko $8,000.| at Liberty. “Korea Patrol” shapes 
Last week, “Great Manhunt” (Col); great at Blue Mouse. “The En-| 
(4th wk), $4,000. forcer” shapes fairly good at 





Orpheum. Louis Armstrong band. 
at Palomar is lifting “Three Hus- 
bands” to a great total. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 65- 


‘Mike’ Great $18,000 In 
Srotty St. Loo; ‘Danger’ 





90)—“Korea Patrol” (EL) and 

, . ? “Blanche Fury” (EL). Great 
Nice 126; ‘War 146, 36| eaten Last week, “Tomahawk” | 
St. Louis, Feb, 27, |(U) and “Midnight Melody” (Rep) 


Spring-like weather over the | ‘2d wk’. big $5,000. 
Weekend is making biz spotty this 
session at tiret-oum Pebetres. “Three | 90)—"Sept. Affair” (Par) 
Guys Named Mike” is doing great |“Rhythm Inn” (Mono) 
at Loew's to pace city while “Cry | Big $8,000 after $10,800 last week. | 
anne also is nice. at the|.. Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,-' 

tssouri. 
still is in the chips in second Am-| (Col) | (2d wk) with “My True | 
bassador week but elsewhere tak- | Story” (Col) added. Terrific $10,- | 
ings are not so good. :000. Stays again. Last week, $13,- 


and 


Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) | 
—‘“Target Unknown” (U) and “Op- | 
eration Disaster’ (U). Big $10,000. | 
Last week, “Company She Keeps” | 
(RKO) and “Double Deal” (RKO), | 
Tox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)—“Bed- | $5,300 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-| 
75 —"At War With Army” (Par) 
and “Frenchie” (U) (3d wk). Fancy 
$14.000 following $16,000 second 


Stonza. 





time for Bonzo” (U) and “Short Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,200; 65- 
srass”’ (Mono). Opens today 90)—"*Kim”’ (M-G) and “Mrs. | 
wae ’. Last week, “The Enforcer” ne a ge’ = = : 
'B) and = “Showd ” ( Rep), | wk). rea ’ after last 
80.4 $15,000. ee . ee week’s $18,200. | 


un. 9ew's (Loew) (3,172; 50-75) —! Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 65- 
Three Guys Named Mike” (M-G) ,90)—“The Enforcer” (WB). Fairly 
and “Father's Wild Game” (Mono). | 800d $9,000. Last week, “Grounds 
Bis $18,000. Last week, “Venge- | for Marriage” (M-G) and “Experi- 
ance Valley” (M-G) and “Tougher , ment Alcatraz” (RKO), no dice at. 
hev Come” (Col) $13,800. $7,300. , 
un issouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)—| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 50-$1) 
C'~ Danger” (RKO) and “Double |—“3 Husbands” (UA) (2d wk), plus 
Deal” (RKO). Nice $12,000. Last! Louis Armstrong orch onstage. 
Wwe: k. “Call Me Mister” (20th) and | Great $13,000 via Armstrong pull. | 
B'ue Blood” (Mono), $12,500.. |Last week, “Branded” (Par) (2d 
2 »ert Undie) (1,500; 60-75)—/run), with burlesque onstage, solid | 
r snded” (Par) and “Bowery Bat- , $9,500 
“on (Mono). Mild $4,000.! Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
L:.. ‘ week, “Seven Days to Noon” , 65-90)—“Call Me Mister” (20th) 
(In‘c) and “Sierra Passage”|and “Second Face” (EL) (2d wk). 
(Mono), $3,500. \Great $9,000. Last week, $10,600. | 


show | 
weather is boosting biz a bit this | 


| $16,000. 


Last week, $8,000. 
Nortown, University (FP) 


“Halls of Montezuma” (20th) (2d 
wk). Solid $12,000. Last week, 


Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 38-67)— 
“Tomahawk” (U). Okay $6,500. 
Last week, “Two Weeks with Love’”’ 
(M-G) (2d wk), $6,000. 





‘Mike’ Lively $13,000, 
| Cleve.; ‘Danger’ 12'4G 


Cleveland, Feb. 27. 
Loew’s State is getting breaks 
for a nice stanza with “Three Guys 


_est worked up for it by well bally- 
'hooed fact that most of its outdoor 


(2d wk).' and flying scenes were made here 
last summer at Cleveland Airport. | 
'Five stage appearances by Dick | 
“At War With Army” | 349; 65-90) — “Born Yesterday” | Powell made at Palace to tee off 


his ‘Cry Danger” also proved help- 


ful in drumming up another smart | 
take, Hipp’s “Enforcer” on h.o. is. 
Estimates for This Week 300 |p 


ulling strong. 

Estimates for This Week 
Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-80)— 
“V’d Climb Highest 
(20th). 
“Mudlark” (20th), $11,000. 

Esquire (Community) 
80)—“‘Operation Disaster’ (U). Sat- 
isfactory $4,200. Last week, “Al 
oe of Oklahoma” (Col), $2,- 
500. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-80)— 
“Enforcer’ (WB) (2d wk). Fine 
$14,000 ollowing $19,000. 


Lower Mall (Community; 505)—_ 


“Bitter Rice” (Indie) (10th wk). Oke 
$3,500 after $4,000 last folio. 
Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-80)— 


| “Cry Danger” (RKO). Fine at $12,- 
500. Last week, “Yank in Korea” 


(Col), $7,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-80)— 
“Three Guys Named Mike” (M-G). 
Nice $13,000. Last week. “Ven- 


:geance Valley” (M-G), $15.0%. 


Stillman (Loew’s) (2,709; 55-80) 
—“‘Vengeance Valley” (M-G) (m.o.). 
Moderate $7,000. Last week, 
“Tomahawk” (U) (m.o.), same. 


(704; 55- «Mrs. O'Malley, Mr. Malone” (M- “Three Guys Named Mike” (M-G) 


_G) with vaude. A bit better than nq 


1,556; 38-77) — “Call M » 2585 
| 1,000; -i)— Ca e Mister” | : 
ee Le: Se ISO Last | on indet. 
Seattle, y . | week, 000. E ; 
a a Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)—|—‘“Vengeance Valley” (M-G) with | 


| Named Mike.” Considerable inter- 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,877; 65- | 


i 
| 


| day (Wed.) shapes up to lush $16,- 
000 or better. Holds, naturally. In 





Mountain” | 
Fair $10,000. Last week, 


} 


matinees on Washington’s Birthday (10th wk). 
helping. Last week, $8,800. Stays; Monday (26) pushed up to $26.000 


Ninth session ended 


after $24,000 in eighth week. Con- 


Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) | tinues on. 


‘Blue Barron orch, Joey Adams, 
| Felix Knight, others, onstage (2d- 
final wk). Not likely to go over 
$30,000 this round after okay $45,- 
000 opening week. “Three Guys 
Named Mike” (M-G), with Johnny 
Long orch, Georgia Gibbs heading 
stageshow, opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—“Under the Gun” (U). First week 


' 








‘ending today (Wed.) looks like rou- 
‘tine $12,000. Holds a few days. In 
ahead, “Frenchie” (U) (2d wk-5 
' days), $7,500. 


‘is helping current week to 





* 


K.C. Biz Up; ‘Payment’ 
Stout $11,000, ‘Mister’ 
196, ‘3 Cuys’ 186, Big 


Kansas City, Feb. 27. 
Let-up in cold weather plus 
school holiday last Thursday (22) 
im- 


proved figures. “Call Me Mister” 


|in three Fox Midwest houses is 


Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.20)| tacking up a bie session. Three 


—‘“‘No Orchids for Miss Blandish” | 
(Indie). Initial round ending to- 


Guys Named Mike” at Midland 


| looks strong and will stay a second. 
| Missouri is fairly stcut with ‘‘Pay- 
-ment on Demand.” 


Most spots 


ahead, “Sugarfoot” (WB) (2d wk-, Were hurt by bliz Jast week. 


5 days), $6,000. | 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.20) 
—‘‘Dodge City” (WB) and “Virginia | 
City” (WB) (reissues). Going like a. 
house afire, with smash $23,000 or) 
near in the first week ending today | 
(Wed.). Holds. Last week, “Last | 
Gangster” (M-G) and “Big Store” | 
(M-G) (reissues) (4th wk), 
$8,500. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— ' 


oKay | « 


Estimates for This Week 
Esauire (Fox Midwest) (800; 45- 


| 60)—“Salerno Beachhead” (indie) 


and “Fighting Sullivans” (Indie) 
(reissues). Giving house one of its 
better weeks at %4.000. Last week. 
“Girls Under 21” (Indie) and 
“Girls of Road” (Indie), $3.500. 

Kimo (Dickinson (550: 6f-85)— 
Red Shoes” (EL) (3d wk). Steady 


| $2.000. Last week. same. 


Midland (Loow’s) (3.500; 50-75)— 


“Cause for Alarm” (M-G). 


recently with profitable $18,000. Fiying hich at $16,090. and holds. 


Last week, “Rogue River” (EL) and 


Last week. “Mrs. O'Malley, Mr. 


_vaude, miserable $13,000 and below waione” (M-G) and “Three Hus- 


hopes, being one of the slowest 
weeks under current policy. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) “Payment on D2mand” 
'—"“Cry Danger” (RKO) plus Eddie Solo for policy switch, pleasant 
Fisher, Russ Case orch, De Marco | $11,000. 


| bands” (M-G). light $9.000. 


Missouri (RKO) (2.650: 50-75)— 
(RKO). 
“Storm 


Last week, 


| Sisters (5) topping stageshow (2d-| Warning” (WB) and “Texan Meets 


final wk). Initial session ended last Calamity Jane” 


(Col), medium 


night (Tues.) went to solid $70,000. | $g 000. 


In ahead, “At War With Army”) 


Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 


(Par) with Harvey Stone, Boyd Rae- 50-75)—‘“Branded” (Par) (2d wk-4 


burn orch, others onstage (4th wk), days). 


nice $52,000. 
Radio City Music Hall (Rocke-' 
fellers) 


ment on Demand” (RKO) 


stageshow (2d wk). Pushing up to $19,000. 


Nifty $6,000. Last week, 


| hefty $12,000. 


Tower - Untown - Fairwav (Fox 


(5.945; »80-$2.40) — “Pay- Midwest) (2,100: 2,043; 706, 40-75) 
and —‘“Call Me Mister” 


(20th). Big 


Last week, “Frenchie” 


‘big $138,000 to top initial week's (U), $15,000. 
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Paris Blaze Delays Prod. 


Paris, Feb. 27. 
Four pix now rolling, ‘“V:ctor,” 
“Monsieur Fabre,” “Eux” and 
“Auberge Rouge,” will suffer de- 
lays, because of a fire at the 
Traonouez costume factory and 


Brit. Festival Expects 200,000 Yank > | 
Tourists Despite Few Added Draws 


London, Feb. 20. + 
The dollar (U. S.) tourist trade is 
expected to earn .$100,000.000 for. 
Britain this year, but little is being | 
offered in the way of diversion 
other than the countr:wide cover- | 
age in connection with the Festival ' 
of Britain. But the Travel Assn., 
whose function it is to appeal to 
visitors, reckon that this-should be 
enough to induce 200,000 to cross 
the Atlantic. 
The estimates are based on the 
premise that there will be no de- 
terioration in the international sit- 








Mex Indies Get Help Of | is estimated to exceed $150,000. 


‘ ° Traonouez has practically a 
Ex-Prexy in Trust Drive monopoly here of theatrical cos- 
Mexico City, Feb. 20. 


tumes, and keeps a very heavy 
Independent producers who are stock on hand. 
campaigning for reorganization of 


the pic industry, on the idea o Few New Music 





crushing the alleged trust control- 
ling much of exhibition in Mexi- 
co, have enlisted the support of 
Gen. Abelardo L. Rodriguez, ex- 
president of Mexico. who heads 
the semi-official Credito C'nemato- 


_warehouse here. Loss in costumes. 


| Shows From US. 








Separate Shoris Quota 
| Sought by Brit. ACAT 


Londons Feb. 20. 
The reinstatement of a separate 


quota for shorts at a starting fig-, 


ure of 50° is advocated by _the 
Assn. of Cine & Allied Technicians 


in a supplementary memorandum , 


to the Board of Trade on amend- 
' ments to the Films Act. The tech- 
| Nicians’ union urges the BOT to 
‘admit frankly that the experiment 
of having a supporting quota has 


; -nsi sho grafico, a film production, distri- 
ia p Bg —— veises: bution, exhibition and financing | failed. - a 
of the figure being reached. This O'8anization. Gen. Rodriguez has ora memorandum — = 
estimate. on the number of North told the indies, headed by Miguel or on on the supporting quota has . 
American and Canadian tourists; Contreras Torres, that he_ will neither to increased production 0 
would be an all-time high. Last Present their plea to President | Santen tab. Ob British second features nor to in- 
year, about 125,000 American tour- , Miguel Aleman. Pe; code \qomigrese creased exhibition of British 
ists came to Britain and left be- Rodriguez also has plans for General opinion in the trade shorts. They advocate that the 
improving the production setup. here seems to be that finding fi-, quota should rise in stages to 


hind nearly $70.000.000 here, that 
figure being a substantial advance 
over 1949. 


He would see that all films are nance for big musical shows and 
played on percentage. 


paying hefty royalties are a thing 





To lure the dollar laden tourists, 
the Travel Assn. has an advertis- 
ing budget for the American press 
exceeding $250,000, but the cam- 
paign is being modified for psy- | 


Scalera Studios 


of the past. 

; This is rather apparent from the 
' future list of productions slated for 
the West End shortly. These com- 
prise only two from America, Jack 


chological reasons in light of re- | Hylton's “Kiss Me, Kate” at the 
cent international developments. | Coliseum March 8, and “South 
Blatant appeals to visit Britain | é . 0 Pacific,” due to follow “Carousel 


alongside stories of the Korean 
campaign might conceivably have 


ral ; Lack of working capital prompt- 
offended U. S. public opinion. The eq Michele Scalera. 


at Drury Lane sometime. late this 
year, with the likelihood of Rodg- 
ers and Hammerstein doing it 


head of the themselves. It is Hylton’s first 


75% and that a percentage of 
boxoffice receipts should be allo- 


cated to the supporting program. | 


At present, most supporting items 
are booked on flat rental. 


Hakim Sets 2-Way 
French-U.S. Distrib 





Keep Present 30% Brit. Film Quota, 
Prod.-Exhib Block to Urge This Wk. 


London, Feb. 20. 

_ An overwhelming section of the 
industry is against any change in 
the British quota percentage fo, 
ext year. At the Films Council 
meeting March 1, called to consider 
a recommendation to Board of 
Trade prexy Harold Wilson, there 
will be a solid producer-exhibitor 
block recommending continuance 
at 30°, supported by some labor 
elements. 


As in previous years, the major 
spokesman for hiking the quota 
back to its original 45% wil] be 
George Elvin, repping the Assn. of 
Cine and Allied Technicians. But 
while he may garner some support 
from other labor factions on the 
Films Council, he will not have the 
backing of Tom O’Brien’s powerfu] 
organization. The National Assn, 
of Theatrical and Kine Emplovees 
has consistently opposed high and 
unrealistic quotas. 

When the quota was slashed last 
year to 30°, it was mainly the 
outcome of an agreement reached 
, between producers and exhibitors, 
‘and this united front swayed the 
|majority of the independent mem. 
bers of the Council. At Thursday's 
i meeting, for the second time there 
will be this unanimity among the 
reps of the two associations. 

If the Films Council accepts the 
proposed 30%, and this is endorsed 


campaign’s new theme will under- Scalera studios in Rome, to nego- 


show at the Coliseum. 


by Harold Wilson, there will be no 


line the importance of travel and tiate a three-year loan to carry on ; 
the advantages of getting to know his film activities. He obtained There is little current mention 
one’s friends. the equivalent of $500.000 from a Of the Broadway smashes, “Gentle- 
Together with the advertising, Swiss bank a Milan financial house Men Prefer Blondes” and “Where's 
the travel center in N. Y. is issu- and Robert and Ever Haggiag. Charlie?” They were to have been 
ing a barrage of propaganda mate- Details of the arrangement were done in London. 
rial which, at long last, recognizes disclosed in N. Y. last week by Often if hit shows from the U. S. 
that not all American tourists are Pietro Bullio, head of Scalera Film are not sold in the first six months 


| A two-way arrangement whereby 
American films’ earning in France 
‘are to be used for acquisition of 
‘French product for release in the 


U. S. has been launched by Gaston | 
' Hakim. One of the Hakim brothers, ! 


long identified with the produc- 
tion end of the industry, he is dis- 





rich. Emphasis is being placed on’ Distributing Corp., an. affiliate of 
the cheaper travel facilities, with. the parent company. 

the offers of private hospitality in’ Scalera will delegate the studio's 
more than 5,000 London homes at operation to four directors. Two 
a modest figure of about $1 a night. of them will be Scalera appointees, , 
On that basis, it is computed that while the others are to be named 


exclusive of travel charges, a cou- by those who advanced the 
ple could have a month in Britain, $500,000. Expected that at least | 
seeing the sights, and manage on one of the MHaggiag_ brothers | 


about $250. will be elected to the board. Pre- | 

For the American tourist who is viously it had been reported that’ 
interested in British drama, music the Haggiags had assumed con- 
and the arts, the Festival will have trolling interest of Scalera studios. 
full supply, but the average tour-; Scalera is a wealthy contrac- 
ist, with a yen for the lighter stuff, tor and bridge builder who mere- 
will have little offered. The Travel ly runs the studio as a side- 











Board is only too conscious that line. One of the factors behind 
many of these may quickly tire of the studio‘’s need for working capi- 
Festival culture and seek the bright tal is its heavy investment in a 
lights and gaiety of Paris and series of co-production pictures, 
Rome. ; nearly all of them still to be re- 
leased. 
oS . | Sealera’s joint deal with Edward 
Olivier Will Speak At ,Small on “Black Magic” several: 
° years ago marked the first of the’ 
Union Propaganda Meet many co-production arrangements. 
‘ 1" 9 to be entered into by the Italian 
Despite Exhibs Blast film industry. Studio later made 
.“Thief of Venice.” a Maria Montez 
London, Feb. 27. starrer, in association with Nat | 
Notwithstanding the rebufis he Wachsberger; “Otello,” with Orson 
received from exhibitors through- Welles. and two films with pro- 
out the country when he asserted qucer Mike Frankovich. In addi- 
they took too large a proportion tion the firm has a 15% interest 
of boxoffice revenues, Sir Laurence jn the recently completed film ver- 
Olivier is to be one of the principal con of Gian Carlo-Menotti’s “The 
speakers at a _ union-sponsored Medium.” 
meeting to be held in Westminster!  Frankovich pictures are “Shadow 
for Parliament members. The meet- of the Eagle,” starring Binnie 
ing is a sequel to the public ses-; Barnes and Richard Greene, and 
sion organized last month by the “Dark Road.” with Miss Barnes 
Film Industry Employees Council and Janis Paige. When these pix 
to draw nationwide attention to the move into distribution. Scalera ex- 
critical state of British film pro- pects to be in a better financial 
duction, and to urge drastic govern- position. Meantime, the Haggiag 
ment action. — a , brothers will use the Scalera 
At that session, Olivier claimed | studio facilities for films of their 
that British production paid off— on, 
but paid the wrong people. He ar- 
gued in favor of a bigger share of ‘ ‘ 
boxoffice receipts being returned to Shows in Australia 
the producers who could not get 
out of the red under the present 
distribution of earnings. 


(Week ending Feb. 22) 








Pate ; | SYDNEY 
Besides Olivier, the FIEC spokes-; ,, ecninick: grrr ’ 
men at the coming meeting will in-’ a of Norway” (Williamson), 
clude George H. Elvin, secretary | «iy ave ew ee 
of the Assn. of Cine and Allied! ,.. °°" ® * Wuxurs” ‘Fuller, Pal- 
Technicians, and Gordon Sandison, | «, % (Nati 
repping British Actors Equity. ‘Tivol na. Sees 
| _ Piddingtons’ Show (Williamson) 
e { ’ 
? , Empire. 
Boulting Bros. to Metro? | een daaaieeein 
London, Feb. 27. | | “Oklahoma” Williamson), His 
Britain’s director-producing team, | Majesty 8. eT 
the twin Boulting brothers, are ex-, “Worm’s Eye View” ‘William- 


son), Comedy. 
“Mary Had a Little” (Al Rosen), 
Tivoli. 
“Barber of Seville” 
Theatre). Princess. 
“The Highwayman” ‘Edmund 
Samuels), King’s. 
BRISBANE 
“Iee Follies” (David Martin), 
His Majesty’s. 7 
ADELAIDE 
“Black Watch Band” 
son), Royal, 


pected to quit London this fall for 
a long-term contract with Metro in 
Hollywood. A pact already has 
been sent by the studio to the 
brothers, and it is now being 
studied. 

John Boulting is currently di- 
reciting the Festival film, “Magic 
Box,” while Roy Boulting is meg- 
ging the new Soskin production “I 
Spy Strangers.” Their last joint 
picture was “Seven Days to Noon.” 


‘(National 


(William- 


of their Broadway run, the English 
interest wanes, with chances of 
production more remote than ever. 





WO00 JUDITH ANDERSON: 


FOR AUSTRALIAN TOUR 


Sydney, Feb. 20. 


Native-born Judith Anderson is 
being wooed by the Aussie Jubilee 
Celebrations Committee to do a 
season here this year, 1951 being 
the Jubilee year of the foundation 
of the Aussie Commonwealth. 

Understood that Miss Anderson 
has signified her willingness to 
make a tour if certain details can 
be ironed out quickly. Star is re- 
ported as anxious to revisit her 
native land. Last visit here was 
years ago in “Cobra” under the 
Williamson-Tait banner. 

Should okay be gotten on mooted 
plans, it’s certain that Williamson- 
Tait would handle the tour, with 
star probably doing “Medea” for a 
limited season. 

Several monetary problems have 
to be ironed out. Probable that 
the Arts and Drama setup of the 
Jubilee Celebration would bear 
most of the tour’s cost, with W-T 
also in on a certain cost percen- 
tage, plus providing theatres, ete. 
Harald Bowden, Williamson-Tait 
general manager, is 
working out the details on this 
mooted tour. Star would also 
probably bring some U. S. players 
with her, with local talent making 
up the balance. 








Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Feb. 27. 
“Blue for Boy,” His Maj’ty’s (13). 
“Carousel,” Drury Lane (38), 
“Consul,” Cambridge (3). 
“Dear Miss Phoebe,” Ph’nix (20). 
| “Dish Ran Away,” Vaude (35), 
| “Fol de Rols,” St. Martin's (8), 
| “Gay Invalid,” Garrick (5). 
“Gay’s the Word,” Saville (2). 
“His Excellency,” Piccadilly (40). 
“Holly and Ivy,’”’ Duchess (42). 
| “Home & Beauty” W'nd'h’m (22), 
“King’s Rhapsody,” Palace (75). 
“Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic. Pal. (50). 
“Lace on Petticoat,” Amb’ss. (11). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (27). 
“Madw’n Chaillot,” St. Ja’s (2). 
“Man and Superman,” New (2). 
“Mr, Panmure,” Aldwych (3). 
“Point of Departure,” York’s (9). 
“Reluctant Hero’s,” Wh’'t’h’ll +24). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Gl’be (48). 
“Seagull’s Sorrento,” Apollo +37). 
“Take It From Us,” Adelphi (17). 
“To Dorothy a Son,” Savoy (14). 
“Who Is Sylvia,” Criterion (18). 
“Will Any Gent,” Strand (25), 
“Worm’s View,” Comedy (201). 
CLOSED LAST WEEK 
“Follies Bergere,” Hipp. (72). 
| “Mrs. Tanqueray,” Haym’k't (25). 








currently | 


itributing a number of Hollywood 
pix in the Gallic market. Among 
them is “The Southerner,” which 
| Raymond and Robert Hakim made 
|for UA release in 1945. 

While U. S. film imports into 
' France are limited to 121 features 


;/under the Byrnes-Blum accord of | 


| 1948, Gaston Hakim pointed out 
\in N. Y. this week that he is re- 
| leasing his U. S. pictures in that 
‘country with French subtitles in- 
Stead of dubbed versions. In this 
manner, he said, any import is 
eligble for a maximum of 30 thea- 
‘tre booking contracts. Byrnes-Blum 
agreement specifies that no picture 
/over two years old may be dubbed. 
| Hakim will distribute his French 
pix in the U. S. through Normandy 
Pictures, Inc.. a firm he recently 
‘formed. Ready for release is ‘‘Car- 
nival of Crimes,” with Dane Clark 
narrating. In addition, he is rep- 
resenting three French filmmakers 
in America as Sales agent. Two of 
the producing trio are Sacha Gor- 
dine and Paris Film. 


Press Boycott Against 


Ist Postwar Harlan Pic 


Frankfurt. Feb. 27. 
“The Undying Lover.” first post- 
war film of Veit Harlan, Nazi 
_Germany’s No. 1 film director, was 
spared of further demonstrations 
but a press boycott has started in 
an attempt to stop the picture's 
further showings. The two most 
prominent dailies here decided to 
‘ignore the film in case it opened 
.in the city. They resolved not to 
|run reviews nor to accept adver- 
|tising. In Stuttgart. the Stutt- 








announcement while in Berlin all 
‘reviewers agreed to ignore the pic 
‘if released there. 

| At present film has not plaved 
| the six key cities, which includes 
' Berlin and Frankfurt, where strong 
| trade union and other protests are 
possible. In Stuttgart, not in- 
cluded among the six key spots, a 
stench bomb was thrown into a 


ment against Harlan stems from 
his Nazi record, having directed 
the overly anti-Semitic film, “Jud 
Suess.” 


DOLORES GRAY TO BRAZIL 
London, Feb. 20. 





garter Nachrichten made a similar | 


house playing vic. Publie resent- | 


need to get Parliamentary sanction, 
| This only becomes necessary if the 
quota percentage is being modified 
and when that happens six months 
notice has to be given, with ap- 
proval obtained in both Houses of 
‘Parliament. If Wilson is deprived 
of the necessity of making an 
;amending quota order, the House 
‘of Commons will be robbed of its 
‘first film debate of the year. The 
annual procedure of recommending 
a revised quota always yields lively 
views. 

| Although there is every prospect 
,of the 30% quota remaining; there 
‘is growing agitation in favor of cut- 
‘ting the supporting quota which 
| has remained unaltered since 1948 
,at 25°. Exhibitors frankly admit 
'that a figure of 10° or 15°o would 
be more appropriate. It has also 
‘been suggested that the BOT 
‘Should consider separate quota for 


; second features and shorts. 





Overflow From Vienna’s 
| Carnival Season Bails 
Packs Many Nightclubs 


Vienna, Feb. 6. 
| Fasching (Mardi Gras) season in 
this Danube capital is as great this 
‘year as in every year since the 
iwar’s end. Again some 2.000 sep- 
arate balls, ranging from the 


_“Gschnastestes,” each of which 
draw some 4,000 revelers, down to 
‘little “house balls” for a few in 
neighborhood wine houses, are 
‘scheduled. 

| Biz is solid, but increasing beefs 
are heard about the commerciali- 
‘zation of the pre-Lenten festivities. 
‘An ancient tradition of gaiety has 
grown into a giant industry com- 
peting with all publicity methods 
‘to draw the largest public at the 
|highest prices. 


/such as the Jockey Club ‘held in 
the Pallavicini Palace), the Phil- 
‘harmonic, at which the great sym- 
phony orch plays the Strauss 
‘waltzes, and the Medical Society, 
| where the elite of academic /ite 
and the government appear, sell 
for as high as $4.50 per. Tickets 
‘for a couple plus transportation, 
, Wine and food, flowers and incl 
‘dentals can run up a $25 tab for 
an evening. Earning power here 
‘is low except for big time black 
,marketers and foreigners ‘around 
$42 per month), and hence $25 !s 
plenty costly. : 

Situation is helpful to the city § 
few nightspots, and they do plenty 


Ducats for the better brawls : 


Back from the winter sports at! of extra biz with refugees from the 
St. Moritz, Switzerland, Dolores) ballroom crush. Such spots as Mon- 
Gray and her mother, Barbara, are, seigneur, where top gypsy fiddler 
busy packing after four years in| Antal Kocze holds forth, Splendide 
London. They are due to vacate; (dance spot only), Moulin Rouge 
their Grosvenor Square apartment! and Casanova, last two with flashy 
in March, after which they will go! floorshows, picked up disgruntled 
to the South of France till late'carriage trade. Americans took 
June. .their Fasching innings, too, with 

Miss Gray, with her mother. then big charity parties at Messenalast 
leaves tor Rio de Janeiro where for benefit of Austrian cripple 
she is due to appear in cabaret for children and the Austro-American 
a month, j Friendship Society Hall. 
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Paris Commies Seek Harsh Quota 


For Yank Films, But Exhibs Happ 


Paris, Feb. 27. 


| Aussie Crix Blast Mary’ 


| Melbourne, Feb. 27. 

|. Local crix have given Al Rosen’s 
first Aussie legit venture, “Mary 
Had a Little,” current at the Tiv- 
oli here, a real panning. Neverthe- 
|less the show should do well via 





Anticipating the revamping of "| 
the Franco-American (Blum- | 
Byrnes) film agreement, the Com- 
mie press is keeping up a barrage 
to insist on a stricter quota and 
higher restrictions generally to pro- 
tect the French screen against an | 
“American Invasion.” 

Last year, nevertheless, was fair- 
ly good for the French industry. 


French production reached an all- 


time high in 1937 with 123 fea- 
tures. This dropped to 113 in 1938, 


after which it always remained 
well below the 107 pix which 
French studios turned out last 


year. 

" During 1950, Paris exhibitors 
played 401 pictures, of which 104 
were French, 174 dubbed foreign 
imports and the balance foreign 
subtitled imports. What the Reds 
now protest is that, despite the 
large: number of French pictures 
played, there are still 77 French 
pix (of which one of 1948 vintage 
and eight made in 1949) which 
could not get a release. Lack of 
quality, explains why exhibs, anxi- 
ous to get product and remain 
within the quota, fight shy of | 
playing these weak sisters. 

It explains, too why the Marig- 
nan, a Champs Elysees stronghold 
ot French product, (since built it 
has only played four American 
pictures) has now booked a fifth 
one, “Savage Splendor” (RKO), 
together with Walt  Disney’s 
“Melody Time.” 

The pictures which did best in 
1950 are: For the French films, 
‘Justice est Faite”’ (Dorfman), 
“Nous Irons a Paris” (Ray Ven-| 
tura’s Hoche Productions); top| 
American import was “Cinderella” | 
(RKO) best British import “Third | 
Man” and ace Italian import, ' 
“Bitter Rice.” 


Spread of Strikes In 
Aussie Threatens: Big 
50-Year Jubilee There 


| 
Sydney, Feb. 13. 
This year, when Australians are | 











supposed to be celebrating the 50 | 


years Jubilee of the foundation of 
the Australian Commonwealth, a 
sudden industrial upheaval, with 
Communistic-inspired strikes and 
power shutdowns, have posed the 


question of how successful the | 


Jubilee is going to be. It is all 
with this city of 2,000,000 lacking 
hot water, store windows lighted 
with oil lamps, when night sports 
were tabooed, and only theatres 
and cinemas with their own stand- 
by power plants permitted to 
operate. Industry has been cut 
down two days weekly, meaning 
public spending curbed. 

Majority of countries film houses 
are closed and many independent 
nabe shows are likewise shuttered. 
Loss in film rentals will set distribs 
back plenty. Opinion in local finan- 
cial circles is that the present in- 
dustrial shutdown is costing this 
country around $20,000,000 weekly. 


There is likewise a possibility of | 


more trouble ahead if the Robert 
Menzies government calls in troops 
to work the mines, so powerful are 
the trade unions downunder. 
Few Top Stars for Jubilee 

These shutdowns may see the 
nix of top U.S. film stars coming 
here for the Jubilee Year. It had 


been planned to bring out U. S. | 
talent, with invitations out to sev- | 


eral Hollywood stars, to make a 
brief Aussie runaround on an in- 
dustry goodwill basis. But the 
Sponsors of talent importations 
point out no star would plane here 
to find shutdowns, cold meals and 
then be asked to bathe in a tub of 
cold water via candlelight. 

_Major pie circuits like Greater 
Union and Hoyts, operating stand- 
by plants in all key zones, find the 
Overhead terrific. Petrol and oil 


is currently selling here at the} 


highest price known. One stand- 
by plant at the Lyceum, a film 
house here, blew up recently and 
Injured three people. House 
dark and Stays that way until a 
Other plant can be installed. 


n- 





2 Arg. Actresses for Mex Films 


m Mexico City, Feb. 20. 
The top Argentinian actresses, 
-\Dertad Lamarque, and Nini Mar- 
Shall, big names in Mexico, -have 
been inked by Oscar Dancigers to 
Star in two pix. He will do eight 
films this year. 


y% 
7 


the sex play given in critics’ re- 
views. 

Mary Brian has the top femme 
role, with cast including John Hub- 
bard. Despite public protest, local 
gendarmes have not stepped in to 
curb “Mary.” 


50%, Boost in Tourist 
Biz for Mexico Seen 


Mexico City, Feb. 20. 
Tourist trade, predominantly 





| American, is seen by the govern- 
| ment’s tourist department as bring- 
| ing Mexico at least $172,000,000 
| this year (50% more than in 1950) 
| as a result of intensified publicity 


| in the U. S., Canada and Cuba. 
| Agreeing with that estimate, the 
Mexican Tourist Assn., a private 
organization, avers a big factor in 
| the upbeat of tourism is the 11.57c 
| peso, which gives visitors much 
| for their money. 

| However, hotelmen here com- 
| plain that Mexico City is losing 
; at least $50,000 monthly because 
of a dearth of hotels to accomodate 


visitors. That is a real problem 


Sweden to Weigh 
Slash in Taxes 


To Revive Prod: 


Stockholm, Feb. 20. 
Spring sessions of the Riksdag 
(Parliament) will see sharp debate 


| On whether idle Swedish film pro- 





currently because, despite the fact | duction should be revived through 
that hotel biz is booming, investors | a cut in taxes Lawmakers are ex- 
are leery of that kind of loans be-| pected to weigh the findings of a 
cause of sky-high materials and ccinmittee which recently made a 
labor costs. study of the production crisis. No 








Gt. Britain Film Grosses Up 6.6%, 
In Final ’50 Quarter: Net 


Rose 7.1% 





‘New Irish Equity Deal 
With Brit. Pix Producers 


Dublin, Feb. 20. 

Lengthy negotiations between 
Irish Equity and British Film Pro- 
ducers’ Assn. to provide complete 
coverage of conditions, pay rates 
for bit players and extras on all 
types of productions undertaken 
in Ireland are near completion. 
Deal also covers provisions for 


of reputation by artists, health and 
suspension. 

| Special clause is being inserted 
giving production units liberty to 
| engage crowd artists locally, and 
| not from Equity, when on location 
| more than 30 miles from Dublin. 


New Combo Unites 
11 German Prods. 


Frankfurt, Feb. 20. 

| A new Producers’ Cooperative 
|has been formed in Berlin in a 
move to unite western Germany’s 











77 independent producers into a/§ 


new combo for key cities. The new 


hazardous services, publicity, loss | 


+ London, Feb. 27. 

Gross boxoffice takings in Great 
| Britain in the last quarter of 1950 
| Showed a rise of 6.6% over the 
| previous three months, but were 
_less than in the first quarter of the: 
'year. Official countrywide returns 
| published in the Board of Trade 
journal last Saturday (24) show 
| total receipts of $75,500,000, a rise 
of nearly $4,700,000 over the Sep- 
tember quarter, but almost $3,000,- 
000 less than in the first three 
_ months. 

Net receipts, after payment of 
admission tax, were almost $49,- 
000,000 or 7.1% above the previous 
quarter’s $45,000,000. The exhibs’ 
share of $31,662,000 was $2,300,000 
above the previous three months. 

The rise in boxoffice takings was 
reflected by the increase in num- 
‘ber of admissions, which jumped 
by 5% to a total of 358,913,000. 
| This figure also compares adverse- 
‘ly with the first quarter of 1950, 
which was 3% higher. The in- 
creased patronage mainly came 
ifrom holiday centres, which were 
27% above the previous quarter. 
Hi vg average admission price was 

le. 
| While the quarterly survey re- 
'flects the improved state of pix 
theatre biz, it also seems to stress 
pronounced depression that has 
| overtaken the production industry. 
At the end of the year, with nine 
| pictures on the floor, 66% of avail- 


; pictures have gone before the 
cameras ait studios since the first of 
1951 because producers charge 
res OW 0 high taxes are forcing them out of 
business. 
‘Investigating committee reported 
bd that the average film produced in 
all i all Sweden tuday costs around $77,000. 
e Of this —_—. the Pare fig- 
, ures to lose around $25,000. In| Co-op rounds up practically all|abie stages in the country were 
Madrid, Feb. 20. the light cf this the probers sug-| local producers, with the exception | idle. There were double the num- 
The recent move against the dis- gested thal the government make a/ of the major CCC-Film. New group | ber of vacant stages in December 
tribution of numerous small gov-' rebate of about $12,000 to the | consists of Cordial-Film, Cinephon-| compared with the figure at the 
ernment subsidies to smaller film producer. Studios, however, take| Film, Fanal-Film, Froehlich-Film | end of September 
producers instead of concentrating a dim view of the recommendation | and Skala-Film. With the excep-|_ The number of artists employed 
the money via bigger, experienced | since even with such a concession | tion of Cordial-Film, western Ger- | on British feature production 
producing companies has received | they will still lose monéy. | many’s fifth ranking producer, all! which is given at 175, is almost 
new impetus with ‘the announce-; Out of a total of 306 films pre- (other companies are only one or | double the figure of the previous 
ment that the producer of a film emed in Sweden during 1950, Hol-| two years old. | year, when only 97 were registered 
oar 000 a oil aae mate |e nigh ed 192 or “* ae | This new group has so far in-,as being in work. But during the 
ae t th H “ed |cording to a trade survey. Runner | qividually has produced 16 of the | same time the number of full-time 
e able to use es e has no | Up was Britain with 37. France fol- | 76 post-war pix and plans to make | technicians slumped from 1,360 to 
more money with w h to con- lowed with 27 and other contribu- | 10 more this year. Purpose of the | 877. Also in the same period, the 
tinue the production. The recent tors were Sweden, 25; Germany | ; 
weeks of bad weather prevented.| and Italy, 5 each; Finland, Norway | 
shooting on the pic, most of sets | and Russia, 2 each; and one apiece | 
being outdoors. from Austria, Belgium, Czechoslo- 


Also reported that production on | vakia, Brazil, Hungary and Poland. 
“Wolfram,” suspended last Octo-| Number of Swedish releases was | 


union is to give financiers a more! number of man-days worked by ex- 
solid basis for investments in film! tras has dropped from 15,000 at 
production. Lack of pic financing | the end of 1949 to 6,000 at the end 
has been plaguing the German in-| of last year. There also was a slight 
dustry for the past year and has; drop in the number of full-time 
become worse within the last two theatre employees, but the number 


| 
reminiscent of the gloomy 1880s | 


| 


isumed. At present, two films are 
|in production at each of four stu- 
| dios, Sevilla, Orphea, Ballestreros 
‘and C. E. A. Edgar Neville has 
| started work on his “Fairy Tales” 
|at C. E. A. He is author, producer 
and director. Pic will star Conchita 
Montez. 


| duction. 

At the Cine Arte, work has start- 
‘ed on “William Hotel,” starring 
| Manuel Gomez Bur. 

Bullfighter Marie Cabre, who was 
featured in “Pandorra,” has pub- 
‘lished a book of verses, “Digest of 
‘Poems Dedicated to Ava Gardner,” 

which is having a large sale here. 





| 


PLAGIARISM CHARGE 
HALTS ARG. PICTURE 


Buenos Aires, Feb. 20. 
Argentine film producers have 
‘recently adopted a system of re- 
‘leasing their latest productions in 
the de luxers at Mar del Plata, 
,the big coast resort city on the 
| Atlantic, which becomes a com- 
| munity of a million at this time of 
year. Pictures are given a tryout 
in this way before preemed here. 
here. 

Artistas Argentinos Asociados 
‘had arranged recently to release in 
‘this way one of its special produc- 
tions, “Vivir un Instante,” co-star- 
ring Pita Merello with Alberto Clo- 
sas. A capacity audience was in 
the theatre when the management 
received an order from the Press 
Secretary. Raul A. Apold ‘he con- 
‘trols all film matters) prohibiting 
exhibition of “Instante.” The Fed- 
eral police had secured a restraint 
order becavse of a complaint that 
the story had been taken directly 


‘from another author who had 
' brought an accusation of plagiarism 
‘against AAA. 

| The management of the Ocean- 


is /Rex had no recourse but bow to the 


| Press Secretariat’s ban on “In- 


| stante.” 





| 19 U. S. Pix Preemed in Finland 
Helsinki, Feb. 20. 

There were 29 new pix preemed 
here during Januxry, 19 being from 
the U. S. and three each from Fin- 
land and France. ; 

Others came from Russia, Eng- 
jland and Sweden, 


The studios Trilla and. 
| Kinefon each have one film in pro- | 


| Censors were active in 1951, with 
i'some 21 pictures meeting disap- 
| proval largely because of too much 
‘emphasis upon crime. Two Rus- 
|sian films were banned because 
they were “too anti-American.” 
They both were Mosfilm produc- 
tions. - 





Rep Toppers, Wayne In 
London to Launch New 
British Distrib Setup 


London, Feb. 27. 
The arrival of Herbert J. Yates 


for the formal opening of Republic 
House, 
pean headquarters, sparked a week 
of London celebrations. 





plzned in a week earlier. 
On Monday (26), Yates and 
Wayne were entertained at a lunch- 


eon by J. Arthur Rank at Pinewood | 
and that night Republic House was , 
launched with an all-trade cock- | 


tail party. Tonight there will be a 
reception for government officials, 
while tomorrow (28) there will be 
a luncheon for members of the 
Kinematograph Renters 
and another cocktail 
exhibs that night. 
reception for British producers on 
Thursday, while on the following 


party for 


day a luncheon for Provincial ex- | 


hibs: Preem of “Rio Grande” will 
be staged Friday (2) night. 

The week’s celebrations end with 
a sales convention Saturday te be 
addressed by both Yates 
Wayne. 
lywood star is to kick off at a Lon- 
don football match. Later in the 


day they both plane to Paris, but | 


will return to London to discuss 
forthcoming production of John 
Ford’s “Quiet Man” to be done in 
Eire in May, with Wayne starred. 





Roll on ‘Poison’ in April 
London, Feb. 27. 

Production starts here, either 
April 2 or 9 on Daniel M. Angel’s 
“Another Man’s Poison,” for which 
he had originally signed Gloria 
Swanson. He has now inked Bette 
Davis. 


and John Wayne last Saturday (24) | 
organization’s new Euro-| 


R. W. Alt- | 
'schuler and William M. Saal had 


Society, | 


There will be a. 


and | 
In the afternoon the Hol- | 


ber, has little chance of being re-|the lowest in more than 10 years. | months. In Berlin, no film has been | 


| produced in the last three months. 
| It is the third this month.- 


| First Producers’ Cooperative was | 


| founded early in February by six 
producers, including Real-Film, 
western Germany’s biggest, in a 
three-way linkup between Ham- 
burg, Munich and the minor pro- 
duction center of Wiesbaden. The 
group has announced it is ready 
to accept other -producers, pro- 
vided all of present six agree. They 
claim that production plans will 


exploitation, with regular monthly 


Frankfurt for joint supervision of 
scripts, 
| costs and economic use of studio 
; space. It also will attempt to cut 
top talent salaries and increase the, 
/use of newcomers. 

A second, smaller group was 
, formed the same week by three 
-minor Munich producers, who, an- 
nounced they will make eight films 
this year or twice their total post- 
war production. 

Further groupings are expected 
‘in Munich and possibly in Wies- 
baden. This would leave only two 
unimportant film centers in Goet- 
tingen and Duesseldorf. Latter, 
however, is expected to develop in- 
| to a significant center as soon as 
the Film Financing Co., a $1,400,- 
000 outfit established by state and 
industrial capital, plus former top 
/ execs of the Nazi state-owned UFA 
monopoly, enters the production 
field. It now has no studios. 


‘Oklahoma’ in Scotland 
On Heels of ‘Brigadoon’ 


Glasgow, Feb. 20. 


Following on excellent biz accord- 
ed “Annie” and “Brigadoon,” the 
long-running musical “Oklahoma” 
_arrived in Scotland Monday (19) 
for dates in Edinburgh, Aberdeen 
|and Glasgow. It plays four weeks 
,in Edinburgh, three in Aberdeen 
| and six in Glasgow. Theatre here 
_is swamped with inquiries, 

_ Only American in the leads is 
John Elliott. as “Curly.” Other 
‘principals are Billie Love, Jennie 
, Gregson and Peter Felgate. 

| “Brigadoon,” with Bruce Trent 








be coordinated for best possible | 
meetings in Munich, Hamburg or. 


planning of production | 


of part-timers has increased pro- 
portionately. 





Hoyts’ Deal for Houses 
Of Snider-Dean Nabe 


Aussie Chain Seen Set 


Sydney, Feb. 20. 


It now seems certain that Hoyts’ 
circuit and the Snider-Dean nabe- 
stix chain are near final terms for 
takeover by Hoyts of latter’s hold- 
ings. 

This week Hoyts signatured for 
‘the Snider-Dean 800-seater New 
'Manly at Manly, a top Sydney nabe 
| spot. It will likewise set a deal 

for the Astra, Drummoyne, another 
| 800-seater, with probably others to 
| follow. 

Hoyts and Snider-Dean have 
been close together for a long time. 
Sam Snider, who aside from being 
a politician, also holds extensive 
commercial interests and was once 

‘Hoyts’ general manager back in 
the days of the lzte F. W. Thring. 


50% RENTAL LIMIT IS 
SQUASHED IN BRITAIN 


London, Feb. 20. 


After being in force for several 
years, the exhibitor ceiling of 50° 
for film rentals is now coming to 
an end. Joint discussions between 
| distributors and theatre owners 
| have led to the rescinding of the 
‘resolution which imposed this limit. 
| Lifting of the ban, however, does 

not signify an immediate hiking 
of film rentals as the Cinemato- 
graph Exhibitors Assn. is still “rec- 
ommending” that theatre owners 
should not pay more than 50° in 
normal circumstances. 

The significance of the change 
is that where an exhibitor is pre- 
pared to pay more than 50° for 
a particular film, there can be no 
question of disciplinary action be- 
ing taken through the CEA. 

The decision also reflects one of 
the major recommendations in the 
Plant committee’s report on exhib- 
ition and distribution. It contended 
ithat an arbitrary ceiling of 50° 
| was unfair, and often robbed pro- 








Director and studio will be an- | and Noele Gordon, has been doing | ducers of some of their much need- 


; nounced shortly. 


| big biz in Edinburgh. 


‘ed revenue. 
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Fourteen Hours 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


20th-Fox release of Sol C. Siegel pro- 
duction. Stars Paul Douglas, Richard 
tasehart, Barbara Bel Geddes; features 
Debra Paget, Agnes Moorehead, Robert 
Keith. Howard da Silva, Jeffrey Hunter, 
Martin Gabel. Directed by Henry Hatha- 
was Screenplay, John Paxton; from 
story by Joel Sayre; camera, Joe MacDon- 


nid; music, Alfred Newman; editor, Dor- | 
othy Spencer, Tradeshown Feb, 27, ’51. 
@unning time, 91 MINS. 

Dunnigan. ..-+6 cocscesee--+-Paul Douglas 
He Dert Cosick....eee-.--Richard Basehart 
Virginia...ceee eeeee.- Barbara Bel Geddes 
Rath Coed enee eens Debra Paget 


Airs. CoSiCK.++eeeseeess:Agnes Moorehead 


fir. COSICK..cccceccccece: Robert Keith 
Lt. MokSar..cecccccecces FLOWard da Silva 
Manny coocecoceceee effrey Hunter 
1), SUrauSS.ccceccecceees..-Martin Gabel 
Mivs. BULGED. .cccsseseeces ss. Cece meny 
Wail€f...<.cecce eteccseccence Tam. cavien 
Set. Farley...cccccsces 6oeeecs SOR Carey 
Sut. Bovid...cccccccsosece James Millican 
Hr, BENSON: ..ccccccces Donald Randolph 
Ny. PARE... .c0ceetes Willard Waterman 
Police Operator...... Kenneth Harvey 
a ere George MacQuarrie 
‘irs. Dunnigan reer ye . Ann Morrison 
Vole Commissioner...... Forbes Murray 
Police Captain... ..scccece Bernard Burke 
Hadio Announcer.......-.George Putnam 
4 Announcer.....Michael Fitzmaurice 
Regan oR KeS Cee aaa Russell Hicks 





Suspense elements in a situation | 
that has a would-be suicide sway- 
ing precariously on a high window 
ledge are fully realized in ‘Four- 
teen Hours.” It is a_ gripping 
thriller made to order for the melo- 
drama fan, and the boxoffice out- 
look is favorable for most situa- | 
tions. : 

Story is based on an actual sui- 
cide case in New York, but the pic 
has a more pleasant windup. All| 
concerned have done a bangup job | 
in making the 91 minutes a seem- 
ingly factual presentation. Treat- 
ment has a documentary stvle that 
aids this aim, and the results will! 
have ticketbuyers breaking into | 
cold chills during innumerable mo-- 
ments of the footage. 

Paul Douglas is the traffic police- 
man who becomes a hero when his 
routine duties are interrupted one 
morning by the sight of Richard | 
Basehart perched on a_ 14-story- 
high window ledge. During the 
eventful 14 hours that ensue be- 
tore Basehart is lured from. his 
dangerous perch, the story inti- 
mately acquaints the audience with | 
the assorted characters and makes 
them human, 

Tension reaches the screaming 
point often as Douglas and the} 
others try to talk Basehart back 
into the building, while the citizens 
ot New York make a Roman holi- 
day of the event, even to the ex- 
tent of making book on the time, 
Basechart will jump. A real shocker 
is the scene in which Basehart | 
nearly slips from his ledge. So 
are the sequences during which he 
sways back and forth to satisfy an 
evotistical urge to thrill the crowds 
below. Finale, when he is safely 
caught in a net, brings gasps and 
cold sweat. 

Douglas wallops his policeman 
role by sound underplaying. Base- 
hart. in a mental jumble because 
of a silver cord fixation that has 
led him to renounce his father and 
give up his girlfriend, comes over 
solidly. Barbara Bel Geddes is the | 
girlfriend, adding worth to the 
character. Agnes Moorehead scores 
as the selfish mother, and Robert 
Keith matches her excellence in 
his playing of the father. 

Camera doesn’t dwell continually 
on the suicide, story picking up 
other characters who are being in- 
fluenced by the event. A romance 
with a nice fresh touch is born in 
the chance meeting of Debra Paget 
and Jeffrey Hunter in the crowd. 
(race Kelley, drawing a divorce 
property settlement in a nearby 
building, decides to make another 
trv at marriage. George MacQuar- 
rie enacts a crackpot evangelist 
who exhorts the police and the 
crowds and spoils one rescue at- 
tempt. 

John Paxton did the firstrate 
script from a story by Joel Sayre, 


setting the motivation around 
which Henry Hathaway's direction 
builds nerve-wracking’ suspense. . 


Sense of expectancy never lets up, } 


even when story swings from the 
main characters. Helping to main- 
tain this mood are Howard da 
nnnneta etaoieta etaoi taoin hrdluc 


elao etao etaoi etaoi etaoi shrdrdh . 
elao etaoi etoai etaoin shrdlu shre | 


Silva, police Heutenant in charge; 
Martin Gabel, police psychiatrist; 
Frank Faylen, a waiter, and the 
scores of street types who under- 
80 natural reactions. 
Sol C. Siegel backs the thriller 
Stovy with authentic physical values 
that sharpen tension, as do Joe, 
MacDonald's lensing and the spe- | 
cial photographic effects. A good 
Inusic score by Alfred Newman is! 
in Keeping, and editing is tight. 
Brog. | 


Kahane Heads MPIC 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
_ Motion Picture Industry Council 
In. altted B. B. Kahane as president 
for ts next six months. He repre- | 
senis the Producers Assn. Moving | 
In as vip. was Allen Rivkin of the | 
Screen Writers Guild. 





Miniature Reviews 


“Fourteen Hours” (20th). 
Gripping thriller of would-be 
suicide Jumper. Well-done and 
good b.o. outlook. 

“U.S.S. Teakettle”’ (20th). 
Slick comedy based on land- 
lubbers’ adventures aboard 
ship. Needs strong selling. 


“Teresa” (M-G). Moody, arty 
drama of young leve and neu- 
roses. For special showecas- 
ing and selling. 

“Raton Pass” (Song) (WB). 
Pretentious western drama 
with okay cast names and me- 
dium b.o. chances. 

“Flame of Stamboul” (Col). 
Low-budget meller; okay sup- 
port for the duals. 

“Quebec” (Par). Meller of 
Canada’s 1837 French uprising; 
Okay to good in mest spots. 

“Belle Le Grand” (Songs) 
(Rep). Pretentious costumer 
ef gambling femme and silver 





mining in the west. For gen- 
eral runs. 
“Missing Women” (Rep). 


Routine programmer for lesser 
situations. 

“Pool of London” (British) 
(GFD). Bonar Colleano in 
man-hunt meller; not likely 
for S. market as now 
stands. 

“The Franchise Affair” 
(British) (AB-Pathe). Modest 
suspense thriller not likely to 
make impression in U. S:; 
lack of marquee names a han- 
dicap. 

“Crossroads of 
(FIA) ¢French). 
French import with 
Romance, 


Passion” 
Mediocre 
Viviane 








U.S.S. Teaketitle 
Hollywood, Feb. 23. 


20th-Fox release of Fred Kohlmar pro- 
duction. Stars Gary Cooper. Jane Greer; 
features Millard Mitchell, Eddie Albert, 
John Melntire, Ray Collins. Directed by 
Henry Hathaway. Screenplay, Richard 
Murphy: from an article in 
Yorker by John W. Hazard; camera, Joe 


| MacDonald; music, Cyril Mockridge: edi- 
tor, James B. Clark. Tradeshown Feb. 16, | 


*51. Running time, 92 MINS. 


| Lt. John Harkness........... Gary Cooper | 
lL Re aa rr 6isnsias Jane Greer 
ee ee ree .-ee.Millard Mitchell 
ee a rrr Eddie Albert 
Commander Revynolds...... John Mclintire 
AGmiral ‘Tentant. 6.60 66034 Ray Collins 
CABtOIR: BiG... 5.5 s0.004.06- Harry Von Zell 
Ensign Anthony Barbo........Jack Webb 


Ensign Chuck Dorrance. Richard Erdman 


EN ad bss bso doceewan Harvey Lembeck 
OU”  aepreny yem e+e.ee-Henry Slate 
eee rere rr. Ed Begley 
Battleship Admiral........... Fay Roope 
SEINE. 5. .oa-c0 a 0 HeOaS Charles Tannen | 
Wasceylewski.........0. Charles Buchinski 
ae rere yee Jack Warden 


Crew Members Ken Harvey, Lee Martin, 
Jerry Hausner, Charles Smith 
New Boy . ee ee ee James Cornell 


Shore Patrolmen..Glen Gordon,-'Laurence , 


Hugo 


OCIS fica sisi sveaanas Damian O’Flynn 


The misadventures of a group of 


landlubbers in charge of a Navy | 


craft is rib-tickling filmfare as pre- 
sented in “U. S. S. Teakettle.” 
Title is apt to the story but lacks 
marquee brilliance, so strong sell- 


ing of the entertainment values is , 


needed. Word-of-mouth will help, 
as will Gary Cooper name. 


Richard Murphy concocted his | 


screenplay from a New Yorker 
article by John W. Hazard. It is 
glossed with dialog and situations 


aimed straight at the risibilities, : 


and hits the mark for a continuous 
round of hearty chuckles as the 92 
minutes unfold under Henry Hath- 
away’s” slick direction. Humor 


springs from a natural setup for . 


laughs, and there are no dull mo- 
ments for general audiences. 

' Cooper is a 90-day wonder as- 
signed to a craft to conduct trials 


with an experimental steam engine. | 


'He’s given the chore simply be- 
cause he studied engineering in 


college years before, not because | 


of any nautical knowledge, of 
which he has none. Crew of the 
cratt, with the exception of Navy 
vet Millard Mitchell, is in the land- 
lubber class. 


String of incidents developed 
| around such a situation are run off 
,Smartly and help to disguise fact 
| that, actually, there’s practically no 
‘story plot. No one will miss the 














Lady Paname 


“Lady Paname,” French im- 
port tradeshown in New York 
yesterday (Tues.), was re- 
viewed from Paris by VARIETY 
in the issue of June 28, 1950. 
Written and directed by Henri 
Jeanson, the film  co-stars_ 
Louis Jouvet and Suzy Delair. 
Discina International is dis- 
tributing in the U. S. 

Mosk found the story of a 
young music hall singer who’s 
enamored of a songwriter as 
“too talky and overlong, with 
a dearth of songs and an over- 
dose of plot.” But, he added, 
“it may do for sureseaters in 
the U.S.” Reviewer described 
Mics Delair as a “delight” 
while Jouvet “mugs his way 
through one of his usual 
roles.” 


the New , 


[latter as the nautical greehorns 
| Start the laughs with their’ initial 


|efforts to get underway. They do, | 


‘smashing into an aircraft carrier 
for the first mishap. Keeping the 
teakettle that passes for motive 
, power working, gradually acquiring 
the rudiments of running their 


ship, dodging pressure from high > 


brass, boistering morale with a 
boxing match are among the inci- 
dents that are fun for the viewer. 
| Film climaxes when the admiral 


'comes aboard for the big trial run, | 


ithe motor controls stick and the 
craft takes off on a hilarious harbor 
chase right’ out of any old two- 
reeler’s book. It’s an effective trick 
to bring the excitement and laughs 
to a conelusion.. 

Cooper does excellently by his 
assignment, sharpening up the en- 
terlainment values. Jane Greer, as 
his wife. who joins the WAVES, 
doesn’t have much footage but 


makes what she does have very | 


pleasant to view. Mitehell’s boat- 
swains mate chore is chuckful of 
Salty humor that he plays to the 
hilt. Eddie Albert, 
Henry 


Slate, Charles Buchinski 


|and Jack Warden are among the | eral story level. Otherwise, Eric-| Neal. 


’ 


;motley crew 
| complement, 


‘furthers the laugh aims. So do 


John McIntire, Ray Collins, Harry | well-etched feature and supporting | Character. 
Among these canj| and sings one song, a simple wed- 
Coliinge’s | ding melody. Miss Neal can’t make 


|! Von Zell and Ed Begley. 
Production values have an. ex- 


cellent Salty air under Fred Kohl- 
| Mars presentation, perfectly back- 


‘| ing the script and antics, Joe Maec- 


|Donald’s photography, editing and 
|Musi¢c score are all good. Brog. 





Teresa 
-Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


Metro release of Arthur M. Loew - 
duetion. Stars Pier Angeli, John Gricten: 
features Patricia Collinge, Richard Bishop, 

, Peggy Ann Garner. Directed by Fred 
Zimmermann. Screenplay, Stewart Stern: 
from original story by Alfred Hayes and 
Stewart Stern; camera. William J. Miller; 
music, Louis Applebaum: editor. Frank 
Sullivan. Tradeshown Feb. 21, ’51. Run- 
, hing time, 101 MINS, 


PON OOW 6:5 45.36.6605994 554 684 66% Pier Angeli 
PRIND......-secccvcees: ...John Ericson 
Philip's OS Patricia Collinge 
Philip’s Father........ Richard Bishop 
Rare i ere -.Peggy Ann Garner 
Sets OMDB: 6650s 4c0cseae te Ralph Meeker 
7 Sears wor. 
| Teresa’s Mother....c..csec: Ave Ninchi 
Sees OWE. 655s d..0:6. 08-80-02 Edward Binns 
INES sit. ky hain beeen eadan Rod Steiger 
} Professor Crocce.......... Aldo Silvani 
NUMMER. 34255 aaauae 145% ..» Tommy Lewis 
eG ee Franco_Interlenghi 
PEPE, LAWPONCE: 4. 6<6cecccss Edith Atwater 
NOMEN Ss fb os 64 kOE FEARS Lewis Cianelli 
Boone pain asada anand ‘ William King 
ae | ne Richard McNamara 


Special showcasing and hypoed 
| Selling are called for to stir up 
| business for “Teresa,” but heavy 
grosses are not indicated in any 
event. It has some okay exploita- 
tion values and the introduction 
of a voung Italian actress of prém- 
ise to help bolster the special 
dates, but entertainment punch is 
lacking for general release, so 
overall b.o. chances do not appear 
bright. 

Story mixes a silver cord plot- 
ting with a war background, but 
neither the writing nor the direc- 
tion gives it enough validation to 
sustain it over the rather long 101 
minutes of footage. Principal male 
character lacks audience sympathy, 
and his travail in trying to find 
himself after the war is never suf- 
ficiently documented to be very 


credible. Flashback treatment is 
erratic, another score against 
' clarity. 


Bright news of “Teresa” is the 
American .introduction of Pier 
Angeli, as the Italian war bride of 
‘the mixed-up John Ericson. There’s 


| enough of.the waif in her appear- | 


ance to generate a tremendous 
audience sympathy, and she has a 
| goodly amount of native talent to 
make her assignment stand out 
'sharply. Her little girl-ageless 
' woman personality does much to 
carry interest. 
| Fred Zinnemann is too con- 
/ sciouslv documentary in the direc- 
‘torial handling of the story, and 
the Stewart Stern screenplay does 
| not support such treatment. Open- 
|ing finds Ericson muddling his 
‘way through postwar life, resist- 
, ing all aid, although wanting it. A 
' flashback takes the plot to Italy, 
| where he is a green replacement 
|GI. During a stay in a small 
| mountain village he meets and falls 
|in love with Miss Angeli. 
| On his first patrol, Ericson 
cracks up even before combat 
when the sergeant on whom he 
leans is absent. After a hospital 
confinement for treatment, he re- 
turns to the village, marries Miss 
Angeli then goes to the States to 
await her arival. When she does 
arrive, they make their home in 
‘cramped tenement quarters with 
-his parents, and it is gradually 
brought out that his trouble is 
caused by a dominant mother and 
a false conception of his father. 

Pregnancy and childbirth follow 
the counle’s sevaration, still told 
in the flashback sequence, before 
things are again brought abruptly 
to the present for a final break 
with the mother and reconciliation 
for the two lovers. 

Love scenes between Miss An- 
geli and Ericson have charm and 





/a tender appeal above the gen-' 


_ thi Jack Webb, | 
| Richard Erdman, Harvey Lembeck, 


Exchange Girl 

| “Exchange Girl,” British- 

made film which opened at 
| the Squire, N. Y.. Wednesday 
(21), was reviewed in VARIETY 
from London in the issue of 
Feb, 8. 1950. At that time the 
picture was titled “Miss Pil- 
grim’s Progress.” Michael 
Rennie and Yolande Donlan 
are co-starred in the Daniel 
M. Angel-Nat Cohen produc- 
tion. Val Guest directed from 
his own story. 

Story revolves around ex- 
periences of an American fac- 
tory girl who swaps jobs for a 
month with an English girl. 
“The Anglo-American theme 
of the production.” Myro 
opined, “raised hopes that it 
might appeal on both sides of 
the Atlantic. Unfortunately, 
the finished product lacks the 
polish and _ sophistication to 
justify U. S. success although 
it should get by in smaller 


situations.” Films  Interna- 
tional is distributing in the 
U..S. 








| drawn. 


performances. 
ibe counted Patricia 
|mother role. ‘Richard Bishop as 
ithe easy-going father, Peggy Ann 
| Garner, the sister, Ralph Meeker, 
| particularly good as the sergeant; 
| Bill 
| Angeli’s 
Binns. ; 
The Arthur M. Loew production 
'takes audiences on a Cook’s tour 
|of Rome and other Italian sites to 
‘back up that phase of the story. 
| Lower-class districts of New York 
_also are authentically depicted in 
ithe excellent photography by Wil- 
‘liam J. Miller. Louis Applebaum’s 
| music score rates good direction 
from Jack Shaindlin. Editing could 
be tighter. Brog. 


mother) and Edward 





Raton Pass 
(SONG) 
Hollywood, Feb. 21. 


Warners release of Saul Elkins produc- 
tion. Stars Dennis Morgan, Patricia Neal, 
Steve Cochran; features Scott Forbes, 
Dorothy Hart, Basil Ruysdael, Louis J. 
Heydt. Directed by Edwin L. Marin. 
Screenplay, Tom W. Blackburn, James R. 
| Webb; from novel by Blackburn; camera, 
| Wilfrid M. Cline; editor, Thomas Reilly; 
| music, M2x Steiner. Tradeshown Feb. 16, 





51. Running time, 84 MINS. ; 
|} Mare Challom.....ccccccee, Dennis Morgan 
Pas 65 5 04840540300 0000 0048 Patricia Neal | 






| Van Cleave....ccccces ...Steve Cochran | 
Pa UEINDL, 6.5.:6:60.4.0 000 %.000460'% Scott Forbes 
BONG 60 Cece wer ssenes ...--Dorothy Hart | 
| OEE 5 5-50.00 6.00.656'8:0 .. Basil Ruysdael 
ee OUSER....cs.00s cceeewe Louis J. Heydt 
| Sheriff Perigord........-. Roland Winters 
| [TS Pere rrerrie ry tee James Burke 
_ |) Arrest ee ee eT Elvira Curci 
} CRP IBING 640 ceccws 88004 Carlos Conde 
PVRs. 6.:3.4.4:6:b a0 46/6 $18 OS John Crawford | 
ee ere ie Rudolpho Hoyos, Jr. , 


| Considerable effort is made to 
live up to its pretentious aims but 
| “Raton Pass” never achieves more 
| than just moderate interest in its 
western dramatics. It has okay 
|star names in Dennis Morgan, 


| Steve Cochran and Patricia Neal, | 


som loitation poirts, but. 
a fa SP plotters are handily bagged by the 


| boxoffice outiook for the general 
'market is only medium. 


' despite 


_ conniving femme who soon marries 
' Morgan. 

Marriage is running at about 
par for the course until Scott 
Forbes, eastern railroad money 
man, shows up. Morgan is trying 
to promote Forbes for a huge loan 
-to build a water system on the 
ranch. Miss Neal takes over the 


chore of swinging Forbes into line, | 


scheming to leave Morgan, marry 
Forbes and grab the ranch. Morgan 
catches on. joins with homestead- 
ers to force Miss Neal and Forbes 
out. In the end he is successful, 
Miss Neal’s -hired gune- 
Slinger, Steve Cochran, whose 
personal ambitions put him in 
control for a time before right is 
able to triumph. 

Out of all the involvement, 
Morgan toses his father and his 
wife when she is downed acciden- 
tally by a bullet from Cochran's 
gun. He gains an honest mate in 


| Dorothy Hart, a Spanish girl who 


has long loved him. 

Edwin L. Marin’s direction walks 
the story along until the finale, 
which features blazing guns as 
Morgan marshals his loyal forces 


| against those of Cochran and Miss 


making up the ship’s | son doesn’t have it too easy be-| : 
and each expertly | cause his character is not elearly Stars, Cochran scores best, throw- 
There are a number of, ing everything into his flamboyant 


| 


Mauldin, Ave Ninchi (as Miss | 


! 
| 


| 


| Ahmed Raschin............ 


; Action in between is too 
piecemeal to be satisfying. Of the 


Morgan is acceptable 


her role believeable. Forbes, Miss 
Hart, Ruysdael, Louis Jean Heydt, 

oland Winters and James Burke 
try hard. 

Outdoor dress worn by the film 
has good physical appurtenances 
under Saul Elkins’ production su- 
pervision, but he gives the story 
little else. Lensing by Wilfrid M. 
Cline tops the expert technical 
credits. Brog. 


Flame of Stamboul 


Columbia release of Wallace MacDonald 
production. Features Richard Denning, 
Lisa Ferraday, Norman Lloyd, Nestor 
Paiva, George Zucco, Donald Randolph. 
Directed by Ray Nazarro. Screenplay, 
Daniel B. Ullman: camera, Philip Tan- 
nura; editor, James Sweeney; music. Ross 


Di Maggio. Tradeshown N. Y., Feb. 26, 
51. Running time, 68 MINS. 

LOSry W608 ...ccccee Richard Denning 
ee Sere Lisa Ferraday 
PP rr ere Tee Norman Lloyd 
Se ere Nestor Paiva 
» 2 eer .. George Zucco 
eee Donald Randcolph 
re re ere Peter Mamakos 


Paul Marion 


Sadik Raschin Peter Brocco 


“Flame of Stamboul” is a fair 
melodrama woven around efforts 





of a top international criminal to 
seize defense papers affecting the 


‘Suez Canal. Situations and plot 
are variations of other bygone 
mellers. However, the non-name 


' who’s 


| The standard western ingredi-. 


/ents are there, but neithe. 
| script nor direction combines them 


the | 


{into an outdoor actioner that is. 


| Zenerally acceptable. Plot has its. 


_ confusing angles and is inclined to 
‘plod through rather obvious situa- 
| tions and dialog. 

|. Cattle barons, scheming femmes, 
| gun-slingers and range wars are 
‘drawn on freely to make up the 
| story by Tom W. Blackburn, who 
| also scripted with James R. Webb. 
| Morgan is the baron, son of Basil 
Ruysdael, 
empire in the New Mexico terri- 
| tory. Into the town dominated by 
| the two men comes Miss Neal, 








The Magnet ‘ 


|i. “The Magnet,” British im- 
port which opened at the 
Paris theatre, N. Y., Monday 
(26), was reviewed from Lon- 
don in the issue of Nov. 1, 
1950. Myro rated the Michael 
Balcon-Ealing Studios produc- 
tion as “good, clean entertain- 
ment in the best tradition of 
English*humor.” However, for 
the overseas market, he added, 
“it must be regarded as a 
lightweight offering due to 
the lack of star names.” 


Yarn is built around the 
difficulties a schoolboy gets 
himself into after he purloins 
a magnet. Reviewer stated 
that William Fox, as the lad, 
played the role with “re- 
freshing ingenuousness.” His 
parents are “intelligently por- 
trayed” by Stephen Murray 
and Kay Walsh. Charles 
Frend’s direction of the 
. E. B. Clarke screenplay 
“capitalizes strongly on the 
humorous angles and char- 
acterizations.” Universal is 
releasing in the U. S. 





| 


who has founded an) 


| 


| 
1 
' 


cast attacks its chores with gusto 
and the net result is okay supporte- 
ing fare for the duals. 


Richard Denning, U. S. intel- 


‘ligence agent, is hot on the trail 


of George Zucco, an arch-rogue 
known merely as “The 
Voice.” Latter’s henchmen use 
dancer Lisa Ferraday as a decoy to 
purloin the papers from a prom- 
inent Egyptian. There’s a copious 
amount of back-alley fighting and 
undercover work before the 


gendarmes in their Cairo rendez- 
vous. 

Mystery and action fans will 
have scant difficulty in anticipat- 
ing what lies ahead in the next 
reel. However, these  filmgoers 
should find a modicum of suspense 
in the proceedings despite their 
familiarity. Denning is briskly re- 
sourceful as the agent; Miss Ferra- 
day makes the grinds of the Orien- 
tal dancer appear authentic; Zucco 
has little to do as the menace. 

Norman Lloyd, Nestor Paiva and 
Donald Randolph lend good sup- 
port. Ray Nazarro, who usually 
directs the Charles Starrett west- 
erns, guided this espionage ac- 
tioner at a fast pace. Producer 
Wallace MacDonald squeezed max- 
imum values out of the low budget. 
Sepiatone lensing of Philip Tan- 
nura nicely captures the illusion 
of the middleeast underworld at- 


J 


mosphere. Gilb. 


Quebee . 
(COLOR) 


Paramount release of Alan Le May proe 
duction. Stars Corinne Calvet, Barbara 
Rush, John Barrymore, Jr.,  Patrie 
Knowles; features Nikki Duval. Directed 
by George Templeton. Screenplay. Le 
May; camera, W. Howard Green: editers 
Jack Ogilvie. Tradeshown in N. Y., Feb. 
26, °51. Running time, 85 MINS. 

Mark DeuZlas John Barrymore, Jr. 
Mme. Stephanie Durossac. Corinne Calvet 
Madelon Barbara Rush 





ee 


Charles Douglas ......... Patric Knowles 
Father Antoine .........2.0.- John Hoyt 
Racelle ‘Siero Arnold Moss 
Colonel Durossac...... .. Don Haggerty 
9 ry Patsy Ruth Miller 
ET eT Te RT Howard Joslin 
eee Paul Guevrement _ 
ES Adrian Bolancer 
Captain Forrest .... Jacques Champagne 
BEEIOD. 6 660s cvesees Rene Constzantincau 
MN ..6:0 0400806 ... .. Mareel Sylvain 
BOVOTRE . occ ccce Rolland Joseph Bevtudet 
EN eae Nikki Duval 


Paramount went to Canada to get 





much of the footage for “Quebec,” 
with several British and Canadian 
types figuring in the story. Result 


‘‘ a nicely-paced, at times gripping, 


(Continued on page 18) 
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[ery coop News! 


M-G-M’s Story of those Gorgeous Airline Stewardesses! 


“THREE GUYS 
NAMED MIE" 


a 2nd Biggest M-G-M GROSS in a 


JANEWYMAN = year at Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
VAN JOHNSON war 


anoey stivan AND ATSCRANTONIT TOPS“? LITTLE 
Screen Play by Sidney Sheldon WORDS,” “FR ALHER OF THE BRIDE” 


Story by Ruth Brooks Flippen 
From Suggestions Made by Ethel 
“Pug” Wells «+ Directed by 


cM pyarmand oeuTsch =—-§ AND) IN NEW ORLEANS IT’S RIGHT 
UP THERE WITH THE BIG ONES! 


















JUST THE BEGINNING! 


“COMEON .. | fa 
mo “ay 
DOWN ‘iu, “) . 


FRED 
ASTAIRE!""4 
N 
G 
J] 
. ; N 
Wait till you see Fred do G 
his ‘Dancing On The Ceil- 
ing” number in M-G-M’s 
BIG MUSICAL “ROYAL " 
WEDDING,” next attrac- 7 
tion at Radio City Music GI 
Hall. Selected by Cosmo- | 
politan as “Best Musical of Z 
the Month” and by Seven- " 
teen Magazine for the : 
“Picture of the Month.” . 
(Technicolor of course!) me 
JE 
NC 
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———- Tnside Stuff—Pictures 


Will Rogers Memorial Hospital at Saranac Lake, N. Y., can become 


the “greatest single public relations channel” for the amusement in- | 


dustry’s benefit. That's the opinion of Samuel Rosen, treasurer of 
Fabian Theatres, who urged this week that the entertainment field 
should begin an “ambitious research project” for tuberculosis through 
the Rogers hospital. He made his comments in an article written for 
distribution by the Rogers Memorial Hospital Fund Campaign head- 
quarters. - 

Rosen feels that few individuals in the industry are cognizant of the 
Saranac institution’s possibilities as a means of cementing goodwill 
with the public. If a cure for tuberculosis should be found at Saranac 
he pointed out, the industry could well be proud. However, the exec 
noted that such a research program calls for ample funds. He empha- 
sized that the money could be obtained if everyone in the amusement 
business gets behind the project. 





In the recent MCA takeover of 12 of Dick Durso-Marty Melcher’s 
(Century Artists) clients, the others on their roster were placed else- 
where, via other agents, as was other personnel. 
went under the MCA wing included Doris Day and Gordon MacRae, 
both under Warner Bros. termers; Frank DeVol, Capitol recording 
maestro and Procter & Gamble contractee; Polly Bergen, RCA Victor 
exclusive artist, and Mara Lynn, both under Hal Wallis film contract: 
Jerome Courtland, Columbia Picts; David Bradley, Metro-contracted 
director; Jimmy Nielson, Columbia Picts director; Neville Brand and 
Darren McGavin, freelance pixers; and Ralph Levy, Burns & Allen’s 
TV director and producer-director of the Alan Young show to whom 
CBS is offering a firm $50,000 five-year contract, and whom NBC also 
wants. Levy is the newcomer who went from Yale to a $75-a-week 
CBS-TV stage manager job and then clicked big. 





Exhaustive study of motion picture censorship has been completed | 


by attorneys Theodore R. Kupferman, who just switched from Warner 
Bros. to NBC, and Philip J. O’Brien, Jr., of the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America. Gist of their report in the current Cornell Law Review 
is that the motion picture has “matured into an effective and intelligent 
form for the presentation of ideas. It should be considered and dealt 
with as such,” given the freedoms provided by the first and 14th 
Amendments and unhampered by censor boards. Censorship was sus- 
tained at a time (1915) when the business was in its infancy. “It was 
treated as a form of amffSement to be allowed to titillate but not to 
arouse,” Kupferman and OBrien state. But in its present stature the 
industry should be free from censorship restrictions, they assert, citing 
numerous cases where courts have shown sympathy to the view. 





United Artists’ not-always-happy relationship with eastern reps of 
indie producers was beginning to take an unusual twist shortly before 
the Arthur Krim regime took over at UA. It centered around the 
clause in ail UA releasing pacts which directs each rep may work only 
for one producer. The clause hadn't been invoked before, but. when 


UA tried to enforce it, the reps met the situation without too. much | 


difficulty. It’s said a secretary or some other office assistant was desig- 
nated to “represent” a producer in some cases where the regular rep 
had more than one producer account. 
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‘Film Festival’ 
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week and followed that by co-spon- 
| soring a luncheon Friday (23) with 
'Depinet of about 50 distribution, 
' pub-ad and exhibition ‘xecs. 
Doubts Crop Up 

| None of the pub-ad execs was 
| called’ on to speak at the luncheon. 
| Their skepticism on the plan was 
{revealed in queries made _ by 
| VARIETY this week on the extent of 
| their proposed participation. 

Most of the skeptics, however, 
| see final details on the scheme. 
'Committee to work it out will be 
named by Depinet. 

Allocation of pictures for the 
‘four-month period is the first 
'problem foreseen. Distrib  top- 
| pers are dubious about taking good 
| pix scheduled for earlier release 
'and holding them for the Festival 
| period. They likewise don’t quite 
|see disrupting release schedule 
| balances by advancing dates on 
' strong product slated for 1952. — 
| At the same time they don’t quite 
| agree on lifting what they know to 


be n.s.h. pix out of the Festival | 


‘period, thus tending to bunch 
weak product before or after the 
September-December stretch. 

Distrib execs are also cynically 
frank on the prospects of cheating 
by various companies. They think 
that if everyone agrees to release 
his top pix starting Labor Day, for 
instance, some distribs are going 
to see an advantage in getting 
themselves out of a competitive 
race for trade by sneaking their 
best product up to August. 


attendance will be bunched dur- 
ing the Festival period, just as pix 
are, and that b.o.s before and after 
will slip. 
instance, that if plugging of the 
Festival begins a month in advance 
of the September start, biz in 
August may be murder as the re- 
sult of everyone waiting for the 
good pix to appear later. 


Backfire Feared 


If the best product is not held 
| for the Festival, pub-ad execs, par- 





are holding their fire until they’| 


There’s also the great fear that | 


It is pointed out, for | 





Italian Pix Execs Due in U S. For 
Exploratory Talks on New Film Pact 





| Advance Trailers Set 
To Hypo M-G Ballyhoo 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
As~a result of favorable advance 
{reaction to “M-G-M Story,” Metro 
‘is expanding its activities in the 
| field, lining up a series of advance 


‘trailers for use by exhibs to hypo 
| audience interest. 
| by studio ad chief Frank Whitbeck, 
/was okayed by Howard Dietz, ad- 
| publicity head, before latter re- 
‘turned to N. Y. 
| Promotion project calls for stu- 
'dio stars and personalities to make 
|special clips for various trailers 
| and, in addition, Whitbeck and his 
| staff will produce a group of 15 
two-week-in-advance teaser trailers. 
Program expands trailer depart- 
ment, which now includes Harry 
Loud, Cliff Lewis and Jack Atlas 
ias writers and producers. 


Eye Plan to Contact 
Public as B.0. Aid In 
National Sales Project 








'seum of Motion Picture Salesmen 
|of America to hypo theatre grosses 
via personal contact with the pub- 


sidered at salesmen’s convention 
next summer. 

Project, as announced by Robert 
| Ruskin, president of Pittsburgh 
chapter, calls for salesmen to make 
speeches before public groups and 
to conduct “clinics” for exhibitors. 


time to re-sell the industry to or- 
ganizations such as the Lions, Ki- 
‘ wanis and Rotary clubs and to edu- 
|eational societies. Under clinic 





| 


Plan, developed | 


Plan of Pittsburgh loge of Colos- | 


lic may be extended on a national ; 
basis. Project is slated to be con- |, 


Film drummers will donate their | 


| ticularly, fear a backfire of the pro-| plan, salesmen will seek to help 
'motion. They think the threat too | the exhibitor by advising him as 
| great that the public attending | to possible changes of policy to in- 


great part for Gable. Two hours 
later—a car and chauffeur drove 
up. 

GROUCHO: What happened? 

JERRY: We engaged the chauffeur. 
Best chauffeur on the lot. 

GROUCHO: You fellows are cer- 
tainly in the driver’s seat. Or 
is that the chauffeur? 

NORMAN: We've got artistic integ- 
rity. 

JERRY: We don’t kowtow to any- 
body. 

GROUCHO: 


Wyman _ starting in a picture. 

How did you get her? 
NORMAN: We read the script to 

Jack Warner. Last Sunday. 


young men in the industry who 
| Might be listening in? 
NORMAN: Yes, we have. Work 

with all your might to put your- 


kowtow your head off. 

GROUCHO: I think that’s good ad- 
vice. Because once you have your 
head off—you'll be in great 
shape for television. Say, I just 
said the secret word myself. I 
get the $1,000. 





I read in the Wall | 
Street Journal you’ve got Jane’ 














UA Product 


Continued from page >» 





'on in event losses can’t be be quick- 


self in a position where you can 


| during 


the September-December | crease grosses while maintaining 


| period may be disappointed by | existing film rentals. 


some product and may 
‘industry. 

Fears are based on the ‘‘Movies 
‘Are Better Than Ever” campaign 
| which 20th-Fox sparked in 1948. 
| Many industryites think that set 
| back, rather than helped, the b.o. 
, Much of the public discovered that 
pix were no different from before 
and “Movies Are Better Than 
| Ever” slogan was quickly turned 
\into a taunt by theatregoers, col- 
/umnists, commentators and critics. 
It became, as a result, something 
the industry had to live down. 

Skouras, in speaking to last Fri- 





GROUCHO: Which one of you ly stemmed and would permit in- | must overcome the public’s idea 


reads the script? 

NORMAN: We change off. While 
I wash Mr. Warner's car Jerry 
reads the script, while Jerry 
washes the car I read the script. 


ivestment in indie 
financing. 


| Personnel-wise, Youngstein came 


production 


that pix have deteriorated in quali- 
'ty, that Hollywood is decadent and 


‘evil, that the film biz is panicky 


| 


transfer | , 
/that letdown into chagrin at the, 


day’s gathering, said the industry | 








ELCUA 


Continued from page 5 





'through UA. Further strengthening 
ithe UA position, product-wise, is its 
, new $2,000,000 credit being made 
; available to the indies. 


| In view of these factors, it’s said, 


UA should encounter little diffi- . 


culty in holding those producers 
long associated with the outfit. 
However, the competition with 
ELC figures to involve producers 
who will turn to indie operations 
in the future and newcomers to 
the field. 





| 


‘Productions, This is the outfit head- 


An important new ELC associa- 
tion is its alignment with Fidelity | 


in at the end of last week and Wil-| jvor the effects of TV and that » Rech 
14s P : | ‘ed by A. Pam Blumenthal, Howard 
jliam J. Heineman is expected to! Hollywood cannot meet the de-| Welsch and Joseph Scidelman, 


GROUCHO: Can’t you borrow any | join the company as salesmanager | 


mand for adult entertainment. 


siars from Dore Schary? 

NORMAN: No, Dore sends his car 
out to be washed. 

GROUCHO: You seem to be in a 
very enviable position. 

JEGRY: We've got artistic integ- 
rity. 


‘next Monday (5). 
possibility of one week's delay, 
‘since William C. MacMillen, prez of 
Eagle Lion Classics, where Heine- 
/man is now sales chief, has asked 
him to consider staying another 
week unless MacMillen gets solved, 


There’s a slight | 


Leonard Goldenson, prez of 
, United Paramount Theatres, rec- 
ommend that prizes, 
, Oscars, be handed to best b.o. pix 


jeach of the four months of the Fidelity calling for the delivery | 


idrive. He said an award should be 
| given best pic in each of four cate- 


NORMAN: We don't kowtow to!in the meantime his own problem | gories—westerns, musicals, come- 


anybody. 

GiOUCHO: Well, there’s one good 
thing about an independent set- 
up. You have financial security. 


|of a distribution topper. 
| Al Lowe, foreign chief, will defi- 





| indication yet, however, of whether 


| dies and straight dramas. 
, 


| each state be invited to Hollywood 


I imagine you fellows get some | he'll continue in the top spot. Clin-| fo, discussion. of mutual problems 


pretty fat salaries. 
JERRY: We don’t get any salary. 
The banks were against it. 
GROUCHO: Well, how do you live? 
JERRY: They let us borrow some 
money against my wife's jewelry. 
GROUCHO: Well, that’s under- 
standable, starting a _ business. 
That'll make your profits bigger 
eventually, won't it? 


NORMAN: After we made the deal | December, aiming to join Howard | 
excess | LeSieur, then pub-ad chief, when | 
There can't be any | he moved to ELC. The then-prexy | 


Congress “the 
profits tax. 
profits. 

GROUCHO: Then you ought to de- 

_ Mand decent salaries. 

NORMAN: It's too late for that. 


Salaries are frozen too. 


passed 


ton J. (Pat) Scollard, who was 
brought into the organization as 


| week. 
exec, 
Youngstein’s first manpower 
move was to bring Francis M. Wini- 
kus back to the company as adver- 
| tising boss. Winikus resigned last 





i with producers. 20th-Fox exec Al 
| Lichtman plugged for a _ nation- 


exec v.p. by the Paul V. McNutt wide research program—which left | 
‘Tegime last August, resigned last | jim somewhat at odds with his, 
He's a former Paramount | poss, Skouras asserting that such | 


a project was not a necessity at the 
| moment. 


' ° 
} 


Radio City, Metro Near 
Deal for 4 Pictures 
Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., 





similar to! 


P ; : : William F. Rodgers, Metro dis- | 
nitely remain with UA. There's no ¢rip v.p., urged that top exhibs of | 


| which has turned out a few indie 
pix in the past for release by major 
| distribs. 

ELC’s Fidelity Deal 

ELC has a tentative deal with 


iof three features. These are “My 
' Fine Feathered Friend,” with Tony 
| Martin and Jo Stafford; “Dead- 
lock,” starring George Raft, and 
“Vigilante,” with Joel McCrea. 

| Also slated for ELC handling are 
‘Sam Spiegel’s ““When I Grew Up” 
'and Ed Gardner’s “The Man With 
|My Face,” which the comic pro- 


already are completed. 

MacMillen listed four others as 
slated for ELC in the future. These 
| are “Come Out Singing,” to be pro- 
duced by Hal Stanley with Marilyn 
Maxwell and Donald O’Connor co- 


starred; “Hothouse,” to be pro- 
‘duced by Spiegel; David Rose's 
'“God’s Little Island,” starring 


‘Linda Darnell, and “The White 


Grad Sears put up such a squawk and Metro are close to inking a' Road,” to be lensed in France by 


be “raiding,” however, that Mac- 
| Millen refused to allow LeSieur to 
| hire Winikus. 

Youngstein and Heineman will 


‘deal for four pix to play the house, 
starting with -‘“Royal Wedding” 
|either March 8-or 15. Others to 
‘follow would be ‘‘Father’s Little 


JERRY: I don’t know how long my eyentually have a stock participa-| Dividend,” “The Great Caruso” 
Wite’s jewelry is going to hold tion in UA. Youngstein will play | and “Mr. Imperium. M-G has had 


Out. 


an important part in management, | 


NO IMAN: We're up to her engage- far beyond the influence generally | 
. Possibil- | 
G’OUCHO: Well, I envy you fel-|ity is seen that when UA finally. 


nent ring now. assigned a pub-ad chief. 


two other pictures at the Music 
Hall this year, “Kim” and “‘Magnifi- 
cent Yankee.” 


Since October, 1938, Metro has) 


‘'Benagos Pictures, with Glenn 
| Ford and Geraldine Brooks sharing 
' the leads. 

| ELC also has closed with pro- 
| ducer Jack Schwarz for the release 
‘of 15 westerns, thus continuing the 
'tieup between the distrib and the 


‘prod. ELC has_ been- handling , 


Schwarz product for some time. 
Releasing outfit additionally 


duced in Puerto Rico. These two. 


-_ 


lows. You’ve got your artistic 
In esrity, you’re independent and 
sou don’t have to kowtow. Have 
sou any advice to give other 


‘gets operating smoothly he’ll step had 58 features in the Hall. Com-. plans alliances with British firms 


‘up to the presidency and Krim to. 


‘board chairman—a_ post tempo- 
rarily being left vacant. 


pany still holds the record for long 
‘runs with “Random Harvest,” 
ijwhich stayed 11 weeks. 


to replace pix lost as result of 
. terminating the releasing pact with 
\J. Arthur Rank, 


Rome, Feb. 27. 

Delegation of four Italian film 
'industryites will leave for New 
| York March 6 for exploratory talks 
, With Motion Picture Assn. of 
, America offitials involving a new 
‘Italo-American film agreement. 
_Forthcoming meet replaces a full- 
‘scale session in which Italian in- 
‘dustry and government execs were 
to have orisinally huddled with 
Yank film toppers in Washington. 


Foursome making the U. S. 
junket comprises Francesco Pen- 
otti, prez of Italian Distributors 
Assn; Italo Gemini, hheadgof the 
Italian exhih organization known 
as AGIS; Dr. Renato Gualino, 
prexy of Italian Motion Picture 
Producers Assn., and Eitel Monaco, 
who heads ANICA, Italian counter- 
part of the MPAA. All are com- 
ing at the invitation of John G. 


McCarthy. MPAA’s international 
division director. 
Emissaries, expected in New 


| York around March 12, will confer 
| with McCarthy and other U. S. in- 
dustry reps. If their preliminary 
sessions lead to some form of a 
common basis for an agreement, 
| other Italian industry and govern- 
|ment officials will leave for the 
,U. S. to take part in the confabs. 
It is expected that Nicota Di Pirro, 
head of the government’s film sec- 
tion, and possibly Giulio Andre- 
otti, undersecretary of state, will 
join the conclave. 

Proposed Washington meet was 
diplomatically called off by Mc- 
Carthy after unexpected demands 
/ were made of the U. S. industry at 
a recent session between reps of 
‘both sides in San Remo. At that 
time the Italian government and 
the film business urged that dis- 
tribution and financial returns on 
their product in the American mar- 
ket be guaranteed by Hollywood as 
|the price of lifting restrictions: on 
U. S. pix in Italy. 
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20th-Fox Research | 

















me CONtinued from page 3 —— 
a way of obtaining a cheaper form 
of color film than offered by any 
process now in general use. With 
all signs pointing to an increased 
use of color film, 20th hopes to be 
profitably protected on both counts. 

Without the new 20th-Eastman- 
K-D color, it’s pointed out, an in- 
crease in color filming would boost 
mainly the biz of Technicolor, 
which controls its own plants. 
If that happens, 20th’s De- 
luxe Labs, which can handle only 
black-and-white film, would be jeop- 
ardized. New color system under 
development, however, can be proc- 
‘essed in any lab. If 2Uth has a 
piece of the system, of course, that 
would mean added business for 
Deluxe. 

Suit for $300,000,000 filed by 
Schaefer against Eastman, mean- 
‘while, is expected to be settled 
amicably soon, after more than nine 
months of legal huddles. It’s ex- 
pected the new color will be sprung 
commercially as soon as the suit is 
wrapped up. It has not yet been 
‘decided to what extent 20th will 
participate in the new system on 
the basis of the research work and 
financing it has contributed. 


‘Twist’ Chill 
Continued from pace 3 


content and refused to be “intimi- 
dated” by ELC. The dispute ended 
at this point. 

ELC position is that “Twist” is 
innocent of any anti-Jewish con- 
notations and any restraints on its 
exhibition would be unjustified. 

Prior to the row with Breen and 
the MPAA, ELC booked the film to 
play 19 Interstate situations in the 
southwest. These subsequently were 
withdrawn and the distrib since has 
made no effort to set other licens- 
ing deals. 

MPAA directorate approved 
“Twist” by a majority, but not 
unanimous, vote. Sentiment re- 
garding the film was about evenly 
divided at an earlier, unofficial 
conclave. However, three mem- 
bers of the board who were absent 
from the earlier conclave partici- 
pated in the vote last week and 
presumably swung the affirmative 
decision. They were Barney Bala- 
ban, president of Paramount; Spy- 
ros P. Skouras, 20th-Fox prexy, 
and Joseph Hazen, president of 
.Hal Wallis Productions. 
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IO tunsh -- aft toppers! 
‘Lullaby of Broadway’ ‘Please Don't Talk About Me When I'm Gone’ 
‘Somebody Loves Me’ ‘You're Getting to be a Habit With Me’ 
_ ‘hust One of Those Things’ ‘Zing! Went the Strings of My Heart’ 
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NER BROS. , 
WAR R » TRADE SHOW MARCH 12 
ALBANY CHARLOTTE DALLAS INDIANAPOLIS MEMPHIS NEW ORLEANS PHILADELPHIA SAN FRANCISCO 


Warner Screening Room 
79 W. Peorl St. + 12:30 P.M. 


20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
308 S. Church St. - 2.00 P.M. 


20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1803 Wood St. + 2:00 P.M. 


20th Century-Fox Screening Roors 
326 No. Iilinois St. + 1:00 P.M, 


20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
151 Vance Ave. + 2.00 P.M. 


20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
200 S. Liberty St. + 8:00 P.M. 


Warner Screening Room 
230 No. 13th St. + 2:30 P.M. 


Poromount Screening Room 
221 Golden Gote Ave. + 1:30PM 


CHICAGO DENVER JACKSONVILLE MILWAUKEE NEW YORK PITTSBURGH J SEATTLE 
a Screening Room Warner Screening Room Paramount Screening Room Florida Theotre Bldg. S. Rm. Worner Theatre Screening Room Home Office 20th Century-Fox Screening Room ps4 np - 1030 AM 
197 Walton St. W.W. + 7:30 P.M 1307 So. Wabash Ave. + 1:30 P.M. 2100 Stout St. + 2:00 P.M. 128 E. Forsyth St. + 8:00 P.M, 212 W. Wisconsin Ave. + 2:00 P.M. 321 W. 44th St. + 2.30 PLM. 1715 Blvd. of Allies + 1:30 P.M, 2 . 
BOSTON CINCINNATI DES MOINES KANSAS CITY MINNEAPOLIS OKLAHOMA ee on a Room 
RKO Screening Room RKO Paloce Th. Screening Room Paramount Screening Room 20th Century-Fox Screening Room Worner Screening Room 20th Century-Fox Screening Room Jewel Box screening Room pony ee 1.00 PM. ° 
122 Arlington St. + 2.30 PM. Palace Th. Bldg. . 6th - 8:00 P.M 1125 High St. + 12:45 P.M. 1720 Wyandotte St. + 1:20 P.M 1000 Currie Ave. + 2.00 PM. 10 North Lee St. + 1:30 P.M. 1947 W.W. Kearney St. + 2:00 P.M 
DETROIT LOS ANGELES NEW HAVEN OMAHA SALT LAKE WASHINGTON 


BUFFALO 
Poromount Screening Room 
464 Fronklin St. + 2:00 Pm 


CLEVELAND 
Warner Screening Room 
2300 Poyne Ave » 8:30PM 


Film Exchonge Building 
2310 Cass Ave. + 2:00 P.M 


Worner Screening Room 
2025 S. Vermont Ave. + 7:00 P.M 


Warner Theatre Projection Room 
70 College St. + 2.00 P.M. 


20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1502 Davenport St. + 1.00 P.M. 


20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
216 East Ist South + 2:00 P.M 


Warner Theatre Building 
V3th & E. Sts. WW. 10:30AM 
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either to divest itself of theatres 


in such localities or to confine it- 
self to 60% of the product released 








by the eight major film distribu-| Grand, or State and Texas Grand. | Eisintiee 


tors. In other localities, United 
Paramount is required to divest 
itself of theatres, if, over a period 
of time, it,operated more than a 
designated number of theatres on 
particular runs.” 

The amendment makes the Par 
decree read more like the recent 
Warner decree. H. Graeme Mori- 
sen, Assistant Attorney General in 
charge of the antitrust division, ex- 
plained the proposed amendment 
this way: 

“The proposed amendment to the 
Paramount consent judgment pre- 
sents a unique opportunity to bring 
about competitive conditions in 
both first and subsequent motion 
picture runs in the 31 cities and 


towns in which Interstate Circuit, | 


Ine., and Texas Consolidated Thea- 
tres, Inc., operate. 

“While the original consent 
judgment entered against Para- 
mount required the dissolution of 
the joint interest held by United 
Paramount and its local partners, 
it did not open closed towns by re- 
quiring the divestiture of any of 
the theatres owned by the partner- 
ship. The proposed amendment is 
the result of a careful study of lo- 
cal situations in which divestiture 
is required, and is a good example 


of the continuing program of the | 


Justice Department to improve the 
operation of judgments already on 
the books.” 


The Divested Theatres 

Following is the list of theatres 
which United Paramount Theatres, 
Inc., must divest 
with taking over the partnership 
interests in Interstate and Texas 
consolidated. 

Albuquerque, N. M.—The Hiland 
and 66 Drive-in and the Kimo or 
Sunshine, and the Chief er Rio or 
Lobo. 

Abilene, Texas—Paramount or 
Majestic. Unless the Park Drive-in 
is also disposed of, one other the- 
atre must be sold. Court must be 
shown within three months that re- 
tention of the Park Drive-in will 
“not unduly restrain competition.” 

Amarillo, Texas—Capital and Ri- 
alto. One must be sold to a pur- 
chaser who will.operate it firstrun. 
Must also unload Paramount or 
State, or be subject to a product 
limitation, if an independent com- 
petitor comes in within five years 
to operate a firstrun. 

Arlington, Texas — The Texas. 
May retain the Arlington if can 
convince the court it will not un- 
duly restrain. competition. If the 
Arlington is sold, then the Texas 
may be kept. 

Austin, Texas—Queen, Capital 
and Texas plus an additional first- 
run theatre which shall be either 
the Paramount or State. 

Breckenridge, Texas—Palace or 
National. If the National is sold, 
United Paramount shall have the 
option of either divesting the Pal- 
alce or placing it under a product 
limitation for five years. 

Brownsville, Texas—Capitol. To 
retain the Majestic, United Par 
must prove it will not unduly re- 
Strain competition. 

Brownwood, Texas—Three of the 
following four — Bowie, Lyric 
Queen, Ritz. 

Corsicana—Palace or Ideal; and 
Rio or Grand. 
Dallas—Melba, Rialto and Capi- 
tol, in the downtown section. In 
— Dallas, must also sell the 
; nox and Lawn, and one of the fol- 
Vv. u8—Esquire, Village, Inwood, 

arsity. If the Varsity is sold, it 
Must go to an exhibitor who will 
Operate it firstrun. United Par 
Shall either divest another North 
Dallas nabe firstrun or put it under 
Product limitation; and divest an 
additional North Dallas nabe 2nd 
Tun or subject it to product limi- 
tation. United Par may build one 
additional theatre on a site it 
already owns, if it can prove to the 
Court this will not adversely af- 
fect competition. 

In South Dailas, United Par must 
unload the Dalsec, plus an ad- 
ditional house or subject it to prod- 
uct limitation. In Northwest Dallas, 
the Circle shall be divested or sub- 
Jected to product limitation. 

, Denison, Texas—Rialto or State 
© an exhibitor who will operate it 
firstrun. 
“ Denton, Texas—The Texas, and 
le Palace or Dreamland. Campus 
May be retained only if the court 
1S convinced this will not unduly 
retard competition. . 


2) UPT-Interstate Deal 


Continued from page 7 


in connection | 








Eastland, Texas—Majestic and 
Lyric. 
El Paso — Ellany and Texas 


If, within five years, there are not 
| two indie firstrun competitors, an- 
| Other firstrun must be divested. 
je Fort Worth—Hollywood, Majes- 
| tic, Varsity, and Ridglea. Mansfield 
| drive-in may be retained only if 
| it is proven this does not unduly 
| affect competition. 

| Galveston—State, Key and Tre- 
mont. Broadway shall be either 
| divested or subjected to product 
limitation. Oleander Drive-in may 
| be divested only if United Par 
| duly restrain competition. 

Harlingen, Texas — Rialto or 
| Arcadia; or Strand and another 
| theatre which shall be subjected 
| to divestiture or product limitation. 

Houston—In downtown Houston 
the Majestic, or Metropolitan of 
| Kirby shall be divested or subject- 
ed to product limitation unless by 
_the end of a year two indie houses 
are not playing firstruns. 

In southwest Houston, either the 
Yale, Alabama or Tower; or the 
| Yale or Alabama or River Oaks, 
,and in addition, one other firstrun 
;nabe, unless two indies are regu- 
larly playing nabe firstrun for a 
five-year period. Also one addition- 
al house shall be divested or sub- 
| ject to product limitation. 

In southeast Houston, one of 
these—Broadway, Eastwood, Santa 
| Rosa. If the Santa Rosa, and if 
; two indie nabes are not regularly 
| playing neighborhood _ first-runs, 
|United Par must unload another 
theatre. 

In north Houston area, Irving- 
| ton Drive-in and Hempstead Drive- 
In. Also the North Main if another 
indie nabe firstrun does not oper- 
ate regularly. Also another thea- 


must be divested or placed under 
product limitation. 

McAllen, Texas — Palace 
Queen. . 

Mercedes, Texas—Rex and Rio; 
or Rex plus an additional theatre 
if, during five years, two United 
Par houses play firstrun at any 
time. 

Paris, Texas—Grand, or Main, or 
Plaza, plus Airport Drive-In. 

San Antonio—In the downtown 


or 


section, two of these—Majestic, | Keel, Barry Sullivan, Arlene Canhl, | , v 
Aztec, Texas, Empire; or the aoe | James Whitmore, and Nancy Davis | policy demands 40% to 6628% split 


plus having the Majestic or Texas 
or Empire either divested or sub- 
jected to product limitation. In the 
suburban area, the Sunset, Laurel 
and Woodlawn. 

San Marcos, Texas — Palace or 
Texas, and the Hays. If the Texas 
is sold, United Par may divest the 
Palace or place it under product 
limitation. 

Temple, Texas—Arcadia or Bell. 

Tyler, Texas—Tyler or Liberty, 
Crest Drive-In may be retained 
only if United Par can prove it 
does not unduly affect competition. 

Vernon, Texas—Vernon may be 
divested or subjected to product 
limitation. 

Waco—Waco or Orpheum. 

Weslaco, Texas—-Gem. 

Wichita Falls, Texas—Either the 
| Wichita or Strand or State. If the 
| State is disposed of, Par must un- 
| load another house within five 

years unless an indie is regularly 
playing firstrun. 


Distrib Skeds 


Continued from page 5 























more time is necessary if the build- 
up is to be extensive, it's said. 
Another point of their argument 
is that some of the top national 
mags are demanding ad copy three 
months or more in advance of the 
insertion date. Because of mechani- 


instances have asked for copy as 
much as six months before publi- 
cation. 

Distrib execs report theatremen 
are growing increasingly insistent 


and prepare for openings. 

This holds especially with the! 
“one product” operators, such as 
the Warfield theatre, San Francis- | 


output. Pointing up the need for | 
the extensive advance knowledge | 





of upcoming pix is faet that runs | 


/have been becoming shorter and the advancing 
obviously moré films‘are needed. 





roves to the court it wi | 
P will not un | sertedly screened the Esper ver-| 


Astor Pictures is | 


tre, but not the Shepherd Drive-In, | 


cal difficulties, a few mags in some | 


from the film firms far in advance | 
so they can set their own skeds |, 


4 e 9 o 
Savage Bride’ Suit 
H.K.S. Motion Picture Produc- 
ing and Distributing Corp. last 
week filed an infringement suit in 
N. Y. federal court against Dwain 


'Esper and RKO Theatres, Inc. 
claims that its film, 
| “Savage Bride,” was pirated by 
Esper. Damages, an_ injunction 
/and an accounting of the profits 
| derived from the alleged infringe- 
| ment are sought. 

_ Esper, according to the com- 
_plaint, has three or four reels of 
| “Bride” which he distributed in a 
| package show called “Rama.” It’s 
| charged that he later substituted 
the title, “Savage Bride,’” for his 
entire feature. RKO Theatres was’ 
named a defendant since its houses 
in Trenton and New Brunswick as- 


sion of “Bride.” 
distributing the H. K. S. “Bride.” 


M-G Steps Up Policy 
Of Promoting Young 


Talent in Production 
| Hollywood, Feb. 27. 


| Metro is stepping up policy of 
bringing young new talent into the 
| production organization, especially 

in ranks of producers and direc- 
,tors. Plan shifted into high gear in 
ithe last year under Dore Schary 
| with a flock of promotions. 


| New producers are George Wells, 
| writer-producer on “Broadway 
| Baby”; Sidney Sheldon, who won 
| writer-producer ticket; Hayes 
| Goetz, who made “Calling Bulldog 
Drummond” in England last year; 
|Robert Thomsen, whose first is 
|The Bradley Masen Story”; pro- 
|ducer-director-writer team of Nor- 
i/man Panama-Melvin Frank made 
i“Reformer and Redhead” and is 
| working on “Strictly Dishonor- 


\able,” with “Callaway Went That- 





| away” also on their schedule. 

New directors include Don 
' Weiss, Henry Berman, Robert Pir- 
osh, who had producer reins added 


Richard Brooks, 
Harold Kress, 
Gerald Mayer and John Sturges. 





jing six—Mario_ Lanza, 


—who achieved top billing. 


Expect Final OK of 





{ 


New COMPO 


Format by April Via TOA Board 





| > 
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‘Robt, J. Rubin Joins Par 
| As Aide to Balaban 


| Chores assigned to Robert J. 
‘Rubin are indefinite yet in the 
/post of assistant to Paramount 
| prexy Barney Balaban, to which he 
‘was appointed last Friday (23). 
'Rubin, it is understood, will, for 
the time being, at least, have a free 
(hand in exploring the various 
‘facets of Paramount’s operation, 
| particularly in distribution. 
His appointment in no way over- 
‘laps or changes the activities of 
| Arthur Israel and Louis Novins, 
who also serve as Balaban assist- 
ants. They are both attorneys, as 
is Rubin, although none of the 
three has legal duties at Par. 
Rubin until recently was gen- 
eral counsel for the Society of In- 
dependent Motion Pictyre Produc- 
ers. He was brought into that set- 
| up in 1947 by the then-prexy, Don- 
|ald Nelson. He had been in the 
‘antitrust division of the Dept. of 
Justice. He handled some anti- 
| trust investigations against the ma- 
| jors while at SIMPP. 
|" Rubin repped SIMPP on the 
| Board of the Council of Motion 
| Picture Organizations. His contri- 
| bution in smoothing out the rough 
| intra-organizational difficulties en- 
| countered in the formation of 
|COMPO attracted the attention of 
Balaban and Par general counsel 
Austin Keough. This is believed 
‘to have led to the Balaban bid. 


Biz Justifies Terms, 
20th Answers Gripes 
On Allied ‘Halls’ Beef 


Exhibitor squawks over 20th- 
| Fox’s percentage demands for 


| 
| 





to his former writer-director tick- | “Halls of Montezuma” are unjusti- 
et), David Bradley, Stanley Donen, 
Leslie Cardos, 
Fletcher Markle, 


| fied in view of biz being done by 
\the picture, according to company 
| spokesman. Latest beef is from 


| Independent Exhibitorg Inc., New 


Studio also signed 26 players | England unit of Allied States Assn., 


new to screen during 1950, includ- | t 
Howard | current bulletin. 


which blasts the 20th policy in a 
Exhib organization asserts new 


or higher percentage terms by 
| raising the floor on sliding scales 











New Pix Blood 
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director of publicity, advertising 
and exploitation. He's 34. 

Age level of the whole new UA 
management group is equally star 
tling in light of industry averages. 
The UA case, however, is not one 
‘of appointments of youthful execs. 
|Here they took the reins them- 
‘selves and made a deal with the 
‘owners by which they got control. 

Arthur B. Krim, the new prexy, 
is 40. His principal partner, Rob- 
‘ert S. Benjamin, is 41. Max E. 
| Youngstein, v.p. and head of ad- 
'vertising and publicity, is 37. 
|Matty Fox, another partner, just 
‘turned 40. William J. Heineman, 





iwho is expected to take over next | 


week as general salesmanager, is 
'grandpappy of the lot at Si. 

| Col’s Step 

Columbia recently took steps to 
-add youth to its top-level policy 


| 


J setup with the appointment of Paul 


| He’s 37. He’s aide to 
| pub-ad v.p. Nate Spingold. 


|N. Lazarus. 


| Leonard Goldenson took over the | 


‘command of the new United Para- 
i mount Theatres Co. at 43, while a 
| comparative newcomer to the biz, 
| William C. MacMillen, Jr., prez of 


| Eagle Lion Classics, is 37. 


Production end of the business 
ihas generally been given more to 
ithe boy genius types than has dis- 
‘tribution and publicity-advertising. 
| Darryl F. Zanuck, for instance, was 
|only 27 when he headed Warner 


‘became head of Metro production 
'at 43, and there has been a large 
scattering of writers, producers 
and directors who’ve made the 
grade while in their 20s. 


Youthfulness of some of the men 


co, which plays only the Metro , who've recently stepped into top cast. 


positions has given rise to the quip 
fhat the execs now are younger 
than the stars. That’s a crack at 
age of many of the 


;old b.o. standbys. 


from 25% to 30%. Indies also claim 
higher flat rentals are being asked 
| by raising the established buyoff. 
| Distrib defended the 40% to 
6624% split by pointing out that 
company was cooperating on the 
advertising on the same basis as 
the percentage terms. It 
claimed that company was tying in 


40% of the cost over the top ad 
budget of the _ theatre. 
further asserted that company ex- 
changes have local autonomy and 
that all deals are made on a pic- 
ture-by-picture and_ situation-by- 
situation basis. 





WB Ad-Pub Execs 
In Studio Huddles 


Campaigns on Warner Bros.’ 
‘forthcoming releases will be final- 
ized on the Coast this weekend in 
huddles between studio and home- 
office ad-publicity execs. Flying to 
the Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) are 
Mort Blumenstock, v.p. in charge 
of advertising and publicity; Gil 
Golden, advertising manager, and 
Larry Golob, eastern publicity di- 
rector. 

Meetings will be held with Jack 
L. Warner, Steve Trilling, Warner’s 
assistant, and Alex Evelove, studio 
| publicity director. Homeoffice trio 
| due back early next week. 











‘King Bros. Demand 


‘Bullets’ Accounting 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
King Bros. demanded an account- 


that pic availabilities be deter-| Bros. production in 1929. Stanley ing of the profits on “Paper Bul- 
mined at the earliest. Exhibs claim Kramer hit as the fair-haired hope lets” in a breach-of-contract suit 
they must know what's coming of the indies at 36. Dore Schary filed in superior court against 


| Eagle Lion Classics, Eagle Lion 
| Films, PRC Pictures and Pathe In- 
| dustries 

| Picture was made by the Kings 
in 1941 with Jack LaRue, Joan 
| Waterbury and Alan Ladd in the 
It was originally distributed 
‘by PRC and later by Eagle Lion 
‘and Eagle Lion Classics. Plain- 
‘tiffs claim the distribution costs 
exceeded the amount called for in 
the contract..° 


was | 
on the ad campaigns by assuming | 


It was. 


Next membership session of the 
Council of Motion Picture Organi- 
zations will probably t:.%e place in 
May. All-industry public relations 
body hopes to have won approval 
of its new format by all of its 
charter groups by that time and 
be ready to present to them various 
concrete plans of action. 

Actually, the final okay on the 
new format is anticipated by early 
April, when the board of Theatre 
Owners of America holds its con- 
clave in Washington. Prexy Ned 
E. Depinet and exec v.p. Arthur 
L. Mayer don’t want to call the 
membership together, however, un- 
til there are specific items ready 
for its attention. 

Drive for pledges from exhibs to 
support COMPO financially will 
begin as soon as the last of the 
five exhib organizations among the 
charter members stamps its okay 
on the new bylaws. COMPO execs 
are hopeful that enough pledges 
will come in quickly to give them 
the financial basis for going ahead 
on planning a program and starting 
actively to work on it. 

Five of the charter members 
have formally okayed the new by- 
laws to date. Acceptance by four 
others is believed just a techni- 
cality, with TOA the only one that’s 
questionable in any sense. Since 
each of TOA’s 28 member groups 

must individually give the nod to 
COMPO, there’s always a chance 
for a snag. Only sign of a balk 
so far, however, has been from 
the Southern California unit, which 
| has stated it would like some clari- 
| fications of the new setup. 
| Groups which have okayed the 
| revised layout are Motion Picture 
| Industry Council, Motion Picture 
Assn. of America, Allied States 
Exhibitors Assn., Variety Clubs In- 
ternational and the Pacific Coast 
Conference of Independent Thea- 
tre Owners. 

Society of Independent Motion 
| Picture Producers is slated to meet 
| next week on the Coast, at which 
| time approval is expected. Okay 
| by tradepress publishers is regard- 
'ed only as a formality, while the 
| two New York exhib groups—Met- 

ropolitan Motion Picture Theatres 
Assn. and Independent Theatre 
Owners Assn.—have already unof- 
ficially given their seal. 

New format calls for a board to 
be made up of reps of any local 
or regional exhib groups that want 
to join. Many of them will be on 
hand at the projected May mem- 
bership meeting. Board will elect 
an exec committee that will actu- 
ally provide the guiding hand for 
COMPO activities. 


~ SCTOA Meets March 9 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Problems of film exhibitors in 
this sector will be threshed out 
during a three-day meeting of the 
Southern California Theatre Own- 
ers Assn., starting March 9. 


| Attending the meeting will be 
| Gael Sullivan, executive director, 
‘and Herman Levy, general counsel 
of the Theatre Owners of America, 
of which SCTOA is a member. 


- 1856 ‘Bell’ Rights 


Continued from page 3 


last legit hit to hit the high brack- 

ets was “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
- which was bought by Charles Feld- 
man for $350,000. 

Recent screen rights deals have 

/not exceeded the $200,000 mark. 
Warner Bros. snagged “Where's 
|Charley?” for that figure. Colum- 
‘bia’s dicker for “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes” involves $165,000. Stan- 
‘ley Kramer acquired “Death of a 
'Salesman” for $150,000 plus per- 
| centage, ‘Member of the Wedding” 
for $100,000 and “The Happy 
Time” for $125,000 each plus profit 
share. Understood Metro is close 
to inking a deal for “Brigadoon” 
for $125,000. 

Meanwhile, story departments of 
the majors are scouting and buy- 

‘ing more properties than they have 

for several years. Increased pro- 
_duction plans have cued a spurt in 
story purchases. Novels, magazine 
yarns and originals are being 
combed more extensively for pos- 
sible screen material. 

Companies are on the lookout 
particularly for comedies and 
stories with light themes. Pur- 
chases of heavy drama, unless out- 

| standing, ate going into. an eclipse. 





| 
| 
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Film Reviews 











Quebee 


meller about the stormy period of 


1837 in Canada’s history. Corinne | 
Calvet, Patric Knowles and John. 
Barrymore, Jr., are the only names | 
which | 


for marquee decoration 
should spell average to good box- 
office. Biz could be enhanced by 
a better title. 

Plot traces a minor rebellion of 
French and English against the es- 
tablished British rule in Canada, 
with Miss Calvet being spotted as 
the brains behind the uprising, be- 
ing known to her band of followers 
as “Lafleur.” Barrymore is her son 
who for vears had believed his 
mother dead, learning her identity, 
only when the revolt gets into full | 
sWing. 

Actual tearjerking passages sur- | 
round the youth's discovery of her 
identity and realization that she 
mace the supreme sacrifice to pre- 
vent him from being he!d a polit- 
ical hostage. Story develops also a 
neat battle between Earbara Rush, 
the Quebec home gal, and Nikki 
Duval, a fiery femme of the wilder- 
ness, for his love. Picture is punc- 
tuated with action ranging from the 
minor skirmishes with the British 
troops to the fullseale attack on the 
Quebec fortress. Latter is a spine- 
tingier that gives the film a near- 
climax prior to actual reuniting of 
the lovers. 

George Templeton has displayed 
marked skill in maneuvering so 
many people without confusing the 
piot developments. His direction 
seldom bogs Gown with wordy pas- 
sages. Production has been hand- 
somely mounted by Alan Le May. 
who e!lso scripted a tight yarn. 

Miss Calvet turns in an outstand- 
ing performance as the vindictive. 
wroneced mother who is finally re- 
united with her husband and son 
too late. Young Barrymore hints 
future promise. Knowles makes a 
stalwart leader ef the rebels and 
father of the youth. Barbara Rush 
contributes a delightful role as the 
Quebee girl who falls for Barry- 
more. Nikki Duval shows promise 
in her first important film role. 
John Hovt does an excellent vor- 
traval of the priest. Patsy Ruth 
Milier. star of the silent era, has a 
lesser bit, but does it well. 

Lensing by W. Howard Green is 
topflight, being particularly fine in 
his sweeping shots of the magnifi- 
cent Canadian woods and battle ac- 
tion. Morgan Padelford, Techni- 
color consultant, has turned in a 
superb color job. Editing by Jack* 
Ogilvie results in a crisp oes. 

Vear. 
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| bers she does. On latter, Carroll 
cuts in with his strong baritone. | 
As the stars, Miss Ralston and 
Carroll acceptably answer light de- 
mands of Allan Dwan’'s direction. 
Hope Emerson picks up her foot- 
age as a mining queen, married to 
|pintsized John Qualen for a_good 
comedy contrast. William Ching, 
Grant Withers, Chase and the oth- 
ers do what is required of them. 


Production values are adequately 
mounted to show off the period 0 
the story, and Rennie Lanning 
gives it all good lensing. Footage 
is slightly overlength at 90 minutes, 
The Victor Young music score 1s on 
the credit side. Brog. 


Missing Women 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


Republic release of Stephen Auer pro- 
duction. Features Penny Edwards, James 
Millican. John Gallaudet, John Alvin. 
rected by Philip Ford. Written by I 
K. Butler: camera, John MacBurnie; edi- 


tor, Harold Minter. Previewed Feb. 23, 
51. Running time, 60 MINS. 

Claudia Rankin.......... Penny Edwards 
Hans Soderling. ..ccesess James Millican | 
Lieut,. REMSNEM <ccscccess John Gallaudet ' 
te BMI... « h000s e660 65 00% Johi Alvin 
OE EFCC Eee . Fritz Feld 
OS ee James Brown 
BER, SCORE % 0:60 wa o46.0.05 Robert Shayne 
Mae Berrinser.«..<.006.< Marlo Dwyer 
Capt. E. W. Willis.......William Forrest 


Phillip Rankin.........+-. John Hedloe 
Saleswoman.........Mary Alan Hokanson 
Waitress... mae . Patricia Joiner 


From a fairly promising start, 
“Missing Women” soon resolves it- 
self into a formula 


situations. Unimaginative script, 
direction and presentation hold it 
on a routine level, and entertain- 
ment values are minor. 

The John K. Butler plot gets off 
with murder of Penny Edwards’ 
husband by car thieves as the 
couple start their honeymoon. 
Bride vows to run down the killer, 
so acquires a manufactured prison 
record and talks her way into the 
hot car racket, hoping to catch up 
with James Millican and bring him 
to justice. She aids in pulling a 
few jobs herself to get in good 
with the gang run by Robeit| 
Shayne, but her identity is finally | 
disclosed. Just as she is about to 
be done in, the police arrive to 
make the arrests and rescue the 
amateur sleuth. 

Nothing in the writing, playing 
or direction makes the story be- 
lievable. and every event is tele- 
graphed several scenes ahead. Start 
of yarn holds promise of bettering 
the average for program melodra- 
mas but this hope is soon lost. 
Among others in cast walking 


‘through assignments are John Gal- 


Belle Le Grand 


(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Feb. 22. 


Republic release of Herbert J. Yates 
presentation. Stars Vera Ralston, John 
Carroll. Muriel Lawrence; features Wil- 
li.m Ching, Hope Emerson, Grant With- 
evs. Siephen Chase, John Qualen.  Di- 
rected by Allan Dwan. Screenplay, D. D. 
Bexuchamp: siory. Peter B. Kyne; cam- 
era. Reggie Lanning: music, Victor Young: 
editor, Harry Keller. Previewed Feb. 21. 





’51. Running time, 90 MINS. 
BENS Le GCLARG:«...0.0068000s. Vera Ralston 
Pi a er ae . John Carroll 
Weete TORSHAW « ...ass cece. Muriel Lawrence 
Be SRG « 64-604 40d48 0 ko William Ching 
Bmma MCU. ......60666060- Hope Emerson 
SHONRON .......6+scce0e6e Cares Withers 
Montgomery Crane........ Stephen Chase 
Corky McGee. ....0.<ccssvee John Qualen 
BBL BONG 04... 606050400004 Henry Morg:in 
2 aa -..-Charles Cane. 
Parkington..... s+. Thurston Hall 
Daisy 1a Bb MOS CAR ARE CES Marietta Canty 
| reer ee ore Torey Glen Vernon 
General double-bill — situation 
should find “Belle Le Grand” 
fairly acceptable entertainment. 


It's a pretentious costumer with a 
routine story that contains no sur- 
prises, but has enough pace to get 
it by outside of the top houses. 

Peter B. Kyne_ storv, scripted 
by D. D. Beauchamp, runs through 
old-fashioned situations, and there's 
not much snap to the dialog. 
Hearts-and-flowers opener has Vera 
Ralston jailed as an accomplice to 
murder. When she is released, she 
turns to gambling, becoming the 
queen of chance in early San Fran- 
cisco, thus meeting John Carroll, 
miner. and making a killing deal- 
ing on stock in his silver mine. 

Menace in the plot is Stephen 

Chase. who is out to ruin Carroll. 

To carry out this, he arranges a 
fire in the mine but the hero out- 
wits him when Miss Ralston makes 
her cash available to aid Carroll. 
She also saves him at the finale 
when Chase has egged miners into 
conducting a lynching party, and 
eventually they get together in a 
flinch though Carroll .has_ been 
sidetracked by Muriel Lawrence, 
singer, who is actually Miss~*Ral- 
ston’s kid sister. 

Miss Lawrence, soprano, is in- 
trocuced in this pic and registers 
both as to voice and personality. 
*“Voci Di Primavera,” “Chacun Le 
Sait,’ “Last Rose of Summer” and 


laudet. James Brown. both police- 
men; John Alvin, Fritz Feld and 
Marlo Dwyer. 


Philip Ford directed the formula 


material in stereotype style under | 
Stephen Auer’s production super-' 


vision. Photography and_ other 
technical credits are standard. 
Brog. 





Pool of London 
(BRITISH) 
London, Feb. 20. 


GFD release of Ealing Studios-Michael 
Balcon production. Stars Bonar Colleano, 
Susan Shaw, Renee 
ter, Earl Cameron; features Max 
Joan Dowling, 
Directed by Basil Dearden. Screenplay, 
Jack Whittingham, John Eldridge: camera, 


Adrian, 





Gordon Dines; editor, Peter Tanner. At | 
Odeon, London. Running time, 86 MINS. | 
ree rere ere ee ee ye Bonar Colleano | 
. SPRPRELERECCET TOS TT Ce Susan Shaw 
Serre re rr ce Renee Asherson 
POG + 560.6:405100404800645 Earl Cameron 
Maisie.... Mite tinsaesa Moira Lister 
WO 66.4 00:4.0.6- 6 8565564 4-00 5.04 6 Max Adrian 
Jo) Ave ree ter eee ee Joan Dowling , 


Trotter 


Andrews..... . Michael Golden 
Ee eS ere ‘ .. Alfie” Bass | 
| Saree re rer ee Christopher Hewitt 
FOES, 5.4:3:60:40-4400445N090-6% Leslie Phillips 
CIBOTOO yo «6660.56 60:40:63 06:05 George Benson | 
WHHEINGONN: 66.05.04 60550008 John Longden 


This latest production from the 
Ealing studios has a solid hard core 
of thrills, but takes a long time 
coming to the point. With an ob- 
vious eye on the American market, 
a suggested 
white girl and a Negro sailor is 


left uneasily in suspense; but the | 


damage, if any, has been done. 
Too many cockney characters in 
the opening scenes are also a han- 
dicap for the U. S. territory. 

The story of “Pool of London” 
spans just 48 hours when a cargo 
ship is in the London docks. The 
plot goes off at various tangents 
before fin.lly converging on the 
basic dramatic theme of a man- 
hunt following a holdup, murder 
and jewel robbery. 

The central character, played by 
Bonar Colleano, is an over-confi- 
dent, over-exuberant seaman who 
makes a bit of side money by 
small-time smuggling. He is tempt- 
ed into the big coin by a gang of 
jewel thieves. Before he gets back 
to his boat, he finds that he has 
become implicated in a murder- 


Di- | 
John ; 


programmer | 
tor lowercase slotting in the lesser | 


, ner, 


Asherson, Moira Lis- | 


James Robertson Justice. | 


snd sS.6.s James Robertson Justice | 


romance between aj} 


“Drink to Me Only With Thine 
Eyes” are the public domain num- 
hunt and that he has landed his 
best friend, a colored boy, with the 
incriminating evidence. | ; 
While the main story is being 
developed, the film traces. the 
warm attachment of the Negro 
'seaman for a white girl. 
ithis is tastefully done, it has no 
| bearing on the plot. A lot of cel- 





| with Colleano’s romance with a 
| girl who had just been jilted by 
{another sailor. 


| man-hunt starts that the film real- 


|ly gets moving. The last 15 min- | 


iutes is packed with tension, al- 
' though the plot breaks off unneces- 
' sarily to show the Negro lad stead- 
jily getting drunk. 

| Colleano’s role is a natural for 
‘him. He lives the part of the 
swaggering sailor, sure of himself 
|until the moment of crisis. Earl 
Cameron gives a restrained and 
i dignified performance as his friend. 
Max Adrian isn’t quite 
'enough as the brains behind the 
robbery and James Robertson Jus- 
tice is completely wasted as a hard- 
drinking ship's engineer. The 
four principal femme roles, played 
by Susan Shaw, Renee ‘SAsherson, 
‘Moira Lister and Joan Dowling, 
are nicely handled, but figure )it- 
tle in the overall plot. 

| Basil Dearden’s direction is not 


‘helped by the script, but -takes ad- | 


'vantage of effectiv= natural dock- 

land and city setiings. Gordon 

Dines’ camera wer is excellent. 
Myro. 


Affair 


| The Franchise 
(BRITISH) 


London, Feb. 20. 
AB-Pathe release of Association British 
Picture Corp. production. Stars Michael 
Denison, Dulcie Gray; features Anthony 
Nicholls, Athene Seyler, Marjorie Field- 
ing. Ann Stephens. Directed by Lawrence 
Huntington. Screenplay, Robert Hall, 
Lawrence Huntington; camera, Gunther 
Krampff; editor, Clifford Boote. At War- 

London. Running time, 88 MINS. 
Robert Blair ..Michael Denison 
Marion SHAFPe .....scces Duleie Gray 
Kevin MacDermott......Anthony Nicholls 


ie A lo ee Marjorie Fielding | 
NEY SAEED 2.3 HOSES OH EAS Athene Seyler 
NOOR 1 MRRIN Oia 55-005 0:06.8r8 Ann Stephens 
Pee. SIMON opis anew ceraea Hy Hazell 
Bret. SSR. Gran€..6.66sives. John Bailey 
a eee eae Avice Landone 
a Kenneth More 
COE ae eee .Maureen Glynne 
Bernard Chadwick........ Peter Jones 
OROp. BIGUAM. « .. sco e 0a 6s Martin Boddey 


This is a modest British suspense 
thriller which should do okay as a 
quota attraction in the home mar- 
ket, but cannot hope to make an 
impression in America. It would 
get by on the bottom half of a 
dualer. 

The plot. set in a sleepy English 
country village, describes what 
happens when a= schoolgirl con- 
cocts a yarn that she had been kid- 
napped by two women and ill- 
treated in order to cover up her 
own misdoings. The country 
lawyer who normally shrinks from 
criminal cases regards this one in 
a special light and collects the evi- 
dence to refute what appeared to 
be a conclusive story. 

There is little attempt to work 


up tension. and at times the action | 


matches the sleepy surroundings. 
There are few novel twists. 

' A good average acting standard 
j is maintained. The role of the 
‘country lawyer is filled effort- 
i\lessly by Michael Denison, Dulcie 
'Gray registers well as one of the 
‘accused. Marjorie Fielding gives 
an incisive study as her mother, 
Athene Seyler contributes a warm- 
hearted performance as Denison’s 
gossiping aunt and Ann Stephens 
neatly portrays the schoolgirl. 

Myro. 


| Crossroads of Passion 
(FRENCH) 
| Films International of America release 


of Ettore Giannini production. Stars 
viane Romance; features Valentina Cor- 
tesa, Clement Duhour. Directed by 


; Jacques Companeez. Based on story by 


luloid is also used in catching up| 


It isn’t until the | 


strong | 


Vi- , 


‘identified and their motivations 
come into clear focus. 

While the staging lacks clarity 
at the outset, director Jacques 
Companeez consistently drew good 
, performances from the cast mem- 
‘bers. Miss Romance especially 
gives a vivid portrayal as the tool 





|is to avenge the death of her loved 
,;one as caused by the saboteurs. 
Film was based on a story by 
Companeez and Claude Heymann, 
with Ettore Giannini listed as the 
producer. Camera work is ade- 
‘quate but photography is short of 
Hollywood par. Gene. 





Domani e Un Altro 
Giorno 
(Tomorrow Js Another Day) 
(ITALIAN) 

Genoa, Feb. 14. 





tion. Stars Laura Gore, Anna Maria Pier- 


| angeli, Aldo Silvani, Anna Maria Ferrero, , 


Rina De Liguoro, Arnoldo Foa, Rossana 
Podesta. Directed by Leonide Moguy. 
Screenplay by Moguy, Meccoli, Biancoli, 
Gasco, Prosperi from story by Moguy; 
camera, G. R. Aldo; editor, Lionello Mas- 
sobrio. At the Lux, Genoa. Running time, 
| 105 MINS. 

Le ee ee Laura Gore 
Doctor....... kinetin teaitieis scarves Aldo Silvani 
GAME... ccces ionwawae Anna Maria Ferrero 
CeSare...cccccsccesss.:. . Arnoldo Foa 
eee e-e.-Anna Maria Pierangeli 
SEA eee ere: Rina De Liguoro ; 
Stefania...... C6 nKaeaes Rossana ee | 


Leonide Moguy, whose previous 
pic, “Tomorrow Is Too Late,” 
dealt with the problem of sexual 
ieducation of adolescents, follows 
/up with another thesis picture con- 


|cerning suicides and their causes. | 


;Given a grim, realistic treatment, 
| film is no light morsel, containing 
‘almost no humor. Although often 
obvious and repetitious in its ap- 
proach to the problem, picture has 
its moments and is boosted several 
notches by the fine thesping of 
two youngsters, Anna Maria Pier- 
angeli and Anna Maria Ferrero, 
cueing a favorable audience reac- 
tion. Gloomy theme _ mitigates 
against big American boxoffice. 
An attempted suicide which 
fails when an ambulance doctor 
intervenes and takes the would-be 
suicide along on other suicide calls 
to convince her of the absurdity of 
her attempt. This serves as the 
framework for three other stories, 
all ending in suicide; a poor girl 
whose mother is in jail, seduced 
and then persecuted by a white 


slave trader jumps out of a win-: 


dow to escape him; an old woman 
‘(Rina De Liguoro) whose only 


companion, a dog, is poisoned by | 
unfriendly neighbors, turns on the | 


gas; the daughter of a rich society 


woman turns elsewhere for affec- | 


tion when she doesn't find it at 
home, has an affair with an irre- 
sponsible schoolboy friend 
later takes an overdose of sleep- 
,ing pills. 


who lives. 

Miss Pierangeli easily runs away 
with the picture, giving an ex- 
tremely sensitive performance in 
the last and best of the three 
stories. Miss Ferrero shows talent, 
looks and promise as the perse- 
cuted poor girl. Silent star De 
'Liguoro, Olga Solbelli and Ros- 


‘sana Podesta are others who con-, 


tribute strong performances. 

| Direction could have kept a 
‘tighter grip on some other actors. 
Filmed on Rome and Naples loca- 
tions, pie is given a skilled camera 
treatment by G. R. Aldo. Hawk, 





Miraeolo a Milano 
(Miracle in Milan) 
(ITALIAN) 
Genoa, Feb. 20. 


ENIC release of a DeSica-ENIC produc- 
; tion. Stars Emma Gramatica, Francesco 
Golisano, Paolo Stoppa, Brunella Bovo, 





De Sica. Screenplay, Cesare _Zavattini, 
De Sico from story by Zavattini; camera, 
Aldo Graziati; editor, Eraldo Da Roma; 


special effects, Ned Mann. Previewed in 


Companeez and Claude Heymann; music, i ime, NS. 

| Joseph Kosima; English titles. Sidney H. | Genoa. Running time ps m a tic 
Mayers. At Squire theatre. N. Y., Feb. Lolotta....... ecccccers - Soennaeee ‘act a 
25, ’S1. Running time, 90 MINS. | TOCO....cecccecsecece. hes oaeeee 
Irene Dumesnil........ Viviane Romance Rappl...----++-eseereeeeees eS ee 
‘Maria Pilar............ Valentina Cortese Little Evige.......+++-- Brunella Bovo 
MATIO GA Pau, «<0... 00: Clement Duhour . The Rich Man_....... Guglielmo Barnabo 
MINE 6 os nr 3 46h aa Fosco Giachetti The Haughty Woman....... Anna Carena 
Hilde von Baldur...... Gina Falkenberg | The Statue..... gsseecccceces Alba Arnova 
DUN 555555 00544 whee Giovanni Hinrich , The Unhappy Girl.......... Flora Cambi 
Docteur Slaceck........ Olinto Cristina |The Sergeant............. Virgilio Riento 
ol Oe re Job Van Huelsen | Alfredo........+-..++.- .Arturo Bragaglia 
J 8 OS arrears eam Sembt Gaetano........--.-.+-- _.. Erminio Spalla 
ONE OMI 5 56-5 50ae40e'e 14565 Jean Wal] The Athlete.......... Riccardo Bertazzolo 

| memeicens 


(In French; English Titles) 

| Customers lured by the lurid 
‘title and expecting a heavy play 
on sex will find ‘Crossroads of 
Passion” a disappointment. French 
import, with English titles, deals 
in sabotage and intrigue during 
, World War II, It’s strictly for the 
_Offbeat trade and in appropriate 
|spots figures to draw mediocre in- 
come. 

| Viviane Romance, who has the 
lead, is a name with marquee 


‘meaning in the foreign-language | 


circuit and will help the initial 
_business. Pic also lends itself to 
exploitation. 

| Story, which centers on a band 
‘of saboteurs pitted against the 
;Nazis in Lisbon, unfolds in 
, scrambled fashion during the early 
‘reels. Interest develops as the as- 
,sortment of sinister characters are 


| The writer-director team of Ce- 
sare Zavattini and Vittorio DeSica, 
which two years ago sprang up a 
‘winner with the “Bicycle Thief,” 
has produced another outstanding 
picture. Though it may disappoint 
some viewers and probably won't, 
ifor the very nature of its subject 
| matter, receive the universal press 
,and public acclaim which greeted 
|their previous effort, “Miracle” 
should prove a strong entry for 
U. S. arty houses. 

“Miracle,” an involved and ram- 
| bling screenplay, originally written 
| by Cesare Zavattini in 1940 and 
| later published as a novel entitled 
| “Toto the Good,” contrasts sharply 
With the simplicity and warm hu- 
-manity of “Bicycle Thief” and gives 
| director DeSica less opportunities 
fo guide his thespers to those ex- 
tremely human, heart-warming per- 


Minerva release of an Excelsa produce: ' 


and | 


However, the only near | 
happy-ending is saved for this girl, | 


Guglielmo Barnabo. Directed by Vittorio | 


'formances which are his s Sn 
wheres Pc gl Be aimed atthe 
audience hea “Miracle” is ai 

at the brain. ; litte 

An intellectual fairy tale play 

against a background of gt ht 
realities of present-day life, film 
| tells the story of Toto (Francesco 





Although of the Nazis whose ruling passion | Cojisano), an orphan boy with s 


,good, innocent approach to 
|who joins a colony of béggars 


life, 
1 ina 
‘Shack village on the outskirts of 
/Milan. He organizes the commu 


nity, gives the poor a new will to 


live and a relative happiness. Whe 

the rich owner of the land dsoave 
ers oil under the viliage and tries 
to evict the beggars with his pri- 
vate police force, Toto helps fight 
them off with the aid of a miracu- 
lous dove given him for his good 
qualities by a friendly fairy. With 
the dove’s help, Toto also fulfills 
all the beggars’ wishes, and in the 
goodness of his heart cannot deny 
them anything even when their de- 
| sires become excessive. Thus, some 
receive shoes and clothes, a short 
man grows taller, a Negro becomes 
white, others want houses, furs 
|millions. The dove is eventually 
| stolen, ‘the now helpless beggars 
hauled off to the city in vans by the 
‘landowner forces. There Toto re- 
'gains possession of the dove and 
frees his friends. 


The opening sequences, the fos« 
ter-mother’s funeral, Toto’s arrival 
at the beggar village; the tramps’ 
fight for heat on a cold wintry day 
the innocent love of Toto and his 
girl, are among many superb mo- 
ments which confirm DeSica’s tal- 
ent. The sharp satire on the oil- 
greedy industrialist is handled in 
a broader, perhaps exaggerated 
manner, and pic is_ liberally 
sprinkled with intelligent humor, 
much of it ironic. 


Performances by pros and tyros 
alike are flawless, with standout 
bits contributed by Paolo Stoppa, as 
a traitor; Golisano, as Toto: Bru- 
nella Bovo, as his girl, and Anna 
(Carena as an aristocratic beggar, 
Alessandro Cicognini has again 
composed a brilliant musical score. 
G. R. Aldo’s lensing is firstrate. 
Technically difficult special effects 
| by Ned Mann ars satisfying if not 
always convincing. Hawk. 


- 




















Stillman, Spiegel | 


Continued from page 7 


Shelve this because of the national 
emergency. 

Max Youngstein, newly  ap- 
| pointed ad-pub v.p. at UA, re- 
ported at the meeting the distrib, 
in lending further assists to the 
indies, will shortly employ 10 field 
exploitation men on a permanent 
basis. He added the figure will be 
increased to 15 eventually. 
| Spiegel related inacfivity within 
| the ranks of indies on the Coast 
was the obvious result of UA’'s 
long period of uncertainty. . They 
| Suspended production pending set- 
itlement of the firm’s affairs and 
now that this has been accom- 
plished they’ll be off to a new and 
fresh start. Spiegel said he saw a 
;humber of newcomers to the indie 
field, including those who plan to 
| break from major firms. 

Indie disclosed that as a “second 
line of defense,” number of prods 
were considering their own distrib 
setup before the new UA regime 
took over. This was planned to he 
in the form of a separate company 
or a special unit operating through 
a major. 

_ Associated in the project, which 
Since has been abandoned, were 
“the very people who took over 
UA,” according to Spiegel. He did 
not elaborate. 

Producer indicated to VARIETY 
Monday (26) that his future prod- 
uct would be released by United 
Artists, although he has two pix 
about to go into distribution via 
Eagle Lion Classics. Indie produ- 
;cer was active behind the scenes 
in pushing the deal by which 
Arthur Krim and associates recent- 
ly took over UA control. ELC pacts 
were started prior to the UA man- 
agement switch. 


“African Queen,” to be made by 
Spiegel’s and John Huston’s Horizon 
unit, was one of the first acquisi- 
tions to be announced by Krim. 
Spiegel’s ELC pix are “When | 
Grow Up,” Bobby Driscoll-Martha 
Scott starrer, and “Hot House.” 


Speigel returned to New York 
from England over the weekend 
and headed for the Coast Jast 
night (Tues.). He held a sneak of 
“Grow Up” in the New York area 
Monday (26) night and will hold 
another in California. He'll ‘go back 
to London in about 10 days to join 
Huston there, after which Huston 
will jump off to Africa to start 
“African Queen.” It is being made 
| by Horizon in association with Brit- 
,ish producer John Woolf. 
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They met Of for one mad moment... 


and held on - 
for the funniest 
Kiss-off in Histor ry, [ 












Just, a Cowboy Movie Star 
who couldn’t ride — and : | 
couldn't shoot~~.| | 3 — 


and a Lovely Lady Lawyer 
who could write beautiful 
briefs—and could wear ‘em 
even better! 





UNIVERSAL-INTERNATIONAL presents ” 


STANLEY RIDGES ? JAMES BROWN ° wins and Screenplay by ROBERT CARSON, ROBERT LIBOTT and FRANK BURT 


Directed by RICHARD WHORF Produced by HOWARD WELSCH © A FIDELITY PICTURES PRODUCTION 
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Johnston to Be Honor 


Guest at Banquet Of 
Philly Variety Club 


Eric Johnston, Economic Stabili- 
‘zation chief, who’s on leave of ab- 
-sence as prez of the Motion Pic- 
(ture Assn. of America, will be 
‘guest of honor at the grand ban- 
/quet of the International Conven- 
of the film industry is continuing tion of Variety Clubs to be held 
without  letup. Hornblower & jin Philadelphia May 9-12. 

Weeks, prominent brokerage firm,| Individual who'll receive the an- 


No Wall St. Lag 


Romancing Pix. 
For Investments 


Wall Street’s amorous embrace 





is the newest addition to the grow- nual humanitarian award of the 
ing list of pic trade supporters in Variety Clubs International will 
financial circles. aiso be present at the affair. His 


identity will be undisclosed until 
that time. Entire event is slated to 


In citing an assortment of fac- 
tors lending attractiveness to film 
shares on the N. Y. Stock Market, 
H-W also points to the development 
of television as an advantage. This, | 
of course, further shoy s the switch 
in thinking regarding the new me- 
dium. 

TV, so far as public investors 
were concerned, loomed as the 
bane of the film business. White 
it’s still a competitive factor, Wall 
Streeters in increasing number now 
have it figured video will preve 
more of a help than a menace. 

H-W observes that CONE | Detroit 

. 7 . . Smic * * . H 
from TV may diminish as its phe- | The Variety Club Tent here ts 
nomenal growth is retarded by | - ; — ; 
armament production and as the  S¢tting aside nearly $125,000 in a 
“novelty” wears off | unique campaign to secure the re- 

onwens ‘ lease of cerebral palsy victims from 

Outfit further reasons that ex- Michigan’s insane asylums and re- 
tensive inventories of depreciated | store them to society. Earl J. Hud- 
films may find a new and profitable ‘son, head of United Detroit The- | 
market in TV. “In short, the in-;atres, chief barker of the Variety | 
dustry probably has more to gain Club and national director of the. 
than lose in television's longrange Cerebral Palsy Assn., said that a | 


' Murray supervising. 

General chairman of the con- 
vention is Victor H. Blanc. “Steer- 
ing committee” assisting him in- 
cludes Ted Schlanger, Jack Bere- 
' sin, James P. Clark, Jay Emanuel, 
‘Everett C. Callow, Harold D. | 
Cohen, Edward Emanuel, Michael 
| Felt, Louis J. Goffman, Jack H. 
Greenburg, David Supowitz and 
Bennett E. Tousley. 





Det. Tent Aids Cerebral Palsy 


} 


{ 


20th’s Qtrly. Divvy 


Quarterly dividends on_ prior 
‘preferred, convertible preferred 
and common stocks were declared 
Friday (23) by 20th-Fox board of 
directors. 

Company will pay $1.1212 a 
share on the prior preferred March 
15 to stockholders of record March 
6. Dividends of 37!2c. on the con- 


common are payable March 30 to 
stockholders of record March 6. 
Meeting at the company’s New 
York homeoffice Friday (23), Re- 
public Pictures board declared a 
25c divvy on. preferred stock. 
Melon is payable April 2 to stock- 
holders of record as of March 12, 


be televised via CBS-TV, with Ken | 





Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, FEB. 27. 
Metro purchased “Of Good and 
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DENVER 


(Continued from page 8) 


| Webber. Good $3,000. Last week, 


big $5,000. 


| Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 40-80)— 
vertible preferred and 50c. on the “payment on Demand” (RKO) and 


‘“Law of Badlands” (RKO). Nice 
$16,000. Last week, “Gambling 
House” (RKO) and “Company She 
Keeps” (RKO), $16,500. 

| Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 40-80)— 
| “Deported” (U) and “Rogue River” 
(EL). Good $11,000. Last 
“Short Grass” (Mono) and “Blue 
Blood” (Mono), $11.000. 

1, Rialto (Fox) (878; 40-80) 
“Wicked City” (EL) and “Naughty 
Arlette” (EL). Fine $4,000. Last 
week, on moveover 

| Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 40-80)—“Op- 
, eration Disaster” (U) and “Border 
| Outlaws” (EL). Poor $5,000. Last 
! week, on reissues. 

| WVogue (Pike) (600: 60-80)—‘‘So 


week, | 


' schedule . 


Evil,” a Cosmopolitan mag story! Long at Fair” (EL) (2d wk). Fair 
by George Bradshaw . . . “Anne; $2,000. Last week, big $3,000. 
of the Indies” got under way at; Webber (Fox) (750; 40-80) — 
20th-Fox with George Jessel pro- “Harvey” (U) and “Undercover 
ducing and Jacques Tourneur di-| Girl” (U) (2d wk). 
recting on a _ 42-day _ shooting; Esquire. 
. « Charles Vidor will | $7,000. 
direct “Rage of the Vulture,” co-| 
starring Alan Ladd and Corinne 


| 
cate Bal als ite MILKMAN -VAUDE 266, 
: « urne novel, ‘Adobe 
TORRID WASH. ENTRY 


Walls,” dealing with Apache wars 
Washington, Feb. 27. 


in Arizona in the 1880s ... Hal 
Washington’ Birthday holiday 


Wallis signed Al Ward, his former 

personal secretary, to a term writ- 
;hypoed midtown biz for current 
week though government 


Big $4,000. Last week, 





ing contract. 
Hugh Herbert drew 


Also Denver, | 


Grosses 





‘Mister’ Lofty $15,000, 
_ Prov.; ‘Payment’ Strong 
136, ‘Valley’ Mild 14¢ 


_ _. Providence, Feb. 27. 
/ Majestic is leading the town this 
week with “Call Me Mister.” Also 
| very strong is the Albee’s “Pay- 
ment on Demand.” “Vengeance 
Valley” is modest at the State. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65) — 
“Payment on Demand” (RKO) and 
“Law Badlands” (RKO). Solid 
$13.000. Last week, “Sugarfoot” 
(WB) and “Rhythm Inn” (Mono), 
good $10,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65) — 
i “Call Me Mister” (20th). Big $i5.- 
000. Last week, “Tomahawk” ‘U) 
,;and “Bowery Battalion” (Mono), 
‘nice $12,000. 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100: 44- 
,65)—“‘Cry Danger” (RKO) and 
'“Gene Autry and the Mounties” 
(Col). Just fair $7,000. Last week, 
“Sound of Fury” (UA) and “At- 
lantic City Honeymoon” (Rep), 
ditto. 
| State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) — 
“Vengeance Valley” ‘(M-G) and 
“Once a Thief” (UA). Modest 
($14,000 or near. An all-cartoon 
Thursday morning show at 25c per 
,head brought in $800 extra. Last 
| week, “Steel Helmet” (Lip) and 
“Cause for Alarm” (M-G), $12,000. 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44- 
| 65)—“‘Cowboy and Redhead” ‘Par) 





' 








Nichi ' ; the top em=' and “Blondie’s Vacation” (Col) 
growth,” H-W concludes. ‘group of Michigan U. doctors comedy role in Republic's “Havana | Ployees did not get weekend off. | 6 rest 
. , ‘ojec s | onei ate , ened Monday (26). Last week, 

Firm, in advice to its clients, | already is at work, on the project. | Rose,” starring Estelita Rodriguez | Milkman’ with vaude. at Loew's | A 





|“Great Missouri Raid” (Par) and 





suggests they don’t overlook pos- | 
sibilities of the “currently unpop- 
ular movie group.” Sharing the 
opinion advaneed by meny other 
Wall St. outfits, H-W points to the 
deflated prices of film issues and 
cites improved trade prospects for. 
the industry. 

Mspecially recommended were. 
26th-Fox, Paramount, United Para- 
mount, Loew's and Warners. 


Omaha. | 
| Variety Club, Tent No. 16, under | 
‘supervision of Sidney Epstein, 
| starting a blood drive Feb. 
More than 100 volunteers have 
already notified Epstein of their 
willingness to give blood. 


Meadow Gets 4 Vog Films 


Noel Meadow, formerly _part- 
nered in Vog Films, has acquired 
rights to several pictures originally 
held by the company. Pix include 
“Jenny Lamour,” “Eagle With Two 
Heads,” “White Legs” and “A Stu- 
dent in Paris.” 

Meadow picked up the imports 
following the recent dissolution of 
Vog. Meanwhile, Discina Interna- 
tional has inked a deal with Mead- 
ow whereby it will handle distribu- 
tion of “Jenny Lamour.” Pic will 
on England. be packaged with Discina’s “The 

What has the Yank firms ex- Cheat.” Agreement excludes 11 
asperated is that they have been | Western states. 


through this identical thing once 8 


before. It came up some months 
ams ~4Continued from page 5 === 














| Arg. Runaround | 


Continued from page 4 








Sreeerenteaoe 
any pix in England by U. S. com- 
panies and which are classified as 
British quota films. 

Ties In With British Battle 

The new snag ties up with the 
Argentine’s battle with Britain 
over a new beef pact. Film angle 
is part of the pressure being put 


Goldwyn-FWC : 








ao, at which time the Americans 
finally agreed to the B.A. request. ' 
Negotiations then got on to other: 
ground, in the course of which the. 
Argentinians dropped their ban on 
British product. 

Deal which was supposed to have | 
seitled the Argentine problem was 
negotiated by Eric Johnston, prez 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, and Ramon Cereijo, 
Argentinian economic chief, in 
New York last spring. When’ 
Cereijo got home, however, the, 
Argentinians dredged up a whole 
new series of demands and the pact 
never became effective. 

Agreement fairly satisfactory to 
the Americans was reached a 
month or so ago. It permits re- 
sumption of imports and _ remit- 
tance ot funds, as provided for 
the Cereijo agreement. American 
companies will now have to decide 
avain whether they'll go for the’ 
British ban—and then, if they do, 
hope the Argentinians don't come 
up with a new angle. 

There’s considerable pressure on 
the government by domestic 

producers in Argentina to keep 
stalling the Yanks. since lack of 





' 


failed to come up with actual proof, 
_it’s thought the Goldwyn leygalites 
will have no easy time. 

However, it’s known that Joseph 
Alioto, in behalf of Goldwyn. is’ 
engaged in taking depositions in= 
ithe FWC suit from industry execs 
other than those connected with 
the action. They include Leonard 
Goldenson, president of United 
Paramount Theatres, indicating the 
widening scope of the FWC contest. 

Alioto now is in N. Y. io take 
testimony from George. Skouras, 


atre Circuit, at a proceeding today 
(Wed.). Chain operator will yxive 
his deposition in the offices of his 
attorney, Milton C. Weisman. 
Interrogation of Skouras is ex- 
pected to last the balance of this 
week. Immediately following this, 
_ Alioto hopes to take a deposition 
from Spyros P. Skouras, 20th-Fox 
prexy. Latter, however, will not 
be available until March 20, ac- 
cording to the film company. 


en ; a Rone FWC action, which was filed in 

Seon = S. product is. great for’ g., Francisco federal court. al- 
a ms. This is an, important a ; ‘ae 

ir ol : i ‘tiher leges treble damages of $6.750,000. 

actor behind American distribs Defendant | ith. 

ditheulties efendants are charged with put- 


ting to use a “tremendous buying 
_ power” to purchase films on_a non- 
competitive and monopolistic basis. 
It’s further charged indie exhibs 
were influenced against competing 
for product. 





Want U. So Pix 
Buenos Aires, Feb. 27. 

Exhibitors will certainly wel- 
come new U. S. pix as grosses are 
way down and some of the old 
films currently being exhibited are | 
as flickery as those of the old, 
silent days in a hick town. 

The more recent: Argentine- 
made releases, ‘Martin Pescador” | 
‘Lumiton), “Cartas de Amor” 
‘Gran Rex) and “Volver a la Vida” 
(‘San Miguel), have not done too 
well, although “La Culpa la Tuvo. 
el Otro” ‘Sono) has been held 
over for three months and is an 
exception. 





Shutter Hartford Theatre 
Hartford, Feb. 27. 
The Star, downtown second-run 
house, was ordered closed Saturday 


(24) on orders of Police Chief 
Michael J. Godfrey. 

Shuttering was the result of the 
arrest of four persons connected 
with the operation of the house on 
charges involving indecent or im- 
jmoral exhibitions, 


Omaha Tent’s Blood Drive _; 


|" 


as president of United Artists The- | 


. Margaret Sheridan signed a 
ierm player contract divided 
equally between RKO and Win- 
chester Pictures . . . Republic re- 
newed Rex Allen for another year 


exclusive ticket as actor-direetor, 
calling for a minimum of three 
pictures at RKO . 


RKO ... Pier Angeli and Stewart 
Granger will co-star for Metro in 
“The Light 
man production to be filmed partly 


in Sicily and North Africa, with in- | $3.500 for 10 days. 


teriors to be shot on the Culver 
City lot William Dieterle, 
currently directing “Peking Ex- 
press,” is doing his 25th film with 
Hal Wallis over a period of 20 
years. 

Metro acquired film 
“The Enemy,’ suspense varn by 
Charlotte Armstrong ... Gordon 
Hollingshead will produce “I Am 
a Movie Studio,” industry public 
relations short at Warners . 
Anthony Landi resigned as Lou 
Schor’s associate producer on 
“Here Comes Tomorrow,” to be 
filmed for 20th-Fox release . . 


rights to 


“Casa Manana,” which Jean Yar- 
brough will direct ... Ted Sherde- 
man obtained release from his Co- 
lumbia writing pact and checked 
into 20th-Fox . Columbia will 


wind up its entire short subjects 


program for 1950-51 with a comedy 
Starring Vera Vague. 

Metro purchased “‘The Big Job,” 
an original by Millard Lampell.. . 
Wo 
eating at a lunchwagon since the 
city condemned the new commis- 


sary, which was built without a 


_permit 











Kramer Unlikely 


Continued from page 5 











snare Kramer, and the producer 
would do doubt have appreciated 
the greater autonomy he'd have 
had as a true indie at UA, it’s fig- 
ured that pressure from his new 
-pard, Sam Katz, was one ‘of the 
decisive factors in swinging to Col. 


mer setup by giving the producer 
and his partners a capital gains via 
purchase of residual rights in their 
past films, might be called upon for 
financing under the UA deal. This 
‘would not be required at Col. Katz 
‘is also a close friend of Harry 
‘Cohn, Col prez. 
| Zagon will leave New York for 
the Coast tonight (Wed.) after 10 
‘days here working with Edward 
Colton, screen rights negotiator for 
the Dramatists Guild. Contracts 
for the three plays Kramer is buy- 
‘ing have been drawn up and are 
awaiting execution, which he ex- 
> within a few days, attorney 
said. 

Properties are “Death of a Sales- 
man,” for which the price is re- 


ported to be approximately $150.- | 


000 plus percentage; “Member of 
the Wedding,” which would be 
'$100.000 and percentage; and “The 
Happy Time,” $125,000 plus per- 
centage, 


‘at the Warner, shapes unusually *”’ 
| solid, despite its grim theme. Also | 


. Vincent Price signed a non-| 


. - Bill Raynor | 
will script “Tonight We Sing” at | 


Touch,” Pandro Ber-| 


: Wk). 


Katz, who bought into the Kra-. 


Capitol, tops 
share of biz. 


town with lion’s 
“Storm Warning” 


in the champ class is “Payment on 
Demand” at RKO Keith’s. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-90) 


“Mikman” (U) plus vaude. Hot 
$26,000. Last week, “Vengeance 
Valley” (M-G) (2d wk), fine 
| $16,000. 

Dupont (Lopert) (375; 50-85) — 
“Manon” (Indie) (2d wk’). Okay 


Moves to make 
room for ,benefit preem of “Of 
Men and Music” (Indie). 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,939: 44-80) —, 


“Payment on Demand” ‘RKO). 
Brisk $16,000. Last week, “Target 
Unknown” (U), $9.500. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1.163: 
44-74).—"‘Born Yesterday” (Col) 
(m.o.). Solid $6.000 for 
consecutive midtown week. 
week, “Yank in Korea” 
$5.000. 

Palace (Loew's) (2.370; 44-74)— 
“Kim” (M-G) (2d. wki. Robust 
$18,000 after amazing $27,000 la™ 


Playhouse (Lopert) (485; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Cyrano” (UA) ‘6th-final 
Boomed to big $6,500 in final 
stanza after so-so $4,000 last week. 

Warner (WB) (2,174: 44-74) — 
“Storm Warning” (WB). Fine 
$16.000. with cheers from drama 


Last 
(Col), 


-. week. Holds again. 
Monogram signed the Rio Bros. for | babe . 


desks helping. Last week. “Born 
Yesterday” ‘Col) (3d wk), sock 
$13,000. 





rkers on the Eagle Lion lot are | 


‘Bonzo’ Okay $7,000 In 
Pitt; ‘Company’ Trim 86 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 
Lent is pushing down hard on 
the Golden Triangle this week, and 
nothing has any special push. “Ven- 
geance Valley” at the Penn, is get- 


ting biggest coin, but only mild. | 


“Bedtime for Bonzo” at Fulton is 
only okay. “Milkman” is just so- 
so at Harris. Doing as well as 
anything is ‘Company She Keeps” 
at Warner. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— 
“Bedtime for Bonzo” (U). Got 
away big on strength of personals 


by Bonzo, Diana Lynn and Jesse’ 


White. But fell way off with bare- 
ly okay $7,000 on stanza. Last 


week, “Mystery Submarine” (U), 
. $5,000. | 
Harris ‘Harris) +2.200; 50-85)—_ 


“Milkman” (U). Those who wan- 
der in seem to like Durante-O’Con- 
nor comedy but there aren’t 
enough of them. 
_mild. Last week, “Tomahawk” ‘U), 
brisk $13,000. 

Penn (‘Loew’'s) (3.300: 50-85)— 
“Vengeance Valley” (M-G). 
for this one but biz is just mild at 


$13,000. Last week, “September 
Affair’ (Par), $13,500. 

Stanley ‘WB) (3.800: 50-85)— 
“Sugarfoot” (WB). Dismal $9,000. 
Last week, “Vendetta” (RKO), 
$10,000. 

Warner. (WB) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Company She Keeps’ (RKO). 


Proving something of a surprise at 
$8,000, plenty okay. Last week, 
“Joan of Arc” (RKO), at pop prices, 
1 $7,000. 


fourth | 


May hit $7,000, | 


i“My True Story” (Col), very weak 
a 





‘Enforcer’ Big $10,000, 
| Port.; ‘Mister’ $15,000 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 27. 
| First-runs have some strong 
' preduct again this week and it will 
bring plenty of coin to most spots. 
“Call Me Mister” at Paramount 
and Oriental shapes fine while 
|The Enforcer” at Broadway looms 
big. “Born Yesterday” is tancy for 
holdover at Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 

| Broadway (Parker) (1.890; 50-90) 
—‘‘The Enforcer’ (WB) and “Hit 
Parade 1951” (Rep). Big $10.000 or 


| 


‘over. Last week, “Watch Birdie” 
‘(M-G) and “Surrender” (Rep), 
$9.600. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-90)— 
“Great Manhunt” (Col) and “Killer 
That Stalekd N. Y.” (Col). So-so 
$5,000. Last week, ‘‘Halls Monte- 
zuma” (20th) and “Hunt Man 


Down” (RKO) (m.o.), $5,800. 
Oriental (Evergreen) (2.000; 50- 
90)—“‘Call Me Mister” (20th) and 
“Revenue Agent” (Col), day-date 
with Paramount. Big $6,000. Last 
_week, “Born Yesterday” (Col) and 
“Stage Tucson” (Col), $7,700. 
Orpheum (Evergreen) (1.750; 50- 
90'\—“Born Yesterday” (Col) and 
“Stage Tucson” (Col) (2d wk). Fancy 
'$9.500. Last week, also Oriental, 


$10.800. 
| Paramount (Evergreen) (3.400: 
| 50-90\—“‘Call Me Mister” (20th) 


‘and “Revenue Agent” (Col), also 
| Oriental. Fine $9,000. Last week, 
“Emergency Wedding” (Col) and 


“Midnight and Dawn” (Col), $5.000. 

United Artists (Parker) (890; 50- 
90)\—“‘Kim” (M-G) (3d wk). Solid 
$5.500. Last week, $7,500. 





MINNEAPOLIS 


(Continued from page 8) 


Satisfactory $8,000 after 
$13.000 initial week. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2.800: 35- 

70) “Payment on Demand 
(RKO). Contributing to this one !s 
the Bette Davis’ pull. Fancy $12.- 
000 or near. Last week. “The En- 
forcer” (WB), good $9.000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 35-70'— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) (6th wk). 
. Business has held up remarkably 
for this. Smash $6,400. Last week, 
$6.500. 

State (Par) (2,300: 50-70)—‘Sec- 
ond Woman” (UA). Healthy $7.000. 
_Last week, “Climb Highest Moun- 
tain” (20th), $7,500. : 
| World (Mann) (400; 50-85) — 
“Blue Angel” (Indie) ‘reissue’. 
Lean $2,000. Last week, “Bitter 
Rice” (Indie) (4th wk), $2,400. 


virile 


| 





Crix | 


FULLER SETS INDIE 


Sacramento, Feb. 27. 
Incorporation papers were filed 
here by Samuel Fuller Productions, 
‘designated as an independent film- 
making company, with Samuel and 
Marta Fuller and Harold D. Berko- 


witz named as directors. 
Fuller recently functioned 4s 
producer-director of ‘Steel Hel- 


met” and is currently writing 4” 
i Army script for Warners. 
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Clips From Film Row 


house, and the Richmond, a St. 

NEW YORK Louis Amus. Co. nabe, both in 
Seymour Miller, salesman for | Richmond Heights, St. Louis coun- 
exchange, upped to_ branch man-/ there when Circuit Judge Fred E. 
ager; replaces Lou Michelson, re-| Mueller invalidated an ordinance 
signed. ‘ that imposed a 5% tax on gross 
William B. Levy, worldwide receipts of theatres in the town. 
sales chief for Walt Disney Pro- Jp issuing an injunction to restrain 
ductions, planed to the Coast over further collections of the tax, 
the weekend, for confabs with Roy Judge Mueller opined that the city | 


O. Disney and other studio toppers | hag no power to impose a revenue 
on the upcoming “Alice in Wonder- | tay 


land.” ; we 
James R. Grainger, Republic’s | 
sales chief, returned to the home- | 





+++ 





INDIANAPOLIS 


ruled it illegal under anti-lottery 
law for Sioux Falls theatre to set 
up bingo game in lobby as added 
attraction. 

Oxboro, new 
seater, first non-deluxe nabe or 
suburban theatre, to demand 28- 
day clearance, earliest availability. 
It has 56 days now. 

Complying with the Paramount 
consent decree, Minnesota Amuse. 
Cd. on the one hand and L. G. 
Roesner and Al W. Smith on the 
other divided their jointly owned 
theatre properties at Rochester and 
Winona, Minn, 

Now in sixth week here, “Born 
Yesterday”. is garnering record 
amount of added playing time for 
Columbia over entire territory. 

Arty policy off to good start at 
Edina, first Twin City suburban 
house to try it, with “Kind Hearts” 


| 
suburban 300- 
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Banner Indie Year 


Continued from page 7 


list itself is longer, the chances of | ductions, 
more independent pictures actual- | “Sound of Fury” and “Queen for 
ly going before the cameras seems a Day,” will begin its third film 
stronger than in recent years. | = a manne The 
Chaplin Comes Back ; newer Koss-stillman Productions 
There is, of course, great inter- | Still is shooting “The Lady Says 
est in the fact that Charles Chaplin | No” and preparing others to fol- 


which has completed 





‘is returning to production. There low. 

| have been some minor setbacks} Number of independent films 
'and, as usual, hair-splitting prepa-| seriously slated already tops 50 
‘ration. But it seems pretty obvious| and more are expected in the 
now that Chaplin’s “Limelight” | spring when the blossoming green- 
‘will not only go before the cameras, | ness of easier financing is ex- 
but be completed before the end of | pected to become apparent. If 
‘the year. The film will bring' they all come to bud, 1951 may go 


| Chaplin back to the screen for the | down in film history as the year 


office Monday (26) after a two-week 
trip which took him to Washing- 
ton, Atlanta, Tampa and New Or- 
leans. f 
Albert’ Margolies, veteran indus- 
try publicist who switched to tele- 


Alliance Circuit took over buy- 
ing and booking for Fourth Avenue 
Amus. Co. houses in Terre Haute. 
Alliance now services five down- 
town theatres there. 7 

V. J. McKelski, formerly assist- | 





| first time in almost five years—j|of the independent renaissance. 
| and will introduce his son Sydney | And at the very worst, it will be 


| in a featured role. | known as the year of the most op- 
PITTSBURGH | Majority of the pictures being ! timistic announcements. 
Henry Miller and the Harris readied are all of the same high 


being held over. 




















vision production, is back in N. Y. 
with three half-hour TV films he 
made in England. He has yet to 


make any deals. 
Se 'to the Circle spot. | 
CHICAGO Howard raping toe manage 
sana? Loew's, putting on heavy bally for 
Majors’ appeal in $1,250,000 “" ally 
Towne theatre anti-trust case will “Three Guys Named = 4 
be heard in Circuit Court of Ap- herald switchback from Saturday | 
eals, April 10 to Thursday openings. 
° Sioux Indians, accompanying New Warren at Williamsport set | 
“Tomahawk” (U), appeared at five , 9 open March 1 under manage- 
B&K nabe houses last week. nee = C. rota — was 
a ith built by popular subscription. 
Pg og ne Se Irving Dreeben, former Eagle- 
Eddie Solomon, former 20th- Lion salesman here, quit to join 
Fox flack here, and more recently Lippert’s Indianapolis staff. Meri 
on the Coast, stopped over here Whallon appointed Lippert office 
last week enroute to New York. Manager and booker. | 
He takes over as assistant to Rod- ' Exhibitors in this exchange area 
ney Buch, 20th-Fox exploitation have set a goal of $50,000 to be 


ant manager at the Circle, named 
manager of the Indiana here, suc- 
ceeding Milton Kaiser, resigned. 
Dallas Schuder moves from Lyric 


chief raised this year for the Will Rog- 
: ee , ers oo Hospital, Saranac 

| Lake, N. Territory to be cov- 

ST. LOUIS ered takes in both Indiana and 

The Alamo. Stewardson, Ill... Kentucky. Campaign gets under- | 


purchased by H. Bell from Gerald , Way in April 


Williams. The house had been a 
DALLAS 


operated by Lewis M. Tatum since | 
Lou Dufour named new publi- 


last July. 
Norwin Garden will continue to! 
run the Family ozoner, Dexter,|cist for RKO in this area taking | 
Mo., for the estate of the late over the post formerly he!d by 
owner, State Senator Yewell Law- Ed Terhune. 
rence, Bloomfield, Mo. killed in an Billy Fox Johnson purchased the | 
auto accident last January. R. W. Renyck interest in the Ray- | 
The Madison, Madison, MIIll., Drive-In at Marshall. Johnson is 
shuttered during facelifting, has one of original associates in this 
been relighted by Mrs. Regina ozoner. 
Steinberg. C. A. Brean named manager of 
Leon Jarodsky, owner of Lincoln the South San theatre at San An- 
and Paris, Papris, Ill., returned to. tonilo. 
his home after suffering a broken Lew Waide is new Republic film ; 
Jeg on an icy sidewalk. salesman at San Antonio, replacing 
William T. Towell, Springfield, C. W. Atkinson. 
Mass., here to become district man-| Alfred Delcambre joins Nation- | 
ater for the Midwest Drive-in; al Screen Service as a sales rep 
Theatres, controlled by Phillip | here, according to Paul Short, di- 
Smith, Boston, Mass. Seven ozon- visional manager. He was once a 
ers and three other houses are in Republic producer and had the 
the district. lead in “Arctic Fury,’ RKO re- 
The Esquire, a Levin-Schuchardt lease. Besides being Paramount | 
on .and United Artists sales rep, he, 
| established the southwestern dis-. 
trict office here for David O. Selz- 
nick. 
M. A. Genaro of Genaro Invest- 
ment Co., here, announced the 
purchase by his company of the 



















Dallas theatre, from Telenews 
only one Theatres, which built the house in 
Lord Carleton 1940. House will continue under 


the operation of Telenews, which 
‘has leased the building and equip- 
ment. 


LOS ANGELES 


| Francis A. Bateman, new west- 
_ern division sales manager for Re- 
| public, left on a 10-day tour of 
| company exchanges in San Fran- 
cisco, Portland and Seattle. 

Astor Pictures is reissuing “The 


\ The entire blockfront 
\ ef ocean-privacy 
\ 40th to 41st Sts. 
\ COMPLETELY 
i} AIR-CONDITIONED 
1 Reservations, 
i Walter Jacobs 


Amus. Co. have parted after more 
than 16 years. Miller was last at 
the Liberty, which is now managed 


! by Sam DeFazio in the shift which | 


pulled DeFazio out of the down- 
town J. P. Harris and sent Bill 
Zeilor back to house he originally 
opened. 


boxoffice potential. Staniey |} 
Kramer, for example, has such 
| legit hits as ‘“‘Death of a Salesman,” | 
“The Happy Time” and “Member | 


| 
é | 
Cyrano’ Dates | 
| of the Wedding” on his schedule | 


== Continued from page 5 ="! 
| 


| along with a film version of the; the end of the 18th week of 
| best selling “My Six Convicts.” | “Cyrano’s” run would sit down and 
|Samuel Goldwyn will launch “I) discuss how much longer the film 


Harry E. Finley, Johnstown the-| want You,” “Hans Christian An- 
atre manager for years, resigned | gersen” and the “Walter Mitty” 


as head of the convention and visi- | sequel. The Skirball-Manning unit 
tors bureau there to go with an has finally activated plans for 


‘MAUTERCE COMPANY. \“Appointment in Samara” with 
Ernest and Kalman Erdeky, for- here Davis. 


mer New Wilmington exhibs who : 
have been in realty development | BP a 2 yay I 
for some time, returned to exhibi- 


productions 


remake of “The Blue Veil,” both 

scheduled by the Jerry Wald-Nor- 

man Krasna unit which has a total 

DES MOINES |of 12 films ready to go before the 
Central States Theatre Corp. | cameras this year. 

ere is changing district super-| Hal Wallis is gunning “The 

vision of houses. 


Youngstown, O 


“Son and Stranger.” The 


pate A | Young) unit is preparing ‘Day 
Rudolph Elman, owner of Amuz | hare 2 — y= Bs nd 
U theatre in East Des Moines, and|_* — we ew 
his fireman, were fined $50 each | With a film based on the harrowing 
in municipal court for violation of \¢XPerience of two Californians 
the city smoke ordinance. Elman | Kidnapped by badman Billy Cook. 
is installing a stoker to regulate| Ken McEldowney has ambitious 
the smoke. | plans for “The Life of Gandhi”. to 
_|be made this year, a project that 
ranks with Goldwyn’s “Andersen” 
|as the most ambitious independent 
| biopic on the slate. 
| Frank Seltzer also is readying a 
—— ‘film in the biographical vein, “The 
young—were so carried away by | Kansas City Story,” based on the 
the realism of the images on the career of Tom Pendergast. 
large screen that they eventually | 1 
acted as though the contest were pect to make their own independ- 
being played in the’ theatre. ents in the coming months are Dick 
Admonitions were shouted at in- Powell, who’s' preparing “The 
dividual Siena cagesters; occas-, Cowboy,” and Cornel Wilde. Paul 
ionally at Siena Coach Dan Cunha, | Henreid, having obtained Produc- 
the referees and Georgetown tion Code approval of the title, 
players. Applause rocked the ‘For Men Only,” probably will go 
spacious house in what Saul J.|into production in the summer 
Ullman, upstate Fabian general | after he finishes an upcoming legit 
manager, and Alex Sayles, veteran! stint in a revival of “The Merry 
manager, said was the finest night Widow.” 
it had ever experienced. | Rogell’s “No World” 
Blurring of player images, par-| Growing ranks of scientifiction 
ticularly when the men were run- pictures will be augmented by Al 
_ning, comprised the biggest draw-, Rogell’s “No World Beyond,” and 
_back. However, this cleared con-! Robert Lippert will offer “Lost 
siderably during the second half.| Continent.” Fred Brisson and 
Some streaking also was notice-| Norman Foster have signed Dennis 
_able. Two cameras followed the O'Keefe for “Flash in the Sky.” 
ball so closely that every play, Bob Roberts Productions has a 
could be sharply seen. Smart ‘rodeo film, “Bucking Strings,” 
, Maneuvers and sloppy ones were | lined up to go after its next John 
|unerringly spotlighted... Viewers | Garfield starrer, “Mr. Brooklyn.” 











Big-Screen Video 


Continued from’ page 6 





had a better all-over picture of| Bernhard-Justman unit has pur- | 


|the game than they would prob-| chased film rights to David Lord’s 


M. E. McClain, | Stooge,” another Dean Martin & | 
of the Fremont, Fremont, Neb.,| Jerry Lewis starrer and follows it | 
_will_be district manager for the |immediately with “Peking Express” | 
_Ft. Dodge theatres that were un-! and 


|der management of the late Jesse Filmakers (Ida Lupino and Collier 
| Day. Headquarters stay in Fre-| y 


Among the film names who ex- 


would stay. 

Schaefer maintains Lopert's ac- 
tion has been unilateral and is 
jeopardizing income of “Cyrano” 
not only in New York, but nation- 


| wide, by making it appear that 


P \it is not doing sufficient biz to 
independent | continue its run. Schaefer main- 


tion, acquiring the Home theatre, Toster are “The USO Story” and a/| 


tains the Jose Ferrer-starrer is 
still doing close to $10,000 a week 
and that at $8,000 the theatre 
would show several’ thousand 
,dollars profit. Pulling the pic, 
' therefore, is unreasonable, he says. 
He’s been in confabs with Robert 
W. Dowling, prez of City Investing 
and partner in the Lopert outfit. 
| Roadshow plan of release for 
“Cyrano” was adopted partly as 
|an answer to UA’s upset financial 
‘and distribution situation when 
| the pic was completed. In ordinary 
'release, UA collects theatre ren- 
| tals and then parcels them out to 
| producers. Under roadshow dis- 
| tribution, the producer gets the 
|coin from theatres.and gives UA 
| its commission. Kramer feared 
| that UA might go into bankruptcy 
| and he'd be unable to get his coin 
| temporarily in UA’s possession. 
With the new well-financed regime 
at UA all such_fears are at an 
end, making regular distribution 
now feasible. 


Schaefer heads for the Coast this 
| weekend for about 10 days of con- 


‘fabs with Kramer on future plans 
for ‘“‘Cyrano.” 


Gould Back to N.Y. 


| Walter Gould, film import-export 
agent, and former general man- 
‘ager of foreign distribution for 
' United Artists, will be back in 
N. Y. next week following a tour 
'of South America. 
He's been setting releasing deals 
in S. A. for U. S. and European 
, producers. 
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Great John L.,” filmed in 1945 by ably enjoy at the State Armory | 





| Bing Crosby Productions for U. S. 
| release. 

| Paramount is reissuing two pic- 
tures for summer runs, the first 
;in more than a year. They are 
|“Star Spangled Banner,” made in 
1942, and “Miracle of Morgan’s 
' Creek,” lensed in 1943. 


= ___ MINNEAPOLIS 
8 _ Charles  Vondra, Mahnomen, 
Direct from La Guardia ard Newark 4 Minn., exhib, appointed to munici- 
pal court bench. 

W. R. Frank, circuit owner and 
film producer, to HollyWood to con- 
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¢ | pleted “Cry Danger,” starring Dick 
menager, vacationing in Florida. 
Reiurn 
cia Ae. TH ; AMERIC Ne best of “A” product, gets Univer- 
( ¢ ‘NOR ,;Sal’s “Kansas Raiders” to follow 
a: AS ive 
3 drive-in theatre in San Antonio. 
BRyant 9-6492 


fer with Sam Wiesenthal regarding 
next picture. Pair recently com- 
4 _ Powell. . 
~ | Bill Sussman, Paramount sales 
E Bennie Berger’s loop first-run 
Gopher, bidding competitively for 
e AIRLINES meee |Current “At War With the Army.” 
E pea Joe Wolf back after visiting his 
Free Ticket Del’y, irr lights. plus tax Just back from extended South 
103 Sth Ave, (Eat, 42nd St.) Seite 100 American pleasure jaunt, Bennie 








Ave Berger, North Central Allied presi- 
yd iL Ly 4.0607 p dent, goes to Florida for another 

aun @. fae | ton Os, Eee month of vacationing following ai- 
Clark Street | (FerdhamRd) Rm 224 


“@ board meeting in Washin=.c : 
“TRAVEL “AGENTS RECOGNIZED Mase memsntna pti 


here. Closeups around the baskets, 
including the shooting, blocking, 
screening and retrieving, proved 
eye-openers. A good thought was 
the use—reportedly at announcer 
;Ray_ Michaels’ suggestion—of 
| third camera to focus on the 
Siena bench. It caught the pep- 
| pery, gesticulating Cunha with 
amazing fidelity, and caused the- 
atre patrons to howl. This was an 


_Greshler and Fred Finklehoffe, as- 
| sociated in “At War With the 
| Army,” split to provide two more 
‘independent offerings. Greshler 


4| will do “Goodbye to Katie” and 


| Finklehoffe is “Pork 


Chop.” 
| Among the smaller indies, Hugo 


Haas has announced “The Man 


readying 


prize-winning novel “The Ravager” | 
for early lensing, and Abner J. | 


extra comedy show—one that few sige all as his third production 
_Persons would be able to see in as Pr an a yee Mg oan 
‘an arena. : ’ Of ” 
Michaels, WNBW sportscaster,|iN& another original for the 
‘started rather slowly, but picked |C@meras following his __initialer, 
|up steadily as the game progressed F Eve th 
and his spotting of Siena hoopmen mm od = — . the —_ 
improved. Michaels warmed and | ae p Troan he a : "at 
,intimatized during the second half, | 4Fvin& A as set a series 0 
talking easily in the direction of Six, starring folktuner Terry Gilky- 
the theatre scanners. His play-by- Son, who wrote “Cry of the Wild 
playing wae ei, sound and | cto tl -y <a ; ey will 
,not too obtrusive; voice was ex-, turn ast’ SIX, seq on a 
cellent. Michaels may have been | new character, before the year’s 
'a shade too partisan, but that’s: end. ‘ 
‘in the tradition of virtually all! Various other prods have closed 
local sportscasting. |reJeasing pacts with UA or Eagle 
| He also handled half-time inter-| Lion Classics within the last’ two 





views, including those with Father | weeks, further showing the uptrend — 


| Benedict Dudley, guardian of the ,in indie lensing. 
friary at Siena, and with Gene Still other independents will re- 


Siona remes, uncer sponsor:i> of | actual productions have not been 


| South ,Dakata attorney general , Albany Savings Bank),-,; Jaco.'. | announced, Rebert Stillman. Pro- | 






















DICK POWELL “Ream 
RHONDA FLEMING (eS He 


Midnight Feetvre® 
Nightly 


DARAMOUNT 


—_—— 


RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL————; 
Rockefeller Center 


Bette Davis 
Barry Sullivan 


2 in “Payment on Deman¢ 











1’ 


_tendance at national Allied States Fitzpatrick, of WXKW (which airs'sume overations shortly ahough | *- Distributed by RKO Radio Pictures 


« Plus Spectacular Stage Presentation 














wa 








i} 








omnmnsemeammnciesnniiiie eS. 


a 





Wednesday, February 28, 1951 


VARIETY 


RADIO 23 








RADIO'S BEST 





~ NBCs ‘Sight & Sound’ Formula 


NBC last week started experimenting with a new sales and pro- 
gramming technique designed to shave costs and to permit for a 
double-barrelled presentation to agencies and sponsors. Idea is 
unique in that it will permit the same program to be seen on TV 
and heard on radio at one and the same time, yet without resort- 
ing to simulcast treatment. (NBC, for one, says it’s through with 
trying to bring back simulcasts, and is convinced that it’s not 
only impractical but makes for poor programming.) 

The new NBC “it’s-done-with-mirrors” AM-TV projection has 
been initially tried out in the case of the web’s “The Clock” video 
presentation. At TV rehearsal time, the sound is taped. Upon 
conclusion of rehearsal, the cast is retained. They go over the 
entire script, edit the taping and adapt the whole thing for a 
strictly radio-slanted performance. On the night of the show, this 
revised taped version goes on in the same time slot as a com- 
panion piece to the TV show. 

Obviously, the TV client gets first crack at the AM version. 
Practice will be carried out on all shows where practical. 


FCC Insists Richards Be Judged 
On Then’ as Well as ‘Now Record 











Washington, Feb. 27. + 

G. A. Richards’ effort to side-| 
step the record of the news-slant- | 
ing hearings and have the FCC | 
decide the case on the basis of his | 
‘Ogre i ince the investiga-| : birt 
ca a ae deena began nl yesterday (Tues.) with -an intimate 
turned down last week by the, Party in a private suite at the 


Commission. The agency made it 


RCA board chairman David Sar- 


with the procedure . 
Which requires that an examiner's | Of RCA and NBC. 
devision as to whether licenses of|,, Sarnoff, currently chairmaning 


| noff was feted on his 60th birthday | 


' Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. Affair was | d 
plain that it. will not interfere | hosted by RCA prexy Frank M.| yen the 


BUYS GO BEGGING 





TV-HAPPY BOYS 
CHUB AM OFFERS 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Some of the biggest and best! 
bargain basement buys in radio! 
history are being dangled by the 
networks before agencies § and/ . 6 ? 
en But nobody wants them. | Carnation Drops P arty 

e radio programming ntarket is/ CBs lost another radio client 
going begging. Not even-the rat-| this week, when Carnation Milk de- 
ings appear to matter these days, | cided to exit its “Carnation Family 
when the average sponsor has be-! party” after the March 24 broad- 
come so TV-happy that you can’t gact Show 
— give him a radio show for from 10 to 10:30 a.m 
ree. “ 








is aired Saturdays | 


No agency or client rep is willing | 
to talk radio (or at least network | 


Sponsor retains its “Carnation 
Hour” in’ the Sunday night 10 to | 


Clients With Top-Rated AM Stars 
Would Prefer They'd Stick to Radio, 
Rather Than Risking a TV Flop 


+ Far from the happiest clients to- 


day are those who are forking out 
| those $30,000-$40,000 weekly radio 
| budgets for stars who have long 
|dominated the rating sweepstakes 
| but who, while still riding the AM 
| crest, are showing up as something 
‘less than spectacular in the TV 
programming’ competition. Par- 
ticularly unhappy are those clients 


| whose top-bracketed radio stars are 


flying the slightly-tainted TV colors 


radio) these days. Despite all the! a slot and is adding more CBS 
talk in recent months as to the con- | affiliates for that show. 
stantly increasing size of radio’s | 


| audience; of the spiraling AM set | 


| Sales and repeatedly kicked-around ¢ F d L 
| figures to argue that radio is still | en. 00 S ops 
; the best buy in the whole wide | 


| sphere of advertising media, one 








Fete Sarnoff on 60th Anni nnestandsut,cveea eke te! fF Lucille Ball, 


'come back on a sustaining basis. 
| Shows that would have been 
| grabbed up at a minute’s notice, at 
| considerable more coin, when radio 
wasn’t facing the TV competition, 
on’t stand a chance these days. 
fabulous NBC “Big 


MBS’ ‘Juve Jury’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
After two years of bankrolling, 





it adopted, Folsom and attended by top brass | Show,” concededly one of the all-| Jello (Gen. Foods) shakes “My Fa, 


time high fiestas to grace the kilo-| vorite Husband” late next month. 
cycles, is going begging for spon-| Reason given is already heavy 


issued and that the Commission |¢an Red Cross, recently returned | geal basis that would have cued a| which is presently bankrolling Bert 


pass on this decision. The ex- from a nationwide tour in behalf of 


aminer, James D, Cunningham, is | the campaign. 
expected to hand down his ruling |, 


in a few months, | 9 
Through his counsel, Hugh Ful- | i { 
ton, Richards petitioned the Com- | oesi all 
To Be Half-Safe 





mission to (1) reconsider its hear-} 
ing action and renew his licenses | 
promptly or (2) decide the case} 
on the sole issue of whether the | 
performance of the stations since | 
they were put on temporary license | 
entitles them to regular renewal. ; 
Fulton also asked for oral argu- | 


| waiting list a few years back. With | Parks on video and “Abrich Fam- 
only 30 minutes of the show sold ily’ on AM-TV. ‘ 


sors on a time-and-talent package | budgetary allocation on product, | 


|of another bankroller. 

Case in point, for example, is 
Bob Hope, who still rates in radio 
among Chesterfield’s super sales- 
men, along with Bing Crosby and 
Arthur Godfrey. Fact that his in- 
and-out series of Frigidaire-spon- 
sored video productions haven't 
exactly set the TV lanes afire is 
said to have cued some anxious 
|moments within the Chesterfield 
|fraternity, for it’s felt that the 
overall acceptance of Hope as a 
itele personality hasn’t been com- 
|mensurate with his stature as an 
| AM figure. 
| The ciggie boys have a big in- 
| vestment in Hope, and they would- 





i n’t like to see his kilocycle prestige 
‘diminishing because of his “also 
ran” status as a TV headliner. If 
Chesterfield had its way, goes the 
report, Hope would stick to radio 
|— at least for the present — while 
| he’s still the favorite of millions. 


(and only because it’s been inte- | 


Half-hour Lucille Ball starrer' Some say Lucky Strike wouldn't 


On Arrid, Sterling 


grated into the so-called “Opera-' had racked up a late Neilsen rat- exactly be averse to Jack Benny 
tion Tandem ’), NBC meanwhile is ing of 9.3 against weekly cost of | soloing it on AM, too, and forget- 
|forking out thousands weckly to | $7,000. CBS package will con-| ting about TV, particularly since 
= the frolic, in the hopes that | tinue as sustainer in hope of snar- | he’s still enjoying that No. 1 Niel- 
some day some enterprising client | ing another sponsor. Show also is sen spot as the nation’s top audi- 
| will see the light. | being prepped for teevee. |ence puller. He’s down for four 
| What’s Your Offer? | --——- | sporadic TV entries for Luckies 


In an effort to get off the sus- | 5 Years With ‘Juve’ | this season, having already done 
‘taining hook and invite clients to. _ After five years of sponsorship | two, and the returns from the in- 
help amortize the program costs, | General Foods is cancelling out on itial brace haven't exactly inspired 
the webs, in essence, are saying: Jack Barry-Dan Enright Produc- | handsprings Benny 
But  no-| tions’ “Juvenile Jury,” aired over | followers. 





among the 


|*‘Make me an offer?” 


ment on his request. | 


In denying the request, the Com- 


Now that it’s “option time,” with | body’s listening. With NBC sad-| Mutual on Sunday eve. Although 


mission said, the arguments ad- the attendant apprehensions as to dled to the tune of $18,000 a week Benton & Bowles agency has been 


vanced by Richards “have not | 
persuaded us that we exceeded our | 





client renewals, CBS has splurged | with the Phil Harris-Alice Faye 
to the tune of about $40,000 in the | sustainer, the web, it’s understood, 
refurbishing of its Saturday night | would willingly accept $6,000, since 
simulcast version of “Sing It) even 6G would permit a partial 
Again.” Giveaway has enjoyed | amortization of the costly prop- 


Satisfied with the show's low cost- 
| per-thousand, Gaines Dog Food 
division of GF is curtailing its net- 
_ work AM and TV budget and will 
‘ put what’s left into newspapers and 


Crosby, still riding wide and 
handsome on the radio Nielsens, 
has remained aloof from TV thus 
far. His bankrollers, Chesterfield, 
from all accounts, would just as 
'soon, see him “sit it out” for a 
‘while longer, rather than risk 


some plush billings ever since CBS 


(Continued on page 40) 
with the idea, but fact that it’s 
stacked up against such tough com- 


9 ¢ 8 9 
NBC's ‘Blue Skies 
. * | petition as the closing half-hour of 
Sets Up Itinerary S220 stir sow 


left its imprint on “Sing It” rat- 

NBC's “AM Blue Skies Special,” | ings. 
with its exec-studded cargo of NBC! The 40G additional outlay went 
officials bearing to the network's | partially into buying up Dan Sey- 
scattered affiliates the “radio story | Mour’s contract as emcee (Jan Mur- 
of 1951,” will hop from Los An- | Tray took over the spot last Satur- 
geles to Houston, Atlanta, Phila- | day), with auxiliary accoutrements 





head Bill Paley originally came up | 


| jeopardizing his stature as one of 


| erty. | spot and regional radio. ‘the all time AM greats. 


Such shows on NBC as “Nero! _ “Jury” will bow off at the end of ' 
Wolf,” “Sam Spade,” Hedda Hop-— its cycle in March, B&B meanwhile | 


. 


per, “Magnificent Montague,” “Duf- has the stanza under option through | 


‘fy’s Tavern,” Screen Directors next week and has another client M t B k 
‘Guild, practically all ‘of them interested in a televersion, kine- | ar ar e ac 9 
scope of which was recently ; RB if 


‘bragging enviable ratings which 
lensed. | 
Just when a lot of people around 





'would make -the costs § almost 
| Meanwhile, General Foods is re- | 


‘negligible, haven’t got a chance | eral 
‘today. NBC couldn't even give Ported near the inking stage for | 
. DuMont’s “Captain Video,” half- ' 


/most of them away. Ditto on CBS, a 
‘where the now-proven audience hour show aired cross-the-board. | 


puller, “Hear It Now,” is going GF reprotedly wants to take over NBC were beginning to ask “What- 


begging for client support. In the the entire series. 








delphia and then to Chicago. 

That's the itinerary mapped, 
Starting with the L. A. convergence 
March 8, by the three-way radio 
team exee veepee Charles R. Den- 
ny, as head of AM for the network; 
Carleton D. Smith, as veepee in 
charge of station relations, and 
Norman Cash, as director of radio 
In station relations. 

The story they'll “roadshow” to 
the web's affiliates is the one that 
Won the unanimous approval of the 
Station Planning Advisory Commit- | 
tce last week in New York—de-_ 
signed to perpetuate radio's sound- 
Ness as the best of all advertising 
media, based on exhaustive NBC 
research, 

Houston gets the presentation 
March 13; Atlanta, March 15, Phil- 
adelphia, March 21 and Chicago, 
March 23. 





Gen. Mills Names Crites 
As Radio-TV Director 


; Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 

General Mills here has appointed | 
Lowry H. Crites director of its) 
radio and television programming. 


He'll also continue as adyertising | 


comptroller and director of media. 
Henry Cox, former ABC network 
brogram manager in New York, 


transcription companies met with) 


| for transcriptions. 
, rates had met with so much opposi- 
‘tion that AFRA agreed to open dis- 
‘cussions in an effort to reach a 
; more equitable rate scale. 


making up the rest. CBS is taking 
no chances on being half-safe with ing 
that Arrid and Sterling sponsorship grabbed up 


years when network radio was sell- 
s“Hear It” would have been 
insantly. Similarly, 





coin, CBS’ lack of nibbles on Joe 
| Adams and “Songs For Sale,” the 

inability to get any part of Fri- 

Hub AFRA Seeks To | day night off the sustaining hook— 
jall reflect the current trend of 

Resolve Hassle Over ‘thinking in the Madison avenue 


money-belt sectors. 





Transcription Rates 


Boston, Feb. 27. 
Committees representing local | 
advertising agencies, film and, 


HOVIS BREAD SPONSORS 
GRACIE FIELDS SHOW 


Hovis Bread is picking up the 
tab in the New York market when 
the new Gracie Fields radio show 
preems next Thursday (8) on 
WMGM. 

Program is the latest entry in 
the MGM Radio Attractions cata- 

While the newly proposed rates log, which is sold in individual 
are contingent on AFRA rg markets. 
Board action, and are now under , 
consideration, it is learned that: ¥ ? 

will be divided into three Shut Eye to Sponsor MBS 


they 


local AFRA delegates last Sat.” 
(24) to discuss a new price scale 
Newly upped 





categories, local, regional and na- | ° ° gh 
‘tional. This agreement (which will | Brown--in Broad Dayli t 


‘slash the rates) is reportedly ac-— 


Harrison Products, makers of 
|Shut-Eye sleep inducer, have 
|picked up the tab for a Cecil 


ceptable to all parties. 





OA 
called 


Agency on the account is Benton 
& Bowles. 





> Cleve. Station Kicks Up 


Rhubarb Over Exclusive 


| On Gab Broadcasts 


Cleveland, Feb. 27. 
complete change in_ so- 
“exclusivity” in broadcast- 
.ing speeches before local groups 
may result from the rhubarb 
kicked up by WSRS, which pro- 
tested its second-rate position in 
wanting to cover the talk by Notre 
Dame's Rev. John L. Cavanaugh. 

WGAR had secured the right to 
rebroadcast the talk at 10 p.m., 
with clearance secured from the 
Chamber of Commerce’ which 
. brought the educator to Cleveland. 
WSRS sought broadcast privileges 
| for a 9:30 p.m. slot but was turned 
|down by the Chamber since the 
‘half-hour preceded the already 
scheduled WGAR announcement, 
‘and it was feared the earlier 
broadcast would gather the listen- 


ing audience. WGAR was amiable 


_to a similar or later time. 


| Hamilton Watch Goes Symph | Brown newscast on Mutual, Satur-’ Sam Sague. president of WSRS, 
| In its first use of radio in New. days at 10:45-11 a. m., starting Sat-. challenged the right to restrict 
| York City in 20 years, Hamilton urday (3). Agency is Sid Garfield broadcasts where public service 


‘Watch Co. will back “Symphony | of San Francisco. 


| programs are concerned despite | 


Will be Crites’ assistant with the Hall” over WQXR on Thursday | 


tille of radio and TV rogramming evenings,. starting tomorrow (1). 
Manager, - nl tae gates | - Contract was inked via B.B.D.&O. 


{ 
| 


| 


No hitchhikes will be used for the longtime standing habit in the 
Harrison’s other item, ‘No-Doz’’ | community. Such broadcasts, it -is 
sleep inhibitor, ° ’ ico '4 4 felt, should be! open -te all.’ 


ever happened ‘to Margaret Tru- 
man’s contract?” web programe 
| ming execs revealed that the Preasi- 
i dent’s singing daughter would 
make a return engagement to the 
; “Big Show” next Sunday (4). It 
; was Miss Truman’s initial appear- 
‘ance on the 90-minute fiesta that 
inspired NBC to negotiate a con- 
tract extending to June, 1951 (at 
$4.000 per TV guest shot and $2.5(@ 
for return bouts with Tallulah 
Bankhead on “Big Show.” 

Contract was scheduled for ink- 
ing about six weeks ago but papers 
have still not been signatured. 
Pacting of Miss Truman for next 
Sunday’s show, with definite s!ots 
reserved for the future, would in- 
dicate that the deal is in the bag, 
but some says it still in an iffy 
status. 


ELGIN WATCH SHIFTS 
FROM JWT TO Y&R 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Elgin National Watch Co., which 
has been a J. Walter Thompson 
‘account for the past 20 years, last 
week was shifted to Young & Rubi- 
cam. Chi office of Y&R will han- 
dle the new biz, which also in- 
cludes that- of Elgin’s recently- 
acquired Wadsworth Watch Case 
, Co., wholly-owned subsidiary. 

New ad campaign is still to be 
worked out. Elgin has heretofore 
been a strong user of radio and 
iTV Gpetsy - .c evden me stinw 
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Industry, Govt. Cant See Eye-to-Eye 
On Vesting Power to Shut Stations 





Washington, Feb. 27. + 


A proposal by the Defense De- 
partment to give th: President 
power to shut down broadcast sta- 
tions or other radiation devices in 
case of an attack on the United 
States got a mixed reception in, 
hearings before the Senate Com- 
merce Committee last week. The) 
government was for it but industry 
didn’t like it. 

Bone of contention is whether 
the measure, known as the Electro- 
magnetic Radiations Control Act, 
goes too far and whether the broad | 
authority it gives the President is | 
necessary. Hearings brought out | 
that even a diathermy machine, | 
which uses radio, would come with- 
in the scope of the bill. 

Maj. Gen. Francis L. Anken- | 
brandt, director of communications | 
for the Air Force, which recom- | 
mended the act, said the legislation | 
is necessary to prepare the country | 
for surprise attack and to counter- , 
act activities of sabateurs who)! 
might try to use radiating devices | 
to guide enemy aircraft and mis-) 
siles to U. S. targets. 

Under questioning by Chairman | 
Edwin C. Johnson (D.-Colo.), Gen. | 
Ankenbrandt said the purpose of 
the bill is in planning for defense 
and for determining how controls 
would be exercised in event of an 
attack. It is unlikely that the con- | 





Moffat’s Mpls. Switch | 


Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 
Ralph Moffatt, one of city’s best- |, 
known disk jockeys, switches nex 


'month from WCCO, CBS station, 
/ where his “Midnight in Minneapo- 
' lis” and other shows have won him | 
'a big following, to independent | 


WDGY. Moffatt came into disk! 
jockey fame in Europe during the} 
second world war and became one 
of the top and highest salaried 
radio personalities in his field in| 
England. 

He gave up his British position | 
to return to Minneapolis although 
it involved considerable financial | 
sacrifice. 





Fred Heywood to WCCO 


Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 

Fred S. Heywood has been ap- 
‘pointed sales promotion manager 
‘of CBS local radio station WCCO, 
‘succeeding Tony Moe, who has 
been switched to the post of CBS’ 
| KNX, Hollywood, as promotion di- 
\ rector. 

Heywood was brought here by 
CBS from WBAL and WBAL-TV, 
Baltimore, where he was director 


t of advertising and publicity pro- 


motion. Prior to:that he was di- 
rector of news and special events 
at WNBC, New York city. 


13 New Directors 





Elected to NAB 


Washington, Feb. 27. 
Thirteen newly-elected directors 
will take office on the NAB board 
following the Association conven- 


From the Production. Centres 


PEALE ELE EEEE PEED EE OEE EEE EEEEEEEE EELS, 
IN NEW YORK CITY... 


ABC extending its “Big Jon and Sparky” strip from 30 to 60 min. 
utes daily....Novelist Katherine Bellamann, widow of the late Henry 
Bellamann, in town for beginning of CBS’ “Kings Row,” based on her 
husband’s novel and her own “Parris Mitchell of Kings Row”.... Mrs 
Red Foley, wife of the “Grand Ole Opry” emcee, recuping from an 
operation in Nashville....Earle Ferris back at his desk after six weeks 
in hosp; ticker trouble....Reggie Schuebel, partner of Wyatt & Schue. 
bel, named public relations chairman for the April N. Y. Cancer Cry. 
sade.... Lydia Frank, U. of Vermont program director, engaged to 
Byron H. Kretzman, WJOY, Burlington, engineer....Walton Butter. 
field, for five ‘years veepee of H. B. Humphrey agency, resigned to open 
his own office in Gotham. 

Erwin, Wasey has upped Peter Finney, who handles the Admiral 
account, to veepee....Jack Mohler, WOR account exec, recalled to 
| duty as captain in Army intelligence....Red Barber returns tomorrow 
(Thurs.) from his alma mammy, U. of Florida, where he spoke at first 
| annual clinic for radio broadcasters and was inducted into Sigma Delta 
Chi....Tom Collins new to “Backstage Wife”. ...Lorna Lynn added to 
“Lorenzo Jones”....Jack Lloyd “Front Page Farrell” addition. 

“Carnation Contented Hour” and Campbell’s “Club 15” have picked 
,up options on Jo Stafford for a second year... -Jackie Kelk, recovered 
|from flu, back on “Aldrich Family” AM and TV....Ed Herlihy back 








e ! 
jtion in April in Chicago, as the | from 18-da : ; 
. y Caribbean cruise....Ben Grauer to narrate prolog for 
p. C. Is Just Wild |result “of a referendum completed | fim version of “Kon-Tiki”....William Rich upped to sales manager of 


' 


About FM, to Hear 
Managers Report 


Washington, Feb. 27. 
With three out of 10 homes in 


last week to fill vacancies in the 26- 


| member board. 


Elected to represent their dis- 
tricts were Craig Lawrence of 
WCOP, Boston; Leonard Kapner 
of WCAE, Pittsburgh; Thad Hold 
of WAPI, Birmingham, Ala.; Rob- 
ert T. Mason of WMRN, Marion, 
O.; Merrill Lindsay of WSOY, De- 
catur, Ill.; H. W. Linder of KWLM, 
Willmar, Minn.; Kenyon Brown of 


| WNBC, replacing Berry Long, resigned....Evelyn Knight guests on 
NBC's “Big Show” March 11 and on NBC-TV’s Milton Berle stanza 
| March 13....With “Death of a Salesman” road company having closed, 

+ ny a Earl George no longer has to commute to appear in “Ma Per- 
| kins.” 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


| Chet Huntley couldn't get together with CBS on a new contract so 
|he ankled the CBS Coast flagship after 12 years as one of its top news 
;commentators. He follows Bob Garred over to KECA-ABC. Charles 


trols would be invoked until a few|the area equipped with FM and 


hours before an attack, he said. advertisers showing greater inter- 
est in the medium, several Wash- 
ington FM stations are reporting 
prospects looking up. And _ al-| 
though there are 13 FM’ers serv- 
ing the Capital, one of them ap- 
plied to FCC for a metropolitan 
station yesterday. 

Bob Rogers, manager of WGMS 
(formerly WQQW), reports the) 
Station sold out on FM time all 
seven nights a week, 7 p.m. to mid- | 


The General, under further ques- | 
tioning, brought out that a large | 
variety of electronic devices can be | 
used as navigational aids in homing | 
on targets. A defective light bulb 


(Continued on page 40) 


Sampson Exiting 








KWFT, Wichita Falls, Tex.; Glen | Collingwood took over the Huntley assignment for four weeks, on 
Shaw, reelected, of KXL, Oakland, | leave from his Washington newscast....Al Hansen, formerly with Chet 
Calif.. and H. Quenton Cox of | LaRoche agency, upped to copy chief at Erwin, Wasey....Dorothy 


KGW, Portland, Ore. 

Reelected as_ directors-at-large 
were John H. Dewitt, Jr., of WSM, 
Nashville, representing large sta- 
tons; Edgar Kobak of WTWA, 
Thomson, Ga., representing small 
stations, and Ben Strouse of 
WWDC, Washington, D. C., repre- 
senting FM stations. 

A runoff will be necessary to de- 


| McGuire is starred in Don Sharpe’s package, “The Enchanted Room,” 
| recorded last week at NBC. Series dramatizes great women of history 
| ...-KECA and Newscaster Hank Weaver were cited by L. A. county 
supervisors for “emphasizing and exploiting stories -of local impor- 
'tance”....Phil Regan tees up his Pepsi Cola musical at Fairfield air 
| base near Frisco March 4. Show will call on service camps and de- 
'fense plants in its presently laid-out 50,000-mile itinerary. ... Wilbur 
| Edwards, new assistant manager of Columbia’s Pacific network, bun- 
| dling up his family in Boston for the move cross-country. ...William 
'Froug moved up through the press and program departments at KNX 
'to boss of program writing, succeeding Pauf Pierce, who switched over 





|night, with only a few spot an- cide the election of a director-at-' +t) NBC-TV to dole out household hints to the little woman... .“Uncle 


nouncements available. 


WGMS large, representing medium sta-; Jim’ Hawkins, who used to mastermind behind-the-scenes for Fred 


(Washington’s “Good Music Sta-' tions, as the result cf a tie be-| ajjen, is now performing that function for Red Skelton since his right 


in ras St |e is limited to daytime opera- | tween John Esau of KTUL in Tulsa | arm, Edna, is on the sidelines....Bud Edwards’ month vacation in 


tion on AM and charges the same and Hugh B. Terry of KLZ, in Den-| Hawaii was cut short because of an illness which required treatment on 
rate for FM evening time as for (ver. 


‘Cincinnati, Feb. 27. | 
Robert M. Sampson has tendered 
his resignation as general manager 
of WSAI to become effective when | 
the FCC permits ownership trans- | 
fer of the AM and FM operation | 
from Marshall Field Radio Enter- | 
prises, Inc., to the Fort Industries | 
- Ce. 
After April 1, Sampson said, he 
will devote full time to managing 
the business affairs of the Jon Ar- 
thur “Big Jon and Sparkie” and 
“No School Today” programs cur- 
rently on 247 ABC stations. 
Arthur has expressed a prefer- 
ence to continue orginations of his 
shows from Cincy, but a report has 
it that he, Sampson and the rest 
of the staff will move to New York 
in line with an ABC request for 
nearness on business matters. 


St. Paul Mayor Acts 
To End 10-Month Strike 
Of KSTP Technicians 


Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 
An effort to settle the 10-month- 
old strike of 21 technicians of 
KSTP and KSTP-TV is under way 
with acceptance by the AFL Inter- 
national of Electrical Workers 
union involved and Kenncth Hance, 





KSTP vice-president, of an offer | 


of Mayor E. K. Delaney of St. Paul 
to act as mediator. 

The radio technicians struck 
after negotiators failed to come to 
terms on the amount of a pay 
raise. They offered the next day 
to return, pending further nego- 
tiations. In the meantime, how- 
ever, some substitute employees 
had been hired and company and 


combination AM-FM time during 
the day. 


As an illustration of listeners’ 


| preference for FM, Rogers cites a | 


recent experience when the FM 
transmitter broke down during a 
period which included AM-FM op- 


(Continued on page 40) 


WOV’s ‘3,000,000 People’ 
Effective Promotional 
Pitch Via Pic Technique 


WOV, New York multi-lingual 








outlet, on Mond»y (26) unwrapped 
,a half-hour animated _ slidefilm, 
| “Three Million People,” which ef- 


fectively tells the indie’s story. Pic, ; 


| With its soundtrack commentary, 


was produced for around $1,500 by star who was once the American | George Biggar, 
it’s a good , League's leading hitter, will handle | wis chief engi 


ithe station itself, and 
‘example of what an imaginative 
| broadcaster can de to help get his 
'message across to bankrollers and 
, their agencies. 

Visual pitch points up WOV’s 
‘concentration on specialized groups, 
_via its 10 hours daily of beaming 
|in Italian to the 2,100,000 persons 
‘of Italian extraction in the New 
| York area; its English language 
|disk jockey stanza featuring Ital- 
j|ian-American vocalists and bands; 
jits hillbilly Rosalie Allen show; its 
| jazz-slanted “1280 Club” and its 
‘nightly Irish-American hour. 

Promotional film includes plenty 
of statistical data, along with lines 
of its “audited audiences” theme. 
| These give figures on age, economic 
‘level, sex, geographical distribu- 
tion, nationality background and 
‘similar information for the listen- 





: Tigers Spring Training 
Set for Goebel Brewing 
Sponsorship on WJBK 


Detroit, Feb. 27. 

Baseball broadcasting is being 
expanded by WJBK in cooperation 
| with the Detroit Tigers and the 
i sponsor, Goebel Brewing Co. For 
|the first time, station will broad- 
'cast play-by-play accounts of exhi- 
bition games direct from_ the 
'Florida training grounds. WJBK 
will feed the games to a 46-station 
network in Michigan, neighboring 
istates and Canada, just as it does 
‘during the regular season. 





| 


| Harry Heilmann, former Tiger 


|the play-by-plays as he has in past 
years. It will be the 10th season 
casts. 
Brooke, 
rance. 


“FOURTH ARMY SHOW’ 


| SET FOR TSA PREEM 


| “The Fourth Army Show” will 
make its debut here on KTSA, 
‘originating from Theatre No. 1 at 
Fort Sam Houston. It will be car- 
ried by KTRH, Houston; 
New  Orleans;. KRLD, Dallas; 
KOMO, Oklahoma City; KGGM, 


Account is handled by 
Smith, French & Dor- 





Albuquerque, N. M., and KROD, El , 


_Paso, each Friday for a half hour. 
| Pfe. Bob Blase, formerly a Hous- 


Goebel has sponsored the broad- | 


WLW, 


the mainland... .Voice of the Tuttle (Lurene) will be heard in the new 
daytime dramatic series for Toni....ABC transferred Dick Woolen to 
Chicago as central division program head....The day Bing Cresby 
checked out of the hosp after minor surgery, his co-producer, Murdo 
MacKenzie, signed in with penicillin poisoning. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Ed Allen’s pre-dawn “Early Bird” strip on WMAQ gets a revamping 
| after eight years with his wife, Dolores, joining him Monday (1) for a 
| husband and frau chatter series. ...Rita Choice is new promotion and 
publicity assistant at WLS....Dr. Sydney Roslow, head of Pulse, Inc., 
to address today’s (Wed.) meeting of the Chi Radio Management club 
....Mutual Central Division manager Carroll Marts back at his desk 
after a bout with the flu... John Brookman and John Keown sharing 
director reins on Tommy Bartlett’s NBC “Welcome Travelers” strip 
.... Jimmy Evans launched a cross-the-boarder on WCFL Monday (26) 
targeted at prep students. Jay’s Potate Chips is bankrolling. ...NBC 
commentator Clifton Utley and Newsweek contributing editor Raymond 
Moley guestspoke at Chi Federated Advertising club meeting last week 
....Robert Phillips, general manager of WSGW, Saginaw, Mich., radio 
|Tow visitor last week....Agnes Krugh has been upped to assistant to 
| WGN farm director Norman Kraeft....Glen Jocelyn exits veepee berth 
_at Erwin, Wasey agency to join Earle Ludgin agency with same title.... 
director of WLS National Barn Dance, and Tom Rowe, 
rie ineer, served as counselors on the radio-teevee panel at 
| St. Phillips high school career day....Philip von Ladau upped 
|from AM-TV analysis coordinator to client service staff at Nielsen 
|Co.....Charles Moses, general manager of the Australian Broadcasting 
| Corp., in for a look-see at Chi NBC operations... .Mutua! sales chief 
| Ade Hult in from N. Y. for meetings with Chi office execs... .Betty 
Ross, NBC assistant director of publie affairs and education, addressed 


oa meeting of Chi Business and Professional Women last night 
ues.). 


IN WASHINGTON .. . 


Tyrone Power, tn “Who Speaks for San Marino,” drama which stat 
taped for Institute of Democratic Education, was featured past week 
on first of a new series’on WWDC-Mutual, sponsored by B’nai Brith’s 
Anti Defamation League. ...WTOP (CBS) program director and top 
femme emcee Hazel Markel, scored a coup past Sunday (25) by snaring 
Paul Reynaud, ex-French premier, for both her radio and TV shows.... 
Gene Archer, WRC-NBC tenor, has inaugurated a series of guest stints 
for the U. S. Marine Corps at personal request of Gen. Cates, the 
Leathernecks’ boss .. Adelaide Johnson, 104-year-old sculptress, ree 
cently p.a.'ed on a WTOP-CBS TV show, “Gem Session”... .Jim Gib- 
bons, sports director of WMAL-ABC, preeming a new TV show, “High 











union failed to agree on the num- €Fs to each program. It underlines, 
ber of men to be taken back. for instance, the larger size of the 
Now the union brands the dis- | Italian-American families and the 
pute a lockout, but the company fact that this segment of the N. Y. 
still calls it a strike. With the |™arket spends 17% more time lis- 
St. Paul Trades and Labor Assem- | tening to radio than the general 
bly, the union has listed the station Population. — 
as “unfair” and has been waging | All in all, “Three Million Peo- 
a campaign to induce advertisers | Pie, makes a cogent presentation 
to use other mediums. It also has f WOV’s appeal for local and na- 
succeeded in getting a move start- | tional sponsors. Its technique could 
ed in Congress to have the station’s | well set a paitern for other local 
permits revoked. | Stations. Brit. 
The strike apparently hasn’t im- 
peded the station’s operations or MBS Co-ops Basketball 
hurt its economic welfare, although First All-Star professional bas- 
responsible for forcing it to dis-|ketball game, being played Friday 
continue televising of Minneapolis | (2) at 9 p. m. in Boston, is being 
American Association baseball co-opped by Mutual. 
games and St. Paul wrestling:| Marty Glickman and Hilliard 
KSTP is a NBC affiliate, j Gates will handle the play-by-play. 





‘ton radio announcer, will be m.c. | Life of Sports,” featuring INS sports newsreels and p.a.’s by top fig- 
of the series. Miss Peggy Perron Ures in the field....Mrs. Sue Montague, local housefrau who won the 
will be featured vocalist of the |“ Mr. Music” national contest, and WWDC disk jockey Felix Grant, leave 
opening airer. The Fourth Army Over the weekend for Hollywood and a meeting with Bing Crosby... - 
Dance Band and Military Band will | Nancy Osgood, WRC-NBC femme commentator, had Mrs. Frank Pace, 
be featured. The broadcast will | Wife of the Secretary of Army, as program guest past week... . Milton 
follow the first movie perform-, Berle in to highlight a dinner commemorating Kfar Truman, the new 
ance. Attendance will be limited | 1srael town honoring the President, with Israeli Ambassador Aubrey 
to military personnel, their depend-| Eben and Vice President Barkley on hand. 


,ents and house guests. cialis 
Wollen’s ABC Spot 


Paul Franklin, former writer-di-, ger. Robert L. Coe, general man- Chicago, Feb. 27. 

rector of “Red Ryder,” has pulled @8er of the Schine-owned station,| Richard Wollen moves in next 
up stakes on the Coast and is re- 2Mnounced. John C. Gilmore, who Monday (5) as program director of 
locating in New York, arriving to- | began his radio career in New) apc’s central division. He re- 
day (Wed.). In addition to his Lg City, a Py K who later | places Leonard (Buzz) Blair whe 
radio work he did some screen per cca pg BB ge | has shifted to N. Y. as eastern pro- 
| Scripting. executive. From 1944 to 1950 he|8ram manager and assistant ‘0 
He's former prexy of the Radio ewned and directed New England|ABC’S AM program veepee Leon- 
| Writers Guild. | Associates, Inc. lard Reeg. 





Albany—Bill Schnaudt, account 


; ‘exec of WPTR for several years, 
| Paul Franklin’s L.A.-to-N.Y. has been named local sales inane 
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Supreme Court Aid Sought on Query Of NN] CHOATARE 


Censorship of Polit. Speeches by Subs 


Washington, Feb. 27. 
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RCA, AVCO °50 Profits Biggest Ever: 
3 Crosley Tele Outlets Into Black 
































! The Supreme Court was asked |, N t Whit H | Chicago, Feb. 27. ° [PR Bye glossed bee arse 
yesterday (26) to determine ancy a Wnite riouse | Threat of a possible slackoff Whodunit Spots catia ts tid ones 2 
whether a radio station may censor Nancy Craig, ABC femme of merchandise available for give- Seattle, Feb. 27. ane oe; Sra mh 
l a political speech not made by the| sabber, will report on “A Day | away shows isn’t worrying Walter Now the private eyes are | their history for 1950. While as 
" candidate for election, but by an- in the Life of President Tru- | Schwimmer, Chi swag show en-' using radio for advertising. | usual neither company furnished a 
J other person on his behalf. man” on her show Monday | trepreneur, too much. He hascon-, Luke S. May, local criminolo- | detailed breakdown of profits on 
t Case is precedent setting and in- (5). . ; | tracts set with manufacturers for gist, often called , America’s |their broadcasting activities, it’s 
a _ ian af cen oe Miss Craig will attend the | $1,000,000 worth of prize goods' Sherlock Holmes,” is using | believed significant that RCA em- 
. volves clarificatio . at President’s press conference which will be paid for via air plugs.| “one-minute mysteries” taken phasized that television has reach- 
of the Federal Communications tomorrow (Thurs.) and spend | And he’s got two Chi warehouses! from his files in a spot cam- | ed proportions qualifying it as one 
Act, gp ee a me) . “8 the rest of the day accompany- __| filled with nearly $150,000 in give-| paign on KJR here. of the nation’s major industries, 
1 3 OS .~ ace : i "| ing the Chief Executive on his | away products for which he’s paid | Schedule purchased by May {and that Avco reported its three 
: casts. Pg some ~ aa er- rounds in the White House. | cash on the line. | will run through March, with | video stations broke into the black 
. ritory e languag . —_ | His Schwimmer Productions, | bee wget cand mystery spots | for the first time in the final quar- 
f Suit was brought by David , H. . | Ine., which syndicates ‘“Tello-Test” | e1ng wr: tten by Carl Person, ter of the year. 
: Felix against three major Phila- |and “Tune-Test,” radio giveaways,| JR scripter. RCA’s year-end report showed a 
: delphia stations —-WCAU, KYW ll efary land “Foto-Test” and “Miss U. S. | net of $46,250,000, up 84% over 
‘ and WFIL—because of political | Television” video packages, last’ ¢ * the $25,144,000 earned in 1949. 
; speeches made Oct. 24-25, 1949, by | year funnelled out prizes with a/| Hamlet M B Profit was equal to $3.10 per share 
William F. Meade, chairman of the ° | retail value of $2,100,000. During | ay @ for common stock, representing 
Republican central campaign com- Xpansion Ops | the current year Schwimmer ex- 7.9% of net sales. Corporatien’s 
mittee, in the municipal election | pects to hand out an estimated & | gross was reported at $586.393,000. 
fight. | $2,500,000 in merchandise with the L ft p | In an increase of 47.6% over the sales 
0 Felix, a Democrat, charged he likelihood the 1951 total may be e alig ing of $397,259,000 in 1949. 
s had been defamed in the two ole eet sen much Bigher 6s the two new Aveo reported a net of $12, 
; speeches. The stations contended -~ shows — ho gi Mid eo e S ° ye ge or pend =—- ay 
that under section 315, they were . ; : | orseeing a likely shortage o { ends to r per share on the 
techidden te conser peltiest |, it full meeting of the direc’ plug products, Schwimmer six daly I Stix [average number of shares out- 
y speeches. They were upheld by ll Po + a d avertising | months ago set out to secure an fl |standing. This was more than 
Judge William H. Kirkpatrick, of | ‘rhurs.) in New York. | ted | adequate supply. Besides buying) With the U. S. Steel “Theatre | three times the earnings of $4,- 
y the U.S. district court. On appeal, | (7 2UTS.’ 12 New XOrk, is expected | merchandise outright and also Guild of the Air,” hour-long show, | 150,466, or 54c per share, reported 
y the third circuit court reversed the |t© ™aP @ budgetry expansion. Out- | pjacing advance contracts for goods expanding to 90 minutes this Sun- | for 1949. Consolidated net sales 
in decision. It found that “Section fit_is currently operating on a that may go into short supply as a day for its version of “Hamlet,” |in 1950 amounted to $256.966,971, - 
‘ 315 prohibits censorship only in $200,000 annual budget and the ad- yecyit of the upbeat in military | starring John Gielgud and Pamela/|an 87% increase over the $137, 
oa the voice of the candidates, even ditional coin is considered likely | production, he concentrated on lin- | Brown, RCA has negotiated a deal | 398,554 in 1949. 
ir to permit enlarging its activities, | ing up so-called intangible awards. | with NBC to pick up the additional! Both companies fioted theif 
a though the speech is on behalf of | give it greater depth of penetra- | f i P Rca | 
a candidate.” , d ol og gles gang: In this category falls such prizes as_ 30 minutes of sponsorship. record earnings were achieved 
m She, dikes: daiiain tint dali — an Pie d field y * _ resort trips and holiday excursions.| The additional tab for the RCA | during a year when demand was 
x Pr i ce tye Mi kin of studies an ‘di pee al 'He’s already set deals for winter pickup from 9:30 to 10 thus pro- | strong and materials in better sup- 
r ’ aaa “Th PP ts. essary to promote radio and tele- | jaunts to California, Mexico and | vides an added incentive for the ply than at present. RCA board 
le pont at 4 with po Biggs ogg vision on a broad national basis. | Florida, with a likely upswing in | web's affiliates to go along on the | chairman David Sarnoff and prexy 
. “aa toe an aiamnuii ae as With -its present budget, BAB this type of “gift. full 90-minute presentation. How- | Frank Folsom pointed out that 
‘ stations of political s a bd - -% was restricted to one office in New | Out of the 250 stations airing | ever, the station clearance situation | world tensions and the vital im- 
a ruling on this point Pgs feeidin York City and this consequently | «Teljo-Test” and the approximate- | !S far from eased, for a number of portance of having the U. S, 
- mental to the "eas candies af limited its research and contacts ly 50 stations carrying the recently | the affiliates have the 9:30-10 time | strongly prepared to meet emere 
= the case, and a review by this court | with advertisers and agencies. | launched “Tune-Test,” 189 outlets | Gaus as a af ton been ae aS Pele: ST 
: now is therefore more appropiate | , FOr the, Past two ears, BAB use merchandise prises whieh are ankrolle. | 
lo than it would be at any other stage | W8S ® CeP bee+y The balance of the It’s either a case where “Hamlet” 


| Assn. of Broadcasters. Last August | the package. 
NAB board voted to set up BAB | stations use cash awards. 
as a separate corporation. Present| “foto-Test” which currently 
members of NAB can become peamed on WGN-TV, Chicago, an 
|members of BAB, as of the new, wOR-TV, N. Y. and claims the 
| fiscal year starting April 1, by re-| largest jackpot of any local give- 


of the litigation.” 


« | Hubin Hubbub 


i will have to be left dangling in 
- midair and cut off for the last 30 
d minutes, or the stations taking the | 
entire show off the line for a play- | 
back later. Majority have indicated | 





PBS, 3826 in Red, 
Sees Some Payoff 






































1d | questing that 30% of their NAB | away is slated for an expansion to they'll do the latter. | 
Be eye j dues be assigned to BAB. Non-  g minimum of 15 markets within s ' Hollywood. Fet 
ib , ‘NAB members, including networks, the next 60 days, the packager re- Pres Truman in Sur rise ollywood, Feb. 27. 
sk ll la @ stations, transcription companies, | ports. The show which is pack- . p Plea to creditors not to throw 
ig ' station reps and perhaps manufac- aged as across-the-board strip will P A US St | ; ild’ | the firm into bankruptcy was made 
ip Boston, Feb. 27, | turers, will also be permitted to/ grain off what Schwimmer esti- If. aS UW. ofee ul iby Larry 7, uoteeees = Pro- 
6) Move is afoot for AB i | (Continued on page 54) : lesa | which re gp tak 
C WLAW, the oie le ie ae __ Present setup permitting NAB Kicks Off Red Cross Drive ae omar seetiens se 
id Lawrence, the exclusive ABC fran-| Members to have 30°% of — 5 Washington, Feb. 27. b* > mae it mere difficult .~ 
ek chise in Boston, effective June 15, |NAB dues assigned to hag er 6 The First Family were surprise creditors to realize anything of the 
io replacing WCOP, currently Ameri- | 5¢_in effect only through Apri 1, uns ll er guests at the official kickoff of the $382,500 in liabilities. Figure does 
to can’s affiliate in the Hub. WLAW | 1952. After that time. when last | 51 Red Cross drive at Constitu- not include oblisations to AFRA 
th may ask the FCC for permission | Connections between the two trade | tion Hall past Sunday (25) night.| members, estim “" ng (4 
= to transfer to Boston. ‘ pee tey A dues setup will be n en 4 | Lae Ser tee crowd which tomued | $15,000 pa rested 0 be between 
° In New York ABC said that it. ¢ . the 4,000-seat DAR hall was the, adi , 
4 has made no po Rn Rye Mod _BAB prexy William B. Ryan will \U. S. Steel-Theatre Guild broad-| Gilet Gs do cee Oe 
ever, it is reliably reported that Projects and personnel. Meeting | spotlight the problems resulting the original Metro cast, but Pres. | pointed out that “obviously if 
»| talks on the subject are going on. | Will be attended by a number * | ian dislocation of war workers | Truman and his family were an gither yoluntary or involuntary 
je If ABC Roig : 41, | industry biggies, including the net- | rom “isn ffort is being | extra added attraction. | hamiersantow —_- : 
ty does nix its tie with| work president d managers of in the new war elfort } ng | 4 : _' bankruptcy proceedings are taken 
WCOP it wi re oe 8 by the CBS public affairs Despite the last minute fade-  }, ; . : 
ed yC will probably be due to its | several stations. lined up by the pl out. because of illness, of Secre-| PY °F against PBS, or if the cor- 
ht pique at the Cowles brothers, who department for tentative summer '"' f Def G . Marshall, | Poration makes an assignment for 
own the station. Last year the launching. Program, to be aired tary of Defense George Marshall, | the benefit of creditors, little if 
Cowles pulled WNAX, in Yankton- | Ohi R | S : \) half-an-hour once a week, will be. peg — — as ogee ‘anything will be realized by even 
Sioux City, and KRNT, Des Moines, | 0 Nura tation etup | titled “Guns and Butter,” signify-| Cipa’ speaker, rally was one 01 ' preferred creditors, let alone gen- 
out of the ABC fold in order to fly |ing the necessity for continued — he — 7 = ay oo eral creditors.” 
ne the CBS banner. Cowles boys,| 10 Be Developed aS An production not only of military ma- | and brass, as_w NBC Letter added that Liberty Broad- 
ek howev idn’ i ‘teriel but also of consumer goods. | execs and workers, gave the ; 
vever, didn’t move WCOP into A ° | ter , broadcast an enthusiastic recep- | C@Sting System has taken over 12 
s the Columbia column, because CBS Early American Village To achieve as much actuality as | /- former PBS affiliates and is pay- 
op has an owned-and-operated station possible, the web plans to send De d for ducat hich ing the suspended web a small 
ng in the Hub, WEEI. Series of affil- Worthington, O., Feb. 27. | out a crew of tape-recarding tech- | t — or oon Ss, W sg es share of the monthly fees involved. 
‘i lation shifts may thus leave WCOP __Construction has begun on the  picjans to interview subjects of its | ra Pa a of th iiotes ‘Finley added that PBS is arrang- 
nts Without a web hookup come sum- | "¢W WRFD studio, located in the show on the scene. Tape will then | — : anks to = 2 . e m4 ing fee the teanater of other “sia 
he mer. | country north of here near the sta- pe edited to eliminate extraneous | trio, Spencer Tracy, Joan Bennett | deen to aeediee goin wea 
ree coast itter. This is the first | : S hopes also to wrap and Elizabeth Taylor. The Tru-. : 
tion’s transmitter material. CB pe also would pay a fee to PBS 
™ step in a longrange building pro- yp a television counterpart of the mans greeted the stars at a pri-| : ; 
gh WB AL’ N FCC Pl gram planned by the station, which | program but has not yet decided | vate reception before program be-_ 
igs S New ea is owned by the People’s Broad- | on which method to use to replace 8an. és th ’ h 
= Washington, Feb. 27. | casting Co., a subsidiary of the the tape. U. S. Steel, sponsor of the show, Taft’s WKRC Exec Bert 
ive , . “unpv. | Ohio Farm Bureau Insurance Co. | also picked up the check for a ate : 
a wm... —_—- Pe the bg tiie anal snd, ahedien plans | plush pre-broadcast press recep- Cincinnati, Feb. 27. 
ce, osed decision to renew the li- | ; Pips. ; 1. | tion, attended by company toppers David Taft is filling the new 
ion cense of WBAL in Baltimore, and a Series of buildings in na | LeVally F olds Agency Benjamin Fairless and Irving Olds, ' position of managing director of 
ew to deny the application of Drew. liamsburg style, — —— 700 of | Chicago, Feb. 27. | NBC boss Niles Trammel, and over WKRC radio and TV stations, op- 
50 KW faciliti /260 acres available the company! LeVally agency, which last 7. : ; ; : ” 
) facilities, will be held be- <9 , : : d Fi- | disappointed when the stars failed and affiliated with the Times-Star. 
- for : | will-build a town hall with village month resigned the Household Fi- | —"s 7 
— sre the full Commission March 30. green and bandstand, general store, nane Corp. account, announced to show at party. His duties include coordination of 
ease grew out of the FCC's ‘Grange hall, theatre barn for recre- , jast week it is bowing out of the : the threg stations’ sales activittes, 
Blue Book” in 1946 on the station 4:0.” snd conferences, church, res- remainder of its accounts. Prexy| WGN’S NIELSEN RENEWAL administrating management policy 
responsibilities in programming, +..rant and an authentic village Norman LeVally handed out no- Chicago, Feb. 27. | and assistant to his brother, Hul- 
ext lee cited WBAL for excessive |) ),cksmith shop. There will also tices to the staff and is liquidating; A. C. Nielsen’s radio survey re- | bert Taft, Jr., executive veep. 
of aa pas ae © TO” | be picnic grounds near the lake the agency because of his forced | ceived a nice vote of confidence! Robert Bender, sales manager 
ve° sata in an initial decision last | and wooded areas with cabins for | withdrawal from the ad biz due to | last week when Frank Schreiber,! of WKRC-TV, was promoted to 
sho th oe by a 4-2 vote, to renew | givers and Future Farmers of jj] health. | WGN general manager, inked aj succeed David Taft as general 
ro* pate ok can mows CO | America. | HFC hasn’t picked its new agen- | two-year renewal pact for the Chi-; manager of WKRC-FM. 
to sy performance and_ prefer- The remaining 160 acres will be cy. Loan firm bowed out Sunday | cago area ratings. | WKRC has extended its AM and 
on erat in “aa py: Fog ~ ‘set aside for model homes to be | (25) from sponsorship of “‘Peoples’| WGN has used the Nielsen wei TV affiliations with CBS for two 
proven one. (Continued on page 30) Platform” on CBS-TV. ice since 1945. years, effective June 1. ) 
a » ? 
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Boston Prelate Blasts TV Comics 
For ‘Committing (Video) Suicide 








Boston, Feb. 27. + 


Boston’s Archbishop Cushing, in: 
his weekly article in the Sunday, 


Advertiser, devoted his entire col- | 


' 
umn to TV last Sunday (25) ad-| 
monishing comics to clean up their | 
material or they and TV would be | 
the losers, via censorship. 

In a blast at suggestive material 
sometimes resorted to by comics 
the Archbishop wrote, “It seems 
too bad that a medium that can 
accomplish so much has to com- 
mit suicide because many enter- 
tainers are fools enough to throw 
away their popularity, their fan- 
tastic entertaining jobs and their 
even more fantastic salaries. And 
all because they permit themselves 
a momentary weakness to cater to 
the laughter gales of individuals 
with a perverted sense of humor.” 
Far from condemning all comedy 
programs, “which are necessary 
for a balanced outlook,’ the Arch- , 
bishop believes writers and comics 
follow the line of least resistance | 
to “make it suggestive, and there 
is always a distorted few who will 
howl.” 

Stating that clergyimen of all re- 
ligious beliefs have been besieged 
by thousands of persons in all walks 
of life to ‘‘do something about TV” 
and claiming they are being put 
“on the spot” by a disgusted pub- 
lic. he implored those connected 


with the medium to voluntarily 
censor their shows. He also 
warned the industry that while 


clergy had so far refrained from 
any concerted action regarding TV, 
he is sure TV bigwigs realize the 
far-reaching implications a joint 
Statement by religious leaders 
could create. 

The Archbishop's column fol- 
lowed on heels of an open letter by 
Tony LaCamera, TV editor of the 
daily American, to Arthur Godfrey, 
a letter Godfrey deemed important 
enough to acknowledge, with 
feigned innocence, on his program. | 
However, the Archbishop men- 
tioned no specific programs but 
aimed his slap at the industry in 
general. 





Roy Marshall Vs. | 


Hennock on Educ. 


Atlantic City, Feb. 27. 
FCC Commissioner Frieda B. 
Hennock told the American Assn. , 
of School Administrators. meeting | 


‘of “Osmo,” 


Nix Ken Murray, 


| it would comply with the regula- who now sponsor the radio version 
| tions of the IHSAA. 


Ovaltine Mulls Backing 
New ‘Osmo’ Puppet Show 


Ovaltine is mulling sponsorship 
new puppet stanza 
which preems on ABC-TV March 6. 

Show, which will be aired Tues- 
day and Thursday at 5-5:15 p.m., 
features puppets which are worked 
by gears rather than the usual 
strings. Puppets were created by 
scripter Skip Weshner and artist 
Henry Banks and are made of 
latex rubber, permitting changes 
of expressions and great mobility. 











WILLIAM GARGAN 


Starring as 
“Martin Kane, Private Eye” 
NBC-TV (Now in 7ist week). 
Trendex Rating—38.7 (8th position) 
Nielsen Rating—42.4 (9th position) 
P.s. Also 2nd Highest Sunday Day- 
time Radio Program (Mutual) 
- Sponsored by 
United States Tobacco Co. 
Kudner Agency 





Even Sans Beer 


Indianapolis, Feb. 27. 
Hoosierland, the mecca of high 


school basketball, continued in a | 
. Godfrey, Allen 














hassle last week involving 
beer, and its favorite spectator | | 
sport. 


WFBM-TV, single local TV out- 


s 
let, announced that it was going to As CBS Morning 


cancel the Ken Murray Show for | 
four weeks because the program be 
preceded a_ telecast of state ar ay on ] e0. 
championship high school basket- 
ball games. The Indiana High 
School Athletic Asson. has a rule| CBS television expects to branch | 
which bans beer ads next to a Out into morning network pro-| 
program of school sports. Murray’s gramming within the next few) 
show is sponsored by Anheuser-!Months via a tentative simulcast 
Busch. ‘of Arthur Godfrey's 90-minute | 
On hearing of this situation, | CPOss-the-board radio show and a | 
officials representing the brewery Move of the Steve Allen video pro- | 
offered to continue the program 8am into a pre-luncheon slot. Web 
without commercials in the Will thus have the Godfrey simul- 
Indianapolis market. Their request ¢ast from 10 to 11:30 a. m. and the 
was that at the opening of the | Allen show from 11:30 to 12:30. 
program an announcement would, Godfrey airer has been kine- 
be made, in which the sponsor’ scoped in a closed-circuit audition 
asked that commercials be re- for the last week. Web is pitching 
moved from the program so that _the kines to the same bankrollers 











to give them first crack at TV. If} 
The agency handling the show some of them nix the idea, of | 
offered a cue sheet. from which course, it will be possible for CBS | 


commercials were hit and substi-: TV. While present plans call for | 
tute local public service messages. the simuleast arrangement, the! 

The agency also said the client Web's programming execs are also | 
had authorized revision of the Teportedly toying with the idea of | 
entire format of the show for the kinescoping the show on a regular | 
four-week period. The end com-. basis and playing the kines back at | 
mercial was to be cut out so that night, possibly as summer replace- | 
Murray’s close would be smooth Ments for programs taking a hiatus 
here as well as the entire CBS this year. | 


| who resigned a couple weeks back. | 


Dorso East to Peddle 


RCA Asks Supreme Court to Hear — 
? Arguments on ts Color TV Appeal 


eS Washington, Feb. 27. 
Emphasizing the broad public in. 
terest involved, RCA yesterday (26) 
ph F asked _ Sup‘em> Court to hear 
‘arguments on iis appeal of the FC 
Sing It Producer Post color TV decision allowing pine 
Now that Lester Gottlieb has| mercial use of the CBS \system, 
moved out of CBS-TV production ;Company’s request was made in a 
into the web’s radio division as | brief opposing an FCC motion to 
New York program director, Herb | affirm a Chicago three-judge court 
Moss has been designated to take ruling upholding the Commission. 
over Lester’s former spot as pro! Action on the case is expected 
ducer of “Sing It Again.” in a few weeks. If the FCC motion 
Gottlieb also produced the Rob- js granted, the stay order banning 
ert Q. Lewis “Show Goes On.” commercial use of CBS color pend- 
Latter chore now goes to Lou jing Supreme Court determination 
Melamed. will be lifted. If the motion is de- 
nied, the case will be scheduled 





Herb Moss in Gottlieb 








. ‘ for gg probably in the 
sprin erm. 
Peterson Exits gre raised three main argu- 


ments in support of its position: 


9 «¢ ° 9 (1) The decision is contrary to the 

public; (2) the Commission did not 

Y&R S Pulitzer | give adequate consideration to all 

| the information available to it: and 

' (3) the decision limits competition 

sudden ' by prohibiting use of the RCA com- 
patib:e system. 

The brief points out that the wel- 
fare of 12,000,000 set owners who 
have invested more than $3,000,- 
000,000 is at stake in the color de- 
cision. It asserts that these owners 


Edgar Peterson, in a 
move, revealed yesterday (Tues.) 
that he’s resigning from Young & 
Rubicam and as executive producer 
on the “Pulitzer Prize Playhouse” 
TV show produced by the agency. 


Peterson has not indicated what would have to spend $600,000,000 
he’s going to do, although it’s been | to get CBS color pictures in black 
intimated he may go back to films. | and white and another $1,000,000.- 

Joe Moran, Y&R veepee and 909 to receive the pictures in color, 
assistant director of a le eh It further declares that the deci 
sion’ under Everard Meade, takes|_. tee: fhacege Fe : ; ‘ 
over the Pulitzer chores as Peter-, S10 raises important and substan- 


tae : : 
son’s successor in a move that’s! tial Questions of far-reaching legal 


| consequence,” including the scope 
Seen as the prelude to a gencral) f” they Commission authority. to 
ative production department. | regulate television by fixing trans- 

Peterson came to the agency | mission standards. The activities of 
last October. following Roland een ne ey belone it 
Gillett, TV production veepee, courte, 

The brief points out that the 
| lower court itself admitted its con- 
sideration of the case was “‘little 
more than a_ practice session,” 
; Since the Supreme Court would 


Crosby’s ‘Orang-Outang teen to moles oe Saak decision. 
» at t 
Whodunits,’ Other TVers. reason the lower court ‘saamand 


| its stay order, even though it up- 
Dick Dorso, executive veepee of | held the FCC, “was the alleged ne- 


United Television Productions, is cessity for the finality of decision 





| the local station could cut out when to insert separate commercials for | ¢ast on a sales pitch for two Bing , which could be made only by this 


. ‘ : - ' (Supreme) court.” 

Crosby Enterprises TV packages | “For all practical purposes,” the 
and other video programs. Crosby ‘brief stated, “appellants (RCA, 
Co. has filmed 13 15-minute chimp-| et al.) have not been given their 
anzee shorts, with dubbed dialog, day in court. If this court should 
described as “orang-outang who- | grant appellees’ (FCC and CBS) 
dunits” in that the chimps go, motion to affirm, appellants would, 
through a regular meller plot. J.\ in effect, be deprived of judicial 
Walter Thompsonites are looking review.” 





here last week, that 25° of TV 
channels should be reserved for 
educators and that they must “re- | 


network, and they planned to re-! 
move the short film of the Bud-' 


’ ‘ weiser horses and beer wagon 
examine budgets, curricula and which regularly closes the pro- 
thinking in order to find a place gram. 


for TV. You must re-examine and,’ This offer was presented to L. V. 
if necessary, redefine your role as phillips, commissioner of the 
edrcators.” 


Miss Hennock was followed by 
Dr. Roy K. Marshall. who has his 
own tele show and does commer- 
cials for Ford programs, who ad- 
vised the educators to concenfrate 
on presenting education as a fin- 
ished professional entertainment 
in commercial video, rather than 


wailing for the excfusive educa-, bers of the board of control for the— 


tional channels Miss }lennock ad- 
vocates. 


“Television is the teacher’s me- | 


“But 
to fully harness TV’s power, edu- 
cxutors must have their own inde- 


dium,” Miss Hennock said. 


IHSAA, who said that without com- 
mercials the show was not in viola- 
tion of their ban. He said he didn't 
look at TV, didn’t know the Murray | 
‘show, and didn’t care about any- 
thing other than the fact that there 
would be no beer commercials next 
ito the broadcast of the games. He 
‘had authority to speak for all mem- 


group. 
The station however, continued 
(Continued on page 63) 





P ‘at the series in Chi currently, but 

Allen move has been in the pefore Dorso returns to Hollywood 
works for some time, based on this weekend he will also show 
CBS’ inability to clear time on suf- | them to New York sponsor poten- 
ficient affiliate stations to sell the! tials, as well as another Crosby- 


.show. At present, Allen’s 7 to 7:30) produced series. 


p. m. cross-the-board offering is, This is a dramatic filmed series 
aired in only three or four mar- | (39-minute subjects) produced by 
kets. Comedian made a sufficient | Bernard Gerard titled “Cry of the 
rep for himself as a replacement! City.” 

for Godfrey twice on “Talent| UTP is co-partnership compris- 
Scouts,” which plays to the full 


CBS network, to spur viewers to’ Ed Petry (Ed Voynow) and Stand- 


write into CBS demanding more | ard Radio Transcriptions, of which | 
of him. Web claims to be drawing Jerry King is prexy. King is also| 


favorable response from potential prez of UTP. 


bankrollers for the early-morning; Porso, who handles the filmed 
show. 


7 to 7:30 p. m. slot has not been 
selected. to the Coast, with filmed shows the 
rer: answer to the best national dis- 


semination. He cites “Fireside” as 





ing Dorso (Win Nathan, associate); ; 


; | “Fireside Theatre” dramatic video | 
Program to replace Allen in the | series, is of the opinion that live | 
talent will eventually move back! 





Minn. Bill Seeks 
| TV Legislature 


| 
| Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 
The Minnesota state legislature 
will be televised if a bill introduced 
by Rep. Joseph Karth of St. Paul 
obtains passage. In the resolujion 
accompany the measure, the 
author expresses the opinion that 
televising the legislature’s pro- 
ceedings “will greatly increase 
Minnesota people’s interest in the 





| process of self-government and 
thereby promote Democracy’s 
cause.” 


cndent television 


pian Sane TVA Posed for Chi Strike In 


tion is too valuzble a national re- | 
source to be handled exclusively | 


‘Continued on page 40) 
Chicago, Feb. 27. 


IS THERE A COMEDIAN : In most threatening act:on as yet 
IN THE (OPEN) HOUSE? Chicago's ‘oht 


; (26) met and approved plans for 
NBC-TV's “Broadway Open strike action against four Chicago 
House” ran into another snag on teevee stations in case last-minute 
its Monday and.Wednesday night negotiations fall through. Ray 
operations this week, when Lenny Jones, TVA negotiator, makes a 
Kent decided to bow off as emcee last pitch to stations tomorrow 
a‘ter tonight’s show (23). Web and. (Wed.). 
the Weintraub agency, which han-| If management refuses to budge 
dies the program, have not yet from demands for more free re- 
been able to find a comic for the hearsal time and refusal to accept 
two nights to fit in with Jerry $300 weekly minimum for sports- 





Lester, who runs the show Tues- casters, strike vote will be issued. | 


days, Thursdays and Fridays. Earlier last week union had ironed 
Instead of looking for a replace- out most of demands with stations, 
ment for Kent immediately, NBC ' but membership nixed proposals 


lans to operate the Monday and over two points and called for. 


ednesday night stanzas for the board meeting which backed them 
time being without a comedian. up. 
Singer Richard Hayes will take Also clouding the issue is edict 
over the emcee chores, with the of AFM which James C. Petrillo 
supporting acts remaining intact. ‘threw in huddles last week, warn- 


evidence of what an unhurried! It’s also pointed out that “school 
dramatic series can do to compete | officials think so much of the legis 
favorably with “Studio One,” by| lative sessions that they excuse 


TVA board last night’ 





ing stations that TVA could not. ie ee 

bargain for AFM members and any | Ed Leftwich Exiting Y&R 
agreement reached would not be! 

binding on musicians. 

If union walks out this or next 
week on local strike, national TVA 
contracts would automatically go!of TV at Young & Rubicam, is 
into wastebasket as web pacts have | leaving the agency as of March 15 
10-day cancellation clause ‘in event \to join the indie producing firm of 
local TVA agreements cannot be | Masterson, Reddy & Nelson as a 
reached. In addition to local pro-| preducer-director. 
gramming, most stations doing 12 
or more hours daily, Chicago teeds 
over 20 hours weekly in network 
originations. If walkout occurs: 
more than 500 actors would be 
affected with WGN-TV using 60° 
of the live talent. 


(ABC). 





put into effect plan they drew up| cal director. 


Leftwich was a member of the | , 
television department at CBS for, pointment of successor to Harrison 
{seven years prior to joining Y&R Dunham, who ankled the general 
In event of strike, stations will | a year and a half ago as its techni- | managership last week. Mullen _1$ 
While at Y&R, in 


e ey careful production preparation in| their students from regular classes 
E that these dramalets are done six | to attend” and “with the session's 
ven as ~ Inu é a S ,months before shown. end not too far distant interest will 

| 


| become so great that the House 
' gallery will not be large enough to 
: accommodate all the visitors.” 





For Key Post With MR&N crank MULLEN AS 


Ed Leftwich, technical director | 


KTTV CONSULTANT 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Norman Chandler has appeinted 





He will work!Frank Mullen as consultant on 
on such shows as “Bride- and KTTV operations. ! 
Groom” (CBS), “Live Like a Mil- iarize himself with operations tor 
lionaire” (CBS) and “Pet Parade”: the next few weeks. then remain 


He will famil- 


‘in an advisory capacity ¢ 
Mullen will have a say in ap 


} 


also consultant to WPIX, N. Y- 


last December, which calls for use , addition to acting as technical di-, where he spends a few days each 


of film and non-acting personnel | rector on the agency’s numerous | month. 


He is also a large stock- 


taking over some programs and. shows, he set up its experimental holder in Jerry Fairbanks produc- 


announcing duties, | film and TV studio, 


i tions, 


“ 


ni 
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TV'S OPEN SEASON FOR CRIBBING 


Clients Seen Sticking Thru Summer 
Rather Than Lose Time Franchises 


+ Fear of losing the time they now 


TV Networks Have More Clients 
Than Radio, Also Greater Diversity 


Television has developed a 
broader base of commercial spon- 
sorship than radio, which is ex- 
pected to give it greater stability 
than the aural medium. Network 
video now has one-third more 
bankrollers than network radio, 
and as a reslult the loss’ of com- 
mercials due to war production 
shifts or other economic vicissi- 
tudes is less likely to hurt TV than 
AM. 

On the four TV nets there were 
173 different sponsors, as of Feb. 1, 
compared with 129 in network AM, 
according to a survey made by 
ABC. These figures do not take 
into account local business or spot 
advertisers and list each backer 
once, although it may be picking up 
the tab for more than one show. 

One point indicated by this data 
is that in video there is less con- 
centration of network biz in the 
hands of a few big companies than 
there is in radio. This diversity 
of sponsorship neans that eco- 
nomic shakeups are less likely to 
disrupt the TV pattern. 

Another ienportant facet is that 


of the 173 network tele bankroll- | 


ers, 74 had not been in radio for 
at least five years. According to 
ABC-TV sales veepee Fred Throw- 
er this means that video is tapping 
new sources of broadcast revenue, 
developing sponsors—such as rug 
and brassiere firms—which are 
completely new to electronic media. 
For that reason, Thrower feels, the 
old theory that TV billings are 
taken out of AM budgets is dis- 
proved. Radio has little to fear 
from tele, according to Thrower, 


as long as video can bring in new | 


accounts. 

Overwhelming majority of spon- 
sors are on one network exclusive- 
ly. Of the 67 NBC-TV bankrollers, 





rE NEED FOR 





CLEARING HOUSE 


Television is stated to become a 
lawyers’ paradise unless some 
intra-industry method is found to 
halt the many cases of alleged 
plagiarism prevalent in the indus- 
try. That’s the opinion of TV pro- 
gram execs and packagers, who 
|claim they’re powerless to cope 
| with the problem because of the 
lack of any clearing-house system 
and the general laxity of copyright 
protection laws. 

Programmers claiming to have 
originated certain basic formats 
concede that some imitation must 
be expected. But, they maintain, 
there have been too many instances 
recent os where the simi- 
“ ’ ag arity is blatantly obvious, with 

You're not the type. some of the johnny-come-latelies 

'actually bragging that they have 
| “borrowed” from the original. Situ- 
ation, they aver, is running 
throughout the industry, from the 


Berle Calls Off 
lifting of a gag or a complete skit 
to the alleged piracy of an entire 
NBC Confabs On sez. 
| Format that’s copied most often, 


they point out, is that in which 

talent is brought on by some ama- 

Fx P t Pp _teur to compete for prizes. Original 
eC 0S ac _idea was reportedly conceived by 

| CBS producer Irving Mansfield for 

| Efforts of NBC and Milton Berle Arthur Godfrey's “Talent Scouts.” 


Too Virile? 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Add woes of the television 
thesp: 

After a long wait in a tele 
producer’s office, a well-known 
leading man finally got his 
chance to test for a 30-second 
commercial. Three times, with 
varying inflections, he read the 
line—“What lips! Boy, that’s 
some color.” 

Producer and casting direc- 
tor mulled it over. Fifteen min- 
utes later, the casting director 
rendered his verdict. 

“Sorry,” he sympathized. 

















to get together on a long-range | 
pact involving the comedian’s serv- | Millionaire,” 











Sugar Ray Tops Berle 
(Feb. Hooper Ratings) 
La Motta vs. Robinson. . 
Milton Berle ........... 
Fireside Theatre........ 
Phileo TV Playhouse.... 
Godfrey’s Talent Scouts. . 
Comedy Hour .......... 
Show of Shows......... 
6 | 
Cavalcade Sports (2/9).. 
Godfrey & Friends..... ‘ 
Your Hit Parade........ 
Mama 
MGI WORE 2.6 vicccececce 
Martin Kane «........<<+ 
Cavalcade Sports (2/2)... 


(BS ‘Show Goes 
Out’ Edict to ASR 
Stirs Client Beef 


Heated fight cropped up between 
CBS and American Safety Razor 


WWWWWWWWWW hh PUN 
1 1 OI 1) SI OO DD ™ GO wh & GO 
SHO PROHAOHAOH HWA] 











| Since then, the same network has | this week as a result of the web's | 
| offered shows such as “Live Like a request that the bankroller move , 
| in which a child | its Robert Q. Lewis-“Show Goes 
lices in a supervisory production | brings on his parents to perform, | On” program out of the Thursday | 


‘capacity and consultancy, reported- | 224 Morton Downey's “Star of the | night at 8:30 slot, where it has 


ily blew up last week in disagree- | 
|ment, and Berle is said to have | the family. 
‘called the whole thing off. | 


‘network execs had been going on | 


|Family,” in which a husband or | been aired since its launching. CBS 
| wife introduces the performer in | wants to preempt the time for the 
“Amos 'n’ Andy” video show, spon- 
Another oft-copied format is that | sored by Blatz Beer, which is slated 
Talks between Berle and the in which talent performs before a to tee off June 28. 

| panel of experts, who comment on | 


Spokesman for ASR told Variety 
..| their work. Credit for that one | this week that the company and | 
for some months, even pre-dating ‘also is said to belong to Mansfield |its agency, McCann-Erickson, are 


the Billy Rose overtures, with the | for his “This Is Show Business,” | fighting the move as unfair. He | 


hold on television stations through- 
| out the country may spur a num- 
| ber of video advertisers to remain 
| on the air throughout the summer. 
| With such station time currently 
| at a premium, network sales execs 
| are already warning their clients 
| that they can guarantee presently- 
| held franchises only on _ their 
| owned-and-operated outlets should 
| the clients decide to take a summer 
| hiatus. 

| Pitches being made by the sales 
| chiefs, coupled with the various 
summer incentive plans. being 
| worked out by the webs for their 
| sponsors, are expected to result in 
|more advertisers riding through 
'the summer this year than have 
done so in the past. Nets to date 
have little indication as to what 
the actual count of summer clients 
will be. They expressed uniform 
| optimism, however, that a number 
| of their biggest-spending advertis- 
| ers will be around during the usual 
hiatus period, even if it’s with 
lower-budgeted programs, in order 
to retain those local station fran- 
chises. 

Problem of the local stations, of 
course, is based primarily on the 
FCC freeze on new station con- 
struction, which has limited a num- 
ber of TV markets to one and 
two stations. With all four net- 
works bidding for time.on these 
outlets, the stations have been call- 
ing the turns and accepting only 
| the best offers from the webs. In 
|most instances, the program or 
network which was in the station 
| first has been able to stay. If such 
|a program takes a summer vaca- 
tion, there would be nothing to 
prevent the station from. selling 


(Continued on page 42) 





Figures for the other chains are: | few weeks back. |launched “You’re On Your Own,” | usual 13-week option cycles on the 


: | joni ; aired Sunday nights via CBS. Since | pointed out that under its contract | 

52 are on that web exclusively. | latter signing on the dotted line a ‘then, DuMont’s WABD (N. Y.) has | With the web, ASR is to enjoy the WWJ TV Preems 
hall 

CBS-TV, 41 out of 54; ABC-TV, 37 | 
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out of 47; and Dumont, 22 out of | 


27. 


Short Tempers In 
Studio Shift 


Constant shifting of television 
shows from one studio to another, 
because of the present cramped 
situation in New York, is proving a 
constant source of irritation to net- 
works and performers. Even a 
change in format, as, for example, 
with CBS’ “Sing It Again,” now 
that Jan Murray has gone in to give 
it more of a comedic pattern, ne- 
cessitates expanding to larger stage 
facilities. This, in turn, means 
“starting from scratch” right down 
the line, from familiarizing new 
backstage crews, to the scuttling 
of old tickets and printing new 
Ones, 

last week alone, CBS found it- 
self involved in the following 
round-robin of show shifts: 

_Sing It Again” from Playhouse 
No. 4 to Playhouse No. 3. 





Sam Levenson Show, from Play- | 


house No. 3 to Mansfield theatre. 
Frank Sinatra Show, from Mans- 
field theatre to Playhouse No. 4. 


COLGATE’S ‘STRIKE IT’ 
SET FOR SIMULCASTING 


CBS television is slated to wrap 
up another leg’ of 
expanding daytime programming 
early in April when “Strike It 
Rich” tees off as a simulcast in the 
430 to 5 p.m. period cross-the- 





its steadily- | 


NBC standoff, has not been made | 


clear. 


he'd be exclusively bound to NBC men,” in which a panel of males 
upon expiration of his present pact Offered ad lib criticism of the gals, 
with Texaco, which has another | (Continued on page 54) 

year to go. Contract would restrain | 


him from guesting on other net-— aa 
works (he’s been a frequent visi- | L | 
tor on the rival CBS spectrum in> - e S | 


Biz From the Boss 


|Murray and Frank Sinatra), and | 
L. Bamberger’s, Newark depart- 


henceforth he would have been): 
ment store which owns WOR-TY, 
will back an hour-long cross-the- 


_sold as an NBC package. 
i 
| ° 
The Act of Trying To | board stanza on the New York sta- 
° ‘tion. Show will demonstrate prod- 
Organize TV Flacks wc: 


and sell them by phone. 
Drive to organize television Unique aspect is that the airer is 
flacks, launched last week by the OP? for sale - ee ee 
‘legit union, Assn. of Theatrical = t = waa pee ete men 
‘Press Agents and Managers, is be- Procuc’s are Cemonstratec. 

ing fought by the Publicists Guild. 


Bamberger'’s, ‘ : 
Latter, which includes 110 pub- first broadcast back in February, 
‘licity men in the entertainment 


1922, is building a 200-seat audito- 
‘field (handling personalities, radio 











: Everybody Getting Into 





new stanza, which already has been 


_and tele shows, nightclubs, amuse- | auditioned for leading manufac- | 


ment parks, model agencies, etc.), : ; 
‘ ‘turers. Show will feature a name 
/has sent a letter to networks, sta- | emcee, guest stars and audience 


tions, agencies and indie packages participants, plus demonstrators 


contesting the ATPAM move-in. | : 

| Letter states: “We address our- and models to do the commercials. 
|selves to you now in the belief 
| that you may have gained an er- 
‘roneous impression that the 
|ATPAM is the only organization in 
‘the field of TV” concerned with | 
| publicists. 
| PG is griping because ATPAM | 
opened its own drive without con- | 
‘sulting the Guild on jurisdictional | Columbus, Feb. 27. 

‘borders. It feels it is now cover-; Roy Wilson, New York radio pro- 
‘ing “85% of the non-legit amuse- ducer and native of Columbus, has 


using an extension of the store’s 
system permitting customers to dial 
a local number in each commun- 
ity, thus avoiding toll charges. 


Roy Wilson to WLW-C 





It’s reported Berle was of-| before an advisory panel of guest 


from schools and colleges perform | newal is placed 30 days before he | F , 
~ School ‘Look-Ins 


fered $1,000,000 cushioned over a Celebs. Same station last week in- 
10-year period, during which time | troduced “Ladies Before Gentle- 


whence WOR-AM_ 


rium in the store to originate its | 


Merchandise will be sold by phone, | 


|piration. CBS claims to have the 


'same privilege to preempt the time 
; Slot on 30 days’ notice. 

| Show is slated to take a hiatus 
ithis summer, but ASR avers that, 
under standard practices, its option 
should be held for next fall so long 
as the 30-day notice is given before 
the vacation starts. So far, the 
ASR spokesman declared, CBS has 
offered no acceptable substitute 
time period. Sponsor reportedly is 
anxious to keep the show at all 
costs, preferably in its present slot, 
since it has virtually trebled the 
sale of its ASR Ascot lighters since 
it took over the Lewis program. 





| 
| 


j 


1,080-Ft. Tower (World’s 
Second Largest) to Serve 





WSB-TV; One Goes Begging 


Atlanta, Feb. 27. 

WSB-TV at present is in proc- 
ess of running tests on its 1,080- 
foot tower on Willoughby Road, 
which, according to present plans, 
_will replace its present 685-foot 
tower. 

This tower, world’s second tal- 
lest man-made structure (Empire 
State Bldg. is No. 1), weighs 430,- 
000 pounds, being set in 283,500 
pounds of steel-reinforced con- 
crete. It is 11 feet taller than 
|New York’s Chrysler Bldg. and 
1,062 feet of it is above ground. 
| Height above sea level is 2,033 
| feet. 
| Tower was originally built for 
| WCON-TV, owned by Constitution 
| Publishing Co., which also owned 
| and operated WCON-AM & FM, 
_ ABC outlet. WCON-TV never did 
get on the air. 


Just what's occasioned the Berle-| in which tyro acts recruited mainly | time, so long as an order for re- | 


Detroit, Feb. 27. 

Another education program has 
been added to the growing list 
presented by Detroit’s three televi- 
sion stations. Newest one, on 
WWJ-TV, will present once-weekly 
half-hour lookins on classrooms in 
‘Detroit public schools. The series 
will run 13 weeks. 

The title is “Attention Please.” 
Subjects scheduled are language, 
social studies, exact science, art, 
music, health and vocational edu- 


| cation. 


The programs will present class- 
room situations in this format: 


| Discussion to set the scene; show- 


ing of a film approved for class- 
room use; students’ reactions to the 
film; special activity relating to the 
subject discussed, and a _ special 
spot feature emphasizing such ac- 
tivities as getting ready for school. 
The new program marks WWJ- 
TV’s second entry into television- 
education. It pioneered in educa- 
tional telecasts last September by 
starting the heralded series orig- 
inating at the University of Michi- 
gan. WJBK-TV also has a two- 
pronged entry in the educational 
sweepstakes. It cooperates with 
Wayne University and the Univer- 
sity of Detroit. WXYZ-TV is tele- 
casting a program in cooperation 
with the University of Detroit. 


A&C’s Next a ‘Book’ Show 


Bud Abbott and Lou Costello 
will attempt to do a show with 
continuity for their second stint 
March 11 on NBC’s “Comedy 
Hour,” rather than the straight re- 





boar ‘ .|ment accounts in New York,” that returned here as program director; Early this year a new corpora- I 
rolled the "alts alien af “the ‘it never tried to invade legit of WLW-C, Crosley’s TV Colum- tion was formed under the title vue technique they used the first 
audience participationer for the and consequently that ATPAM bus outlet. Wilson takes over from Atlanta Newspapers, Inc., result- time. 


ast year, will also pick up the tab 
for TV. Esty agency represents 
the client. 


Show, which has Warren Hull as" 


emcee, was originally launched as 
a once-weekly offering on radio 
Sunday afternoons. It was subse- 
quently switched into the Monday- 
through-Friday slot, at which time 
Colgate came in as sponsor. 


'shouldn’t try to sew up the TV 
field without it. 


ATPAM, with the support of 


stronger chances of getting the 
video personnel it is going after. 
| Several members of PG are also in 


_ATPAM, which could have the ef- , 


‘fect of the two groups working out 
‘a joint deal 


other talent and craft unions, has , 


Tom Gleba, who resigned effective 
last Tuesday (20). 

Wilson headed his own produc- 
tion, brokerage and talent manage- 


a hitch with CBS, where he held 
the titles of productions manager, 
producer-director and __ business 
manager of CBS Artists’ Bureau in 
| succession. 


ment house in New York, following | 


Producer Charles Friedman re- 
turned last week from the Coast, 
where he set up an outline of the 
show with the comedy team. Fried- 
man is currently dickering with 
owned and operated WSB-TV and either Lily Pons or Rise Stevens 
' WSB-AM & FM, mouth pieces of to guest. He also produces the 
| NBC. , “Comedy Hour” stanza this Sunday 
| Under FCC duopoly regulations, (4) with Tony Martin, the Andrews 

(Continued on page 38) | Sisters and Milion Berle. 


_ing in merger of Constitution Pub- 
lishing Co. publisher of morning 
, paper, and Atlanta Journal Pub- 
| lishing Co., producer of an after- 
noon _ sheet. Latter company 
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LADIES BEFORE GENTLEMEN 

With Cara Williams, Steve Allen, 

Harvey Stone, Dick Joseph, Fred 

Robbins, Robert Sylvester, John 

Kullers: moderator, Ken Roberts 

Writers: Henry Misrock, Budd Get- 
h 


schal 
Producer: Misrock 
Director: Pat Fay 
30 Mins.; Wed., 10 p.m. 
FRIENDLY FROST-CROSLEY 
WABD, N. Y. 

(Getschal & Richard) 

“Ladies Before Gentlemen,” a 
new discussion show which began 
on WABD, N. Y., Wednesday night 
(21), adds up to a tepid imitation 


of NBC-TV’s “Leave It to the 
Girls.” Conceivably, a panel com- 
posed of men instead of women 
can toss around problems submit- 
ted to it with equal verbal grace 
and agility. But, unfortunately, 
the participants on the preem 
Jacked spontaneity and a crackling 
approach to the several posers put 
beiore them. 

Program’s format calls for a gal, 
who's seated on a pedestal, to de- 
fend the woman’s point of view. 
Failing to counteract the augu- 
ments of the male panel on a ques- 
tion, she loses her perch. As the 
femme on the pillar, blonde Cara 
Williams was amply beauteous. But 
she showed little imagination and 
mental resourcefulness in coping 
with the submitted problems. 

For that mater the panel mem- 
bers, who comprised Dick Joseph, 
travel editor of Esquire mag; Fred 
Robbins, disk jockey; Robert Syl- 
vester, N. Y. Daily News drama 
reporter, and actor John Kullers, 
didn't fare much better in probing 
the posers. Typical of the prob- 
Jems was one laid before the group 
by CBS comedian Steve Allen. His 
wife has a Diogenes complex— 
should he tell her the truth about 
a new dress? 

Neither Allen‘nor comic Harvey 
Stone ‘who also had a problem) 
showed much animation as the lay- 
out’s top guests. Ken Roberts, 
however, was capable as the mod- 
erator while plugs for Friendly 
Frost, a Brooklyn appliance store, 
and Crosley radio and TV were 
relatively modest. Crosley product 
a'so came in for a puff via table 
radios awarded to the individuals 
who contribbed questions.: 

Before “Ladies Before Gentle- 
men” can offer much competition 
to “Leave It to the Girls” its pro- 
ducer will have to whip up a panel 
with more wit, finesse and adroit- 
ness. Femme pedestal occupant 
can also stand a similar improve- 
ment. A better advance screening 
of the queries likewise is in order. 

. Gilb. 


MARCH OF TIME THROUGH 

THE YEARS 
With John Daly, others 
Producers: Arthur Tourtellot, Dick 

Krolik 
D'rector: Tom Buscemi 
Writer: Lilian Rixey 
39 Mins.: Fri., 10 p.m. 

CHASE NATIONAL BANK 
WIZ-TV, New York 
(Hewitt, Ogilvy, Benson & Mather) 

This stanza, which preemed on 
W.Z-TV last week and is being 
syndicated to other ABC-TV affil- 
jates for sponsorship by local 
banks, has a potential draw. but 
the opener made a weak show. 
Basically it's a means of salvaging 
o'd “March of Time” ree's. Each 
week one is screened with John 
Da'y and a couple of guests sup- 
posedly viewing it in a projection 
room set. Three or four times 
during the course of the feature 
the pie is interrupted for queries 
by Daly and comment by the ex- 
peris. 

On the initialer, the MOT sub- 
ject was “Newsfronts of War— 
1940,” which was released in No- 
vember, 1939. The look at his- 
tory which the pie provided was 
inic ‘esting but limited, inasmuch 
as it was dated. Since it was pro- 
cuccd before American participa- 
tien in World War II and in the 
period of the Nazi-Soviet non-ag- 
Fression pact. 
much historical perspective. The 
esmments by Time-Life chief 
correspondent Manfred Gottfried 
and Life photog David Douglas 
Duncan. who tried to relate the 


secncs of the o!d reel to current. 


problems, didn't successfully ex- 
pain the influence of the past 
events on today's developments. 


Frequent switching from the old 
pic. With its soundtrack ‘by West- 
rook Van Voorhees) intact. to 
the gabbers resultea in a 
jointed effect. 


More editing needs to be done 
on the old pix. Big segment on 
the Associated Press in the first 
short had little significance tor 
today’s viewers. Stanza is done 
on film; with only two cameras 
used on the commentators _ it 
didn’t produce the best results. 
In transmission the shading was 
off and the photographic quality 
thereby suffered. Bril. 


dis- 


| Versailles, Ne Se 


‘basically effete concept of cafe 


it didn't provide’ 


| CELEBRITY NIGHT 
| With Bili Stern, Candy Jones, em- 
| ecees; others 


‘Director: Bill Harbach 

'30 Mins.; Sun., 10:30 p.m. 

LOCAL HUDSON DEALERS 
WNBT, N. Y. 

| (Frook, Smith, French&Dorrance ) 
| This show, originating from the 
nitery, is ap-| 
‘parently NBC’s answer to CBS’! 
.“Stork Club” in that it has a male | 
and female emcee parading around | 
the room interviewing celebs at 
the ringside. While like the “Stork” | 
show, it serves to perpetuate the | 


society, Bill Stern and Candy | 
Jones in the emcee roles managed | 
to confine their interviews to legit | 
personalities in sports and show) 
biz. General public interest In 
such celebs should draw viewers 
for the show. 

Technically, the program ran 
into a number of roadblocks which | 
require extreme care if they’re to 
be ironed out. Because of the com- 
paratively narrow confines of the 
Versailles and the crowd in the, 
room, the cameras found it almost | 
impossible to maneuver. As a re- 
sult. viewers saw almost as much 
of the cameramen getting in front 
of each other as they did of the 
performers. In addition, with Stern 
and Miss Jones working with sep- 
arate mikes in different corners of | 
the room, the cutovers were some- 
times missed. At the end, in fact, | 
the audio engineer had them talk- 
ing simultaneously—and not in 
unison. 

Producer George Wallach lined 
up a representative group of top- 
name celebs for the preem, in- 
cluding Joan Edwards ‘who opens 
at the Versailles tonight ‘Wed.), 
Fave Emerson and Skitch Hender- 
son, Carol Bruce and her husband, 
Barney Ross, with Donna Mason, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jackie Robinson, Nat 
Holman ‘(CCNY basketball coach), 
Gypsy Markoff and Carlos Hat- 
vary, Mickey Wagstaff (mother of 
Jinx Falkenburg), Nancy Chaffee 
(new indoor women’s tennis champ) 
and Robert, the Versailles’ maitre. 
Three models, Terry Philips, Phyl- 
lis Drake and Phyllis Riggs, partic- 
ipated in a beauty contest ‘they all 
won), but the idea of turning them 
over to a trio of paraplegic vets for 
dates the rest of the evening 
seemed in poor taste, the way it 
was handled. 

Stern handled himself with au- 
thority, posing interesting ques- 
tions for the guests to answer. Miss 
Jones, however, emerged as too 
talky and unfamiliar with her 
guests. ‘For example, she asked 
Miss Edwards about her Versailles 
opening, “What are you going to 
do?” Which brought back a par- 
tially tart rejoinder from the 
vocalist, “I’m going to dance.’’) 
Holman explained how it’s possible 
for a basketball coach to miss the 
fact that his players might be 
tossing a game and Miss Emerson 
jabbed back at N. Y. Journal- 
American columnist Jack O'Brian 
who's been berating her for her 
low-cut gowns on TV. 

Stern did a neat job with the 
Hudson commercials. Group of 
four local Hudson dealers were 
slso present at ringside to pitch 
for their product. Stal. 


CHARM TIME 

With the Ruth Duncan Quintet, 
Andy Raffa, Courtney Wright, 
Harry Volpe; announcer, Cliff 
Owen 

Director: Mel London 

30 Mins.; Sun., 4 p.m, 

R. M. LARIA & CO. 

WOR-TV, N. Y. 


“Charm Time.’ a_ half-hour 
musical variety show which got 
underway Sunday afternoon (25) 


on WOR-TV, N. Y., is lightweight 
fare built around the Ruth Dun- | 
can Quintet, singers Andy Raffa 
and Courtney Wright, and guitarist | 
Harry Volpe. Most viewers will | 
probably find the program mild- | 
ly diverting but not sufficiently | 
strong to prompt them to make a 
point of tuning it in. 

An attempt is made to give the 
session some visual values. But 
unfortunately, an abundance of 
musie causes the show to resemble | 
a radio stanza more than a TV 
program. Some imagination whs 
shown in the production  back- | 
grounds handed Raffa and Miss | 
Wright for their duet stints. Their 
“Just in Love” number, for ex- 
ample, had the songstress peering | 
through a window. Other ditties 
were also dressed up well. 

Duncan Quintet, an all-femme 
group, did a competent job 
und Miss Duncan fingered a 
fair interpretation of Rach- 
maninoff’s - “Piano Concerto.” | 
Volpe strummed an okay guitar) 
solo. Plugs for the food products 
of R. M. Laria & Co. were handled | 
by announcer Cliff Owen. ‘La’ 
Quisita” olive oil, “Mrs. Dixon’s” | 
preserves and jellies, and ‘‘Colon- | 
ina” cheese made a big mouthful, 
but Owen managed a full ce scrip- 
,tion without getting indigestion, 
i Gilb, 


| 
| 
| 
! Producer: George Wallach 
| 


, Parliament Cigarettes, 

















JOHN TILLMAN 


Seen daily by MORE people in the 
metropolitan area than any other 
TV NEWS REPORTER 
TOMORROW'S NEWS—Vim Stores 





TELEDPIX NEWSREET—Con Kdi- 
son, 
TELEVIEWS OF THE NEWS— 


WPIX 








OH, KAY! 

With Kay Westfall, David LeWin- 
ter, Jim Dimitri, Mary Ellen 
White; guests 

Producer-director: Dan Schuffman 

Writer: Bill Adams 

30 Mins.: Sat., 10 a.m. 

ABC-TV, from Chicago 
Populated by a group of friend- 

ly people. this new ABC venture 

should shake down. into a fairly 
diverting half hour once the regu- 
lars learn to relax to match the 
show's informal format. Actually 
the program would benefit from’ 
some production tightening which 
will probably ensue when the cast 
loosens up somewhat. Femcee Kay 

Westfall projects the requisite, 

charm. without being cloying, and 

David LeWinter, Pump Room ba- 

toner. making his first regular tee- 

vee appearance looms as a strong 


,asset with his easy manner. Show! 


is laid out in a lush apartment set! 
that will add values once the 
camera crew finds its wav around. 

Preem (24) was slightly out of 
balance with two musical numbers 
slotted early in the show. Appar- 
ently a later tune got crowded out 
due to overlong chatting with the 
guests. Singer Jim Dimitri, regu- 
Jar member of the cast. had some 
trouble getting with LeWinter’s 
piano backgrounding. His baritone 
was not displayed at its best in a 
too-slow version of “I Only Have 
Eves for You.” Bouncev “TI Can't 
Give You Anything But Love” 
came off better. 

Interview portions were pretty 
fluffy. Guest Florence Bourke Ellis, 
no stranger to tele cameras, came 
in for a good femme-angled bit 
as she exchanged ancedotes with! 
Miss Westfall. Also okay was hos-! 
tess’ visit with lecturer Burton: 
Holmes who scored with some’ 
nostalgic notes about old-time 
Chicago. But both segments 
needed editing to rate as network. 
fare. ; 

Touch of realism was added to 
the apartment setting with Mary | 
Ellen White popping in for “room- | 
mate” interruptions. Dave, 








= 





8 P.M. on TV 


Eight at night is gradually 
hecoming top viewing time on 
a practically  cross-the-board 
basis. as witness the curtain- 


raiser on NBC's. “Saturday 
Night Revue” and the com- 


peting Ken Murray show on 
CBS: or again the NBC Sun- 
dav “Colgate Comedy Hour” 
with its competitive “Toast of 
the Town” on CBS; or yet 
again the Milton Berle Tues- 
day frolic. and the “Four Star 
Theatre” NBC Wednesday 
series. And now it’s the Mon- 
dav at 8 “Speidel Time” on 
NBC. which ean take its right- 
ful place in pernetuatineg the 
“cream aspects” of the 8 
o'clock time segment. 

An offshoot of the ‘What’s 
My Neme” oldie. “Speidel 
Time” has now been whipped 
into a fullblown comedy-mu- 
sic production under the ex- 
pert directorial - production 
reins of Sherman Marks, with 
the slick talents of Paul Win- 
chell and his Jerry Mahoney 
alter ego integrated into the 
overall quiz-entertainment pat- 
tern. Last Monday night's 
(26) show was par for the re- 
cent course. which means sock 
values. The Winchell - Ma- 
honey dentist chair bit. the Al! 
Schacht baseball buffoonery | 
contrib fas the lead-in to a 
“What's My Name” poser), 
plus the vw: riegated dancing- 
cine tne e'ements made “* 
topflight video, Rose. 


! 


: Telecruise,” 


|former AM and TV shows. 
| Sets 
salon, to furnish background for 


1 suckle 


, local 


Family Theatre’ Sets 


Ruth Hussey. 


ip 


Too Much Borscht? 


There is some hinterland TV trade and audience ovinion that 


there’s too much borscht tinting the TV comedians. 


It may be a 


point well taken. The Catskill Mt. resort-trained comics are com. 


ing into their own in vaudeo, and 
area has almost 50° 


while the New York metropolitan 


of the 10,000,000 TV sets in U. S. homes 


today, there is still a sizable audience away from a melting pot 


metropolis like Gotham. 


The comics, networks, admen and producers combined might 
well alert themselves against any inclination to slip into Lindy's 


patois. 


is. Jack Benny and Eddie Cantor are two prime examples of 
consistent good taste in skirting dialectic boobytraps. 


If Benny 


wants it, he enlists Mr. Kitzel (Artie Auerbach). There’s no prob- 
lem when Sam Levenson or “The Goldbergs” are as frank in their 


idiom as “Mama” is in its Norwegian derivation. 
asides that must be watched. They don’t belong in TV. 


It’s those nitery 
Abel. 








|S. S. TELECRUISE 
| With Jack Steck; Eddie Roecker, 


Carol Wynne, Dave Appell trio, 
Bon Bon, Thomas Cannon ballet 
Producer: Jack Steck 


Director: Walter Wagenhurst 


120 Mins., Sat., 8:30 a.m. 
WFIL-TV, Philly 


, Sustaining 


Jack Steck, production and pro- 
gram manager for WFIL-TV, has 
launched a two-hour jaunt, “S, S. 
apparently 
up from segments of his many 
Basic 
bridge and 


are the ship’s 


regulars and guests. For a change 


of scene, some numbers are played 


against photographic backdrop— 
an enlargement of a film still shot. 
Steck is a veteran navigator at this 
sort of thing—dating back to his 


,radio program of a couple decades 
| ago, “‘S. S. All-In-Fun”; 
i filled the video voyage with the 


and he has 


same familiar, tried-and-true gim- 
micks, 

Features include interviews with 
guests at “Cap'n Jack’s” table and! 
audience participation gags for the 
benefit of the passengers (Phila- 
delphia clubwomen); talent oppor- 
tunities for business men and 
women with an urge to become en- 
tertainers, and a “Ship's Ex- 
change,” in which articles are of- 
fered to. stay-at-homes to be 
swapped for items of similar value. 
Interested viewers use the “ship- 
to-shore” telephone. 


To tie the stints together there 
is “social director’? Eddie Roecker, 
whose baritone is one of the show's 
main assets. Among the audience 
participation gags are a_ shuffle-| 
board game, three women punch- 
ing their wa) out of paper bags, 


and another trio of ladies in a 
balloon inflating race — all .of 
which could have been thro&n 


overboard. 

Guests on the opener were a 
Philly business man, with a hobby 
of collecting unusual pipes, and Al 


(Stump) Russell, composer and 
musician. Russell injected a solid 
‘moment by singing to his own 
piano accompaniment “720 in the 
Book.” He also clicked with a 
plug for his new composition, 
“Paper Boy.” The Dave Appell 


Trio (guitar, bass and piano) cur- 
rently at Big Bill's nitery, came 
through with an okay instrumental 
and vocal on “Brother Bill” and 
set up the accompaniment for 
chirper Carol Wynne (“Harbor 
Lights”) and Bon Bon (‘Honey- 
Rose” & “Tennessee 
Waltz’). 

Cannon ballet is par only from 
viewpoint and photography 
didn’t help them much. Cameras 
should be able to focus better on’! 
group of four, as end dancers al- 
ways had parts missing. Section 
ot program that -ooks to be fixture 
is the “all-request” segment, with 
members of studio or home audi- 
ence having fave numbers played 
or sung by cast. 

Steck obviously 


aims to have 


‘flexible format, as he asks for sug- 
‘gestions and comments. 
‘hand and well liked in these parts, 
Steck should have everything ship- 
'shape in a few more sailings, and | 


An old 


the two-hour time = spread will 
cover a lot of latitude in the way 
of participating sponsors. Just at 
present, “Cap'n Jack's’ principal 
need is a compass. Gagh. 





60-Min. Easter Vidpic. 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
“Hill Number One,’ an hour-long 
vidfilm depicting the first Easter, 
will be made by Jerry Fairbanks 
Productions for beaming on all 
telestatiogs Easter Sunday.  Pro- 
duced by Rev. Father’ Patrick 
Peyton, it will be the third “Family 
Theatre” video program, others 
having been “The Triumphant 
Hour” and “The Joyful Hour.” 
Only cast name set thus far is 
Arthur Pierson will 
direct and James D. Roche will 
pen the screenplay which will have 
an Army chaplain in Korea telling 
the story of the Resurrection. 


whipped | 


‘dled 





SING IT AGAIN 
With Jan Murray, emcee: Alan 

Dale, Judy Lynn, the Riddlers 

(4), Jack Stanton & Betty Lus- 

ter, Ray Bloch’s orch; Hal 

Simms, announcer 
Producer: Herb Moss 
TV Director: Bob Bleyer 
AM Director: Bruno Zirato, Jr. 
60 Mins.; Saturday, 10 p.m. 
Participating 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

Coincident with Jan Murray's 
takeover of the emcee chores on 
“Sing It Again,’ CBS simulcast, 
the web preemed a new format 
for the show Saturday night (24), 
It's still an audience participation 
giveaway with the “Phantom 


_ Voice” angle, but the stress now is 


placed on the studio contestants 
rather than the home audience for- 
merly contacted by phone. Move 
Was apparently taken to give Mur- 
ray, who replaced Dan Seymour, 
more of a chance for his ad lib wit. 

So much of the give-and-take 
between Murray and the con- 
testants looked and sounded like 


planted material, however, that 
much of the impact was de- 
teriorated. In addition, elimina- 


tion 


moved much of the suspense for- 
merly associated with the show. 
With its combined emphasis on au- 
dience participation, comedy, va- 
riety, etc., the new format seemed 
confused, evidencing it will need 
considerable polish and_ shaking 
down. 

Murray, for the most part, han- 
himself adequately but 
showed a slight tendency to force 
both his gags and his laughter. 
Variety of studio contestants indi- 
cated they were carefully screened 
prior to air time, which was all to 
the good. But some of their re- 
partee with Murray sounded a 
little too pat. Under the new ftor- 
mat, Murray makes four calls to 
home viewers ‘or listeners) during 
the show, giving each a crack at 
the “Voice.” If none catches it, 
the studio winners ‘each of whom 
gets a $50 bond as a prize) tries 
for the $1,000 at the finale. 

Best part of the show continues 
to be the supporting talent and 
the skits they work out to re- 
written lyrics on pop tunes. Sing 
ers Alan Dale and Judy Lynn dis- 
played personable talent and 
dancers Jack Stanton and Betty 
Luster registered solidly with their 
work. Riddlers. a vocal group, also 
scored. Ray Bloch and his orch, 
as usual, backed the show excel- 
lently. Stal. 





KID GLOVES 
With Bill Sears, 
Frank Goodman 
30 Mins.; Sat., 7:30 p.m. 
Sustaining , 
CBS-TV, from Philadelphia _ 
“Kid Gloves” is an appropriate 
title for this show which has been 
extended to the CBS network after 
clicking over the WCAU outlet in 
Philly. Airer is based on a series 
of boxing bouts between young- 
sters ranging from three years up- 
wards with the kids providing 
many amusing sequences. This has 
been standard newsreel feature 
material for years and is equally 


John DaGroza, 


effective over video. 


Any objections that this show 


‘tends to encourage kids to commit 


mayhem upon each other is elim!- 
nated. The bouts are apparently 
regulated in a manner which 
eliminates the possibility of any 
kid getting a beating that couldn't 
be easily absorbed by that kind of 
juve resiliency. The rounds are 
of 30 seconds duration with 30 sec- 
onds in between. If one kid lets 
out with a flurry of fists, the ret- 
eree separates them. No harm 1S 
done and the only effect is that 
the kids are winded at the con- 
clusion of the tiffs. 

Between bouts, Pennsylvania 
boxing commissioner John Da- 
Grosa and Bill Sears conduct gab- 
fests. Sears also handles the blow- 
by-blow description in a_ semi* 
serious style. It’s a cute show 11 


which the kids get a chance sae 
work off their excess energy under 
favorable conditions. 


Herm. 


mn of the accumulated jackpot. 
‘prize for a top award of $1,000 re- 
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‘QUAKER CITY TWINS’ TV CLICK 





‘Tnequities’ in New NARTB Dues 


Structure Stirs Up Some Stations 


Several 
raising objections to the new dues 
structure announced by the TV} 
hoard of National Assn. of Radio 
and Television Broadcasters. These 
outlets have said they won't join 
the industry body because of “in- 
equities” in the dues setup and 
because they feel they won't get 
enough out of the association to 
warrant the high nick. —~ 

Whether the opposition will put 
a crimp in NARTB’s plans is still 
ioo early to determine, since wires 
announcing the dues format and 
application blanks went out only 
last week. Those beefing at the 
fiscal situation represent some of 
thethe sore influential video oper: | 
ators. | 

In answer to the objections, 
WOR-TV (N. Y.) topper Eugene 
Thomas, chairman of the NARTB 
tele board, said that the dues pic- 
ture is both fair and realistic. Be- 
cause it’s based on a monthly con-} 
tribution of each station’s highest 
published five-minute rate, Thomas | 
said, it reflects each outlet’s earn- | 
ing power, circulation and other | 
factors. He pointed out that the| 
rate card approach had been tested | 
by the Television Broadcasters 
Assn. 
mittees working on ASCAP and 
excise tax matters. 

While the NARTB had explored 


| 


_ various dues schemes in its Florida 


and Chicago meetings, the only 
alternative method that had re- 
ceived any important support was 
basing the fee on a _ percentage 
of gross income. That suggestion 
was dropped because a station's 
gross isn’t a matter of public rec- 
ord, while the rate-card system 
makes it simple to compute dues 
collections in advance and easy to 
administer the setup, the dues com-~ 
mittee feels. 
Network Load 

Although there may be some 
gripes that the networks aren't 
paying as much as they can afford, 
via their flat $100 monthly dues 
bite, NARTB heads believe that 
the webs will carry their full share 
of the load if they bring in all 


(Continued on page 42) 


Popular Science 





TV Tint Shorts 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
Package of 85 ‘Popular Science” 


Magnacolor one - reelers which 
Jerry Fairbanks originally made 


for Paramount release has been 
acquired for distribution by Toby 
Anguish for $500,000. Anguish re- 
ported Paramount was bought out 
of the deal. 

Films, all made in the last seven 


years, will be distributed by An-. 


suish and his partner Elliott 
Hyman with Fairbanks participat- 
ing in the profits. Gayne Whit- 
man, who narrated the entire 
Series, has been signed to do addi- 
tional scenes, this time visual, so 
the shorts can be stretched to fill 
a quarter-hour segment. 

Fairbanks releasing deal with 
Paramount was terminated two 
years ago, reportedly because the 
producer was entering the tele- 
film production field. At the time 
ihe contract was ended, Fairbanks 
Was starting the “Public Prose- 
cutor” vidpix series. 





N-K Renews Downey 
‘Family’ Show on CBS-TV 


When Nash-Kelvinator an- 
nounced cancellation of its “Nash 
Airflyte Theatre” on CBS-TV last 
Week, there was some apprehension 
that the N-K sponsors’ compan‘on 
show on Columbia, “Star of the 
Family,’ with Morton Downcy, 
Would iteo gct the axe. 

fiowever, web. spirits perked 
ov the weekend, when the N:sh- 
Kevvinator boys esme throvrh vith 
# renewal for another 13-week ride. 


important stations are? 


|Fish, Jr., 


and by the industry com-| 





Liv-TY Ups Kingsley 


Walter Kingsley has been upped 
to New York sales manager of Ziv 
Television. 

Other personnel changes at Ziv 
T ” include: account exec Robert E. 
Carroll, transferred from Atlanta 
to Cleveland-Detroit; Charles R. 
named account exec 
for New England; B. Grenshaw 
Bonner, new account exec for At- 
lanta; Jack Holmes, appointed ac- 
count exec headquartering in Ft. 


area; and Arthur 
Breider, transferred from Cleve- 
land to Cincinnati. 


Video's Right To 
Cover Hearings 
Stirs Debat 


St. Louis, Feb. 27. 
Important question of televi- 
sion’s right to cover public hear- 
‘ings, raised by refusal of a witness 
to testify before a Congressional 
committee here because video was 
covering the sessions, is causing 





legal speculation. However, Sen. 
Estes Kefauver, of the Senate 
Crime Investigating Committee, 


‘feels that TV is a recognized me- 
dium of public information as much 


as radio, and will ask Congress | 


to cite the witness for contempt. 
Senator gave TV the right to cover 
sessions which opened m Los An- 
| geles this week. 

Witness was James J. Carroll, na- 
tionally known betting expert. who 
refused to testify Saturday (24) as 
long as the TV cameras were in 

,action. His attorney said that TV 
is “an invasion of his privacy. He 


may be ridiculed and embarrassed | 


as a result.” 

| Kefauver stated that no other 
witness has refused to testify be- 
| case of the AM, TV, newsreel and 
| press photographer coverage and 
| that Carroll wasn’t entitled to spe- 
‘cial privileges. 

Case is arousing interest of legal 
eagles, some of whom feel the 
lights, cameras (both newsreel and 
_tele) and general “hubbub” may 
| rattle witnesses. Case may develop 

into a legal test of video's rights 
in covering a public hearing along 
with other communications media. 

Kefauver announced he will ask 


Attorney General J. Howard Mc- | 


,Grath for an opinion on TV's right 
‘to report hearings and added he 
| had no doubt that McGrath would 
uphold his view. 

Meanwhile, delegates to the 
' American Bar Assn. meeting in Chi 
said that the issue involves a Con- 
stitutional point which should ulti- 
mately be decided by the Supreme 
Court. 


P&G WANT ANOTHER 
~ TV SOAP OPERA ON CBS 


Procter & Gamble is dickering 
, with CBS for. a second daytime 
‘television soap opera on the web. 
Sponsor reportedly wants the 2:45 
to 3 p.m. cross-the-board _ slot, 
which would give it a show back 








| Years,” aired now from 2:30 to 
| 9:45, 

Biow agency is repping P&G on 
the new deal. “Hundred Years” is 
handled by Benton & Bowles. 





Cincinnati — Appointment — of 
George Baker as an administrative 
assistant in charge of WLW-T hard 
goods sales, effective March 1, has 
been announced by John T. Mur- 
phy, director of Crosley Broadcasl- 
ing Corp. TV operations. He will 


eoordinate with William McClus- | 


key, se'es moaaver of WLW-T, and 
Jack Zinscimeier, CBC merchan- 
dising director. 
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| Worth; Ted Rosenberg, taking over | 
| Philly - Baltimore - Washington - 
, Richmond 


PAY 
THORNBURGH Ot 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 

Just as Cincy’s WLW has its Cros- | 
ley Twins, (Jim Shouse and Bob} 
Dunville), who have served notice 
to “watch our TV speed” in dupli- 
cating their fabulous AM success, 
so, too, has Philly become con- 
scious of their Quaker City coun- 
terpart — the Don Thornburgh- 
Charlie Vanda administrative-pro- 
' gramming teamup that’s parlaying 
| WCAU and WCAU-TV into a 














| 





TOR WANT |, Moratorium on College Grid Video 


Premature, Webs to Tell NCAA 





b] e 
Hope’s TV Lineup 
Chicago, Feb. 27. 

Bob Hope’s next stint on NBC’s 
“Comedy -Hour” for Frigidaire is 
set for April 8. Hugh Davis, Foote, | 
Cone & Belding veepee, wrapped | 
up the guest talent slated to ap- 
pear on the show last week during 

trips to N. Y. and the Coast. 
Due to join Hope are Rex Harri- 
son, Lili Palmer. Janis Paige, 


‘unique operation. {Arthur Treacher and Sugar Chile 


casters who came out of the west 
less than two years ago (Thorn- 


These are the brace of broad-' Robinson. 





+ Final decision on how much col- 
| lege football television will be per- 


mitted next season is expected to 


; result from a meet of the video 
committee of the National Col- 
legiate Athletic Assn. in Chicago 


tomorrow (Thurs.) and Friday. Net- 
works, informally invited by the 
NCAA to send representatives to 
the meet, hope to be able to con- 
vince the college athletic leaders 
that the proposed year-long mora- 
torium on TV football coverage is 
premature. 


NCAA proposal for the mora- 


'torium was adopted by the associa- 


tion at its annual meeting in Dal- 
Resolution was de- 


| 
_ye é * las in January. 
burgh relinquishing his role as | signed to permit a full study of the 
| Hollywood Boss Man for CBS to. lg X ell S S |results of TV on football gate re- 


|take over the WCAU administra- 
tive reins following bowout of the 
Levy Bros., and Vanda, reestablish- 
ing a two-man association dating 
| back to 1935, moving in 14 months 
|ago as TV director). The results 
‘since the reunion speak for them- 
selves, breaking down into the fol- 
lowing approximations: 

(1) It took TV, and to a great 
measure the programming innovat- 


ceipts in the past and also to fur- 


‘ . |nish a basis of comparison with 
the upcoming season, when there 
rl an G | would be no TV whatsoever. Num- 


Despite Squawks 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 
As expected, 


the Big 10 ex-| 


ber of member colleges, led by the 
| Univ. of Pennsylvania, reportedly 
hope to sell TV rights to their 
home games in 1951 regardless, 
: which means they would be fac- 


{ing the threat of expulsion from 


'the NCAA. In addition, bills are 


pending in the legislatures of eight 


to back with its “First Hundred | 


ed by Vanda, to take the curse off 
that ‘Philly folds at 10 p. m.” long- 
| standing bromide. Whether indoors 
or outdoors. this is a TV-happy 
' city, with WCAU’s video day alone 
' spanning 17 hours from 9 a. m. to 
'2 a. m. 

(2) There is a realization within 
TV circles of Philly’s new sphere 
, of influence as an originating cen- 
tre, again thanks to a Vanda-Thorn: 
burgh pooling of minds, for out of 
WCAU-TV now comes such net- 
work items as the Vanda-created 
“Big Top Show,” which carries the 
Sealtest sponsorship banner; 
“Grand Chance Roundup” and 
“Kid Gloves.” (The new NBC 
Susan Peters daytime TV show will 
also have a Philly origination 
when it .bows next week; in this 
instance an expedient precipitated 
by the shortage of studio facilities 
in N. Y., but overall reflecting the 
Philly production upbeat). Philly 
in the AM-only days never shared 
such production stature. 

(3) Just as he was a Coast counter- 
part of Schenley’s Man of Distinc- 
tion, Thornburgh has entrenched 
himself solidly within the commu- 
nity framework of Philly, with a 
like integration of the station into 
the civic pattern. Thus he was 
chosen recently by the Philadel- 
phia Junior Chamber of Commerce 


tended its ban on live telecasting 
|of its football games for the 1951 
| season. Action was taken at the 
| winter meeting of the midwestern 
‘collegiate conference’s athletic and 
| faculty reps here last week. 
| There were indications that the 
growing public dissatisfaction with 
, the league’s arbitrary stance 
| against video is making itself felt. 
The tele. ban failed to garner a 
;unanimous tally and_ reportedly 
caused lengthy wrangling at the 
closed sessions. The confcrence 
nabobs agreed to vermit further 
testing of teevee in controlled ex- 
periments with the cooperation of 
,; the National Collegiate Athletic 
Assn., which last January set a 
year’s moratorium on_- gridiron 
: lensing. 

No plans for the “experiments” 
were outlined at the confab. 


TV will again come in for consid- | 
eration. United Paramount Thea- | 
_tres’ Robert O’Brien was s'ated io 
attend the meet, but had to caneel | 
‘out because of the press of other 
biz. The conference and UPT last 
year conducted a test run of big 
screen football telecasts in De- 
troit and Chicago theatres, using 
U. of Illinois and U. of Michigan 
games. 

The league may also set up a 


to present that group’s annual few “test telecasts” on commercial 
award to “Philadelphia's Young Video next scason, ostensibly to 
Man of the ¥ear.” He is today a Sather more data on the effocis 
prominent member of the board Of TV on the gate. But these iso- 
of directors of the Y.M.C.A., Phila- lated = “controlled — experiments 


(Continued on page 42) 





Garroway in Daytime 
'TVer Mulled by Armour 


| —If Okay by Congoleum 
! Armour, which sponsors Dave 
! Garroway’s morning strip on NBC, 
is mulling plans to bankroll a day- 
time teevee show featuring the 
‘low-pressured gabber. Packer's in- 
terest in a tele spread for Garro- 
way reportedly springs from the 
success of his AM airer on which 
Dial soap is plugged. Video strip 
will be on NBC. 

Armour is expected to make its 
decision this week. Anv deal will 
likely require an okay’ from 
Congoleum-Nairn, who sponsors 
Garroway’s Sunday night show, 


Curtiss Candy to Back 
Harpy Felten ‘Gang’ Shew 


Curtiss Candy has signed to back 
“Happy Felton’s Knot-hole Gang” 
on WO”-TV, N. Y., preceding tie 
Brooklyn Dodger balleasis. 

Soenser will promote the airer 
hesvily, toking a big section of 
Es':tis Field fer kids ove doy a 
pit of the beildue for 





wy ‘- 
. 


jthe airer. Agency is C. L. Miller. | 


| may also serve to relieve some of 
‘the pressure that’s been mounting 
{to force the state-supporied schoois 
lin the conference to permit live | 
{cameras in their stadia. 

The arrangemcnt for some of 
these test games may be workcd 
j;out next weckend, when reps from | 
‘the four networks meet here with 
‘the NCAA TV commiitee. Fact 
'that the athlctic group has agreed 
'to confer with the web officials on 
|the thorny situation could indi- 
‘cate a willingness to back‘rack 
‘somewhat from a negative posi- 
tion. 
_ A “spokesman” from the Big 10 
(Continued on page 30) 





j “ 


BALTIN RESIGNS TBA 


70 JOIN SCREEN G°MS 


Will Paltin, who hes served as 
secretary-treasurer of the Tele- 
vision Broadesast*rs Assn. since its 
inception in 1944, bos resigned to 
| join Screen Gems, vidco subsidiary 
of Columbia Pictures. 

Baltin will produce and act as 
general sales monater for a series 
of films cailed “Disk Jockey TV 
Toons.” bescd on a format which 
he evolved. Films will be esnccinl- 
Iv made to synchronize with the 
playing of st ard records, me'<- 
ing possib'e @ \ jockey shor s on 
TV. “olin joins Screen Gems 
March 12, 


different states to force colleges to 
permit TV. : 

Consensus among the video net- 
works, as revealed by a VARIETY 
roundup this week, is that they'll 
consent to go along with the NCAA 
on any controlled experimentation 
but that they must have wider lati- 
tude than that proposed by the as- 
sociation in order to make the test- 
ing worthwhile. Webs are ex- 
pected to propose some system of 
televising outside a 75-mile radius 
of the game’s origination, such as 
has been done in pro football and 

(Continued on page 42) 





U. Mebraska Grid 


How- | 
ever, it was learned that theatre | 


TVing State Issue 


Omaha, Feb. 27. 

Television. for the first time, 
stepped officially into the state leg- 
istature’s busin: ss lest week. Point 
of controversy is: sould the U. of 
Nebraska football games be tele- 
vised or not? Lest season television 
brought the games to the territory. 
Now there are objections. 

Upshot of the opening round 
was iniroduction ef a r so ution in 
the legistature en ling upon the big- 
shots of the school to mot:2 a deal 
permitting televising of the school’s 
home and rord games. In support 
of the resolution, the following ar- 
guments were brought out, which 
might apply to eny school: 

(1) The taxpovcrs of Nebraska 
have a right to s-e their school 
team, the bigeest attraction in the 
state, in action. This includes 

(Continucd on page 30) 


Bea Lillie Looks Set For 
TY Stint Deznite Inoss 


Beatrice Lillie is expected to be 
well enouzh for her Fricviteire TV 
show March 18. which p-oduecr- 





| director Edwerd Durca Dowling 
jis lining vy 
'vuc, including Va'crie Bettis, Joan 
‘Sablon, Pex Macrisnen and ros -ibly 


2s a musicomedy re- 


one or two ot>< rs in the cast. Both 
the comeaicvne: and Britieh actor- 
songsmith Ivor Novello got back 
from Jomaica, BW! and later sum- 
cumbed to a virus infection which 
bes them reennint in New’ York. 
Tiecv were visitiny with Noel Cow- 
ard who, incidentally, refused to do 
anv TV. 

Show is in the NBC-TV Sunday 
nitht slot et 8 p.m., when Fritid- 
aire tekcs over ifs regular every- 
fourth-week snot in the web's 
“Comedy Hove” period. Colcate 
aircr, this nest Sunday, was headed 
bv Edci> Cantor, with Tony Mar- 
tin-Milton Berle and Abbott & Cos- 
tello skedded for the ensuing two 
, weeks, 
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Schnoz on Large Tele 
Screen Boon to Exhibs 
Envisioning Theatre TV 





NBC television is currently giv- | 
ing film exhibitors a tremendous 
indirect assist in educating the 


public to the wonders of theatre 
television. TV studio audientes in 


NBC’s mammoth Center theatre, | 
N. Y., for the first time are seeing | 
video images projected on a 15x20- | 


foot screen, giving them a living-| 


ri tion taking | novel about the “wonder boy” of| have used. 
mn vee 6 me ee at Hollywood film siudios. Same | 


place simultaneously on the stage. | 
These people, getting first-hand | 


knowledge of big-screen video, can | house” two years ago. While that| into his bag of nostalgia and also 
represent a hefty boxoffice poten-| one was good in its day, the super | reprising with 


tial for commercial theatre tv. 

Despite a driving rainstorm last | 
Wednesday night (21) during the, 
Jimmy Durante stanza of NBC's | 
“Four Star Revue,” the 2,500-seat | 
Center was jammed to capacity. | 
Yet before installation of the big- | 
screen unit, when Ed Wynn was | 
the only one of NBC’s comic lineup | 
to chance playing in the house, the | 


Tele Followup Comment 


aaa bain’ 





Robert Montgomery, whose vid- 


‘eo productions to date have been virile approach paying off. 


spotty, hit the bigtime Monday 
night (26) with his presentation of 
F. Scott Fitzgerald’s “The Last 


'Tycoon” on NBC's “Lucky Strike | queries at him on his mules, geese, 


Theatre.” With Montgomery scor- 
ing personally as both producer 
and star, the hour-long production 
was standout drama all the way, 


' wrappi ccellent fashion | with the high-pressure approac 2 
wee ES unfinished pinned of the Seanrasn's pinchhitters | zas to date. The helping of cultural 


the late Fitzgerald’s 


story, incidentally, was staged by 
Fred Coe on NBC’s “Philco Play- 


opus | 


lity of the Montgomery 
} sone | TV’s | 


furnished ample proof of 


y ity in the drama.| yet on NBC’s 
ee | Sunday night (25). Cantor pegged 


Neatly-scripted adaptation by | 
Thomas W. Phipps retained many | 
of Fitzgerald’s original lines and) 


| followed the outline for the novel’s | 


denouement penned by the author | 
before his death. Montgomery, | 
making full use of his personal | 
intimacy with the film biz, limned | 





audience often numbered less than | 4 top-drawer characterization of | 
1,000. Durante himself, of course, | the youthful producer, driven to | 
was responsible for much of the | unrelenting ambition by his per- | 
turnout, but there’s no question as| sonal loneliness. June Duprez | 
to how much the big-screen unit | registered solidly as the woman | 
meant to his particular brand of ; who could have saved him from | 


j ; .|his fate, with the love scenes be- | 
pecan sailaialineiates a aa ” tween her and the star being par-| 


Unit is the RCA direct projection | UeCny Aepeetne. Satya ott 
method, with the screen suspended | her TV career as Montgomery’s: 
on wires above the first few rows secretary and Louis Hector, as the| 
of orchestra seats. Since it utilizes | studio exec out to get Mow | 
a direct line-feed, the clarity and | gomery’s job, and Robert Harris, | 
definition were standout on the big, as the cynical British writer, 
screen, with no sign of the ghosts | topped a fine supporting cast. 

or haziness which have plagued TV | _ Norman Felton’s direction, ren- | 
in theatres taking a picture off the | dered extra difficult by the con-| 
air. Bright lights necessary to il-/Stant shift of action from pes | 
luminate the stage, of course, cut | Set, was standout, ae 
into the screen's brilliancy so oa | ees 41 theasa cerry covintina | 
the contrast was not too wel | 


~ | from one set to another. The sets, | 

ences are seeing the system in| cesened by Syrjala, were tem 
| an aymo nal | 

operation under near-perfect con- | score helped set the moods. Entire | 
ditions, since it represents more! production was imaginative, mak- | 


than anything else a giant-sized | ing good use of such things as an} 


| carried most of the show, scored 
‘with his 


|as he tried to convince an eight- 


| home. 
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the play’s top role. Dorothy Sands 
was a realistic boarding house 
keeper while Vinton Hayworth was 
good as the big corporation prez. 
Katherine Balfour lent capable sup- 
port. 


| Train,” with his deft styling and 

There 
'was a slick comic bit when Wayne 
|Howell and DeLugg, posing as in- 
| quiring reporters, tossed wacky 





; sun and desire. ae ped goed rset 
| easy, natural and re nce 
pate which fit the airer’s intimate,|, Ed | Sullivan’s Ey q. pe 
| off-the-cuff mood and contrasted Town” on CBS-TV Sunday 

h | fered one of its most literate stan- 





elements, rounding out the usual 
vaudeo fare, makes sense. It should 
give the airer the hypo of a new 
'group of viewers not attracted by 
{the comedic diet on the opposing 
NBC-TV Colgate-Frigidaire series. 
his more successful recent skits, Highspot was Jessica Tandy and 
came up with one of his best shows | Hume Cronyn in a scene from the 
“Comedy Hour” Irish legiter, “White Steed,” which 
| was given an interesting reading 
the entire program on a “Then| by the husband-wife team. Alan 
and Now” routine, which served | Young, the CBS-TV comic, whose 
as a neat line of continuity to | brand of humor has a mature ap- 
demonstrate how they sang and) _—— clicked in a bit in which 
danced in the old days and how he took care of a squalling infant. 
it’s done today. Idea of teeing off | Pace was slow, but skit had some 
the idea with his “Potatoes Are | good moments. 
Cheaper,” with the chorus bring-| Bambi Lynn and Rod Alexander, 
ing it up to date by lamenting that | another Mr.-and-Mrs. partnership, 
“Potatoes Are Dearer,’ drew | did a dance version of a lullaby. 
favorable audience response which | Although it was stylized, it had a 
was sustained through the show. | Moving quality. Russell N ‘pe, cur- 
Lena Horne had the solo guest! rently in ‘Call Me Madam” on 





Eddie Cantor, by digging deep 


variations some of 





'svot and wowed with her rendi- | Broadway, did “When I’m Not Near 


ions “ When” andthe One I Love” and “It’s a Lovely 
al . ae a mall cut | Day.” Vocalist with collegiate crew- 
so low that it was probably a good | cut oe specs registered 
P stead quietly but well. 
thing she didn't bend over for her | @'ii) included Bobby Van, loose- 
‘< just as much her metier for | !imbed hoofer who worked in some 
ina: uaiquely sexy singing as films| Pleasing carbons of Cary Grant, 
or niteries. Cantor, who as usual | Jimmy Cagney, Jimmy Stewart, et 
. : al.; Jimmy Garner and Yvonne, a 
;neat trampoline act, and Jo Sulli- 


4“ ry 599 ski ; 4 
Maxie the Taxi t | Van, so-so operatic soprano, 


this time achieving a warm humor 





year-old boy to run away from| Pat O'Brien turned in a_nice 
Sketch about two gossipy | performance in the title role of 
housewives in a super-market, with | “The Irish Drifter’ on CBS-TV’s 
him and Charlie Cantor playing | “Lux Video Theatre” Monday (26) 
the femmes, was also sock comedy. | eve. Charles Devlin’s story was a 
(They did a similar routine several | familiar yarn, that of the kid who 
shows back, but that one took runs away because of his parents’ 
place in a laundromat.) | squabbling, but O'Brien’s handling 

Comedian also registered with of the part made it a charming 





monitor. 


Durante show was up to his usual 
top standard, with his parody on 
“Cyrano de Bergerac” and the skit 
about a CBS exec trying to steal 
him from NBC being particularly 
standout. 
natural for the comic because of 
his out-sized schnoz but the make- 
up technicians gave him extra 
poundage on his proboscis to make 
it even funnier. With Don Ameche 
playing Christian and Patricia 
Wheel making for a beauteous 
Roxanne, Durante dueled, made 
with the poems, etc., for an hilari- 
ous bit. 


CBS skit probably hit real pay- 
dirt with tradewise viewers but it 


| airplane interior and a pre-rec-| family-type humor in a Kukla-type | piece. 





ordered narrative bit by Heddaj| sketch with Bil and Cora Baird’s | 
Hopper. | puppets doing a “bug orchestra.” 
| Landre and Verna impressed — 

er | som ne ballroom terping an 

Fred _ Allen, — conferenciering | 52k Albertson, Phil Kramer and 


“Your Show of Shows” (NBC, 


Goodman’s orch backed the 


still one of the top wits of this | show competently and producer- 


day. He’s ae, —= — 
much by script and format limita- |. . : 
tions. His literate witticisms and | with Se 
subtle turn of mind don’t come | 
off as well in television. He seems 
to be up to his ears in formats in 
which his essential flavor is lost. ” . 
Probably, if put on a show with| Video version of the Monday 
no script, he could demonstrate | night NBC “Firestone Hour” has 
that he’s still one of the top per- come a long way since its static 
\formers around. | beginnings, for now it adds up to 
Allen’s sketches were essentially pleasurable, relaxed half-hour of 


Colgate 
commercial was 
slightly less blatant this time but 
| it’s still in extremely poor taste. 








was funny enough on its own for 
top impact. Actor representing the 
CBS exec tried various ruses to 
get Durante to sign on with his 
web, during which the comedian 
turned to the wall a photograph of 
NBC prexy Joseph McConnell that 
was on a desk. CBS’er finally gave 
up, shooting himself in pretended 
disgust, when Eddie Jackson, Jack 
Roth and Jules Buffano walked in 
to start strutting with the comic. 


Other highlights were a produc- 
tion number on Durante’s hats, the 
scene where he found Ameche in 
the steam room of the Lamb’s Club 
and the guest work of rubber- 
limbed Ben Wrigley. Show finaled 
with the perennial “Club Durant,” 
with Durante and Jackson cake- 
walking some more of their old 

Stal. 


good, but too easy-going for a show oe - _ Posie: |g tg 
_that has a generally fast pace. The 74:70 7a Prt Prey et gh ~~ 
| viewers on this display are accus- d ine th usieal with t 
|tomed to Sid Caesar's excitability pet alleges Wn ow ver 
‘and Imogene Coca’s pixie quality. | he ss 
|The latter two are currently vaca-_ — ag se L. ae 
,tioning. Allen gave this session yan ia the “La _ gg te . 
,an unfamiliar quality. Rest of the ree cote oe” Mevithe 7 gel 
| show wasn’t tailored to spot Allen ~-). . US a ee 
ecclasiastic-tempoed hymnals com- 


| 
_ advantageously. |memorative of the Lenten season, 


The familiar eleraents, with the plus the slick camera treatment on 
exception of gt ge tg ge ‘the full orchestral contributions 
were present and wi ne high under the Howard Barlow baton, 
level of previous shows maintained. “Firestone Hour’ had nice move- 


|An_ added fillip was by Pearl ment geared for maximum TV | 


| Bailey, whose zany type of singing values. 
| and asides, are unique. She reg-| 
|istered with her accustomed im- | 
pact. Other ingredients including | 
the Hamilton dance trio, who did | 
a jungle number; Nelle Fisher & 
Jerry Ross with folksy terping; 





_“Philco Television Playhouse” 
via NBC-TV Sunday (25) unveiled 
a moderately entertaining drama 
in the Lee Rogow-Max Wilk play, 
Robert Merrill’s top baritoning: | The Man Who Bought a Town. 


: ‘n Story of an Austrian emigre who 
aaer a a Be oe bog | purchased a village on the auction 
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mainly those who cannot attend | 


ames. 


| contributed very entertaining mo- | 


block ~ of pure sentiment had 
: ion: ts of interest. 
ments. Helene & Howard, guesting, | Soa ts ciel ae 
did their comedy terp routine for | a hana ‘eindiaees rather slow 
good effect. When the Morgan Brass Co., the 
sole industry in Farrellsville, Pa., 
Frankie Laine, subbing for Jerry decided to sell its company-owned 
| Lester on NBC-TV’s “Broadway town the 2,000 inhabitants naturally 








(2) Only about half the state is Open House,” turned in a sock job were at their wits’ end as to their 


now in the TV area and it would; luesday (20) evening. Playing the! immediate future. 


>2| Marcia Walter -added to the fun. | 
Cyrano sketch was a) Saturday) demonstrated that he's | Al Go oe on 


Happily (as it! 


He was aided nicely by 
Jonathan Marlowe as the 10-year- 


,old runaway. 


Tale had some good writing, 
adding up to a warm vehicle. The 
bickering of the couple was some- 
what overdrawn, and played with 
comic overtones. However, the 
| Stanza ¢ame over as a modest but 


| director Manning Ostroff limned it , appealing bit of tele drama. 





WOR-TV’s “Mr. and Mrs. Mys- 

| tery,” *after a year-and-a-half as a 
|15 minute cross-the-board who- 
; dunit, bowed (23) as a one-a-week 
| half-hour show. Featuring Bar- 
| bara and John Gay (latter is also 
| the scripter) in the roles of wedded 
| tees, stanza presented a complete 
| episode, “The Case of the Lost 
| Anniversary,” that missed fire in a 

number of respects. 

| Meager plot concerned a bandit, 
who after pulling a 600G job, ap- 

parently singlehandedly, holes up 

_with his moll at a gas station until 
the heat dies down. The moll is 

bumped shortly after the sleuth- 


_ing pair enters the scene via 4 car | 


that needs repair. With the dis- 
covery of the loot and a news- 
paper clipping describing the hold- 
up in a cabinet in the storerocom, 
the mystery is resolved and the 
pretty obvious culprit is unmasked. 
_ Acting did little to make the go- 
1 Ings-on believable despite the com- 
petent efforts of David Hooks and 
Virginia Vincent as the crooks; 
_and production flaws—as when Mr. 
Mystery peers down the road 
through a window that obviously to 
_televiewers opens on a brick wall 
or when the door opens during a 
downpour to reveal a placid pano- 
rama—helped to destroy illusion. 
| Perhaps Mr. Budget is the real vil- 
lain of the piece. 





THE ADA LEONARD SHOW 

With Ada Leonard and her orch, 
Ed Reimers, guests 

ror, ~_ ae , 
roducer; Fred Amsel, Na 

Director: John Claar . Linden 

60 Mins.; Fri., 10:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

KTTV, from Hollywood 


Ada Leonard’s all femme show 
teed off over KTTV Friday as a 
strong entry in the local variety 
field. Co-emceed by Miss Leonard 
and Ed Reimers, program’s only 
male, show slides along at~a please 
ing pace for its full 60 minutes of 
air time. Fred Amsel and Nat 
Linden gave opener hefty produce 


tion value which was largely re- 
sponsible for hoisting it out of run 
o’ the mill mediocrity. 


Miss Leonard works with ease 
and assurance before the cameras 
and, simultaneously displays com. 
plete control of her all-femme horn 
tooters. Overall, Linden’s script 
was good though it well could 
stand a bit of trimming during 
Miss. Leonard’s interviews with 
contestants competing in the 
“search for girls” portion of the 
layout. 

Miss Leonard capably gave pro- 
gram potent portions of vocal, 
dance and comedy routines. Band, 
assembled four weeks ago, needs 
a great deal of sweetening. At 
times crew sounds well rehearsed 
and capable of hefty dance music 
but often falters and falls flat. 


Contestants on opener, gathered 
by Amsel, were, fortunately, well 
out of the amateur class. Only 
weak spot in the lineup of five 
femme contestants was pop vocalist 
Janice Dillon. Standout were 
winner accordionist Marion Alisio, 
pantomimist Dar Lee Paulson and 
concert chanteuse Joy: Protas. 


Lighting on the program was 
excellent throughout. Blackout of 
all but performing artist, thus tak- 
ing band, at times, entirely out of 
the picture gave show added value 
and stronger eye appeal. John 
Claar’s camera direction displayed 
a great deal of work and imagina- 
tion. Claar, however, did become 
carried away with special camera 
effects which he was inclined to 
overwork. Also, during the first 
half of the program, Claar ap- 
peared appalled at Miss Leonard’s 
navel-cut gown. Everytime she 
walked into the picture, Claar 
backed off into a wide angle lens, 

Program, effective Apr. 4, will 
be shifted to 7:30, Tuesday slot 
under sponsorship of Western- 
Holly gas ranges. Free. 


TOP OF THE WEATHER 
With Russ Reed 
Producer: Jack Brand 
Director: Dave Durston 

10 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 

10:10 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WENR-TV, Chicago 

Thanks to the several weather 
shows being beamed on the local 
stations, Chi viewers are becomes 
ing perhaps the most climate con- 
scious in the country. One of the 
'most elaborate entries is WENR- 
/TV’s “Top of the Weather,” han- 
| dled by Russ Reed. Strip has the 
fanciest production trappings and 
provides a detailed account of the 
weather situation which Reed out 
lines nicely. But despite these 
plus values, segment seen (20) was 
somewhat loose, leaving the im- 
pression that the daily “weather 
story” could be more effectively 
told in a five-minute rather than a 
10-minute stanza. 


Standout device used on show 18s 
the gle 4» map which permits fores 
caster to sketch in the weather outs 
lines while facing the camera. 
Translucent map, with Reed draws 
ing symbols in reverse, avoids 
cumbersome over - the - shoulder 
shots. Another good idea is the 
running daily boxscore on the ac- 
curacy of the predictions. Show 
could be sharpened with more 
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‘commissioner's office let it “leak” 


not make such a lot of difference Tole of a stranger to the “Open 


turned out), butcher Oscar Karl- 


ia ationdanes. | House” emcee chore, Laine inte- weis saved the day by taking over. 
a) Geterinies & | grated himself nicely into the in- His efforts to get a tenant for the 
elevision has never cut at- formal proceedings. As happened local factory formed the play’s 
tendance before at the stadium and on another occasion when Lester principal dramatic impact. 
will not be likely to do so now. was absent from his show, regulars, _ Outlook for Farrellsville looked 
(4) The reimbursement of the ©" the cast extended themselves a dim when business exec Vinton 


sponsors of the TV show will more Dit. attempting some slightly dif-| Hayworth decided not to rent the | 





than make up any loss caused by 
persons staying away from the 


games. 


Against the resolution was the Lugg’s combo did a good straight 
lone argument, namely, that tele- | instrumental : 
vising of games would cause a defi- | 
cit in the athletic fund by keeping 


people away from the stadium. 


In the meantime, the argument | 


is waxing hot and heavy with not 
only state senators, but the public 
in general showing interest. 


ferent routines. In this case Dave| plant due to its proximity to a 
‘Street clicked with a competent river inclined toward spring floods. 
warbling of “Vesti La Giubba”,However, he later changed 
‘from “Pagliacci” and Milton De- 
of the eommunity spirit that de- 
veloped when the high water even- 
| tuated. 

Producer Fred Coe and director 
Gordon Duff did a neat bit of stag- 
_ing in the flood sequence. Although 
no water was actually seen during 
the emplacement of sandbags, the 
illusion was almost on home 
screens. Karlweis was well cast in 


on “Mexican Hat 
Dance.” 

Singer, currently at Gotham’s 
Copacabana, projected as a warm 
‘personality. He did the tunes that 
/have been featured in his reper- 
|toire, including “That’s My De- 
, sire,” “Cry of the Wild Goose,” 
i“That Lucky Old Sun” and “Mule 


his | 
mind about the purchase in light | 


out that the conference would have 


no choice but to expel those 
schools which violated the tele ban. 
That would take some doing, ob- 
servers claim, especially if more 
than one school were required by 
its legislature to permit telecast- 
ing. 

| Big 10 execs made quite a todo 
out of their first formally enun- 
ciated policy in regards to teevee 
and basketball and minor sports. 
Basketball and other events may 
be televised if the host sclvols so 
desire, Conference championships 
likewise may be lensed with the 
okay of the commissioner. 

| League will again offer filmed 
versions of its gridiron games for 
delayed use. 


emphasis on the local weather 
phenomenon with a_ cutback of 
national reporting which probably 
is only of academic interest t 
viewers. Dave. 


—— 
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occupied by staff members and 
their families. A “model home 
stead,” remodeled from an old 
farmhouse, is already occupied by 
Lloyd Stiles, WRFD’s director of 
market and weather reports, aD 
his family. 
| Present studios are in the Henri 
'Boyd Inn here. It is hoped that 
'the new studios will be complete 
| by September so that equipment 
and personnel can be move 
;new quarters in time to celebrate 
the station’s fourth anniversary 
| Sept. 28, 1951. 
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Inside Stuff—Radio | 


Pulling power of NBC’s “Big Show” among television set ow 
indicated by the poll the web took of the 1,555 passengers on its Show 
Train from Bos‘on and Hartford Feb. 18. Of the showgoers from the 
Hub, 55% had television sets, while one-third of those from Hartford 
were from TV homes. 

More than half of the people from non-TV homes said they heard 
the “Big Show” three or more times during the previous month. Of 
the TV-owners, 30% said they listen to the “Big Show” three or more 
times a month. Among the male show-trainers, 83° had heard the 
program at least once in the month, while 72% of the women had 
heard it at least once. Interestingly, more men liked femcee Tallulah 
Bankhead than women; 70% of the passengers were women. 


ners is 





16m: Star Salesman 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 

The 16m projector is rapidly 
becoming the best salesman 
for stations and ad agencies. 
Latest to join the ranks of 
those using films for presenta- 
tion pitches is Chi’s Earle 
Ludgin agency, which last 
week unveiled its 28-minute 
“house” reel before radio-TV 
reps. 

Pic, featuring heads of cur- 
rent Ludgin accounts, is being 
used in the solicitation of new 





Texas Pastor Buys KCUL — 
Control in $42,124 Deal 


Fort Worth, Feb. 27. 


ABC's Saudek Labels Educators 
Survey Only ‘Grimm Fairy Tales’ 


> 
, 


Subject of allocating television 
frequencies for education got an- 
other kicking around Saturday 


(24) in Gotham at a joint meeting | 


of the New York and New Jersey 


‘chapters of Assn. for Education by 


While broadcast tix were, cuffo, passengers paid fare of from $2-$6| iz. Agency has also put to- Dr, James G. Uimer hes taken | nodio, Debate at the lunches 

t Tana F; ravele from one to f . sce q " ether a seco a ll ” over control of KCUL here, follow- } : ; 
— and t d our and one-half hours to see the ie wile yy "paeaare ing approval by the FCC of a $42,- session was between Gen. Telford 
, services. Pix were produced 124 stock purchase. Dr. Ulmer ac-, Taylor, counsel for the Joint Com- 











, . . : ; : . naiieihine uired 6912° from Johnnie An- jji¢¢, ins ; ‘ 
New York local of American Federation of Radio Artists last week | a a. * Sy pe oe > et and six others. No change — pol eonnage 7. 
participated in NLRB hearings on its drive to organize WFAS, White | e y BO ongin1. in personnel is contemplated. ABC public affairs v.p. Robert 
Plains. Dispute arises from the fact that AFRA wants to include all Dr. Ulmer built the first outlet in Saudek. 


Local AFRA is also currently negotiating with WEVD, WAAT and 
WNJR on contract renewals. 





Suit for an injunction and damages which Lang-Worth transcriptions 
has brought against American Federation of Radio Artists got under 
way yesterday (Tues.) in New York supreme court. 

Legal action was brought by L-W after AFRA declared the company 
unfair and started picketing its New York offices two weeks ago. AFRA 
charges that after taking part in the union's negotiations with the 
transcription outfits, L-W backed out when it came to inking an agree- 
ment. L-W alleges that AFRA is acting illegally because the firm 
doesn't employ the singers AFRA is bargaining for and that the vocal- 
ists are independent contractors. Union contends that L-W made social 


security deductions for the singers, which puts them in the category of | 


employees. 





All AM and TV networks will devote plugs on their sustainers today 
(Wed.) to the 1951 American Red Cross campaign for $85,000,000. 
Drive kicked off last night (Tues.) with a five-network radio airing and 
a four network TV airing of a Red Cross rally, ending with an address 
by President Truman. 

Campaign will also include a documentary over NBC on March 12, 
including an address by RCA board chairman David Sarnoff, who is 
chairmaning the 1951 drive. Red Cross is also making available radio 
and tele kits for local stations, including films and transcriptions. 





Radio Writers Guild has set up a special services committee at its 
New York headquarters to help scripters. Outfit will provide stenos, 
typists, conference rooms, mimeographing, stationery and other items 
and services radio writers need, at reduced rates. 


If the plan, which gets into operation tomorrow (Thurs.), works out, | 


services will be expanded. Carl Jampell heads the committee. 








mike performers in the bargaining unit, while the management wants | * 9 . 
to include only fulltime staffers. Decision has not yet been announced. | on Wheels 


Gets Mpls. Heav 


Minneapolis, Feb. 27. 
Streetcar and bus radio, which 
has been a bone of contention be- 
'tween its sponsors and the city 
‘council, is out here, for the pres- 
‘ent at least. Explaining that his 
corporation wasn’t satisfied with 
radio reception and will check up 





casting Services president, had the 


receivers removed from the vehi- 
cles. 


Unless better parts can be ob- 
tained to insure good reception, the 
whole idea of transit vehicles radio 
advertising and music will be 
abandoned in the Twin Cities, ac- 
cording to Broadcast Services. 

Frank Devaney, v.p. of radio sta- 
tion WMIN, which has been fur- 
nishing transit vehicles with the FM 
programs, said he had no explana- 
tion for the failure to pick up 
programs. 

“Our FM programs are still be- 





the receivers, Myles Johns, Broad- | 


east Texas, KGKB at Tyler, and at 
one time owned 12 other outlets 
throughout the state. He sold out 
last year. He was pastor of the 
| First Church of Christ in Tyler. 
| His son is also associated with him 
‘in the outlet. 








Sees Soap Opera, Dramatic 
Shows as Final Answer To 
TV’s ‘Voracious Appetite’ 


Hollywood. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

In regard to VarRIETY’s lead off 
article of “TV’s ‘What Next?’ Di- 
lemma”: 

Big-name vaudeville is going to| 
find itself in difficulties, and the | 
trend will necessarily be toward a 
dramatic pattern such as the mo- 
tion picture industry found after) 
sound came in. There was a time , 
when a vaudeville team would ar-| 
rive at an act and then go on the 
circuit with it. This meant that it! 
would not have to be changed for 
a year, or until they did a repeat 
in any town. 


vision, however, requires different 
material each week, and even the 
usual format from radio cannot 


| New 


| tional, 








Saudek lashed out at the educa- 
tors’ reccnt survey of video pro- 
gramming, which he _ tagged 
“Grimm Fairy Tales,” charging 
that “Pulitzer Prize Playhouse’s” 
adaptation of the biog of Andrew 
Jackson was listed as by the come 


| mittee’s renort “drama—domestic.” 


He pointed out that the stanza is 
aired under supervision of Colume- 
bia U. School of Journalism and 


i had excellent educational value. 


ABC exec said that the web’s 
Gotham outlet, WJZ-TV, during 
the week the educators studied 
York video programming, 
actually had 21° of its sked 
devoted to material that is educa- 
including ‘news, public 
issues, public events, information 
on science, religion, serious music, 
children’s information and instruc- 


ition, narrated children’s stories and 


the hour-long drama on Jackson.” 


While this isn’t the 25°) that the 
educators demand of TV, Saudek 
said, “it’s within shouting distance 
of it.” He went on to say that AM 
and TV both have presented many 
cultural and educational shows, 


‘citing the Met Opera broadcasts, 
The fast-moving pace of tele-, 


NBC Symphony, “Town Meeting 


, of the Air,” “People’s Plattorm,” 


oe 66 


National 
Farm and Home Hour,” “Cavalcade 


“Invitation to Learning, 








| 
Associated Program Service, transcription library subsidiary of ee ee \ — Boge | Satisfy the voracious appetites from of America” and other shows which 
Muzak Corp., has published a merchandising, promotion and merchan- | eae Ps thot they wens te (ram . Magn a. B gps have been aired for many years. 
ising radi i isi ere wi e only one answer— : en - 3 
‘ Sweater Wake Meds Gee Waid: Gade’ acd thie’ cee eee |receivers for musical and adver-| and that, I ae is the solution PP nests cing ee i sen 
& ¢ ) - . F 7 | #tos . ” ; 7 . Af e . *t > c og 3 ad 
‘ promotions begin, which tips affiliates on tieins with these sales activi- | — ee eee ns that was found twice in the motion 4." o¢ gullies tate faiie, ais OO 
7 ties. It also gives composer and star birthdates, as a programming aid, | oe song amec’| picture industry: first when they colleges have stations. He added 
‘ and suggestions on using APS shows. | & Sepereey eee Se Ml aadie | Started originally, and later when thot “go, of the oridinal college 
’ Calendar, prepared by APS manager Maurice B. Mitchell, also gives conga A age Magu Saggy recommenced — < applicants have voluntarily withe 
the expiration date of 13-week contract cycles for each day, facilitating - = ‘cl After ti ; vent of sound, after a brief trial of Gein and exactly 1.6’; of U. Ss. 
" checkup on upcoming contract renewals. ception in the vehicles. After the | vaudeville and musical comedy. colleges are operating AM stations 
radio programs started local news-| The time is fast approaching “oases hg A orga: 
— in Lith , é tee & hls . dded papers published many letters | when television is going to be be- siemmeiia ae > ‘ all eae ee 
ge oe ie ~— and the Amoy dia ect of China were a e | from readers on the matter, the! yond the fad stage and no longer | © annels are open ‘7 all comers. 
- W "1 end to the Voice of America schedule. State Department j vast majority complaining about | can audiences be fed the same old Position of Gen. Taylor was that 
ISC pee that an additional 15 minutes in Mandarin Chinese will also | them. Broadcast Services paid the | vaudeville, westerns, puppet or educators won't be able to get into } 
be broadcast daily. ) _. 'transit company $6 a month for! quiz shows, ete. Even the daytime TV unless channels are reserved 
— . : q ’ y 
4 This raises to 28 the number of languages and dialects in which | egch vehicle equipped with a radio. | shows are going to turn from cook- for them. Counsel for the educa- 
Voice broadcasts to the world each day. The output now amounts to ing recipes and slicing cabbage to tors feels there must be a “new 
/ more than 35 program hours daily. ; ; . » |Soap operas. economic base” for part of the 
State Department is also readying broadcasts in Latvian and Estonian | ‘KREISLER BAND STAND I suppose that we shall have to. radio-television structure and that 
+ to feed programs to the three Baltic republics which were | 'go through a normal period of re-. “funds necessary to establish and 
r subjugated by Russia, | SET FOR ABC-TV PREE ‘adjustment, until ultimately these’ maintain educational television 
. ‘conclusions are reached, and per- stations shou!d come from. the 
a Drawn out Federal Trade Commission probe into copy used to plug Kreisler Corp. this week pacted haps I am too impatient. In the same financial resources which 
e Hipp i product, resulted in a denial of an eT ee for the Wednesday night 8:30 to 9 meantime, I shall continue a customarily support cducational ' 
) Injunction by Judge Walter LaBuy in Chicago Federal court last week. | iod ABC-TV. Kreisler will | joy reading your most excellent institutions in general.” 
to as i, ss 5 | perlo on . . | : 
- Jurist's decision, unless agency appeals to a higher court, ends nearly | sponsor the “Kreisler Band Stand,” analyses. Other participants in the day- 
e two years of hearings on the claims made by the Rhodes Pharmacal | featuring top name bands and Gordon W. Levoy. long sessions included Mrs. Esther 
d Co., in their advertising, including the Imdrin segments of Gabriel | guest talent. 'Speyer, of the United Parents 
e Heatter on Mutual and “The Dr. Kildare Story,” M-G-M package spot- Show is a George Foley-Dick WWwsw Pitt Indie to Air | Assn., who said that listeners 
- ted in major markets. Gordon package and is ee te ) ’ should be brought into program 
<3 ih preem March 21, with about 1 ° ° : planning; Capt. David D. Hawkins, 
As ’ stations carrying it. Program CRS Prizefi ht Series of the Navy, who described the 
a STORM KO S ATLANTA marks the first video venture for : - 27. Navy's training procram over 
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Morse will turn out the scripts. | cinsnis ane cnnerte using |P™. (Leisy) and 10 p.m. (G-E). |ing bouts in the Pabst ight series, 
ee : - s, - | atte at in . 
who reeently left "Family" in N. ¥, | Visual equipment, tracked down onuog, sian, been the Sohio Re- toning them direct trom the CBS L.A. Demands Recount | 
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$ INOW | programs : 8 ; ; | 
p! Baltimore, Feb. 27. Damage was between Charlotte, | t@king a 13-week shot on the Tues- | Frank McGivern has been upped area, as a result of complaints i 
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new setup departed for the west. 
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CBS reaches 59! 
people per dollar. 








Magazines reach 365 
people per dollar. 
Newspapers reach 249 
people per dollar. 





All data latest available; percent i 


of radio homes reached based on - 


~ ey 


Nielsen ratings, Dec. 3-9, 50 
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Television Chatter 








New York 


| 


Mindy Carson took over as fem-_ 


cee for the second successive week 
on NBC's Jack Haley TV’er, with 
the latter tossed by a virus... 
Bernie London, former sports co- 
ordinator for CBS-TV, dickering 
with his former bosses after a year 
in Cleveland where he _ directed 
sports pickups for several stations 
... CBS-TV’s “Suspense” tees off 
its third year next Tuesday night 
(6) with a repeat of “Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde,” with Basil Rath- 
bone playing the lead essayed by 


Ralph Bell in the original. . 
Larry Allen, statistician and as- 
sistant to Mel Allen for the last 


four years in N. Y. Yankees’ cov- 
erage, teaming with Hal Newell 
this vear as assistant sportscaster 
on the Cleveland Indian games... 
Herb Homes upped from pub re- 
lations to associate director on the 
Ted Steele show at WPIX 

Having wrapped up renewals on 
his TV shows, indie packager Les- 
ter Lewis shoves off Monday 


tion . . . Jean Carson last-minute 
sub for the “Ellery Queen” instal- 
ment on DuMont tomorrow night 


(Thurs.) as a result of Cara past t= 
-| His 


liams’ having taken a powder. . 


Kagran Corp. planning to license | 
merchandise under the name of | 


Gabby Hayes as a result of the 


(5) | 
with his wife for a Florida vaca- | 


cowboy comic's NBC video show 
.. . Sean Dillon, TV program su- 
pervisor for Transamerican, indie 
package agency, taking over as di- 
rector of “Famous Jury Trials” in 
addition to his present duties... 
Betty and Jane Kean guesting on 
CBS’ “Frank Sinatra Show” Sat- 
urday night . 
man taking off for four weeks on 


er Irving Mansfield plans to use 
various guest celebs to replace him 
as a panelist on CBS’ “This Is 
Show Business” ... Norman and 
Irving Pincus ‘Mr. I. Magination” 
(CBS) renewed through July by 
Nestle’s .. . Franklin Schaffner re- 
placed Perry Lafferty as director 
on NBC’s “Victor Borge Show” 
.. . Rick Vollearts and Vinnie Bo- 
gert, repped by Daniel Hollywood, 
inked as the new writing team on 
NBC's Paul Winchell show, “What's 
My Name?” . Bob Rodgers 
upped from the NBC press de- 
partment to a position in TV spot 
sales, 


Hal Fimberg, Hollywood scripter, 
who has joined the Mark Goodson- 
Bill Todman office to script Barry 
Gray’s “Winner Take All,” has 
turned comic and is appearing in 
own skits on the CBS-TV 
stanza . . Vin Scully leaves his 


“Fight Follow-Up” assignment on, 


CBS-TV after tonight’s (Wed.) 


. . George S. Kauf-| 


' fi i at 
the Coast to set up the road com- | film with a budge 


pany of “Guys and Dolls.”’ Produc: | 


lshow for the Dodgers’ Florida 


'training camp. 


Hollywood 





Susan Peters will head east this | 


“week to report to CBS for the! 
start of a 15-minute television | 
iserial tagged “Miss Susan,” in’! 
lwhich she plays a_ wheel-chair | 
| Portia. Program is due to bow) 
‘March 15... Shooting started yes- | 
terday (Mon.) on the Amos _ 7n ) 
Andy vidpix series which Blatz | 
'will bankroll on CBS. Six days | 
of rehearsal and two days actual | 
shooting are scheduled for each 
in excess of | 
$30,000. Joe Connolly, Bob} 
Mosher and Bob Ross, who write | 
the airshow will also script the 26) 
televersions William Morris | 
agency won on authorization from | 
King Features to negotiate a tele 
deal for George McManus’ “Bring- | 
ing Up Father,” with Barney 
Gerard, who produces the film 
version, figuring in the deal as 
writer-producer.. .. CBS upped the 
hourly rate for Class A time on 
KTSL to $900, an increase of $300. 
Increase is in line with station's 
scheduling of an additional 20 
hours of network teleshows_ by 
April 1... Bobby Stewart, Frieda 
Wing and Shari Robinson set for | 


lthe initial variety layout filmed by | 


Thunderbird Productions .. . Paul 
Ivano will lens the “Loving 
Family” series for Green Films, 
._.. Mary McAdoo replaced Jack 
Gregson on KECA-TV’s afternoon 
segment, presiding over “This Is| 
Your Home”... Ellen Drew, Jack | 
Dempsey, Pat Medina, Lloyd | 
Bridges, Ann Rutherford, Edward | 








= 





Put Yourself on 











CROSLEY BROADCASTING CORPORATION | 


WINS spots move mountains of everything =‘ 
from collar buttons to “Constellations” —fastl 


Let us give you examples! 


WINS spots have a high Pulse but a low rate 
per thousand homes. Let us show youl 


WINS spots, in other words, sell more, cost less. 


Get the straight facts 


Call your WINS representative 


... see him when he calls! 


Ni} 


New York 


*Source: Pulse of N. ¥.—Dec., 1950 


on a WINS spot buy. 


| G. Robinson, Jeff Donnell and Lisa | 


| started his “Mulholland’s Matinee” ‘ 
'on KECA-TV yesterday (Mon.).../is a graduate of the State Uni- 
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Inside Stufi—Television 


With the amount of network time available for television program 
testing almost nil, CBS has switched “Lamp Unto My Feet,” a public 
service sustainer, into a virtual “experimental theatre.” Web recent|y 
introduced the ‘‘theatre-in-the-round” technique into the show and 
hopes to come up with new processes that can successfully be converted 
into use on commercial programs. 

“Lamp,” aired Sundays from 4:30 to 5 p.m., has a religioso format 
and so is practically unsaleable. Because of steadily-mounting produc- 
tion costs, the web was forced to trim the budget on the show and 
tried elimination of the set as one way to accomplish that. Producers 
were surprised to find that they had not only a less expensive packace 
but also one with much greater flexibility, and so switched over to the 
arena staging technique exclusively. 

Paradoxically, the program has succeeded so well in its testing work 
that CBS has allocated part of its experimental program budget to it. 
Producers so far have not had to tap the added coin available. 





Indicating that television setowners in the metropolitan N. Y. area 
may have plenty of reorientation headaches when the Empire State 
Bldg.’s new multi-transmitter site starts operating, the RCA Service 
Co. is currently advising all policyholders that they may have to have 
their antennas reoriented to “achieve improved reception.” RCA has 
set a flat price of $8.95 for the reorientation service, but emphasizes 
the price does not include relocation of the antenna. If the antenna 
itself must be shifted to a different spot on the setowner’s roof, RCA 
will provide an estimate of the cost. 

RCA brochure to setowners notes that many re¢eivers will auto- 
matically benefit from the move of the WABD, WCBS-TV, WJZ-TV 
and WPIX transmitters to the Empire State. (WNBT is presently op- 
erating from the tower but switches over soon to a new transmitting 
antenna.) RCA advises all setowners to wait until all the new trans- 


|mitters are in operation from the new location before complaining to 


the service company about unsatisfactory reception. 





a —-— 


Des Moines—William A. Venell 
pinhead ree | 5a _ ad-| has been promoted from the an- 
itional “Hollywoo eels” com-| 3 
pleted by Coy Watsen for beam- | nouncing staff of WHO, to man 
ing in KTLA ... Ross Mulholland | 28er of the traffic department. 

| Venell joined WHO in 1944. He 


KFI-TV released Bill Welsh and| versity of Iowa where he was chief 
clipped his five-a-week 9-11 a.m.| announcer of the university's sta- 
show and reshuffled its opening | tion, WOUL 

and closing times to beam 12 hours 
less each week ... . Tele trailer for 
RKO’s “Cry Danger” offered tele- 
viewers this choice—‘‘See ’Cry 
Danger” on television in 1985 or 
see it now at Warner’s Hollywood, 
Downtown and Wiltern Theatres.” 


Chicago 


Michael Brown, Malcolm-Howard 
writer- producer, and _ publicist 
Chuck Moses have peddled a 
screen story to James S. Burkett 
Productions ... Jules Pewowar 
upped to full partnership at the 
Herbert S. Laufman tele packag- 
ing firm , 


If you live by your voice— 


. « Don Herbert bow 
Saturday (3) as Mr. Wizard in KEEP IT CLEAR! 
NBC show of the same name. a 
Half-hour program will be di- When you’re in the spotlight and must 
rected by Larry Auerbach ,.. go on—stop that tickling, racking 


Blues chirper Ella Fitzgerald and 
lecturer Burton Holmes guested 
Monday (26) on WGN-TV's “Talk- 
ing With Toni” show femceed by 
Toni Rodgers ... Tele set circu- 
lation in the Milwaukee area 
jumped 10,774 during January, 
bringing the total to 212,880... 
Ted Sisson from the N. Y. N. W. 
Ayer office here last week hud- 
dling with Chi NBC exec producer 
Ted Mills, Ben Park and. Doug 
Johnson on “Hawkins Falls” which 
Lever has picked up for a network 
run... Englander Co., mattress 
firm, starts bankrolling Friday 
night segment of Clifton Utley’s 
WNBQ neweast March 16... 
WNBQ sales chief John McPartlin 
in N. Y. last week conferring with 
NBC home office execs ... WMTJ- 
TV, Milwaukee Journal station, 
has opened its new studios in beer | 
capital’s Radio City which were'| 
converted to video use at a cost | 
of $200,000. 


cough or buskiness with Liqwid Cen- 
ters. Just try this handy type treat- 
ment—the one and only medicated 
candy shell filled with real liquid cough 
medicine that bathes and soothes your 
throat. You'l! be delighted! Ask your 
retailer, today. Made by The lodent Co. 


Don't be a Cougher—use 


LIQWID CENTER 


COUGH DROPS 


FOR QUICK 
DOUBLE ACTION 
RELIEF! 





SO HANDY FOR POCKET OR PURSE! 





























Now ... Available for Television 
Producers and Directors... the 


DYSON TELE-VIEWFINDER 


Dyson Tele-Viewfinder shows exact areas covered, same magnifications 4s 
in 8 TV camera lenses. 90mm, 135, 812”, 13’, 15, 17’ with separate wide angle 
35mm and 50mm attachments. Optical lense, precision engineered, handy 
pocket-size (4% x 1). Saves hours of expensive “Fax” time. Know your 
exact shots during dry run, position actors, cameras, sets and props. See 
action just as it will look to the camera. Invaluable for TV technicians, set 
designers, advertising agencies, writers, art directors. Used by NBC, CBS 
and ABC. Price $39.50, complete. Send check or M.O. to: 


FRANKLYN W. DYSON 
10 East 40th St., New York 16,N. Y. Phone: MU 6-4242 

















- 


i 
mB 


a 


> 














adtitam= i 


on oe ot ah on @ 8h M&O 23TH eS tnt 





= i ge oe 


> 











aig tenn 














Wednesday, February 28, 1951 


——— 


VARIETY 





PRESS CONFERENCE 

With Edward W. Bates, others 

30 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. 

WILLIAMS PRESS 

WOKO, Albany ; 
Application of sound radio tech- 

niques would quickly raise the 

listenability of this _ basically 

worthwhile program. First step 

should be consistent identification 

py Edward W. Bates, N. Y. Herald 

Tribune correspondent and mod- 

erator, of fellow newsmen as they 


sstion legislative leaders and 
State officials. On_ last block 
caught — with Chairman_of As- 


sembly Ways and Means Commit- 
tee D. Mallory Stephens as query 
target—one participant, Alan Ep- 
stein, of the Watertown Times, 
never was identified by voice. Leo 
Egan, of N. Y. Times and presi- 
dent of the Legislative Corre- 
spondents Assn., received one 
tabbing, at outset. Harry O’Don- 
nell, of Associated Press, also was 
identified but a single time; John 
Mooney, of Albany Knickerbocker 
News, likewise once—by his first 
name, from Mr. Stephens. For any 
but regular listeners, identity of 
reporters must be confusing. 


Bates might exercise a firmer 
control, by keeping the interroga- 
tions from coming too quickly and 
the interruptions from becoming 
too numerous. His introduction of 
the guest should be shortened, too. 

A wide field is covered on each 
broadcast. The one featuring Mr. 
Stephens ranged from Governor 
Dewey's presidential aspirations, 
or lack thereof, to an investiga- 
tion by a legislative committee of 
comic books and a discussion of a 
cap pistol bill, with Hopalong 
Cassidy overtones. Jaco. 


RCA-AVCO 











Tiffany, narrator; - 
sephine Wetzler; Howard hed 
son, organist 
Producer: William Nelson 
Director: Mrs. Wetzler 
Writer: Marcella Albert 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 
Sustaining 

LS, Chicago 

_ ‘School Time,” WLS’ long run- | 
ning educational series beamed at | 
the younger set, has launched mie 





1:15 p.m, | 


11-show group dealing with atomic 
energy. Working in cooperation | 
with the Argonne National Labora- | 
tory, “School Time” director) 
Josephine Wetzler and scripter | 
Marcella Albert have worked out | 
a semi-dramatic treatment of the. 
complex atom § story. Session | 
heard (23) dealt with the structure 
of the atom itself and came off as | 


were given by the narrator with 


story form. ! 
competent thesping made for a 
highly informative and _ under- 


cated subject. 
sock example of the effective use 
of radio as a teaching tool. Dave. 


Ne a ee 


Radio Followu 
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Tallulah Bankhead’s talent col- 
lection on the “Big Show” Sunday 
(25) added up to one of the brighter 
{shows in a series that has been 
| providing a constantly high calibre 
|of entertainment. This time, Judy 
Holliday put the show on an un- 
|usually high level. Another valu- 

















Continued from page 25 =a 


gencies, place new demands on in- 
dustry, especially electronics and 
communications, which are essen- 
tial in war, as well as in peace.” 
Avco prez Victor Emanuel declared 
that “progressive curtailment in 
the production of many peacetime 
products may be anticipated as de- 
mands of the defense program for 
labor, material and facilities in- 
crease.” 

Sarnoff and Folsom’ revealed 
that NBC’s television time sales 
had tripled during 1950, claiming 
the total exceeded that of the next 
two networks combined. 





4 


able comedy assist was by Monty 
Woolley. 

Miss Holliday is probably the 
| brightest possibility in radio to 
| date, and since her initial appear- 
'ance on this series, can probably 
write her own ticket for a regular 
show. Her banter with Miss Bank- 


the latter has been consistently 
funny. Another bright spot war her 
takeoff with Jack Haley on the 
Bankhead-Woolley reprise of a 
scene from “The Man Who Came 
to Dinner.” 

Woolley similarly contributed 
some bright and literate moments 
with a session of insults with the 


(Continued on page 63) 





an excellently handled exposition. | 


Background details of the atom was written by Stanley Niss, one of 
various highlights in science’s dis- | 
covery and understanding of the, 
intricate phenomenon depicted in | 
Simple script and | 


standable outlining of a compli-| 
Entire show was a} 


head on marriage possibilities of | 


CHARLIE WILD, PRIVATE 
DETECTIVE 

With Kevin O’Morrison, others 

Producers: Lawrence White, Edwin 
Marshal 

Director: Carlo De Angelo 

30 Mins,; Sun., 6 p.m. 

WILDROOT 


CBS, from New York 


(BBD&O) 
“Charlie Wild” transferred to 


CBS from NBC recently and in-| 


stalled Kevin O’Morrison, lead in 
the CBS-TV version of the show, 
in the title role. A routine entry 


in the private eye meller groove | 


with full complement of stock 
characters and cliche dialog, stanza 
has little to offer in the way of 
suspense or mystery. 

" Episode caught (25) was titled 
Case of the Sad-Eyed Clam” and 


a panel of writers on the series. 


Story had tough O’Morrison dis- | 
Play a soft streak toward a gal in| 


the clink for rolling a visiting fire- 


man in a hotel room. Something | 


in her eyes appeals to him and 
though she clams up about her 
accomplices he sets out to track 
them down. A murder, about which 


laid by the heels through a clumsy 
trap baited with O’Morrison’s 
protege. Since ‘she gets 
mauled and almost murdered her- 


pears as pretty much of a bungler. 





WFDR REPORT FROM LONDON 
With Rooney Pelletier, Bertram 
Mycock 

| 15 Mins., Sun., 6:30-6:45 p.m. 
WFDR (FM), New York 

_ “WFDR Report from. London” 
|1S a specially recorded job for this 
New York outlet, with Rooney 
Pelletier and Bertram Mycock, 
| both Britishers, doing a weekly 
|Capsule appraisal for the edifica- 
tion of N. Y. listeners of what the 
|ordinary Englishman is thinking; 
| of how he lives and feels. From 
| this standpoint it is highly com- 
mendable, for, without super- 








there is no mystery, occurs during ' 
the action, with the culprit finally | 


badly | 


self as a result, the private eye ap- | 


NBC PRESENTS: STORT STORY 


RADIO REVIEWS 35 
|NEWS OF TOMORROW 
| With John Daly, narrator; George 


(“Fifty Grand”) 
With Wally Maher, Shep Henken, 
Frank Richards, Herb Vigran, 


Jack Forte; Don Stanley, an- 
'  nouncer 
Producers: Margaret Cuthbert, 


Wade Arnold 
Director: Andrew C. Love 
Writer: Ernest Kinoy 
30 Mins.; Wed., 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 


NBC, from Hollywood 

| NBC has replaced its “NBC 
Theatre,” which digested some of 
the world’s best novels, with 


short American fiction. Move is a 
good one. Last year, when it was 


a 60-minute show, “NBC Theatre” | 


was able to give the novels sensi- 
tive dramatizations that weren't 


| possible in its recent -hhalf-hour slot. | 


For the new series script editor 
| Hugh Kemp has lined up some im- 
portant properties, fram the pens 
of Scott Fitzgerald, Shirley Jack- 


well, -William Saroyan, Sinclair 
Lewis, Irwin Shaw and other lead- 
ing U. S. literati. 


Opener,> Ernest Hemingway’s 
| “Fifty Grand,” didn’t quite live up 


depth of character and develop- 
ment needed to sustain interest for 
the full 30-minute pull. Ernest 


| fighter who throws a championship 
match for 50Gs, to outfox some 
double-crossing fixers: In view of 


| tale was timely. However, despite 


some good scenes, authentic details | 


|and a polished production, the ve- 
|hicle didn’t register with full dra- 
matic impact. One weakness was 
|an overdose of caricatured pug 
‘lingo by the minor characters, al- 
though the central characters were 
well thesped. Upcoming stories 
|seem better suited to the radio 
/ medium than the Hemingway opus. 
Bril. 





‘resort to  editorializing, 


| Mycock 
|did a sterling reportorial 


“Short Story,” which will deal with | 


son, James Thurber, Erskine Cald- | 


to its promise. The story lacks the | 


Kinoy’s adaptation included some | 
good dialog for the yarn of the' 


; the current basketball scandal, the | 


|_ Ansbro, announcer; others 
| Producer: John T. Madigan 


Directors: Bob Tormey-Walter 

' Scanlon 

15. Mins.; Mon. - thru - Thurs., 
10:30 


STERLING DRUG 
ABC, from New York 

(Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample) 
| Format for this news segment 
presents brisk summaries and 
sidelights by John Daly plus re- 
, ports of ABC correspondents from 
_around the world. Audience hook 
is a rapid announcement of the 
subjects to be covered with fuiler 
treatment following the opening 
commercial. Scheduled on a four- 
a-week basis in a 10:30 time slot, 
airer beats the 11 p.m. news round- 
ups and should catch a good audi- 
| ence. 
| Preem stanza (26) carried a re- 
port from Washington on the 
enactment of the 22nd amendment 
to the Constitution; a report from 
London on the English attitude to- 
ward an American admiral’s com- 
manding the British fleet; a report 
from Tokyo on the Korean situa- 
ition; the taped voices of Senators 
|Taft and Kefauver, etc. All adds 
‘up to rounded, fast-paced segment 
expertly handled by Daly. 


KIND OF DIXIELAND HISTORY 
With Eddie Condon 
' 30 Mins.; Sun., 3:30 p.m. 
WNBC, N. Y. 

With Eddie Condon in the com- 
mentator’s spot, this jazz session 
is more hep_ than historical. 
Although Condon’s approach is 
based on the theory that jazz must 
be heard and not discussed, this 
| airer is loaded with talk which cuts 
heavily into the amount of time 
| devoted to the music. The gab is 
| divided between Condon’s dry 
|introes to the disks and taped 
|interviews with jazz men who 
| attended the birth of ragtime. 
| On preem (25), unfortunately, 
i there was no relation whatever 
between the music and the histori- 
|cal material. Some colorful inter- 
| views with vet New Orleans bands- 


fluities of dodging issues, the eco- | 
nomic-socio-industrial scene and 
its effect on Mr. & Mrs. Britain 
are interpreted for Americans in 


in job on’ men were presented but these 
the old familiar London story, with | were left dangling. Condon’s disks 
its “here-we-go-again overtones | were not at all illustrative of the 
of belt tightening, drastic taxes,, background material. Most of the 
military service, “in fact every-| music was of recent vintage and 


simple, forthright style. 


Last Sunday, for example, 





hee but the bombs.” 
|. Pelletier’s contribution was less 


|included Louis Armstrong’s recent 
‘cut of “New Orleans Function,” 


Mycock discussed the industrial' impressive, in fact bordered on Wild Bill Davison’s older version 
rearmament situation; what it is' dullness, gabber contenting him- | of “Panama” and the great 10-year 


going to mean to the man and self with some comment on Lon- | old Muggsy Spanier disk of ‘‘Relax- 


woman in London today. Without don book browsing. 


Rose. 


|ing At The Touro.” Herm. 
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about it? 


Well, we’ve tried—haven’t we? 


HERE’S AN ODD thought regarding an odd station. 
For more than 28 years, WOR has been saddling sound over the 
manifold activities of the world’s greatest market, as well as 
the singly most profitable and complex group of markets ever dished 
up by any one station. 7 
This would seem like precisely the sort of job A FEW STATIONS were 
invented for. Or maybe six papers and four or five national magazines. 
Yet no such statement has ever appeared in a WOR advertisement. 
Apparently one station that yearly pads the pocketbooks of 
more national radio advertisers than any other station in America does 
not talk as much about itself as, let’s say, other people ialk about it. 
Apparently one station that covers a territory only slightly 
larger than maybe Bhutan, in India, doesn’t let everybody know that 
it delivers a 20th Century-brand Utopia where more things are bought 
at retail every year than the total things bought at retail in the 
combined cities of Chicago, Los Angeles, Boston, Cleveland, St. Louis, 
Washington, Baltimore, San Francisco, Pittsburgh, Milwaukee 
Minneapolis, Kansas City, Buffalo, 
Cincinnati, Seattle, Portland. 
Why don’t we tell people 
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Waldorf-Astoria 
NEW YORK 


Just Concluded 5 Weeks — Feb. 28 








Musical | 


* VOTED AMERICA’S MOTION PICTURES — 


Now in Release: 
NO. 1 MUSICIAN SOUTH SEA SINNER 


Universal-International 

















National Achievement Award Poll 
Conducted by Orchestra World | 





Soon to Be Released: 


* TWO COMMAND PERFORMANCES FOOTLIGHT VARIETIES 
FOR PRESIDENT TRUMAN MO Rete Pers 


Personal Management: GABBE, LUTZ & HELLER 
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“PIANOTABLE LIBERACE (he does 
a swelegant vocal a la Walter Hus- 
ton via ‘September Song’) is the 
Waldorf's show-stoppa.”’ 


WALTER WINCHELL, 
Daily Mirror. 


“Liberace jamming the Wedgwood 
Room of the Waldorf-Astoria with 
his piano virtuosity aided and 
abetted by musical conductor 
brother George. Talk about Damon 
and Pythias, these two are closer 


than scotch and soda.” 


GEAN ORLIN, 
Gotham Guide. 


“Headliner Liberace has now 
stretched his talents as a brilliant 
pianist into a skillfully woven act 
that contains some nice patter and 
even a song or two.” 


ROSEMARY HAYWOOD, 
Host— 
Weekly Guide to New York. 


(LIBER - AH - CHEE) 


“BRAVO! Liberace’s piano magic at 
the Wedgwood Room in the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria.” 


EARL WILSON, 
New York Post. 


“Liberace’s Wedgwood Room open- 


ing ... The mink set loved every 
beat of his music.” 
PY GARDNER, 


N. Y. Herald Tribune. 


‘Most impressive is Liberace’s com- 
bination of ‘Clair de Lune’ and ‘La 
Vie En Rose’. His arrangement of 
‘Slaughter on Tenth Avenue’ is al- 
ways a show stopper.” 


BLAIR CHOTZINOFF, 
N. Y. Post. 


“Liberace puts on a stimulating one- 
man show — a performance of in- 
stinctive showmanship . . . appeal- 
ing and ingenious ... unusual... 
and likely unsurpassed.” 


RUSSELL RHODES, 
The New York 
Journal of Commerce. 


Conductor GEORGE LIBERACE 
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CAFES and HOTELS 





TOWN CASINO 


if March 5 (1 Week) 


NICOLLET HOTEL 


Minneapolis 
March 15 (2 Weeks) 


Buffalo 


SHROEDER HOTEL — 


Milwaukee 


(My Old Home Town!) 
April 3 (2 Weeks) 


HOTEL LAST FRONTIER 


Las Vegas 


9th Engagement April 20 
(10th Return Engagement Within 6 Months) 

















“CHOPIN of TELEVISION” 


Feb. 23—Dumont-TV—“GAVALCADE OF STARS” 
Feb. 28—NBC-TV—“KATE SMITH SHOW” | 
Mar. 2-NBC-TV—“MORTON DOWNEY SHOW” 

Mar. 4—CBS-TV—“THIS IS SHOW BUSINESS” 
Mar. 4—Dumont-TV—“ARTHUR MURRAY SHOW | 


“LIBERACE: Exceedingly - slick... 
warm and friendly . .. skillfull... 
highly entertaining.” VARIETY. 


“It's wonderful to hold hands and 
listen to the music of Liberace—the 
most exciting pianist in town.” 


JOAN POST, 
N. Y. Post. 


“TOPS IN TOWN: Liberace’s show- 
stopping piano tricks at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria.”” 


DOROTHY KILGALLEN, 
N. Y. Journal-American. 


“Liberace’s performances are staged 
with the precision of a Broadway 
production.” 


GENE KNIGHT, 
N. Y. Journal-American. 


“Liberace’s return to the Wedg- 
wood Room last night brought out 


~ a huge crowd who kept him return- 


ing for encore after encore with its 
loud appreciative applause.” 


ROBERT DANA, 
N. Y. World-Telegram and Sun. 






































Direction: MCA ARTISTS, LTD. 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 


! 
| 
| 








Houston—Corwin Riddell, news 
director of KTRH has been elected 
veepee of the Texas A-P Broad- 
casters Assn. He succeeds Jim 
Alderman of Dallas who resigned. 





Omaha— Paul Harrington has 
been named chief continuity writer 
for WOW-AM-TV in Omaha. He 
will succeed Bill O’Halloren who 
resigned to freelance on the west 
coast. Robert E. Lee has been 
added to WOW-AM-TV’s continuity 
staff. 





Cleveland — Harry Black has 
been appointed program director 
of WXEL. Station has also 


added Charles Ranello to its staff. 
Bernard London, who directed the 
baseball telecasts, has left for 
New York. 





Rock Island, Ill. — Fern Hawks, 
WHBF and WHBF-TV publicity 
chief, leaves March 5 for a month’s 
tour of Europe as a- member of 
the Pilot International Goodwill 
group. 





Lynchburg, W. Va. — Warren 


Pastin, local model, has _ been 
added to the Monday-Wednesday- | 
Friday segments of Bill Brant’s| 
“Studio Controls” program on) 
WDTV ... Phil Zinkand, WWSW | 
announcer and disk_ jock, working | 


, with Bill Sutherland on the com- 


Uttal, staff announcer at WLVA, |! 


has been promoted to the post of 
program director of that station to 
fill the vacancy created when Wil- 
liam H. Loren resigned to reenter 
service in the Army. Uttal 
sumed his new duties Feb. 26. 





Pittsburgh — Duquesne Brewing 
Co. has renewed two of its KDKA 
shows, Silver Top Chorus Tuesday 


mercials for “Tech Varieties” on 
television . . . With sudden can- 
cellation of his Friday afternoon 
“Studio Auditions” program, | 
which he produced independently 
for WDTV, Nelson Schrader has 
gone back to New York... “Gift 
Shop of the Air,’ with Bette 
Smiley and Chuck Nuzum, has re- 
turned to WCAE daily at 12:50 
p.m., with a chocolate syrup pro- 
ducer picking up the tab. 





Albany George Sutherland, 
who has an interest in a Wilming- 
ton, Del., station, resigned as sales 
manager of WPTR. Bill Schnaudt, 
account exec with the 50,000-watt 
independent station for two years 
and previously with WOKO, Alba- 
ny, and WTRY, Troy, has been 
named local sales manager. He 





CROSLEY TV JUBILEE 


| 
‘ATTRACTS 145,000 


Cincinnati, Feb. 27. 
An estimated 145,000 persons at- 
tended the Crosley 
Corp. television jubilee shows and 
TV set exhibits held here and in 
Dayton and Columbus, O., this 
month. 


‘license of WCON-TV was. sur- 
Broadcasting | 


Shows were by talent of | 


Crosley TV stations in the three, 


cities, with Jerry Lester and his 
troupe added in Cincy. 
Participating distributors 
turnouts were largest ever in each 
city to view TV models. They credit 
Robert E. Dunville, president of 


said | 


| 
| 
| 


Crosley’s video wing, with idea of | 


moving reserve inventories and 
permitting 
freeze due to defense production. 


Attendance figures were 40,000 


restocking before any | 


for Feb. 2 and 3 at University of | 


Dayton Fieldhouse, with 15 exhib- 
its: 60,000 at Cincy’s Music Hall 
Feb. 9-11, with 20 displays, and 
45,000 Feb. 18-20 at Memorial Hall 
in Columbus, with 23 distributors 
participating. 


Newell, Allen to Do WXEL 





Cleve. Indians Telecasts) ON ‘CHUCK WAGON’ TIE 


was affiliated with WMGM, New | 
| York, prior to Army service in| 
| World War II. 
e Cleveland, Feb. 27. 
St. Louis — Allen McCabe, of | Hal Newell of Boston, and Larry 
KXOK traffic department, con- Allen, New York, have been 


ase | 


evenings and Slim Bryant and the, 


Wildcats on Thursdays, 
other year ... Walt Koschik, for- 
merly with WMCK, has joined the 
WCAE engineering staff ... Ev- 
erett Neill, 
since: his discharge from the army, 
has resigned to freelance and also 
to devote more time to his dance 
band . . 
early morning quarter-hour news 
Segment at 5:45 ... Phil Smith, 
an announcer at WKPA in New 


Kensington for the last eight years, ! 
off for a new job in Phoenix and | 


Bob Hopkins, relief man on the 
staff, is replacing him ... Joan 


for an- 


producer at KDKA 


. WWSW has added an; 


valescing after an emergency ap-| signed to do the WXEL telecasts | 


pendectomy operation. He was) 


stricken while at work. 





St. Louis — William Noonan, of 


KXOK, news department, has re- | ley and Graney did the simulcasts. | cost the publishing firm a substan- 


Marines at Camp 
Noonan 


ported to the 
Pendleton, Cal. 


as a machine gun instructor. 





Cincinnati—Harry Hartman cele- | clude a score of AM-FM outlets. | based on the defendant’s show. Re- 


brated his 23rd anni of sportscast- | 
ing and time selling with WCPO 
last week by doing a comedy sports | 
mixup spiel on a Paul Dixon| 
platter session. Dick Bray, on his} 
WCPO-TV evening program, tossed 
a salute to Hartman. 





Nashville — Walter P. Speight, | 


general manager of WMAK here 
for the past three years, leaves 
March 1 to open a local ad agency. 

He’ll be replaced by Frank 


Faulder, formerly program direc- | 


tor of WMPS, Memphis. 


of the Cleveland Indians home 


| games, while Jim Dudley and Jack | failure to put its TV sustainer, “The 


Graney will continue with the 
WERE broadcasts. Last year, Dud- 


The games are sponsored by the 


; : served Leisy Brewing Co. with the tele-| 
three years during World War II casts being cabled to Columbus, | Gold, claims that under an April 


Buffalo, Rochester and 


Dayton, 
The WERE coverages in- 


Erie. 


McCann-Erickson is the agency. 


Pitt’s No. 1 Dept. Store 
Takes Plunge Into Tele 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 

Another local department store 
took the TV plunge last week when 
Kaufmann’s went on WDTV with 
a quarter-hour merchandising film 
called “Something New.” It’s a 
once-weekly shot, Thursdays at 1 
o'clock, and the deal is for 13 
weeks. 














1,080-Ft. Tower 


Continued from page 27 








rendered and WCON-AM & FM 
went dark. ABC radio franchise 
was taken over by WGST, which | 
also has Mutual contract. 

That’s how WSB-TV found it-. 
self with two towers on its hands. 
If everything works out all right, | 





‘they will switch to Channel | 


(they’re using Channel 8 now) 
after the tall tower is pronounced | 
shipshape. At present, WSB-TV’s | 
only permit in connection with the | 
tower is for the tests now being | 
made. | 
WSB’s radio and television OP- | 
erations are links in the Cox 
group, which has _ stations in | 
Miami and Dayton, Ohio. J. Leon- | 
ard Reinsch is managing director | 
of Cox radio and TV properties | 
and John M. Outler, Jr., is gen- | 
eral manager of the Atlanta oper- | 


| 


—— 


1,500,000 Students 
Compete in NAB Voice 
Of Democracy Contest 


Washington, Feb. 27. 

NAB’s Voice of Democracy con- 
test, which handed out its annual 
awards here last week to high 
school students, is hitting the big 
leagues as a good-will gimmick 
for the radio-television industry, 
In the short space of four years 
the contest has grown to where it 
attracted competition from 1,500,. 


| 000 students in 30,000 high schools 


in every state and two territories. 

This year’s contest stimulated a 
windfall from its co-sponsor, the 
Radio - Television Manufacturers 
Assn., whose member companies 
donated six TV combination con- 
soles to winners and speakers at 
the awards ceremony. College 
scholarships of $500 are given to 
each of the four winners. 


| But CBS, according to the com- 


| Contestants are chosen on the 
basis of best transcriptions by 
students on theme “E Speak for 
Democracy.” Some 1,900 chapters 
of the Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce cooperate in sifting compe- 
tition through state and community 
levels. Final winners are picked 
by a national committee. In ad- 
ditional to scholarships, they re- 
ceive a week’s visit to Washington, 
a reception at the White House, 
|Supreme Court, and a_ two-day 
I v : | tour of Colonial Williamsburg, Va. 
| Chuck | Wagon with Sheriff Bob; part of the 1951 award "enna: 
Dixon,” on a full network hookup | monies were broadcast last week 
by the Mutual network. 


DALLAS METHODIST PGM. 
TO GET NETWORK AIRING 


Dallas, Feb. 27. 
The local First Methodist 
Church’s series of weekly tele- 
vision programs that avoid the 
sing-preach-pray formula has pro- 
vided the idea for a network TV 
program starting next month. 


About a year ago the church 
Started a program titled “The 
Pastor Calis” on KRLD-TV. Series 
will be aired over the ABC net- 
work and will be carried in this 
area by WBAP-TV, Fort Worth. 
Each will be 30 minutes in length. 


ations. 


COMIC BOOK SUES CBS 





| CBS was named defendant yes- 
terday (Tues.) in a $10,000 breach 
/of contract suit brought in N. Y. 
supreme court by Avon Periodicals, 
Action charges that the web’s 





| Inc. 


| tial loss on 250,000 comic books. 
Avon, through attorney William 





1/15, 1950, agreement with CBS it 
|published “The Chuck Wagon,” 


lying upon the web's aileged 
| ee to network the program, 
publisher distributed 400,000 cop- 
lies of “Chuck Wagon” nationally. 


| Plaint, only aired the show 
‘over its New York outlet, WCBS- 
'TV. This loss of exploitation and 
|pre-selling, it's charged, caustd 
| Avon to drop coin on the allegedly 
'unsold books. Moreover, plaintiff 

asserts, CBS misrepresented that it 
| had a national sponsor for the 
} show. 
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demand performance . 


by the most distinguished 
woman of our time 
































Now to Chicago and Cleveland—beginning 
March 5 and March 26 respectively—comes | 
The Eleanor Roosevelt Program, daytime radio’s 


most outstanding local women’s program. 


Mrs. Roosevelt’s immediate success in New York 
radio after only four months on the air 

has demanded that The Eleanor Roosevelt Program 
be made available in the important 


Chicago and Cleveland markets. 


Chicagoans will meet Mrs. Roosevelt 
and her famous guests every day, 
Monday through Friday, at 11:00-11:30 
A.M. on WMAQ. In Cleveland, WTAM 
will present The Eleanor Roosevelt 
Program at 12:30-1:00 P.M., Monday 
through Friday. In New York Mrs. 
Roosevelt will continue to broadcast 
her program at 12:30-1:15 P.M, 
Monday through Friday,on WNBC. 


In Chicago...in Cleveland... and 
in New York The Eleanor Roosevelt 
Program offers advertisers the 
greatest franchise in local daytime 
radio. Make your reservation now 
for participating sponsorship by 
calling NBC Spot Sales while 


there is still time. 


NBC Spot Sales 


New York Chicago Cleveland San Francisco Hollywood 


| 
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eration. Even though the average 
listener could have switched from 
FM to AM, he said, the station re- 
ceived 920 ‘phone calls comment- 
ing on failure to hear the pro- 
grams on FM. 

George Bernstein, manager of 
the cooperatively owned FM-only 
station, WCFM, reports that na- 


tional agencies are showing inter- 
est in the Washington FM picture 





and cites a recent unsolicited or- | 


der placed by BBD&O for Holi- 
day magazine on the station. 
Bernstein reports that half of 


WCFM’s advertisers are agency ac- | 


counts, four from national agencies. 


Station’s income has increased 
from $800 to $4,000 per month in 
the last year and a half, accord- 
ing to Bernstein. 

Everett L. Dillard, owner of 
WASH, another FM-only station, 
reports the highest January and 
February billings in its history 
with about 80% of the time sched- 
ule sold. Dillard expects to break 
even this year. 

Speaking before the Washington 
Advertising Club last week, Dil- 
lard revealed his “secret” of sell- 
ing time on WASH. “We simply 
sell a new and improved form of 
sound broadcasting,” he said. “In- 


stead of playing down FM, we tell . 


the truth about it—the 125,000 
sets in the area, how much better 
FM sounds, its greater distance 
range, its freedom from static and 
interference, and the new and 
thrilling programs that can _ be 
heard only on FM. That is the 
real truth about FM in this market 
and we go all out to inform our 


C. FM-Happy 


Continued from page 24 


| Silver Spring, 





iadvertisers of these better quali- 
| ties that make for better listening.” 


| A new FM metropolitan station 


| will be established in the area by 
Richard Eaton, who owns the day- 
‘time AM station WOOK in nearby 
Md., and WOOK- 
| FM, a community type outlet. By 
iturning his present FM frequency 
| for the metropolitan channel, Eaton 
| will be able to increase his power 
'from 590 watts to 20kw, which will 
expand his coverage to the Balti- 
more market. Eaton feels there 
are now enough sets in the area to 


support another metropolitan FM 


station. 


- Shutting Stations 


























\————- Continued from page 24 


or automobile ignition may have 
some value of this purpose, he said, 
but it is unlikely they could pro- 


‘vide sufficient accuracy for preci- | 


sion target location. However, he 
added, further studies of this field 
|“might materially change the im- 
portance of this method of loca- 
tion.” 
Presidential Autrority 

FCC Commissioner George Ster]- 

ing told the Committee the bill in 


no way enlarges on powers the) 


President already possesses over 
broadcast stations under the Com- 
munications Act but that these 
powers are not broad enough to 
'meet the needs of the Defense De- 
partment. He said the Commission 
is in agreement “that it would be 
advisable at this time to spell out 
|... the authority of the President 
to control and use all such radia- 


Disaster Service 
Washington, Feb. 27. 

To provide essential commu- 
nications facilities when nor- 
mal broadcasting service is 
impaired, the FCC yesterday 
(26) adopted final rules, effec- 
tive March 21, for a new dis- 
aster communications service. 
Frequencies in the 175-1800 
KC band were assigned for the 
service. 

The news service is to be 
used when regular facilities 
and put out of commission by 
flood, earthquake, hurricane, 
explosion or “the consequence 
of armed attack.’”’” Commission 
pointed out that the service “‘is 
not intended as a special war- 
time measure but as a perma- 
nent vehicle to provide com- 
munications in all types of 
disasters.” 











tion devices potentially useful to 
an enemy as an aid to navigation.” 

Dr. W. R. G. Baker, of General 
Electric, appearing for the Radio- 
Television Manufacturers Assn., 
said that many type of radiation 
covered by the bill cannot be used 
|as navigational aids and that to 
‘restrict them arbitrarily would 
| “‘hamper the industrial effort of the 
nation and endanger life and pub- 


| 
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as an incident of commercial opera- | 
tion; to be forced to compete for 
popularity; to be subject to changes 
in presentation, shifts of time and 
outright cancellation as the vicissi- 
tudes of commercial broadcasting 
require. 

“Education is too intricate and) 
delicate a process to be handled | 
by any but the most qualified ex- | 
perts in the field—the educators | 
themselves.” 


Dr. Marshall said that modern | 
television audiences have been con- 





| ditioned by the movies and the 
|'radio, and will not be impressed 


lic safety.” The bill goes “too far,” | 


ihe said. 

David Smith, of Philco, also ap- 
| pearing for RTMA, said he could 
not see the need for such legisla- 
tion. 

NAB prexy Justin Miller testi- 
fied the Electromagnetic Act is “the 
most sweeping legislation I have 
ever seen.” Its delegation of 
power whenever the President 
“deems it advisable in the interest 
of national security,” said Miller, 
‘is probably a violation of freedom 
of speech. 

con 
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ONE MORE FINE ARTIST joins the Associated family 


of outstanding musical stars. It’s a happy event that means 


a great 


new star 


in the APS library 


GUY MITCHELL 


sensational young singer whose recording 
of “My Heart Cries For You” has swept the 
nation. His fresh, exciting talent has 
brought him stardom almost overnight. 





Other popular stars in 
the Associated library 














still another great name in the APS roster of leading 
musical performers. And it’s another example of how APS 
subscribers continue to benefit because they selected the 
best and ever-improving radio library in the world. 


With such excellent talent, plus the finest quality of 


recording and the experienced sales and promotion serv- 
ice Associated now renders — it is no wonder why APS 
subscribers unanimously agree that here is the library 


which “pays as it plays”. 


Associated is your surest guarantee of programming at 
a profit. Why not write, phone or wire today for more 
facts on how APS can create bigger sales for your station ? 








i gy. 
ay 


the library that pays for 


Program Service 


151 West 46th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 


Ralph 
Flanagan 


i¢self”’ 


| not to replace it. 


by the classroom moved before 
the television camera. If education 
by television is not palatable, then 
its purpose will be lost. 

Marshall suggested that educa- 
tional television should be present- 
ed by persons trained for that job 
exclusively, not by teachers who 
are pinchhitting. He emphasized | 
the tremendous cost of presenting 
even a 15-minute program, and 
pointed out that commercial sta- | 
tions will not long tolerate “tele- 
vision picnics” at their expense. | 

Allen H. Wetter, assistant super- | 
intendent of Philadelphia schools, 
emphasized that television in their 
setup is designed primarily to 
facilitate and supplement regular | 
classroom instruction — definitely | 


He said that when the experi- 
ment was being planned educators | 
faced the issue of whether or not 
television could ever replace the 
personal relationship of the pupil | 
and teacher and the answer was a 
definite ‘‘no.” 


| Shrine Temple, 


Push-Button’ Hgs, 
Preemed by KMBC 


Kansas ity, Feb. 

KMB moved into its new 
last week, beginning broadcasts 
from the new site on Wednesday 
(21). The move had been planned 
for nearly two years, and the actual 
date coincided with KMBC’s 23d 
anni as a basic affiliate of CBS. 


Building which the radio station 
now occupies is the former Ararat 
located in the 
downtown sector about six blocks 
from the Pickwick Hotel atop of 
which were KMBC studios for 
many years. Work of remodelling 
the building and installing new 
equipment had been under way for 
several months, the company movy- 
ing in an office or two at a time. 
The move culminated last week 
when final pieces of equipment 


|} were moved. 


The former Ararat Temple gives 
Midland Broadcasting Co., parent 
of KMBC, spacious quarters, in- 
cluding a theatre type auditorium 


| seating 2,800 persons, the only 
radio station in the city so 
equipped. Studios of KFRM, 


KMBC affiliate with transmitter at 
Concordia, Kans., also are in the 
new quarters. 

In addition to the latest in 
studio and accoustical equipment, 
operation has been designed on a 
push-button basis as much as pose 
sible, according to Arthur Church, 
Midland prexy. As yet work is not 
complete, and opening of the 
studios to the public will await 
finished work, probably sometime 


| this spring. 














Richards 
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jurisdiction in ordering a hearing 
and ... we do not propose at this 
time to review the voluminous | 
record to ascertain its impact on 
the issues.” 

Richards’ request to be judged 
on his more recent performance, 
the agency said, is “without merit.” 
In previous actions, the Commis- 
sion said, it was denied renewal 
applications on the basis of events 
which predated the last regular 
renewal and has been upheld by 
the courts. . 

Examiner Cunningham recently 
granted Richards an extension of 
time to March 21 to file proposed 
findings on the news slanting pro- 
ceedings. Initial decisions usually 
follow in a few months. The rec- 
ord of the hearings, a voluminous | 
document based on five months of | 
testimony in Los Angeles and De-| 
troit, was closed last Dec. 21. 


On Cunningham’s decision and 
the Commission's final action on 
it hinges the licenses of three val-| 
uable AM stations: KMPC in L. A., | 
WJR in Detroit and WGAR in’ 
Cleveland. WJR and WGAR are 
fulltime 50 kilowatters. KMPC 


operates 50 kw daytime and 10 
kw at night but has a 50 kw night- 
time permit. | 


FOR RENT 


120 WEST 44 ST., NEW YORK 
Modern, Air Conditioned; 2,100 sq. ft. 
on Main Fleer. tdea! for Rehearsal 
Studio, adjacent Dressing Rooms and 
Showers, available Theatrical offices, 
T.V. Dance School, etc. Lease avail- 


able. 
KING EDWARD HOTEL LU 2-3900 














REHEARSAL STUDIOS 


New Rehearsal facilities for dramatics, 
television, dance, instrumental groups. 
Low rates. 210 West 50th St., New 
— (cor. B’way), 3rd floor. Mr. Skol- 














nick, 
MAXWELL DuBROW'S_—, 
z Eliz. Norman Room 


FOR THAT LATE SUPPER SNACK 
Served from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. dally 
A Pleasant Rendezvous for 
Screen-TV and Radio Stars 
in 100 year old Colonial Landmark 
1043 Madison Ave (79-80 st.) RE 4-9622 


~~ 














SPECIAL MATERIAL COMPOSED and 
ARRANGED for Radio, Television, 
Ballet and Productions of all types. 


MAURICE BARON 


Staff Composer and Conductor, 
Radio City Music Hall, 1933-1945 


Free Consultation 
8 W. 45th St., New York 19 MU 2-7471 
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THANKS LOADS 
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WIN ELLIOT 
ARLENE JAMES 
THE JESTERS 

TED HAMMERSTEIN 


BILL SEAMAN 


and all the guys 

ond gals, who, every 
Thursday on Dumont, 
put together 


—/ 


* for a grand job in a 
unique emergency on 
Washington's Birthday. 


President, Package Shows, Inc. 


% 3% 2% 2% + 
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Every Saturday 


the CBS television 
network carries 

three programs created 
and produced by WCAU-TV 
_ . the first 

Station outside of 

New York to originate 
three network programs 
in a single day. 


The same creative skill and 
experience that developed 
these top calibre network shows is 
available is you—to alt WCAU-TV 
advertisers. Whether it’s an hour-long 
production you want, or a spot 
announcement, we are staffed 


to give you network-quality results! 


wcau-tv 


The Philadelphia Bulletin Station 


Donald w. Thornburgh, President and General Manager 
Charles Vangla, Vice President in Charge of Television 





GRAND 
CHANCE 
abe 11:30 to 12 noon 
originating from WCAU’s 


Auditorium Theatre. In the atmosphere of 
the Old West, talented teen-agers 
compete in song, dance and novelty acts 
for their big chance in the entertainment world. 
Thomas Freebairn-Smith, Producer 
Warren Wright, Director 





12 noon to 1:00 pm; 


originating from the Camden Convention 
Hall. The circus with all its color 
and excitement comes to TV. A one 
7 hour carnival of clowns, acrobats, jugglers, 
aerialists, animals and brass bands. 
' Charles Vanda, Producer 
Paul Ritts, Director 


Robert Forrest, Script 





7:30 to 8:00 pm, 


Moppet boxing show. Mighty 
mites learn the art of 
self-defense as they 
slug it out bib-to-bib. 
Alan Bergman, Producer and Director 
Frankie Goodman, Associate Producer 
John DaGrosea and Bill Sears, Commentators 


Represented by Radio Sales 
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You Can Look TV Salaries in the Face 
Now; Pay Keeps Pace With Circulation 


behind those in motion pictures, a 
number of Hollywoodites have 
come east. William A. Bacher, 
20th-Fox producer and in the early 
days of radio producer of the Max- 
well House “Showboat” series, has 
rented his Belair house to Ezio 
Pinza and made the trek to Gotham 
to produce the Danny Thomas, 
show for NBC-TV. John Swallow, | 
formerly in charge of Kenyon & 
Eckhardt's Coast office and before 


Video executive jobs are now 
paying better and have reached the 
point where top personnel don't 
have to take a salary cut to make 
the AM-to-TV switch. New situa- 
tion is expected to have broad re- 
percussions in the entertainment 
field as the previous condition, 
when radio personnel had to make 
financial sacrifices in order to get 


. ° a toe is that with NBC, has also moved 
in on tele’s groun oor, S east for a video post. 
changed. Development is cued to Some of the Coastites moving 


the uptrend in TV set circulation, 
time rates and program costs. 

Men who made $300-$500 week- 
ly in other fields and who a year 
or two ago were willing to cut their 
incomes in half to get TV experi- 
ence now find the gamble paying 
off. Walter A. Lowen, head of the 


eastwards, who will make a sizable 
contingent by fall, hope that they 
will be able to entrench themselves 
in tele “and then move it all back 
west, where it belongs, once the 
coaxial cable and relay links are 
set.”” While some TV salaries are 
up, Coastites already in Gotham 
report, the screen scripters now 
placement agency of that name doing tele are still getting only 
and one of the leading employ- | “token” fees. | 
ment specialists in the advertising | One phase of the current em- 
and related fields, reports that’ pjo,ment situation is that news of 
many executive salaries in video 


: “ openings in video brings a phe- 
have more than doubled in the past ,omenal number of responses from 
year. 


} , ; people trying to break into tele. 
Even though tele salaries are far, Ads for TV positions, Lowen re- 
| ports, swamp his staff with inquir- 
ies. Agencies are draining off a 
‘great deal of skilled personnel 
from the webs, since they have 
traditionally been able to pay high- 
‘er salaries than the chains. 


| On this score, Lowen feels, nets 
|, should give their top execs and 
| creative talent a greater stake in 
their creative production. Deals in 
| which toppers are given a percent- 
| age of shows they create, or other 

bonus arrangements, can do much 
| to keep key men at the networks. 


| Nets and agencies looking for 
;men put a premium on experi- 
,ence. A large number of openings 
| ask for seasoned vets, who have a 
minimum year or two in the video 
‘swim behind them, according to 
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Eileen BARTON 


;panies are consequently always 


GUEST STARRING | tower. 26 ty jobs are command. 
ment expert says, it’s because good 
ON TV ;execs are always scarce and com- 


‘Toast of Town’ to Air 
' From Pitt in C. of C. Wee 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 
Ed Sullivan’s .“Toast of 





Chamber 
Welcome Week celebration. 


attending the 1951 fete. 


Sullivan’s teevee show will come | 


Mosque, 3,800-seat 
Music here. 


Syria 
longhair 


from 
mecca of 


Agency has named Harry Kodin- 


sky, local public relations man, to 
handle the  ballyhoo attending 
“Toast of the Town” locally. 


the 
| Town” program will emanate from 
Pittsburgh June 3 as part of the 
of Commerce's annual 
Sulli- 
van himself is coming to town sev- 
eral days ahead of the telecast, to 
participate in community activities 








| Quaker City Twins 


tele stations come 
around $20,000. 
'anKA 
| Dues are admittedly higher than 
{those levied by TBA or the TV 
‘division of NAB, it’s pointed out, 
but they are based on the job the 
| industry indicated it wanted done. 
Work in the tele field for NARTB 
will cover the fight against a 25°% 
excise tax on receivers, a fair in- | Fourth of July, Thanksgiving and 
| terpretation of the excess profits|Christmas. Roach has set up a 
‘tax and such matters as sports |Special firm tagged Holiday Fiims 
'telecasting, all of which makes | for the venture. : 
/the $150,000 budget mapped for| State Department is understood 
\the first year ‘“conservative,”|to be favorably inclined toward 
| Thomas said. sponsoring the films for Overseas 
The board includes a cross-sec-| showings as a public relations idee 


in, would be 


ROACH SKEDS FOUR 
60-MIN, HOLIDAY VIDPIX 


Hollywood, Feb. 27 

Institutional sponsors wil] be 
sought for the four full-hour vid- 
pix which Hal Roach, Jr., will 
make for special release at Easter, 





tion of stations, with nine outlets! For domestic beaming, Roach fig. 
|represented. Dues committee is|ures on drawing sponsors from the 


chaired by George Storer, of Fort;ranks of mortuaries 
Industry, who reps three stations. | firms, utilities, etc ; 
Committee decided to maintain a/|turned out the first hour: 
| continuing study of the dues pic-| films, “The Thre 
ture and, if a revamp is neces-|“Hurricane at P 
Sary, a new fiscal system will be! months >» Pi oon 
planned before starting the next py lhe “he 
dues year in April, 1952. | tively. , 


insurance 
Producer 
long tele. 
e Musketeers” and 
ilgrim Hill,” some 





| 





Continued from page 29 


delphia Society of Crippled Chil- 
dren, and World Affairs Council. 
(4) Indicative of the WCAU-AM- 
TV ascendancy is the announce- 
ment this week of plans for a new 
100,000 square-foot radio and TV 


ceiutre to be erected on a 10-acre | 


site, which will be ready for occu- 
pancy in the spring of ’52. De- 
signed as the last word in moderni- 
ty, it will contain nine studios, 
completely-equipped commercial 
film department, plus all the other 
'accountrements linked with pres- 
'ent-day advances. New building, 
too, reflects the prevailing think- 
ing to “get out of the crowded 
city” (an advance that N. Y. hasn’t 
caught up with as yet), for the new 
WCAU centre will be located near 
the outskirts of the city. Upon 
opening, the present midtown edi- 
fice will be shuttered. 

(5) Again indicative of the sta- 
tion’s bigtime status is the new TV 
rate card, which on March 1 shoots 
the basic Class A hour time to $1,- 
200. That’s tops for Philly, com- 
paring with the $1,000 rate tor the 
two competitive outlets. 


The Vanda program pattern has 
, played no little role in the overall 
operational click and in solidifying 
WCAU in the TV picture. For it 
was Vanda, by virtue of years of 








Detroit—Number of television 
sets as of Feb. 1 in the Detroit 
area was 419,449, an increase of 
18,445 in a month, according to a 
survey made by WXYZ-TY. 


, 
TV Clients Stick 


Continued from page 27 








| that time for next season to a dif- | 


| ferent advertiser. 
| 





Dallas—Over $9.00 fas rais 
In addition, according to the | last Thursday pete oy Po A 
sales chiefs, there’s a tremendous; WFAA-TV March of Dimes. pro- 
overflow of business resulting; grams with some 900 telephone 
| from local and national spot ad-! calls coming in during the two and 
vertisers which makes the situa-| @ Quarter hour telecast. 

tion in local markets even tighter. | 








Too, most local stations, as far as 
possible, would rather carry local | 
programs than network material | 
since they get their full rate card | 
on local shows. All these factors, | 
the sales execs aver, should be 
weighed carefully by current video | 
sponsors who are mulling the ad-| 
visability of taking a hiatus. | 

According to the networks, .ad- | 
| vertisers following the usual policy | 
of ordering the first 13-week cycle 
in the fall 30 days before they | 
bow off for the summer will prob- | 
ably be protected on their station | 
clearances. But in view of the| 
premium on time availabilities, 
they point out, even this procedure 
will not guarantee that the stations 
will accept such orders, as they 
have done in years past. 








Direction: M. C. A. 


For MEN Only | 




















You We cater exciusively and pri- =| 
must | vetely te male grooming. | 
LOOK | @ Scientific Shampoe 


l|@ Hel 

YOUR i: omennit Waetue 

BEST @ Manicuring, tc. 
SALEM’S Hair Care Center 

100 W. 42 St. (Suite 308) N.Y.C, LO, 5.7847 7 
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ready to pay. good prices. : 

Lowen said that agencies are on 
the lookout today particularly for 
experienced TV commercial scrip- 
ters. ; 





Detroit — WXYZ-TV announced 
that the Detroit Bank, through 
Grant Advertising, has purchased 
the March of Time series, “March 
of Time Through the Years” for a 
period of 26 weeks. 


—— 
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Profitable TV Audience 


oa 


| knowhow as CBS program director ‘Chiff Johnson Family’ 
on the Coast during the initial era | : 
Picks Up New Sponsor 


of the Thornburg-Vanda teamup, 
Chicago, Feb. 27. | 

















who innovated the TV daytime se- | 
| rial here; the first TV breakfast | 
om oe ee pi gg sir | “Cliff Johnson Family,” WGN’s | 
' its : members), an y : : : 
first live puppet show, “Willi,” one ‘TOSS ~ the-board morning show, 
of the TV “musts” on Philly’s mop- | aired from the Johnson home, ex- 
‘pet agenda. Big-league commer- pands to 45 minutes March 5. Strip, 
cial entry, however, is the Sealtest' which swung over to WGN -ctast 
“Big Top,” which gave WCAU the spring after several years on 
| distinction of being the first affili- | WBBM, opened on the Chi Tribune 
| ate outside of New York to origi- station as a daily sellout. 
' nate a live TV show for Columbia.; Additional 13 minutes will be 
-bankrolled by Wilbur Ellis Co., | 
/Which has picked up the Tuesday | 
| NCAA and Thursday segments and Ami- | 
:. om ap — _~—, on 
' Monday, ednesday an riday. 
Senanes Seams gage 5 Current daily half hour is saa | 
boxing. Because of the number of | sored Jay’s Potato Chips, Beechnut | 
colleges spread throughout 
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Courtesy of M-G-M 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O'CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN" 
(Universal-international) 
Management: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 




















Currently 


Roosevelt Hotel 
NEW YORK 


Direction: MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 














IDEAL 


CONNECTICUT HOME 
Approximately an acre and ea half. 
Two stery, living room, modern kit- 
chen, four bedrooms, three baths, in 
delightful Darien. Excellent neighbor- 
hood, schools, clubs. Easy commuting 
Grand Central. For particulers write 





exclusive with 


WGAL-TV: 


2 Channel 4 | 
F LANCASTER, PENNA. : 
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Only TV station in—only TV 
this 


station seen — in large, 


rich Pennsylvania market area. 
| TV AFFILIATE 


A STEINMAN STATION 


f | mi 
! ‘ 






Clair R. McCollough, Pres. 
Represented by 


ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 


New York Los Angeles San Francisco Chicago 














country, however, there is still a 
danger that such a system would 
result in hurting the gates of other 
schools. 

Networks have lined up a num- 
ber of arguments to prove their 
contention that a wholesale mora- 
torium would be both unfair and 
premature at this time. For ex- 
ample, they point out that of the 
10,000,000 video receivers in cur- 
culation as of Jan. 1, at least 75° 
of those were bought during the 
previous year. For this reason, 
they claim, the novelty factor must 
have played a large part in keep- 
ing football fans in their living 
rooms on a Saturday afternoon and 
away from the gridirons. As a 
result, there has been no ogpor- 
tunity yet for the development of 
viewing patterns. In addition, ac- 


cording to the webs, the mass of 
Statistics compiled both by them 
and the colleges so far have run 
into too many extenuating circum- 
stances to be termed definitive in 
any way. 
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Continued from page 29 











AL TRACE Orchestra 


ABC-TY Network for 
SENTINEL AND TELE-TRONICS 
also MARTINIQUE, Chicago — ABC and CBS Networks - 











their owned-and-operated outlets, 
| which will pay the same rate other 
| Stations are charged. This ap- 
| proach was taken, Thomas indi- 
| cated, because it is felt the asso- 
| ciation will be strengthened by 
| having all the o-and-o’s participate 
| as individual operations. Annual 


| nick for NBC-TY, if its five owned 


the | Packing, Kraft and Illinois Mest | 





Box 3960, Variety, 154 W. 4éth St., 


Co. New York 19, N. Y. 
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We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK-TV 


CAMEO CURTAINS BEECHNUT CHEWING GUM 
GLARK CANDY BORDEN’S DAIRY 

AMUROL TOOTHPASTE KOOL CIGARETTES 

BOND BREAD O’CEDAR MOPS 

DUFFY MOTT CARPENTER MOTOR PAINT 


GENERAL CONTROLS BULOVA WATCHES 
Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-TV, a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate. 


WJBK-AM «TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS: 488 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 22, ELDORADO 5.2455 


Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY, INCs 
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DISKERS COOL 


Disk Mfrs. Assn. in 


As Major Cos, Indicate Their Apathy 


Another attempt to organize an 
association of disk manufacturers 
got off toa doubtful start last week 
in New York as most of the major 
companies indicated a cool attitude 
towards such an outfit. Initial 
meeting, however, was attended by 
several leading indie outfits in the 
classical field with the prospect 
that any association to be set up 
would have to proceed without the 
majors’ cooperation. 

Initiative for the trade associa- 
tion was taken by Paul Puner, Al- 
legro Records prexy, who was cued 
to the project by the Government’s 
proposed increase in excise taxes 
and impending shortages of raw 
materials as a result of the pre- 
paredness program. Initial session 
was inconclusive, with a second 
meeting set for March 13. 

Some of the major companies 
were skeptical about the initial 
meeting because Puner’s invitation 
tentatively limited participation in 
any association to manufacturers 
solely in the longhair field. Major 
execs stated that the proBlems of 
taxation and raw materials involve 
the pop field as well and it would 
be pointless to form an industry 
group that didn’t cover the major 
part of the business. 

The majors, meantime, indicated 
that they were conducting infor- 
mal meetings of their own in coun- 
tering the imposition of a stiff ex- 
cise tax on disks. Another critical 
shortage expected to come up 
shortly is in the allocation of raw 
materials among the companies. 
It's understood that the majors be- 
lieve that they can get a better 
break from the Government by a 
group repping the four or five big 
companies in the field rather than 
an overall association in which a 
flock of smaller indies would have 
a choice. 

Other areas in which Puner be- 
lieves a trade association can op- 
erate to the benefit of the industry 
is the problem of price-cutting, the 
elimination of free disk distribu- 
tion to radio stations and the draw- 
ing up of an accredited list of re- 
viewers for cuffo disks. Latter has 
been a particularly harassing prob- 
lem for the diskeries, who receive 
numerous requests from small com- 
munity papers for review platters. 


Irving Mills Again 





Handling Ellington 


Irving Mills, vice-prexy of Mills 
Music, is wrapping up a deal with 
Duke Ellington under which he 
will once again take over personal 
management of the bandleader. 
Mills repped Ellington from 1927 
to 1940 for personal appearances 
while the Mills publishing firm pub- 
lished the bulk of Ellington’s com- 
positions during that period. 

It’s understood that one of the 
factors in the deal will be the re- 
newal of copyrights for the Elling- 
ton tunes, which are due to expire 
in the next few years. Most of 
these tunes are held by the Mills 
subsid, American Academy of Mu- 
Sic, and several numbers include 
Mills’ name as collaborator. An- 
other element is the possibility of 


Mills acquiring copyrights in more | 


recent Eilington compositions pub- 
lished by Tempo Music, the band- 
leader’s own firm. 


Illness Stills Israel Orch 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 27. 

Israel Philharmonic Orchestra 
was forced to cancel its date here 
Saturday night (24) due to an influ- 
enza epidemic that affected several 
members of the organization. Band, 
which is accustomed to the warmer 
Palestinian climate, was hit by the 
flu in Denver, where 18 men were 
bedded, some of them being hos- 
Pitalized, 

Orch’s stay on the Coast ended 
this week and they will work their 
way back to New York if the orch 
Members. pacever: ins singe: s+.4.6 8 + 





Doubtful Start — FEW HITS FROM 


PRAT MUSICALS 


With pop songs virtually monop- 
olizing the hit roster, artists and 


Decca Set to Record ng thei ists an 
x reperto e 
Album on ‘King and |’ | oh of teas Gas os Wasnene 


cil | this spring with a wary eye. Asa 
_Decca Records is virtually set to result of the disappointing experi- 
pick up the original cast album |ence on wax of tunes out of shows 
rights to the Rodgers & Hammer- | currently boxoffice successes, a&r 
stein legit musical, “The King and | staffers feel that future single se- 
I,” which opened in New Haven | lections frem the legit musicals 
Monday (26) in a pre-Broadway | now in the offing must be based on 
tryout. Williamson Music, Chap- | the criteria applying to all pops. 


Going overboard in their com- 





a 
be 
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AFM, Nets Stalled Over Wage Hikes; 
Disk Ban, TV-Pix Demands Hang Fire 


¥ Prospects for an early agreement 
between the American Federation 


Victor’s Tony Martin To of Musicians and major radio-TV 
° | networks faded this week as nego- 

Head Filmusical Album | tistions were stalled over the first 
RCA’s Manie Sacks is planning: major hurdle, with at least two 
a “Two Tickets to Broadway” al-| more major questions still to be 
| bum, built around the Tony Mar-/| approached. Initial dispute be- 
tin-Janet Leigh filmusical (RKO), | tween the parties : 1volved the hike 


with songs by Jule Styne and Leo ‘in pay scales for musicians, with 
Robin. AFM prez James C. Petrillo hold- 





Martin, now in New York, has 


W TUNES 


Decca had the inside track on 
the album rights because Gertrude 
Lawrence, who is under contract 
to Decca, is star of the show. Giv- 
ing the original-cast album rights 
to Decca precludes a situation sim- 
‘ilar to “Call Me Madam,” which 
| RCA Victor had to cut without the 
|show’s star, Ethel Merman, be- 
jcause of the latter’s pact with 
| Decca. 


School Programs 
Accent Pop Musi 


Pop music is currently getting 
an increased accent in school pro- 
grams with realization by educa- 
tors that such music can play a 
|vital role in stimulating interest 
| among youngsters, according to Dr. 
John C. Kendel, vice-prexy and op- 
|erating head of the American Music 
| Conference. Latter outfit has been 
_acting as a service organization for 
|instrument manufacturers and 
|standard publishers in promoting 
'musical education in the schools. 
| Although the longhair and stand- 
ard works still predominate in the 
, Schools, Kendel said increased use 
of current tunes has stemmed 
|from the growing quality of pop 
;}music. As a result, arrangements 
| of pops are being sold to schools 
|for small vocal ensembles and con- 
cert bands in far greater quantity 
than a decade ago, when educators 
contended that pop music had no 
place in the curriculum. 

Although the Music Publishers 
Protective Assn., repping the pop 
publishers, has not joined the 
AMC, many individual firms have 
indicated a willingness to cooperate 
with the organization in its work of 
furthering music in the schools. 
Kendel stated that the AMC has 
been particularly successful in pro- 
moting musical projects on a com- 
munity basis, with the resultant in- 
crease in home instrument and 
sheet music sales. 


COAST ASCAP-ERS ASK 
SALARY FOR GILBERT 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
ASCAP prexy Otto Harbach re- 














member demand that L. Wolfe 
Gilbert, chairman of the ASCAP 
Coast committee, be placed on 
salary. He has served without pay 
for the last two years although, 
of course, expenses incurred in 
various cross-country trips, have 
been underwritten. ; 
Complicating the demand, how- 
ever, was a second petition asking 
|Harbach to nominate Gilbert for 
‘the ASCAP board in next month’s 
| election. Victory in that election 
| would make it difficult for Gilbert 
| to serve here due to the amount 
of time he would be required in 
New York for board meetings. 
Semi-annual ASCAP Coast meet- 
ing, at which Harbach reported 
the Society’s gross income for 1950 
approximated $11,870,000, also was 
marked by an unexpected tirade 
against many ASCAP practices. Al- 
though technically not entitled to 
attend since he is a New Yorker, 
Pinky Herman walked in unan- 
nounced to harangue against what 
he called ASCAP’s. “self-perpetuat- 
‘ing board” and demanded that 
|board members Edgar Leslie, 








| Stanley Adams and George Meyer. Durante on the latter’s NBC tele- 


Sash agp’) gt 6 FH AE 


pel] subsid, is publishing the score. | 


|mitments of wax to show tunes 
last fall as a result of the hit 
famine at the time, recording com- 





, Out of show scores. Their enthusi- 
| asm for this type of song is under- 
| Standable. With a Broadway show- 
|case, name writers and cream pro- 
'duction spots in radio and TV 
| Shows, percentage favored the suc- 
icess of show tunes. However de- 
| spite all these favorable factors, 
only two have stepped out: Irving 
Berlin’s “You’re Just in Love,” 
| from “Call Me Madam,” and Frank 
| Loesser’s: “Bushel and a Peck,” 
|from “Guys and Dolls.” 
This costly experience finds a&r 
| heads inclined not to be panicked 
| by songs that may be strong in the 
| score context but are nevertheless 
, weak in the ingredients that make 
for wide public acceptance. They’re 
closing their minds to all consid- 
erations but one: is it commercial? 
In line with the policy of picking 
a song for etching strictly on its 
(Continued on page 54) 





Delaney Exits 


London After 
Tiff With Lewis 


head of British Decca and London 


Records, Joe Delaney, artists and 
repertory chief of London, re- 
signed from the company last week. 
Exiting with Delaney were his as- 
sistant Jack Pleis and pop promo- 
tion manager Bill Simon, both of 
whom came into the company un- 


| panies cut up to six singles each° 


just been renewed for five more 
years by Sacks who went to the 
Coast purposely. Singer did the 
Milton Berle television show last 
night (Tues.), and is on Colgate 
Comedy Hour next Sunday. He 
returns. west pronto for his own 
radio show and then doubles back 
to follow the Ritz Bros. into the 
Roxy, N. Y. 


Jukebox War 


Looms in Det. 


Detroit, Feb. 27. 
A jukebox war is getting under 
way in Detroit, police were warned 
by the head of the jukebox owners 


association and the AFL chief 
whose union members service the 
boxes. The declaration of war was 
made against all operators who 
don’t belong to the two groups. 
Immediate target is Philip Berman, 
who gave testimony detrimental to 
the union before the U. S. Senate 
crime committee. 

Warning of the impending battle, 
| which it was insisted would be 
| “strictly legal,” was given police 
| by William E. Bufalino, president 
(of Local 985 Coin Machine Work- 
‘ers, AFL Teamsters Union, and 
' Raymond W. Clason, business man- 
| ager of the Automatic Phonograph 
Owners Assn. Berman, who op- 








poured over two of his machines. 
' In his testimony at the crime 
hearing, Berman said it was “pay 
|tribute to their organizations or 
-else.” The “or else,” he said, 
|meant machines were _ sabotaged 
and service workers endangered. 
|Bufalino denied those allegations 


ing out for a 20% boost, or twice 
as much as the networks are will- 
ing to grant. As previously indi- 
cated, networks said they were 
| willing to grant the 10% maximum 
iraise under the Government’s 
| wage-freeze order. 

While Petrillo, however, drove 
for the wage boost, ranks of the 
musicians union urged the leader- 
ship to press for bigger job quotas 
in radio and video. Unemployment 
is the vital. question to be licked, 
| according to the ranks, with the 
| problem of whether a studio tooter 
| gets $180 or $200 a week strictly 
subsidiary. Unionists are particu- 
| larly burned over the alleged prac- 
‘tice by networks of substituting 
| disks for live musicians on several 
| shows even while the negotiations 
are proceeding. , 


It’s believed that differences 
over the wage scale boosts will be 
ironed out with give-and-take on 
i both sides. The next two union de- 
mands, however, are expected to 
produce a far more serious dis- 
‘agreement between the union and 
the industry. Stil. on the agenda 
are the union’s proposals for the 
elimination of all disks on shows 
‘between 8 a.m. and midnight and 
the payment of 5% of the gross on 
‘all films produced by the networks 
for video exhibition. To date, the 
| nets have refused to consider these 
demands until the wage questions 
, were settled. 


Petrillo is reportedly in the mid- 
dle on the disk ban demand. On 





Following a reported difference erates jukes in 50 bars and eat- One hand the ranks are pressing 
over policy with E. R. (Ted) Lewis, eries, said acid already has been for its inclusion in the contract in 


some form; on the other hand Pe- 
trillo is mindful of his pact with 
‘the recording companies, which are 
' paying 5% of their gross sales to 
'a welfare fund for musicians. A 
ban on -disks on the air would in- 
| evitably lead to a bitter fight with 
| the diskerics. : 


in an appearance before the com-' On the 5% payment to a welfare 


der Delaney. Tawny Neilson, head | mittee 
of the waxery’s children’s depart- | 5 


ment and former BBC program di- | 





Policy disagreement at London 
stemmed from Lewis’ reported in- 
sistence that the company shift its 


raumfts ben toined (oe MERC QUITS HOLLYWOOD 


WITH EXIT OF GELLER 


emphasis to artists and disks made | , 
under British Decca’s imprint. This | Mercury Records’ Coast artists and | 
stand ran counter to Delaney’s repertory head this week, the disk- | 





1 fund on video films, which is Pe- 
_trillo’s special baby, the networks 

are also expected to put strong 

resistance once the question is 
| raised. Networks previously reject- 
|ed this proposal on the grounds 
| that it would open the door for 


With the exit of Harry Geller as, other unions to make similar de- 


nds. 





strategy since joining London six 
‘months ago after leaving a sales 
exec post at Coral Records. De- 


turned to New York yesterday laney had been building London’s | will be split between Art Tal- 
(Mon.), taking with him a Coast | American roster of artists in such madge, executive veepee in Chi- | 


idiverse fields as polka, western, 
(Continued on page 54) 


DURANTE SHIFTING TO 
RCA AS M-G PACT ENDS 





ery will close its Hollywood office. 
With Geller’s leaving, a&r duties 


Marks Mulling 


cago, and Joe Carlton, veepee in. 
|New York, with the latter also on 


Link a GM 
e 


| ments. | Harry Link ,is huddling with 
| Geller is slated to lead the orch Herbert Marks, prexy of E. B. 
‘backing Frankie Laine’s first rec-, Marks Music Corp., on a deal 
‘ording session for Columbia’ whereby he would step into the 
‘Records at the beginning of April.' general professional managership 


Jimmy Durante is moving into He was associated with all Laine’s 
the RCA Victor fold following the | disks before latter left the Mer- 
‘recent expiration of his pact with | cury label recently. 
| the Metro studio and the pic com- | 
| pany’s subsid, M-G-M Records. Al- | 


Ate et ete ear'nis ast sides RCA Picks Up Option 
On ‘Make Wish’ Score 


for the diskery recently with Met 
RCA Victor has picked up its 


Opera soprano Helen Traubel. 
numbers, “The Song’s Gotta Come | option on the right to. the original- 











Disk, comprising two comedy | 





| From the Heart” and a “Real Piano | cast album of the Jule Styne-Harry | 
| Player,” have been released on a/ Rigby legit musical production of 


{12-inch platter, with Victor also | “){ake a Wish” and will cut the 
‘having cut an alternate 10-inch ver-| album shortly after the show 
‘sion. Bigger-sized disk is being is- 
‘sued for the retail trade with like- 
lihood that the 10-incher will be 
|marketed for jukeboxes. Miss 
'Traubel originally did “Song's 
'Goota Come From the Heart” with 


/of the show, which gave the com- 
pany first crack at the disk rights 
and radio-video performances. 

Album will inelude Nanette 
Fabray and Melville Cooper. who 
_., \top the show’s cast. 


‘@es,e@r *e@ne. a, -_2ee@@e wr 


vision show... | sre 


opens on Broadway in April. RCA | 
-has put up $10,000 as part angel | 


‘of the pubbery. Final details to be 
| ironed out involved the amount of 
coin which Link will get. 


_ Marks has been looking for 
someone to fill the slot formerly 
he'd by Phil Kornheiser, who is 
about to open his own publishing 
firm. Link, whose recent flyer in 
pubbing was stymied when his tune 
‘AA Nickel Ain’t Worth a Cent To- 
, day” collided with Valando Music’s 
“Once Upon a Nickel,” had been 
professional manager of _ Feist 
,Musie just prior to his publishing 
, venture. 





Czech pianist Rudolf Firkusny 
finishes his 18th tour of the U. S. 
tomorrow (28), and leaves for Eu- 
rope, to open in Paris March 4, as 
so o'st with the Conservatoire Or- 

' chestra. 
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Nat “King” Cole: “Always You”- 
up eeeatlen Moon” (Capitol). “Al- 
ways You,” based on a Tschaikow- 
-kv theme, makes strong romantic 
fodder for Cole. Number has good 
ivries and Cole handles the famil- 
jar melody with his usual effec- 
tiveness. Les Baxter orch backs 
up excellently. On the flip, Cole 
changes pace with a neat rhythm 
yendition of a clever item. Neal; 
Hefti orch accomps. 


Denny Vaughan 





Orch: 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD. 








Lang taking over Gene Kelly’s 
role. Latter neatly handles such 
tunes in “You Mustn’t Kick It 
Around” and “I Could Write A 
Book” with Miss Segal doing an 
ace job on “Bewitched” and “What 
Is A Man,” among other numbers. 
Supporting cast includes Barbara 
Ashley, who performs solidly on 
“That Terrific Rainbow”; Jo Hurt, 
who handles “Zip” in okay 


| Style; and Beverly Fite and Ken- 
“Too neth Remo who execute a couple 


VYoung”-“I Love the Way You Say | of duets with the principals. Ted 


Good-Night” (Coral). Vaughan’ 
comes up with his strongest piece 
of material in “Too Young,” a 
beautiful ballad that rates lots of 
jock spins. Instrumental treatment 
js rich and Vaughan’s vocal hits 
the right mood. Reverse is an okay 
workover of an oldie. 

Jimmy Durante-Helen Traubel: 
“The Song’s Gotta Come From the 
Heart’-“A Real Piano Player” 
‘Victor). A couple of special ma- 
terial sides with Jimmy Durante 
playing counterpoint to Helen 
Traubel. “Heart” is a fair comedy 
item that’s lifted by the contrast 
of Durante’s vocalizing and ad! 
libs with Miss Traubel’s ‘kidding- 
on-the-square operatic pipes. 





some barrelhouse riffs on 
piano. Roy Bargy batons on this 
12-inch disk. 

Bing Crosby: “Sentimental Mu- 
sic’-“Any Town is Paris When) 
You're Young”; “With My Shille- | 
lagh Under My Arm”-“St. Patrick’s 
Day Parade” (Decca). Crosby; 
comes through with one of his 
standout vocals on “Sentimental 
Music,” slating it for heavy jock 
and juke spins. ‘Paris’ is another | 
pleasing ballad rendered okay with 
backing from John Seott Trotter’s 
orch and the Jud Conlon choir. 
Two other sides are conventional 
Irish tunes for the St. Patrick's | 
Dav celebration. Matty Matlock | 
orch and Mellomen vocal group 
back up. 

David Rose Orch: ‘May the Good 
Lord Bless and Keep You’-“The 
Vision ‘of Bernadette” (M-G-M).! 
David Rose has put a couple of his 
rich and tasteful arrangements on’ 
a couple of religioso tunes for an 
excellent disk. 
handled with 


an effective choral 
interpretation with a fine back- 
ground. “Bernadette” is given a 
deeper religious atmosphere ap- 
propriate to the song’s theme. 
Georgia Gibbs: “Once Uvnon a 
Nickel’-“Sho Shoo Baby” (Coral). 
“Nickel” is a clever musical com- 
mentary on these _ inflationary 
times and Miss Gibbs socks it 
across for full value. Solid lvrics 
and neat nostalgic melody slates 
it for a big play. On the bottom 
deck, Miss Gibbs bounces across | 
an odlie with her usual zestful 


stvle. Glenn Osser orch  back- 
grounds. 

Frank Sinatra: “Faithful’- 
“Voure the One” (Columbia). : 


“Faithful” is one of the best sides. 


waxed by Sinatra in some time. | 


There’s more vocal assurance and | 


feeling on this fine ballad than ¢@ 
has been apparent in Sinatra’s re-| x 


cent releases. Reverse is another | 
good vocal on-a Jovely tune, Stan' 


Freeman being featured on a key- | 


board solo. Axel Stordahl batons 
orch and chorus 
tured arrangements. 

Louis Armstrong: 
Just in Love” (Decca). Armstrong 


“If”’-“You’re , 


fans will get kicks out of his,vo- 
calizing of the current ballad hit. | 
As usual, Satchmo gives his ver-' 
sion a hot twist that gives it a big. 


juke potential. On- the reverse, 
Armstrong duets with Velma Mid- 


d'eton on the rhythm ballad, 
sg Just in Love” for solid 
results. 


George Shearing Quintet: “For 


You"-“Little White Lies” (M-G-M). 
Shearing’s quintet has been waxing 
4 consistent brand of jazz music, 
certainly ‘the best in the progres- 
sive idiom. @n these sides the old 
combo is still intact and the sounds 
are dished up with freshness and 
intricate musicianship that stamps 
Shearing’s disks with clear superi- 
onmty, 

King’s Men: “The King of All 
Kings”-“The Tears of St. Anne” 
‘Deeca). The religioso cycle con- 


“Good Lord” is . 


in richly tex- . 


tinues unabated and these two en-: 
tries should help sustain commer- | 


cial impact. Male quartet handles 
both sides with pleasing harmon- 
ization and suitable mood. Orch 
backing lends support. 


Album Reviews 


.: Vivienne Segal-Harold Lang: 
Pal Joey” (Columbia). With cur-' 


rent interest in show tune albums 


at a peak, Columbia has packaged | 


# solid long-play set based on the 


10-year old Rodgers & Hart musi- | 


j 


cal. Disk features Vivienne Segal, | 


from the original cast, with Harold | #¢ 


Royal handled the orchestrations 
for this set which is batoned by 
Lehman Engel and produced by 
Goddard Lieberson. 


Platter Pointers 


Sy Oliver batons a solid set of 
dance music on a Decca long play 


| disk ... In a trickier instrumental 


vein. Claude Thornhill delivers 
interestingly on a Columbia long- 
play “Encores” disk . Helen 
O’Connell has a fair side in “The 
Loveliest Night of the Year” 
(Capitol) .. . George Wright deliv- 
ers fine instrumentals on a flock 


|of standards, including “Night and 
| Day” and “Always” for King Ree- 


On | ord: 
the flip, more_the same type of} a a of “adr vous Bes & cule 


duetting with Durante also taking | (M-G-Mp» mood 


“Tonda Wanda Hoy” 


. Fred Waring orch 


the | delivers in rich style on a couple 
,Of religioso 


items, “The Palms” 
and “The Crucifix,” Jane Wilsom 
soloing (Decca) . . . Charlie Bar- 


,met’s orch has an okay instrumen- 


tal on “Spain” (Capitol) . . . On 
same label, Red Imsle dishes up a 
hectic version of “Let Me In”... 
Hoagy Carmichael and Cass Daley 
team solidly on “Aba Daba Honey- 
moon” (Decca) . . Bob Dewey 
orch impresses nicely on “The 


| Merry Widow Waltz” (Victor)... 
| Bud Brees handles ‘‘My Desire” in 


| pleasing fashion for  Pavilon 
‘ Records. 

Standout folk, western, jazz, 
polka, religious, etc.: Tiny Hill 


Orch, “Let’s Live A Little” (Mer- | 


cury) ... Sara Forde, “The Man I 
Love” (Mercer) . Earl Bostic 


| Orch, “Rockin’ and Reelin’ ” (King) 


.. . Swanee River Boys, “Carry Me 
Back To Old Virginny” (M-G-M) 
. . . Lucky Millinder- Big John 
Greer, “The Jumpin’ Jack” (King) 


On Jolie” (Coral) 


Keep Jukes at 5c 


Detroit, Feb. 27. 
The price of lighting up a juke- 





box and hearing a somg is going perhaps showcase only one or two 


to remain at a nickel. 


Raymond 
W. Clason, 


business manager of 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Feb. 17) 
London, Feb. 19. 
Tennessee Waltz. ..Cinephonic 
Petite Waltz ........;.Leeds 
My Heart Cries..... ..-Morris 
If Lennox 
Beloved Be Faithful. . Pickwick 
Canoe Up River........Leeds 
Ferry Boat Inn......Connelly 
All Big LOVE. ..ccees. Maurice 
Nevertheless .....Chappell 
September Song ....Sterling 
I'll Always Love You. Victoria 


O46 bb. d 06.46) 4.4 24-0 O68 


In English Garden ...... Sun 
Second 12 
Autumn Leaves...... Maurice 
Sleigh Ride........ ....- Mills 
TERE ME MDADD IEE feiss adsl desea sate Leeds 


1 Taw a Puddy Tat. .Connelly 
Play Simple Melody... . Berlin 
Marshmallow World. .Kassner 
Just the Way You Are. . Disney 
My Imagination ....Connelly 
Orange Colored Sky... Morris 
She’s a Lady........ Kassner 
Get Out Records....Chappell 
Rudolph Reindeer. ..Chappell 


Dixie Fades In 


Chi Stronghold 


Chicago, Feb. 27. 
Chicago, a stronghold of jazz and 

















.. Jack Rivers, “Shame, Shame i%8 up oKay grosse 

Edgewater Beach hotel unprec- 
edentedly purchased the Woody 
Herman orch for March 23 for a 
According to better chorus than the Met’s. 
regularly | 


up until a few months ago one of | 


| the key spots in the nation where 
| Dixieland flourished to any degree 


| during its upsurge, is currently a 
wasteland for jump 


| comparative 
| bands. 


Four Dixie units are presently 


‘holding forth in small bistros, but 
ithe response accorded the groups ; 
| last summer has nosedived sharply. 


Flutter of Fledermice Albums As . : 
RCA, Col, London Wax ‘Fledermaus: 


By ARTHUR BRONSON 
Biggest hit of the Metropolitan 
Opera’s 67-year history isn’t an 
/opera at all, but an operetta— 
‘Johann Strauss’ bubbling “Die 
Fledermaus” (“The Bat’). Staged 
‘at the Met this season for the first 


time in 35 years, the melodious | 


musical has been done there over 
| a dozen times already, always to an 
| SRO house, setting a Met record in 
| number of performances of a work 
|/in one season, 


| It was natural, then, for the work 
‘to appear on records. What was 
unexpected, however, was the rash 
‘of Fledermice, three versions of the 
{Strauss Schlagobers showing up 
'this winter. Columbia announced 
an “official” Metropolitan Opera 
version, while RCA Victor took the 


edge off Col’s by releasing earlier a | 


|“Fledermaus” Highlights album, 


‘doing all the big numbers and | 


jusing some of the stars of the 
Met’s production. London Records 
also offers its version, this one in 
'German (the other two are in Eng- 
lish). RCA “Fledermaus” is on one 
‘LP, as against Col’s and London’s 
two LP disks, and 78’s are in pro- 
portion. 

Of the two English versions, 
‘RCA has the double-barreled ad- 
/vantage over Columbia of youth 
‘and intelligibility. The RCA sing- 
ers in the vital roles of Rosalinda 
and Adele are younger and fresher 
—and they are understood. Colum- 
bia’s duo are mainly unintelligible. 


The RCA “Fledermaus” is a 


‘leaves out. It has wittier dialog 
and verses. And it includes 
‘Strauss’ “Roses from the South” 
‘waltz, played for the sccond-act 
' ballet music, and here richly pre- 
‘sented by the Metop orch under 
| Eugene Ormandy. 


| Accenting the Negative 

' But it’s in the pivot roles of 
‘Adele and Rosalinda that Col’s 
album fails. Lily Pons, as Adele, 
‘and Ljuba Welitck, as Rosalinda, 
are superior singers. But their ac- 
cents grate, and spoil the record- 
|ing. Pons’ is particular surprising 
for her long stay in this country. 
| Her English is unintelligible. And 
ithis is a shame, as the trills and 
‘coloratura in her big arias are a 
treat. 

| The London recording,’ done by 
| Viennese artists, plus chorus of 
the Vienna State Opera and the 
Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra, 
; all conducted by Clemens Kraus, 
is a treat. Album ‘(in German) has 
{the warmth and schmaltz, the au- 
| thentic feeling, of the opera's na- 
itive Vienna. Singers are quite 
good, especially the femmes; the 
diction is clear and distinct; there 
‘is an authoritative air to the work, 
‘and it comes off as a dashing, spir- 
|ited recording. Leads are Julius 
Patzak (Eisenstein), Hilde Gueden 
(Rosalinda), Anton Dermota ‘Al- 
fred), Alfred Poell (Falke), Wilma 
Lipp (Adele), and Sieglinde Wag- 
ner (Orlovsky). Gueden is terrific 
'in the second-act Czardas; Lipp is 
| as sock in the third-act Audition 
Scene. The interpolated second-act 





Business at local jazz strongholds, *harp, incisive performance, done | pallet music, Strauss’ “Voices of 
|Blue Note, Hi-Note, Jazz, Ltd., and With clarity, pace and spirit under 
|Club Silhouette, has tumbled since the baton of the Met's own Fritz 


‘the first of the year, though the 


Reiner. There is good enunciation 


| Spring” Waltz has a gay, sprightly 
|reading. Probably this “Fleder- 
|maus” rendition is the choicest of 


‘Blue Note reportedly has absorbed throughout by all the singers; the | the three. 


‘less punishment thau the other , Verses are audible. ! 
Fact that the management .Sion by Ruth and Thomas Martin | 


spots. 


|circumventing the five-day 


| proviso of Local 10, AFM, by shy- 
‘ing away from band attractions as 
imuch as possible and using acts. 

Ella Fitzgerald is currently rack- : 
s for the nitery.' Reiner and the RCA Victor Or- | 


| three-week roost. 


‘GAC, which set the deal, however, 
{Herman will smother his jump 


is appropriating more money for 
| its attractins has paid off in part; 


English ver- 


‘has acceptable lyrics that are a 
little stilted sometimes; the libretto 


‘and then again the Blue Note is iS never as witty and gay as the | 
week | Met’s Garson Kanin-Howard Dietz | 


version. But it will do. 


And the performance sparkles. 


Singers are firstrate, and chorus 
and orchestra good. Overture by 


chestra especially is snappy. The 
Robert Shaw Chorale offers spir- 
ited support at all times, and is a 


Patrice Munsel, who 
Steals the show at the Met Opera 


‘tempos as much as possible, and with her delineation of the maid, 


|of his hot arrangements. 


Jimmy Dorsey orch, which re- 


Adele, is as surefire here, her love- 
ly coloratura shining throughout. 
Regina Resnick brings a warm, 


the Automatic Phonograph Owners | cently pulled out of the spot, also YOUng dramatic soprano to the 
Assn., had announced a couple of | had toned down perceptibly, keep- Rosalinda role. 


weeks ago that .the price would be 
increased to 10c. 


In sticking to the nickel he said , other. Charlie Ventura and Charlie Certain advantages. 
the Government's 


metal 


receive dimes impossible. 


- MY HEART CRIES FOR YOU (4) (Massey)... 


TENNESSEE WALTZ (13) 
IF (5) (Shapiro-B)........ 


SO LONG (5) (Folk-W)... 


- YOU'RE JUST IN LOVE (4) (Berlin)...... 
THE ROVING KIND (8) (Hollis) 


7 
8. WOULD I LOVE YOU (1) 


9. ABA DABA HONEYMOON (1) (Feist)..... ce eeeccccccccere 


+ 

+ 

* 

; 
Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
ee reer Mercury 
, D. Reynolds-C. Carpenter MGM 
{ Betty Hutton-Perry Como Victor 
* | Mag Whiting-Jim Wakely Capitol 
Tony Martin-Dinah Shore Victor 

t 

+ 

* 


10. A BUSHEL AND A PECK 


PENNY A KISS (Shapiro-B) .. 
IF YOU’VE GOT THE MONEY 


NEVERTHELESS (15) (Chappell).........eeseeee0- 


MOCKIN’ BIRD HILL (Southern).... 
HARBOR LIGHTS (17) (Chappell)..........0.-eseeee- 


LET ME IN (Oxford)........--. 


THINKING OF YOU (9) (Remick).........++++- eaVetegs 


ALL MY LOVE (18) (Mills)... 


THE THING (8) (Hollis) 
I'LL ALWAYS LOVE YOU (9) 


I STILL FEEL THE SAME ABOUT YOU (Odette)........-.-.-- 


OH BABE (Alamo) __. 


SPARROW IN THE TREETOP (Santly-J).........---+ ataewiie 


1 APOLOGIZE (Crawford)... 


LITTLE ROCK GETAWAY (Feist). ........--- 50ers eeees reer 


1 
2. 
3. 
4. BE MY LOVE (6) CD. 5 i wasn dedeens 
5. 
6 


jing its torrid 


“Sweet Georgia 


Columbia’s “official” album is 


| Brown” in stock, and perhaps one !ess satisfying than RCA’s, despite 


commercial idiom, also. 








VARIETY B a) ll ei | . 
reecewesewees 1() Best Sellers on Coin-Machine 

{ Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia : 
** |} Vie Damone .. 


CN 664440 Sed400000000004 


eeeeeeeeeeveoeseves 


eee @ weer eaeeeesesreeseeee 


(Disney)......... (t6heedsbeceeas 
(8) (Morris)........... rere rrr 


Second Group 


eeeeseeeene 


CODD. 6:6.65 6664 460040 604493 09.08 


eeoeeeeeeeeeeree eeeeeveeoeee 


eorreeeeee 


eee eS eoeeeesr eee ees eer eeeeeseeeeeoe 


(Famous) 


HeCBD SORES C66 ESOS E COE ECEVSCOECC CCHS ES 


| Perry GOMO .c.ecess 
** }J0 Stagverd ...«. 


{ Paul Weston 
*“) Mille Bros. ...ccsoees 


{ Les 
* ) Pattt_Page .. 


* ( Bde Fane? 1100664000. 
sececeee:) Don Cherry .. 


It is  better- 





Week of Feb. 24 


0-0-4 44O4 444944006 
. 


ere Mercury 


..Mercuy ¢ 


Patti Page > 


eer oe es 


.ee.-- Columbia 
Victor 
Decca 
Victor 


Mario LON ........... 


Weavers-Gord. Jerukins .. 
Perry Como-Fontane Sis. 


Jo Stafford ...... .... Columbia 


weeeeee.- Columbia 
. Decca 

. Capitol 
eee Mercury 


Columvia 


ico: | ee ax 


Sammy Kaye ......- 
Bobby Wayne London 

Victor 
. Decca 
Mercury 


Patti Page 
Phil Harris .. Vietor 
Dean Marti~ .. Capitol 
Georgia Gibbs ..%...... Coral 
Kay Starr . . Capitol 


Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
MGM 


i Ree re. Capitol 


+ eee sr oeeers 


s@eeeeeeere 


Billy Eckstine 
Les Paul 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number ot weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 
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Victor ¢! 





Coast AFM’s Local 
| Drops Tax Officer 


In Election Aftermath 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Local 47, AFM, has dropped tax 
officer Ray Huffine and his assist- 
‘ant, Willard Horton, as an after- 
math to the recent local election. 
Both jobs are filled by appointment 
of the administration. 

Huffine originally was appointed 
by the late J. K. “Spike” Wallace 
on the recommendation of union 
accountant John J. Sewell. In the 
election, Huffine openly  cam- 
paigned for Sewell, who opposed, 
and was defeated by incumbent 
secretary Maury Paul. 

After the election, Huffine and 
Horton were handed two’ weeks’ 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


: é told t art. 
freeze Barnet bands, both dynamic units "ounded, with more of the opera. oe 
made alteration® of the boxes to in the past, have eased into the presented. There are little charm- | 

ing bits that RCA’s Highlights 





COAST TUNE TOUTS NIX 
| FEMME APPLICANT 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 
| Chivalry ain’t dead—but busi- 
‘ness is. 
| That's the reason the local Music 
*Publishers Contact Employees gave 
for turning down the membership 
application of Gerri Green, one of 
‘the few femmes ever to seek ad- 
mission to the ranks of the Coast 
: tunetouts. 
| MPCE chairman Lucky Wilder 
| told her, regretfully, that there 
are too many veteran male plug- 
gers currently unemployed to con- 
, sider admitting new members. Miss 
| Green promptly went over his head 
‘and appealed directly to national 
, prexy Bob Miller in N. Y. 
Formerly an office-administrator 
for Santly-Joy Music here, she has 
done some work for the firm since 
‘it closed its local office and dis- 
missed its tune tout a month ago. 
Only woman ever admitted to the 
Coast local of the songpluggers’ 
| guild was Mildred Cavanaugh (wife 
, of Dave Cavanaugh, Capitol’s New 
| York recording director, who was 
{then a bandleader), who won her 
‘card four years ago after a six- 
| week fight which was climaxed 
‘when Capitol Songs told the union 
_it wouldn't hire anyone if Mrs. 
| Cavanaugh didn’t win her applica- 
tion. Turndown at that time was 
for the same reason, too many tune 
, touts out of work. 





es 





} 

| Jon Arthur who conducts the 
{No School Today” airer over the 
‘ABC net from WSAI, Cincinnati, 
| will record as Sparkie, one of the 
‘characters he plays on the show, 


SHO 444444444644444444404444444 | fOr Columbia Records. 
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Philly 





Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 
Formation of Associated Orches- 
tra Leaders of Philadelphia has 
the music industry speculating 
here. The new organizaion’s pur- 


pose, according to its announce- | 


ments, is “to promote better un- 


tual interest of bandsmen.” 


Musicians saw’ in the group a 
trade association formed to beat 
the widespread practice of scale 
cutting, stemming from the _in- 
creased rates that went into effect 
last spring when the new regime 
took over at Local 77, AFM. 

Associated Orchestra Leaders 
only take into the organization 
members who “comply with City, 
State and Federal laws,” which 
means, bandsmen who pay local 
and Federal taxes and who can 
show a Federal account 


preferred list of sidemen, by its 
practice of checking layoffs with 
each other and giving work to 
available musicians. Although the 
leaders disavowed any plan to set 
up a “blacklist,” something like it 
could be achieved, it’s said, through 
the vreferential system. 

Officers of the new Association 
are Abe Neff, president; Howard 
Lanin, vice-president; Mark Davis, 
secretary, and Jack Lewis, treas- 
urer. Sylvan Herman, is chair- 
man of memberships and George 
Sommers is chairman of by-laws. 

Main motive behind the organiza- 
tion of the maestros is believed to 
be the collapse of music business 
here for a number of leaders, fol- 
lowing the victory of the independ- 
ent ticket, which carried Charles 


McConnell into the presidency of 


Local 77 last year. 

The new regime promptly 
stituted wage increases all along 
the line, and price-cutting became 
general. One bandleader, who has 


been playing to schools and col-| 


leges in this area for eight years, 
said he was about ready to throw 
up the sponge. He found it almost 


Bandleaders Organize Outhit 
To Fight Cutting of High AFM Scales 


iat the rates demanded by 
“were being taken by bands playing 


‘ ‘two bookings from mid-November | 
derstanding and work for the mu- to New Year's, blamed it on hold- 


ling to scale prices. 


number. | 
The Association will also keep a 


in- | 


impossible to book an engagement 
the 
union, because virtually all of the 
college and high school dances 





for what they could get. | 
This bandleader, who had only | 





His regular 
musicians, he said, refused dates 
because they could get more an | 
gagements playing with bands that | 
paid as much as $5 under the list 
price. He only voiced part of a 
growing sentiment in Local 77, that 
music here is priced beyond the 
range of the average women’s club, 
school group or college frat. 


Rhythm-Blues Sales At | 
Col Headed by Kessler 


Columbia Records has instituted 
an important change in its sales 
setup by establishing a merchan- | 
dising department for rhythm and 
blues under the managership of 
Danny Kessler. Kessler, who re- 
tains his current post as national 
rep in charge of record promotion, 
will also assist Don Law and Mitch 
Miller in r&b artists and repertory. 

Move, which stems from Jim 
Conkling, Col’s new prexy, was 
made to apply special merchandis- 
ing techniques to r&b _ releases 
which hitherto had been handled 
as part of the overall pop exploita- 
tion picture. Kessler, who assumed 
his new duties last week, has left 
for the midwest in a search for 
new talent for his department. 








NEW K.C. MUSIC CO. 


Kansas City, Feb. 27. 

New music firm has been formed | 
here under name of Gershman & | 
Goodman, Inc. 

Firm is taking its name from | 
two writers, Harry Gershman, and 
Freeda Goodman, 
affiliated. 


Top Songs on TY; 
(Alphabetically Listed) 
Week of Feb. 16-22, 1951 

(Based on copyrighted Audi- 
ence Coverage Index and 


Audience Trend Index pub- 
lished by Office of Research, 


Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, 
director.) 

"2  B* .. Seperrrere Miller 
Get Old Records...Lombardo 
Me peer ay 68 6 a4 6 Shapiro-B 
Nevertheless ........Chappell 
dust Th Wevew o63c6% 5. Berlin 

5 Top Standards 

Dae ee ree Bourne 


I've Got My Love......Berlin 
Somebody Loves Me...Harms 
Tico Tico Harris 
Tootsie Goodbye Feist 


Teeee ect e ee © Ee) 








who are BMI! 


LANZA FAST SELLOUT AS 
PITT SYMPH GRABS HIM 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 

Management of the Pittsburgh 
Symphony Orchestra reported a 
complete sellout for the special 
Mario Lanza concert here at Syria 
Mosque on March 6. With just a 
single ad and publicity release in 
the newspapers, customers queued 
up the next day and virtually the 
entire 3,800 seats were sold imme- 
diately. This is an extra symph 
event here and isn’t included in 
the regular season series, so there 
was no subscription sale although 
subscribers got first choice of 
tickets. 

Lanza had been offered first as 
a soloist to May Beegle Concert 
Bureau here, but Beegle outfit 
figured that a guarantee of $2,500 
was too much for a_ personality 
who’d only been in two pictures, 
neither one of which 
much of a dent at the b.o. here. 
Symphony, however, thought bet- 
ter of his chances and immediately 
inked Lanza. 





Resumes Omaha Dancing 
Omaha, Feb. 27. 
Fontenelle hotel, which has had 
no regular entertainment in its 


Bombay Room for years, is return- | 


ing to music. 
Art Randall’s small ensemble is 
set to play for dancing. 


made too| 


oe 


Inside Orchestras—Music 


“Diane,” tune from the 1927 film, “Seventh Heaven,” ‘wi 
campaign as a result of the decision to reunite ioe tons pew 
Charles Farrell in a Lux Theatre presentation of the feature Sean 
cast on March 26 is getting an all-out campaign from the J Walt : 
Thompson agency, which has arranged an unusual tieup with Miller 
Music and CBS on the tune. Miller is sending out sheet music pe 
forwarding to deejays around the country the three new platterings of 
the ditty. Tony Martin’s on RCA Victor, and Frankie Carle’s and Mor 
ton Gould’s for Columbia. It’s the first time a coftcerted effort oo 


been made to revitalize a song strictly on the basis . 
broadcast. y of a one-shot radio 








| Spotlighting the decline of name bands on disks and on 
: John Crosby, N. Y. Herald Tribune radio-TV critic, asked in eee 
| last week: “Doesn’t anyone dance anymore?” The only bands on video 
| currently, he pointed out, are featured on “Cavalcade of Bands.” with 
| many of these orchs organized on one-shot deals under leaders wh 
disbanded their regular crews long ago. Analyzing Variety's iam 
seller lists, Crosby said: “There are still some good bands in existence 
. . . but not a single one has made a record that can compete, for 
heaven's sake, with Mel Blanc singing ‘I Taw a Puddy Tat,’ which j 
10th on VARIETY’s list.” ; ™ 


| 
| 


| 


| Few tunesmiths achieve the musical penetration which Jimmy Me. 
Hugh reaches during this coming spring and summer period when he 
will have four tunes spotted in five films. Only new ditty is “You'll 
| Know,” which Jane Russell will chirp in “His Kind of Woman” at RKO 
| Others are “Don’t Blame Me,” which Vic Damone sings in Metro’s 
| “The Strip”; “Sunny Side of the Street,” title tune of a Frankie Laine 
musical at Columbia; and “I’m in the Mood for Love,” which gets a 
vocal workout from Dean Martin in Paramount's “That’s Mv Boy” and 
_ from Frances Langford in Columbia’s “Purple Heart Diary.” 








| First 20th-Fox film score to get the album treatment in two years is 

from “Friendly Island.” Alfred Newman will conduct for a six-sided 
Mercury Album of the Harold Arlen-Ralph Blane tunes. Last big 20th 
effart in this direction was the Newman-conducted “Captain From Cas- 
tile” album. Heaviest user of albums is M-G-M Records, which goes 
in heavily for putting a film score between covers, most successful to 
date being “Three Little Words.” 





The face has suddenly cropped up as a new theme for Tin Pan Alley 
three tunes now making the rounds containing that word in the title. 
First entry was “The Face,” with two other current numbers titled 
“Oh What a Face” and “That Face.” Latter is from the Hugh Martin 
score of “Make a Wish,” coming legit musical. Title similarity is 
causing considerable confusion in the disk trade. 








Good Biz Extends pegigins 5 ~~ and three nights 
" |at a crack. lis year it will play 
Mpls. One-Nighter | more name bands than it has ean 
Minneapolis, Feb. 27. doing in consequehce of good boxe 
Because of consistently good | office results and a very favorable 

; business and the fact that it fre- outlook. 
quently is unable to handle all of Already spotted for three-night- 
the patronage on single night en-/| ers are Benny Strong, Tommy Dore 
gagements, the Prom _ Ballroom, | sey, Elliott Lawrence, Tony Pastor, 
| only Twin City spot using oc-| Eddy Howard, Les Brown and Blue 
casional name bands, is eliminating | Barron. The first four named are 
‘its one-nighter policy and will book 





set for March and early April. 
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2 HIT SONGS [T-X7 ON '/mrr. HIT PARADE 
but on everyone else’s! 


m® ROVING HIND 





U 
ee 


SO LONG 


It’s Been Good To Know Yuh 


@ RADIO PERFORMANCES?—1In the “first group’! 
@ DISK JOCKEYS?—High on request lists! 














CHARLIE IS MY DARLING 


Hear! 


LISA KIRK—H. Winterhalter Orch. — RCA-Victor 


@ SHEET MUSIC SALES?—High on all best seller lists! 
© JUKE BOXES?—Way up with the big ones! 





















HOLLIS MUSIC; ‘tne. 


DON’T CRY 


Hear! 











129 ‘West 52nd Street, New York 19; ‘N.Y: 





EDITH PIAF—Columbia * DON CHERRY—Decca 


. 









FOLKWAYS MUSIC PUBLISHERS, Inc. 
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AT LAST! 
“OPERA HAS. FOUND A 
. NEW GOLDEN VOICE” 


» .. says Helen Traubel * 
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The grate golden (plate) voice of JIMMY DURANTE 
blends unbelievably in duet with the great 
MADAME HELEN TRAUBEL (chanteuse) in RCA Victor's 
latest contribution of recorded masterpieces! . 


“THE SONGS GOTTA “A REAL 
COME FROM PIANO 
THE HEART” ~ PLAYER” 


* Mme. Traubel also states, “It’s a pleasure to record with ear vane 
a great artiste whose voice sounds the same with bad needles.” 


RCAVICTOR Records : 








an& 


The stars who make the hits 
are on 
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Der Bingle With 2 Great New Songs! 







BING 
CROSBY 


SINngS ... 


SENTIMENTAL MUSIC 


and 


ANY TOWN IS PARIS 
WHEN YOU'RE YOUNG 


DECCA 27483 and *9-27483 


fa ® 
x) 








A Great Favorite With 2 New Novelties! 


GUY 
LOMBARDO 


and His Royal Canadians play... 


OH WHAT A FACE 


and 


A NICKEL AIN'T WORTH 
A CENT TODAY 


DECCA 27487 and *9-27487 








A Top Vocalist With 2 New Songs! 


EVELYN 
KNIGHT 


Sings . .. 


BEAUTIFUL BROWN EYES 


and 


THAT'S HOW OUR 
LOVE WILL GROW 


with The Ray Charles Singers 
DECCA 27485 and *9-27485 


Single Records 
85¢ each (plus tax) 





* INDICATES 45 RPM VERSION 

















-— RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS 
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VARIETY mt 8 g 
Survey of retail disk best = oO}. 2 Bie 
sellers, based on reports ob- o Slo - 4 tain xi 2 is 
tained from leading stores in sialez “ ing isizizs s Z| 4 
12 cities and showing com- ais 218 S p Si \egigigiais T 
parative sales rating for this siS@i3iSsia\a Qim|ezi/Hx\ aS a e 
and last week. o | § Sila! s El Sl /Zisisi zis i 
BSP Sl eisiE zis isis ®| t 
5 S BiSFlilisgiaz 3 
ration Week Ending 18 e/2iT|slé|é ‘ s fale 
5 ©/7/e/o & & | O 
ites Feb. 24 Slsieliiisieigiti ei Sigiais 
pisizt/3/F/4#i/S/2il gaia 3 | = |N 
This Last © a} 8/8 = ai/sis|3le ;|3| T 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Z2!101 'miOliM ini al&is lnaia! s 
MARIO LANZA (Victor) 
1 1 “Be My Love”—10-1567A........ S 8 4&2 4.4 4 2 24° & 4&2 oe 
_ PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
2 1 “Tennessee Waltz”—5534........ 23 2 2 8 3 1.685 8 @€ 1 
PERRY COMO’(Victor) — 
3 a eer rrr rere eet Pts tt CS Oo Oe 
P. COMO-FONTANE SIS. (Victor) “~ 
4 4 “You're Just in Love”’—20-3945A. 8 6 6 4 6 5 7 3 7 6 52 
-REYNOLDS-CARPENTER (MGM) = 
5 7 “Aba Daba Honeymoon”—3282... 6 10 9 6 5 5 9 3 § 3 10 50 
G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) 
6 3. “My Heart Cries for You"—39067._.. em wx 2 5 4 5 3 46 
PATTI PAGE (Mercury) 
7 8 “Would I Love You”—5571...... s © FF 3 . © 35 
MEL BLANC (Capitol) 
8 6 “I Taw a Puddy Tat”—1360...... . .~' @ 4 2 2 30 
G. MITCHELL-M. MILLER (Col) 
9 9 “Roving Kind”—39067........... 4 9 6 9 2 25 
WEAVERS-G. —JENKINS , (Decca) 
10A 5 “So Long”—27376........ a | 8 8 6 15 
wes LES PAUL (Capitol) 
10B 12 “Mocking Bird Hill”—1373....... 10 9 9 1 15 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Col) ; 
ta e “Beautiful Brown Eyes” —39212. ; 10 5 4 14 
T. MARTIN-D. SHORE (Victor) 
12A “Penny a Kiss”—20-4019......... 5 10 10 8 11 
BILLY ECKSTINE (M-G-M)..... 
12B 15 “I Apologize”’—10903A........... 3 ¥ 8 11 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
13 “Bring Back the Thrill”—20-4016A 4 9 9 
DINAH SHORE (Victor) 
14A 10 “My Heart Cries for You”—20-3978 Be aes 3 8 
PERRY COMO-B. HUTTON (Vic) 
142 15 “Bushel and a Peck”—20-3930. 6 8 8 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
15A “Tell Me You Love Me”—5572... .. 7 4 
H. WINTERHALTER (Victor) 
15B “Across Wide Missouri’”’—20-4017. .. .. .. .. Te x5 4 
Disk Best Sellers by Compenios 
a (Based. on Points Earned) a oe cei ae 
No. of | No. of 
Label Records Points | Label Records Points 
Wietee .. .ccccve i ieee edad ae 8 294 | M-G-M ee 61 
Mercury ....... er rere Cer re 3 Pe 1 EEE. <<. di: d56o Sera sd ne doo ase = 45 
ey eres rere ree 3 aE ere ere ene er ee ee 1 15 
1 2 | 3 4 5 
GUYS AND DOLis| OUT OF THIS voice OF XTABAY SOUTH PACIFIC CALL ME MADAM 
WORLD 
FIVE TOP Broadway Cast Yano. Somes Broadway Cast Ethel Merman 
Decca Broadway Cast Capitol ; Decca 
ALBUMS DA-825 Columbia apne Columbia DA-818 
9-203 MM-980 CD-244 MM850 9-166 
DLP-8036 ML-54390 CC244 ML4180 DLP-8035 
° ton, Abner Silver (Lincoln Mu- | 
ASCAP Board Nominees sic) and Charles Trotter (Roger 
e Music). ‘BE MY LOVE 
Include Writers From For the standard pubs: Herman 
Coleman (Coleman-Ross), Edwin, 
Lower Classifications ©. Gunther (Schroeder-Gunther) | Mb tpast OF ida Deicke 


Conforming to the provisions of 
the Government antitrust decree, | 
American Society of Composers, | 
Authors and Publishers presented | 
its membership last week with a/' 
slate of candidates for the new 
board of directors which included !. 
several nominations from the lower 
writer classifications. Lower-rank- 
ing candidates were named in the 
writer group in a move to democra- 
tize the Society’s setup. Ballots are 
returnable during the next couple 
of weeks and must be counted at 
least five days before the March 
27 membership meeting in New 
York. 

Candidates named in addition 
to the present board of directors, 
who are automatically eligible for 
reelection, are as follows: 

For the popular and production 
writers: Arthur Altman, Maxwell 
Anderson, Bennie Benjamin, Mann 
Curtis, Sylvia Dee, Jimmy Eaton, 
Sammy Gallop, Alex Gerber, Mor- 
ton Gould, Moe Jaffe, J. C. John- 
son, Sidney Lippman, George 
Marion, Jr., John Redmon, Harold 
J. Rome, Louis C. Singer, Harry 
Tierney and Jack Yellen. 

For the standard writers: Otto 
Cesana, Walter Golde, J. Rosa- 
mond Johnson, Frank LaForge, 
Robert MacGinsey and Harry R. 
Wilson. 

For the popular and production 
publishers: Ben Barton, Ben 
Bloom, Sam Fox, Charles H. Han- 
sen, George Joy, Charles Lang 
(Fred Fisher Music), George Pax- 





and Carl T. Fischer (J. Fischer & 
ond Ur 





William Warfield, baritone, 
signed with Mertens & Parmelee | 
division of Columbia Artists Met. 

Larney Goodkind still is per- 
sonal rep. Alexander Hilsberg, 
concertmaster and associate con- 
ductor of Philadelphia Orchestra, | 








recorded by 
RAY ANTHONY 


LES BROWN 


is resigning as of end of season, | Sam 


after 25 years with the symph, to | 
devota entire time to conducting. 





NOW ON TELEVISION 


KIRBY STONE QUINTETTE 


Featuring "COW EYES" 


“BROADWAY OPEN HOUSE” 


WNBT, Mondays and Wednesdays, 11 P.M., EST 
Feb. 26 thru March 24 


ee eee 


Brtiashve “Manadentat 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


New York 
745 Sth Ave. Pl. 9-4600 | 


Chicago 


203 No. Wabash 


Capitol 


Columbia 


a a s* 


Hollywood 
9151. Sunset Bivd 
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[ THe BRiOAT NEW noverty smasu ” THE LIAR SONG 


From M-G-M's Lavish Film-Musical “ROYAL WEDDING” starring FRED ASTAIRE and JANE POWELL 


HOW COULD YOU BELIEVE ME WHEN | SAID | LOVE YOU 
WHEN YOU KNOW I'VE BEEN A LIAR ALL MY LIFE 


Lyric by ALAN JAY LERNER ® Music by BURTON LANE 

















Chorus, Very bright and corny (in 2 
* % Bb s ” 

















HowCould You Be-lieveMeWhenI Said I Love YouWhenYouKnowl'veBeenA Li-ar AllMy Life. 
dim 7 7 


4 
































I've had thatrep-u - tationsince I wasa youth, Youmust have been insane to think Id tell you the truth 
¥ . 
Bb } j j } | a 
: - a 
Howcould yoube-lieve me when I said wedmat-ry whenyouknowlId rather hang thanhavea _—_wife. 
Bb Am7 | D7 Gm - “ Dm FY 

















, 1 know! said ldmake you mine, iejies: ue pede line. 
‘ B 














Prt T1aSaaal 


said I love you,whenyouknowlvebeena li-ar, >> ae 








How could you be-lieve me when I 
Go 4 F7 Bb Bbr+ ‘To Patter | 


—~— 


er Trtr Tr 
li-ar, iL >> >> * >all my dog-gone cheat-i in a” 
(no good 


’ = 
_. Noth-ing but a Girl You 








Bb 




















good good for noth-in life. 


PATTER Blues tempo (in 4) 
Eb " Bby . Eb 




















Ss 7 
Said youwouldloveme long, and nev-er woulddomewrong. hae f owe youdal-ways be,Boy Oh, 

















‘ba-by, youmustbeloon-ytotrusta lower than low two-tim-er like 





























You're re eallynaive to ev-er be-lieve a full of ba-loneyphoney like me. 


Copyright 1950 Loew's Incorporated, New York, N. Y. 
Copyright 1951 Loew's Incorporoted, New York, N Y 
Rights throughout the world controlled by Leo Feist, Inc., 799 Seventh Avenue, New York, N. ¥ 





M-G-M 


Decca 


d JANE POWELL. 


FRED ASTAIRE an 
KAYE. = _ 
DANNY gi a ” the ‘ona 


ve 
Co” 7 CLL inc. * 799 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 19 © NORMAN FOLEY, Gen. Prof. 
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50 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC VARIETY 
= RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS — 
VARIETY —— 
Survey of retail sheet music c S ; S$ 
sales, based on reports obtained BS o ~ 5 0 

from leading stores in 12 cities Y 2 2 2 =| 6 
and showing comparative sales a = 3 314 3 fi 
; : s Ares ~-|Al2] si 9 a oO 
rating for this and last week. “ s 2 |g | 2 viel & b- igis : 

oie v s a qcifzis§ s | oa @ 
S| 2] E | 5 —~|S8ia;*%/| 2 E 3 | A 
mnicrisiesia,gisli@isi&is|s L 

° Aielis (Ziel eg /OjaiSlgials 

ere im isi sisiati* ig 
Nation Week Ending lal g | z/o| & gel e)2/ 214) P 
a Feb. 24 Sis SIEVE Sees eel ye 
. "Se (S iS eis igi sg ififiein 
This Last > = ” % & ~ = =| z 2 § 3 T 
wk. _Wk._ _ Title and Publisher_ 7 121 olgia@!O a/R is i wie = &! S 
“1. +1 “Tennessee Waltz” (Acuff-R)..... 1 1 1 3 21 1 4 21 21 «21 «21 «1 «18 
“2 "2 “My Heart Cries for You” (Massey) 2 2 4 1 2 2 #2 5 2 #3 3 #3 101 
Ss 3s = ” (Shapiro- ees a os £s+eteetsegfttpttetsisttetésyr = 
4 4 “Be My Love” (Miller).......... 5 5 6 4 5 3 3 3 49 24 7 
“5 5 “You're Just in Love” (Berlin). 6 6 7 5 4 5 5 4 5 .. 5 5 64 
6 6 “It Is No Secret” (Duchess)...... 4 4 10 6 aa Seer ae 
“7. 9 “Aba Daba Honeymoon” (Feist). 9 9 7 ’ 4 8 26 
“8 11 “Penny a Kiss” (Shapiro-B)...... . Os ae 8 8 9 7 22 
-_ “Mocking Bird Hill” (Southern).. 8 8 2 10 10 .. 17 
10. 7 “Harbor Lights” (Chappell)...... oo a EN ae ak 7 8 15 
1i1A 8 “So Long” (Folk-W)............. a. «a “i Oe ee. cs aT ae 
11B 11  “Bushel and a Peck” (Morris)... .. .. .. 8 .. 7 .. 9 8 .. .. .. 12 
12... “May Lord | Bless You” (Pickwick). .. 10 .. .. Vere sa 9 10 
13A . “Bring Back the Thrill” (Maypole) .... .. 9 .. 6 7 
13B 10 “Roving Kind” (Hollis)........... 15> ne eee: ¥S 8 7 7 











club, San Francisc6, has gone into 
the Army. He was replaced -by | 
Jack Weeks. Following its run at 
the Blackhawk, trio is slated for) 
Hickory House, New York, start- 
ing April 15 ... Mike Nidorf, Jo 
Stafford’s manager, to Palm Beach 
for vacation ... Irving Chezar, 
Tommy Dorsey manager, hospital- 
ized in Columbus, O., after becom- | 
ing ill on the road. 


On the Upbeat 


New York 


Dave Cavanaugh, Capitol Rec- 
ords’ eastern head of recording, 
planed to Chicago Tuesday (26) to 
wax the Art Van Damme and 
Benny Strong bands... Nellie 
Lutcher booked for the * Edison 
hotel, Toronto, for two weeks 
starting March 26... Evelyn 
Knight into the Capitol theatre, , 
Washington, March 1 for a week 
. .. Pianist Errol Garner opens at 
the Blue Mirror, Washington, this 
week ... Ron Crotty, bass man 
with the Dave Brubeck Trio ap- 


EB at the Blackhawk night-| 


Weavers set for Nicollet hotel, 
Minneapolis, April 13 for two 
weeks . Eddie South Trio inked 
for Towne Room, Milwaukee, 
March 13 for a month... Three 























Chicago | 








opens at Capitol Lounge, Chi, 
| March 3... Jeri Southern in for 
two weeks at Maryland hotel, Chi 


| 




















GEORGE SHEARING 


PLAYS 


“ROSES OF 
PICARDY”’ 


“PICK YOURSELF 
‘ UP”’ 


“FOR YOU” 


“LITTLE 
WHITE LIES” 
MGM 10907 78 RPM MGM 10859 78 RPM 

K 10907 45 RPM K 10859 45 RPM 


MGM RECORD ALBUM 


“YOU'RE HEARING GEORGE SHEARING" 
MGM 55 (78 RPM) K-55 (45 RPM) 
E-518 (33 1/3 RPM) 


M G- M RECORDS 


ha* 


ae ss ct 














bd f rREA 





' for 


Redheads into Club Lido, South | 
Bend, April 2 for midwest break- | 
in... Georgie Auld goes to Hi- 
Note, Chi, March 2 for three: 
weeks ... Harry James and EIl-' 
liott Lawrence bands set for an-| 
nual Briggs party, Detroit, April 
21... Tex Cromer goes to Bill 
Green's, Pittsburgh, March 26... .' 
WCFL-WIND disk jockey, Myron 
Barg, temporarily dropped by spon-, 
sor... Singer Lila Leeds teams | 
with husband Dean McCollum and | 


. Billy Bishop slated for Rico 
hotel, Houston, March 9 for month 
. . Eddy Howard set for Aragon 
ballroom, March 24 for six weeks 
. . Tommy Reed orch inked for. 
Schroeder hotel, Milwaukee, 
March 27 ... Leighton Noble set 
Peabody hotel, Memphis. 
March 9 for three weeks... Ted 
Weems moves into Statler hotel, 
Buftalo, this week for a month... 
Don Goiens, local Victor platter 
flack, checks into Army, March 10 
. Tony Pastor pacted for Don: 
Carlos Casino. Winnipeg, March 





16 for one week... Gordon Mac- | 
Rae definite for Oriental theatre, 
March 16, with Kitty Kallen} 
simultaneous at Chicago theatre. 


LOU BUSCH EXITS CAP; 


GILMORE IN C&R SPOT, who were scattered over the coun- 


try on business trips, 
pe New 
week. Contingent was headed by 
company prez Milton R. Rackmil 
He'll con- | _and_ recording 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Lou Busch resigned as member 
of Capitol Records artists-and-rep- | 
ertoire department to concentrate 
on outside assignments. 
tinue to etch for Cap only as a per- 
former under Joe “Fingers” 
‘pseudonym as in past, 


backstop all Cap diskings made by | weeks, 
lartists and repertory 


his wife, Margaret Whiting. 
Latter setup is under a new deal | 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Survey Week of Feb. 16-22, 1951 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
ore. Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 

iste 


A Bushel and a Peck—*“Guys and Dolls”......... Morris 








Me I IO, 6s vc cada ccddecsdcene occceceees. Shapiro-B 
i i uae oh ea id seeeeeees.. Dreyer-M 

Be My Love—*“Toast of New Orleans”............ Miller 

Dear Dear Dear ...........cccccce 6608060640808. Goday 

Get Out Those Old Records ........ cccccccccceee- Lombardo 
Harbor Lights ....... oceccccece . Chappell 
Hullabaloo .... Srey eee errr rT . Mills 

I Am Loved—*“Out. of This WEEE” cccsece oeeeee Chappell 

I Love the Way You Say Goodnight.........¢..... Remick 

iia ce tence ns seh E RE C4 os LEY aw dbaeads Shapiro-B 

If You’ve Got the Money I’ve Got the Time....... Peer 

In the Land of Make Believe...... —...... eee. BMI 
I've Never Been In Love Before—*‘‘Guys and Dolls” Morris | 
ny oc io ys eh eeae an Southern 
My Heart Cries For You saves cael teers be & cccccccescs MASSEY 
Nevertheless—*“Three Little Words”............. Chappell 

Night ts Young and You're So Beautiful ........... W&M i 
Ne rr eee miaiemiace in iain: Alamo 
ee ree heme 

ES ee ee ere cocccccees FOlkWays ; 
Teardrops From My E y Oe vsacithe uaakees coeces . Simon 
PL .: :..«<ceetssvaeedeaoeaeeees ‘ -Acuff-R 

Too Late Now. See reer ey ee ee Feist ; 
Use Your Imagination—*“Out of This World”...... Chappell 
ect eeeekededaas: ie eee Keews Algonquin 
Would I Love “You ee ee ee rae Disney 

You and Your Beautiful Eves—*‘ ‘At ‘War Army”... .Paramount 

You Love Me—‘“The West Point Story” ......... Witmark 
You're Just In Love—*“‘Call Me Madam” ......... Berlin 

Zing Zing—Zoom Zoom...............ceeceeese -RODDINS 





The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in case of ties), 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office 
A er Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 
isted. 

Aba, Daba Honeymoon—i"‘Two Weeks—With Love” Feist 
ee Ee Oe ND 6 sd oebcecanede se ewee anes Burke-VH 
Bring Back the Thrill. ; : ee 


By the Kissing Roc k—i"The | West Point Story”. . ae . Witmark 





Se Se ss vd 60 645500404 aoRw ee NOERE Advanced 

OL Gy IS) oY Sa a errr e 5444000 

PROMI MEION: IOOR 66 .c.< ons. 0050.00 0060440008 soneneeses eee 

I Remember the Cornfields.............. 640600400meee 

In Your Arms. SOM eee ee ae ee H&R 

It's a Lovely Day Today—*“Call Me Madam” ..... Berlin | 
EE Oe er eT | 
Lonesome Gal aeaee oo oe 

May the Good Lord Bless and ‘Keep WO scccsces Pickwick | 
Be MINND 5c. oe ace wks wdce 4 ws aque errr . a 

RNIN NI go 5 cs ccna sevens gtalabaveceubveraveiane coogccens Duchess 
Seven Wonders of the World........... cibneekeas Paxton } 
Super Song....... sna ct tel a aa ce 
Thinking Of You—7“‘Three Little Words” ......... Remick 

To Think You've Chosen Me ..................-.. Laurel | 
Tonignt Be Tender T6 Me. ....560660ceuns antie ears Life 

When Our Country Was Born. ; jibe wcavore Ma 

You Know You Belong To Somebody Else. + ere Fisher 





¥ Filmusical. *Legit musical. 


ee ey ert ee 





an 





Decca-Coral Execs 


Kapp, both of whom had been on 


Carr | 
and will the Coast for the past couple of 


+ 








BEAUTIFUL 
BROWN EYES 


CHRISTOPHER 
COLUMBUS 


American Music, Inc. 


1576 Broadway 
N. Y. CO 5-7880 


9109 Sunset Bivd. 
Hollywood CR 1-5254 


Back Home From Road 


Flock of Decca and Coral execs, 


returned to 


York homeoffice last 


vice-prexy Dave 


Hilliard, Coral’s 


chief, and 


Jimmy 











worked out with Glenn Wallichs, | Sta Goldberg, general sales man- 








company prez. Voyle Gilmore, |ager of the Dacca subsid, also ar- 
_ Sales head in this area for last sev- rived east after a business tour. 

eral years, has been promoted to! Mike Conner, Decca publicity 
‘fill Busch’s job. He'll split Coast | chief, returned to N. Y. this week 
_recording supervision with Dave | after a visit to Minneapolis where 


PROGRAM 


TWOCIGARETTES 


, Dexter and Lee Gillette. 


consists of Glenn Wallichs, 
_tol’s prexy, as supervisor; 
'Zerga, executive assistant; 
Dexter, Lee Gillette 
Cavanaugh, the latter operating out 
of the New York office. 


{ 
| 


Dave 





Ethel Smith’s Symph Date 

| Organist Ethel Smith plays her 
| third concert date with a sym- 
| phonic organization this year, on 
| March 6. She'll solo with the West 
| Virginia Symphony Orchestra at 
| the Keith-Albee theatre, Hunting- 
| ton, W. Va. 

Originally soprane Dorothy Kir- 
| sten was booked for the event. 





_enammeeanedl 











Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Best Seller 
“Be My Love” 

Retail Sheet Best Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz” 
“Most — Disk 
Bai: ” 

Seller on Coin Machines 
“My Heart Cries For You” 
Best British Seller 








j “Tennessee Waltz” 





his mother died two w 
Streamlined a&r department now ' Mike Ross, NO weeks ago. | 


Capi- | returns later this weck. 
Joe | 


IN THE DARK 


TORCH STANDARD 
Paul Francis Webster 








Coral general manager, | 








sineinienenenees 





and Dave | 








ee 


RS NS 
Another BML Pin-up Hit? 
SONNY THE BUNNY 


Published by BMI 


Recorded by 
Gene Autry—Col. 39217 
Tommy Tucker—MG6M 60010 
Mervin Shiner—Dee. 27482 


580 FIFTH AVENUE 
NEW YORK 19,N. Y. 


BROADCAST MUSIC INC. 


NEW YORK ¢ CHICAGO «¢ HOLLYWOOD 
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Rank’s Key London Houses Veer 


~ To Vaude With Flexible Policies 


London, Feb. 27. 
There seems to be a growing 
tendency for key picture theatres 
controlled by the Rank group to 
break away occasionally from films 


- and put on a complete vaude show. 


Around two dozen theatres are 
now operating this policy on a 
flexible basis. The latest of Rank’s 
London theatres to go over to this 
occasional vaude policy 
Gaifmont, Stratford, which seats 
2600 with a boxoffice capacity of 
about $17,000 weekly on a two-a- 
night and one matinee basis. 

Opening bill at this house March 
12 will feature Carroll Levis in a 
show pegged to his “Stars of To- 
day, To-morrow and Yesterday.” 
The stars, of course, will be his 
discoveries which have been fea- 
tured on his programs throughout 
the country and on the air. Levis 
will m.c. the show and is now 
booking talent. If the Stratford 
try-out does well, the Levis combo 
will play a series of major London 
suburban film theatres. 


A limited vaudeville season last- 





yX 
i ul 


is the 


‘Helen O’Connell, Jimmy Dorsey’s 





ing around two months is to open ; 


at the Prince of Wales March 5, 


Duck,” current British film. The 
vaude season will continue until 
the opening of the Tommy Trinder 
revue, slated for the end of April 
or early in May. 


EDUCATORS’ CONFAB 





HIKES RESORT BIZ IN A.C.’ 


Atlantic City, Feb. 27. 


All business here got a much 
needed hypo last week by reason 
of the 14,000 delegate convention 
of the American School Adminis- 
trators which continued from Sat- 
urday until Wednesday and the 
Washington’s birthday holiday. 

Many of the Administrators 
made a week of it to augment 
those who came here for either 
a one day or a four day holiday. 
Weatherman was on fesort’s side 
with Thursday being mild and 
plenty sunny. 

It was the first big convention 
of the year for the resort. Hotel- 
men meanwhile report that the 
mid-winter advertising campaign 
is also helping. 


Phil Baker in ‘Service’ 
Tees Off Trenton Stock 


Trenton, Feb. 27. 


In a move to encourage legit 
shows here, the Trenton Civic 
Theatre launches its initial season 
tonight (27) at the RKO Palace, 
former legit playhouse. Teeoff is 
Phil Baker in “Room Service.” 


Group is a non-profit corpora- 
tion. Board of directors includes 
Mayor Donal J. Connolly, Free- 
holder John E. Curry, and promi- 
nent citizens. John Fisher, Broad- 
way actor, who originated the set- 
up, serves as technical director. 


Initial season runs through June 
2, with a new production preeming 
every three weeks for a week’s run. 
Each play, selected from _ past 
Broadway hits, will be cast and re- 
hearsed in New York. 


Success of project appears fairly 
sure since approximately $17,000 
has already been collected on ad- 
vance subscriptions and program 
ads. With operating nut for this 
season’s five scheduled shows es- 
timated at $20,000, theatre has to 
draw only $3,000 in boxoffice 
throughout the five shows to break 
even, Fisher said. 


Other productions scheduled for 
the current season include ‘Peg 
O’ My Heart,” March 26-31; 
“Ladies in Retirement,” April 16- 
21; “Woman with Red Hair,” 
(Broadway comedy tryout) May 7- 
12, and “Out of the Frying Pan,” 
May 28-June 2. 








White Resumes Concerts 
London, Feb. 27. 
Josh White has resumed his con- 


cert tour in England following an | 


emergency operation on his toe. 
White had to cancel several dates 
because of the ailment. 

Following the  one-nighters, 
White will play the cafe and the- 
atre dates in Lendon before re- 
turning to the U. S. 





| 


| Hollywood operator, where revue 








‘Levine, Par booker out of New 


Damone to Head Easter 


Show at Penn, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 

Penn theatre, Loew’s deluxer, 
which plays occasional stage shows, 
has booked in Vic Damone for 
Easter Week. He opens March 23. 
It'll be first flesh house has had 
since Dick Haymes played here 
around five months ago. 

Lineup with Damone will include 








| 
| 


long-time vocalist, who recently 
came out of retirement; Pat Hen- 
ning, Stagg McMann Trio and Mar- | 
Vels. | 


Walters Nixes Bond 
Compromise for LQ 
Unit Set for Coast 


Lou Walters, operator of the! 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., back from | 


an extended vacation, is resuming | 
his tiff with the American Guild of | 











} 


following the run of “Mr. Drake’s | Variety Artists on the question of | 


posting a bond with union to cover | 
salaries of the touring LQ unit. 

At this point, Walters is adamant | 
against posting a cash bond. It’s | 


his contention that the union gave | 
him clearance on unit without a | 
bond, and in all AGVA pacted sit- | 
uations it’s the nitery owner who 
posts the salary guarantees. Wal- | 
ters declared union is demanding | 
he put up the security because it! 
has been unable to get a guarantee | 


from Frank Hofues, Earl Carroll’s 


has been set. Walters stated that | 
even if he should post a bond, it 
wouldn’t solve the Guild’s problem. 
When his unit leaves, the’ spot 
would be without a bond, and 
AGVA would have to resume its 
tussle with owners. 

It’s been suggested that Hofues | 
and Walters each put up half the 
required amount, but Walters has 
turned it down. : 


ORRIN TUCKER NOW 








TEX. STATION OWNER 


Galveston, Feb. 27. | 

Orrin Tucker, bandleader, has | 
purchased KLUF here according to | 
an announcement made by Roy | 
Clough. Sale is subject to FCC, 
approval. Clough founded the out- | 
let, Galveston’s first, in his home as | 
a 10-watter. | 
Transaction was reported to be | 
about $120,000. Outlet operates | 
with 250 watts on 2400 kilocycles, | 
and also has an FM outlet which | 
will also continue to operate. It is | 
local Mutual and Liberty affiliate. | 


Yank Cabaret Talent 


Still Invades London 
London, Feb. 20. 


The mass invasion of American 
talent in the London cabaret field 
continues unabated. 

Latest bookings which have now 
been confirmed are Nancy Dono- 
van at the Bagatelle on April 30 
and Margaret Phelan on May 28. 
Both artists are playing this May- 
fair cafe for four weeks. 


Martin Back to Coast 

Tony Martin heads back to the 
Coast Monday (5) after a two-week | 
stay in New York for video guest | 
shots and confabs with RCA Victor | 
execs on his new pact. Martin ap- | 
peared on Milton Berle show last 











3 New Spots Added 


To Arena Circuit 

Arena Managers Assn. has added 
three new arenas to its member- 
ship. The Arena, Denver, to open 
in September; New Arena, Minne- 
apolis, also opening in the fall, and 


the Onandaga County War Memo-| 


rial Arena, Syracuse, have aligned 
with AMA, 

AMA now has 32 arenas lined 
up. 


Miami Hotel’s $5 


Tab for Sinatra 


Miami Beach, Feb. 27. 

Boasting the largest room among 
the hotel-cafe group, the Casa- 
blanca’s Club Morocco is in the 
name competition full blast, with 
minimum charges to match. With 
Frank Sinatra current (four days), 
to be followed by Joe E. Lewis and 
Harvey Grant on Thursday (1), the 
ops have, of necessity, raised those 
tariffs to make the payoff for such 
acts. Opening night for Sinatra 
saw a $5 beverage minimum for 
dinner and supper shows. Question 
is, with the charges in the regular 
nitery bracket, will that heavy biz 
be sustained? 

Dinner show for the preem night 
saw turnaways, with the second 
show comfortably filled. Sinatra 
turns up an hour of song and 
patter to keep them happy all the 
way. Vocally, he started slowly 
with the range kept on a minor 
note but wins them at once though, 
with his charm and easy approach, 
with accent on the self-kidding. 

Ted and Phyllis Rodriguez hold 
over with their smoothly achieved 
ballroomology. Their easy, effort- 
less approach to the lifts and spins 
wins them top returns. Sacasas and 
his orch back the show aptly, with 
Graham Forbes 88-keying and 
conducting for Sinatra in fine 
fashion. 








Pitt Moose Sponsors 
Unit With Ray Acuff 


Dual AGVA-Equity 


Jurisdiction Seen 


Making Proser’s Cafe Costly Venture 


~—+ Agreement signed last week by 





| N.Y. Latin Quarter To 
Aid Cancer, Heart Funds 


Latin Quarter, N. Y., will cele- 
brate its 10th anni with the preem- 
ing of a French show. Anniver- 
sary date actually is April 22, but 
due to the Passover holiday, it may 
be set for a later date. 

Proceeds of the preem of anni- 
| versary show will go to the Damon 

Runyon Memorial Cancer Fund, 
‘the Heart Fund and American 
|Guild of Variety Artists welfare 
| fund. 
Show will comprise the Szonys, 
'Chaz Chase, Can-Can Girls with 
‘Mme. Aquila, Mazzone Abbott 
|Dancers, Marion Colby, Romano 
i Trio, Ani Arroe and the Debon- 
aires. 








Court Order Releases 
Loew Salary Bond 
Nixing Savo Claim 


Jimmy Savo’s suit against the 
|American Guild of Variety Artists 
'for failure to press a claim against 
‘operators of the Palm Island Latin 
|Quarter, Miami Beach, was dis- 
'missed last week by Justice Samuel 
'H. Hofstadter in N. Y. supreme 
‘court. A bond for Savo’s claim 
was held by the union and was 





Loew, New England theatre oper- 
ator, who owned the Palm Island 
nitery at time of controversy. Savo 
sought to get his claim settled from 
union funds, 


Suit stemmed from the contract- 
‘ing of Savo to play Florida date in 
|1946. Original contract stipulated 
that since Savo’s date was in 
March, following the regular win- 
ter season, he would work out any 
unplayed time at the N. Y. Latin 
Quarter in which Loew is a part- 
ner with Lou Walters. Savo worked 
the Palm Island spot, but claimed 
that commitments for the Persian 


For Gl Entertainment Room of the Plaza hotel, N. Y., pre- 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27. 


Loyal Order of Moose, which has 
already sponsored two shows for 
overseas troops—one went to Alas- 
ka and the other to Newfoundland, 
Greenland and Labrador — has 
made arrangements to bankroll a 
third, this time for the European 
theatre. It’s been put together here 
by Joe Hiller, local booker, and his 
assistant, Anton Scibilia, who han- 
dled the previous two units for the 
Moose. 

Latest lineup will include Roy 
Acuff and his Grand Ole Opr’y, Mil- 
ton Douglas and Co., Randolph, 
magician, and Tanner and Betty. 
Troupe assembles for a show first 
at a Baltimore base, then flies out 
for Europe and a four-week tour. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Feb. 27. 

Edwin Romaniks accompanied 
by their daughter, Janice, planed 
in from Los Angeles, to visit Wal- 
ter (CBS) Romanik, who is doing 
nicely after recent operation. 

Edwin (IATSE) Gaiser, Milwau- 
kee technician, rated a real good 
clinic report that ups him for 
meals and mild exercise. 

Ann MacGowan, Mildred Welsh, 
Joe Morrisette in to bedside and 
Victor (IATSE) Gamba, _ who’s 
showing nice progress. 

Gang at the Northwoods sana- 
torium held annual Valentine 
party, a real blowout and enter- 
tainment for the patients. Eddie 





vented his appearance at the Quar- 
ter. He therefore demanded that 
the cafe pay the face value of the 
| contract despite the fact that he 
only worked nine days out of a con- 
tracted three weeks. 

Loew was repped by William 
Gold, attorney. 


LOPEZ TO OPEN NEW 
LATIN NITERY IN N.Y. 


Angel Lopez, former owner of 
| the Havana-Madrid, N. Y., plans 
| a new Latin nitery to open around 
'March 8 in the Wyndham hotel, 
|'N." Y. New cafe will be called 
Chateau Madrid. 


Lopez opened the Havana-Madrid 
with John Ferrer about 15 years 
ago. He later bought out Ferrer. 
Last year, after a siege of bad 
business, the nitery was sold at 
auction. 














Sally Rand Set For 
Illinois Nitery at $2,500 


Sally Rand has been set for 
the Riptide club, Calumet City, 
Ill., starting March 12 for four 
| weeks. She’s reportedly getting 
' $2,500 weekly. 
| Booking was made by Frank 
‘Taylor of the Charles V. Yates 
| agency. 








MCA, Gwirtz Settle 


A breach-of-contract action 


night (Tues.) and heads the “Col- | Vogt arranged the show. Among | brought by Irving Gwirtz against 


gate Comedy Hour” next Sun- 
day (4). 

Singer will return to New York | 
in a couple of weeks to follow the | 
Ritz Bros. at the Roxy theatre. 





Olympia Extends Vaude | 
Miami, Feb. 27. | 


Olympia theatre here will con-| 
tinue vaude shows through April. 
It was originally thought house | 
would close sometime in March, | 
but spurt of business has prompted | 
it to run beyond regular winter | 
season. 

Olympia is booked by Harry | 


| 


York. 


Helene & Howard slated for the 
Last Frontier, Las Vegas, March 23. | 


‘ 





the Variety Clubs patients attend- 
Laura Sloan, Harry 

(UA) Phillips and 
Johnny Nolan. 


Mrs. William ‘Mother’ Morris 
and Ella Berlinghoff off to N. Y. C. 
for a balance of the winter. 


ing were 
Nason, Joe 


Joe (IATSE) McCarthy, former. 


member of the downtown colony, 
was kudoed by the T. M. A. lodge, 

, N. Y. C., who also gifted 
him with watch for 25 years of 
service as secretary. 

Among those back to a strict 
diet are Mary Lou Weaver (W. B.) 
Cleveland staffer, Johnny Lake 
and Bob Coffey. 


Write to those who are ill. 





Piero Bros. have been booked 
for the Lido, Paris, starting June 
1. Charlivels and Frakson are set 
for the same display. 


| Music Corp. of America was settled 
and discontinued in N. Y. supreme 
‘court last week shortly before the 
_case was to go to trial. Amount in- 
‘volved in the settlement was un- 
, disclosed. 
' Gwirtz originally sued Jan Au- 
‘gust and MCA. He claimed the 
agency induced the pianist to 
breach a personal management 
‘contract with him, August settled 
| last year. 





OPEN N. Y. JICKY CLUB 


Jickey Club, named for cafe in 
Rome, opens on New York’s east- 
| side next Wed. (7). 
| It will open primarily as a steak 
house, with Alex Fogarty at the 


later ordered returned to E. M. | 


Monte Proser with a joint commit- 
tee comprising American Guild of 
Variety Artists and Actors Equity 
Assn., will make his Cafe Theatre, 
N. Y., the costliest nitery operation 
in history. Scale for a six-day 13- 
performance week for chorus and 
minor roles will be $112.50, with 
principals getting under $400 lim- 
ited to six-days and 13 perform- 
ances. The principals getting over 
that figure may work seven days 
| weekly and a maximum of 15 
| shows. In addition, the joint con- 
| tract provides for hiring a stage 
manager at $225 weekly and an ase 
| sistant at $150. In addition, Proser 
| will have to hire understudies, also 
' swing chorines to fill in for days 
| off weekly for line girls under 
AGVA regulations. 

This scale is a temporary com- 
promise agreement which came as 
a result of a jurisdictional tiff be- 
tween AGVA and Equity. Because 
Proser is producing tab legit musi- 
cals, Equity claims jurisdiction, 
while AGVA claims control over all 
nitery shows. 

The agreement is temporary, 
pending final decision by Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of 
America, parent union. Because of 
squabble, Proser had to delay re- 
hearsals. Latter started last week, 
but because of the time consumed 
in settling contract, cafe’s opening, 
slated for March 8, will be delayed. 

Delay will cost Proser a sizeable 
sum, since he has Josephine Baker 
contracted to start there March 8. 
It’s a play or pay contract and 
she’ll go on salary on that date. 

One of the byproducts of this 
jurisdictional squabble lies in the 
fact that the increased scale to 
which Proser consented may be a 
wedge to raise all nitery scales. 
Under present AGVA agreements 
top niteries pay $75 weekly for 
chorus, as against the $112.50 un- 
der the AGVA-Equity tab. 

The new opening date of the 
Cafe Theatre will be March 12, 
Proser, who had aimed to open his 
new eastside operation on March 
8, has postponed it until March 15, 


J, CASSIDY PRODUCES 
IRISH UNIT FOR RKO 


Johnny Cassidy, of the RKO exe 
ploitation staff, has produced a 
unit which is currently playing 
one-nighters for that circuit. Unit, 
“Hayden’s Irish Memories’ is 
emceed by Dorothy Hayden, daugh- 
ter of Jim Hayden, who produced 
Irish packages for the Keith-Albee 
circuit some years ago. 

Others in the cast include Ruth 
Morrissey, Mary & Mickey Carton, 
Danny Tierney, Timmy Cronin, 
Ruth Morrissey and Francis Flan- 
nagan. 





| 
| 











‘Skating Vanities’ Leaving 
For European Tour 


“Skating Vanities” will leave for 
Europe next week to start its third 
international tour. Show will play 
Antwerp, Milan, Geneva, Paris, 
London and Zurich. It will re- 
turn to the U. S. in August in time 
to open regular tour at the West- 
chester County Center, White 
Plans, N. Y. “Vanities” was di- 
rected by Gae Foster, of the Roxy 
theatre, N. Y., production staff. 

Cast will include Gloria Nord, 
Peggy Wallace, Eileen McDonnell, 
Johnny Williams, Tommy Lane, 
Frank Foster, Lon Hall, Rose Pic- 
cola, Tony Mirelli and Bob Grimes, 





Pizarro Back in Paris 


Paris, Feb. 15. 

Manuel Pizarro, Argentinian 
bandleader-composer, is making his 
first postwar cafe appearance in 
Paris at L‘Aiglon, fronting an en- 
‘semble of seven imported from 
‘the Argentine. French musicians 
have been added to conform with 
union rules. 

Hfs booking is for three months 
with options. While here he’s re- 
cording for Pathe. 








' Spike Jones’ Cincy Stint 

Spike Jones and revue has been 
signed for two shows at the Albee 
‘theatre, Cincinnati, March 1. He'll 
_perform in the late afternoon and 





| piano, but may expand entertain-| evening. House has been scaled 


iment policy later. 


| at a $3.60 top. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Caribe-Hilton,. P. i. 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. 
The Lunds (2), Univ. of Puerto 
Rico 5. Concepcion Orch; $3 mini- 
Miler. 


The new Caribe-Hilton hotel in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, is a beacon 
of modernity in this crossroads of 
the Caribbean. With former Hotel 
Plaza (N: Y.) manager Frank G. 
Wangeman as the local g.m. and 
Arthur Rieck as his expert aide, 
the Caribe-Hilton evidences way 
it was built for the future. 

Its 300 rooms, each replete with 
an ocean-view balcony. aircondi- 
tioning. radio, etc., accent that 
everything about the hostelry is 
plush resort quality in the top- 
drawer standard. The nitery is 
called the Club Caribe, hard by 
a gaming casino where dice and 
the wheels run; but nobody seems 
to know how or want to_ play 
chemin-de-fer. There is a legal $24.- 
000 annual tax to the island posses- 
sion's treasury, but the casino is 
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JIMMIE HUSSON 


“Mister Everybody" 
JUST CONCLUDED 
2 Successful Weeks at the 
MUEHLEBACH HOTEL 


KANSAS CITY 


(Thanks to DANNY GRAHAM, 
LAYTON BAILEY, BARNEY JOFFEE 
and SHEP FIELDS) 


CURRENTLY: 
CLUB DATES—CHICAGO 
Feb. 28-March 4th 


Thanks ART GOLDSMITH 
March 5th to lith 
BABE’S SUPPER CLUB 


DES MOINES, IOWA 
Available—April 12th 

















COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


‘asow’s FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE’ 
@ Nos 1 thru 35 @ $1.00 each * 
(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL —FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES. per book $10 @ 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
e 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk $25 @ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
reissue), $2.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $250. Worth over a thousand 
NO C.0O.D.’S 


PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54 S:.. New York 19 Dept. V 
Circie 7-1130 




















Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 


| WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


'* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


{ 
| 
| 
| Prize: Professional Engagement 


‘Nuplicate Prizes Awarded tn the Case of Tie) 























; said to more than make it worth- 
while, from both the growing 
roster of permanent native resi- 
dents as well as the shiploads of 
tourists at this port of call. 

The Lunds (2), recently at the 
Plaza in New York ‘another Hilton 
link), were on the show caught 
along with a just adequate vocal- 
instrumental quintet from the Uni- 


versity of Puerto Rico. The class 
ballroomologists open with their 
standard waltz, thence “Holiday 


For Strings.” a square dance. an- 
other waltz to Brahms’ “Lullaby” 
and a rousing Gay 90s yesteryear 
vaude routine. Concepcion’s band 
is okav both for the hoof and show 
backer-upper. Ed (“Duffy's Tav- 
ern”) Gardner frequently uses 
seven of the band of 15 on his 
taped radio show which originates 
here. Comedian Gardner is locally 
domiciled the has a whole AM 
production crew here) and he fre- 
quently announces them as “the 
seven little Concepcions.” | Besides 
producer Jack Cleary, Gardner has 


scripters Larry Rhine and Al 
Johansen, Hazel Shermet (‘Miss 
Duftv’), Bert (“Mad Russian”) 


Gordon and Sid Raymond (*‘'Finne- 
gan’) as permanents; name gues- 
ers fly in regularly from the States 
and he puts up alternately here 
or at the Candido Beach Hotel.| 
Incidentally, the Candido hostel- 
rv, along with Jack’s Club & Hotel, 
are the three major nitery-gam- 


| bling spots. Talent is chiefly “B” 


Latin acts, with an occasional Don 
Arres from the States (he was 
caught at Jack’s) who doubles 


from Radio Mundo, local AM out- 


let selling soap and nostrums to 
the Carribean market. Pepito 
Torres, Ramon & Lucinda, Miguel 
Herro, Conchita Vazquez with 
maestro Bastida’s band. rounded 
out the Latin song and dance. 
Suffice it that New York’s El Chico 
Havana-Madrid, et al. have better. 
But by and large the P. R. floaters 
gravitate to these floating crap 
games, but of all the Caribe-Hil- 
ton is the cream. Incidentallv, the 
C-H has a showmanly “welcome 
to Puerto Rico” cuffo “coconut- 
cocktail” to all first-time guests at 
the pool-side Caribar. William 
Harris, ex-Grossinger’s Miami 
Beach, is sports director and gen- 
eral factotum. Abel. 





Hotel Pierre. N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

Mario & Floria, new dance team 
in place of Bob Fosse & Mary Ann 
Niles are a highly personable ball- 
room pair with a versatile routine. 
They remind of the DeMarcos but 
otherwise run a variegated gamut 
from foxtrot to tango, a waltz to 
Tschaikowsky'’s “Waltz of the 
Flowers,” old-fashioned = turkey 
trot and Charleston, a_ softshoe 
“Merry Widow’ waltz and_ the 
like. Floria is an elfin looker and 
Mario handles her masterfully. 

Equally authoritative is the 
sopranoing Annamary Dickey. ex- 
Met thrush. following in the Cotil- 
lion Room’s cycle where Mimi 
Benzell clicked so resoundingly on 
her nitery debut. Miss Dickey 
medleys ‘Lovely Day Today” and 
“Lovely Day Tomorrow.’ does 
Cole Porter’s “I Am Loved.” ex- 
plains her “‘Toseca” aria before she 
gives full range to her fine voice, 
thence “‘Parlez-Moi d’Amour.” her 
favorite medley of oldies (‘Jeal- 
ous,” “Why Was I Born?.” “Little 
Kiss Each Morning,” “Make Be- 
lieve’), including a nice ringside 
strolling routine. 
| Stanley Melba’s 9-man combo is 
‘the main band, equally expert for 
‘show accomp and dansapation. 
Miss Dickey augments with her 
_own pianist. Chico-Relli is a capa- 
‘ble relief Latin combo. -” oo. 

el. 
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GILLETTE 


APPEARING COCOANUT GROVE 


AMBASSADOR HOTEL. 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 
Thanks, EDDIE ELKORT 


LEW & LESLIE GRADE, LTD. INC. 


SHIRLEY 


RICHARDS 
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| Empire Room, Chi 


(PALMER HOUSE) 
Chicago, Feb. 22. 
Kay Thompson with Buzz Miller, 


George Miller, Jonathan Lucas; 
George Prentice. Merriel Abbott 
dancers (8), Eddie O’Neal orch 


(12); minimum $3.50; cover $1. 


Merriel Abbott, producer, has 
come up with another solid show 
currently. The smart offerings of 
Kay Thompson are racking up top 
grosses in a family and conven- 
tion gathering spot. While bistro 
business is tottering throughout 
the country this hotel and its sister 
spot, the Stevens. are piling up all- 
time high grosses. 

Miss Thompson and her lads are 
mainly geared for the smaller chi- 
chi rooms but blonde songstress 
amazes with her ability to play 
this barn-like spot. imbued with 
a seemingly endless vitality which 
overcomes inadequate p.a. and 
lighting system and the lean days 
of Lent, judging from the standees, 
opening night. Most of the bur- 
den, too, lies on Miss Thompson’s 
slight shoulders, as the accent is 
less on the choral backing that the 
Williams Bros. used to do, but 
more on legit. staging and choreog- 
raphy that the group socks over. 
Hopping from all sides of the 
room, quartet have a_ furious 
opener in “Having a Ball.” and in 
the same frantie vein. “Rejoice” 
which has an aura of a Holy Roller 
meeting. 

Never the pace falter. 
the team unravels its tale of 
*Madelaine,” who constantly 
searches for love; an adroit piece 
of acting, with bits of ballet and 
hokum. Story picks up tempo 
with songstress being swung from 
one partner to another for lush 
tinale. While there's only one new 
piece of business, the rest under- 
coing refurbishing. it might be 
that the new one will be their best 
number, It’s a devastating take- 
off on the Sadler-Wells Ballet. 
wherein Miss Thompson essays a 
rich gal giving her “all” at an au- 
dition. including bumps. Her 
“Suzette” is somewhat similar to 
“Madelaine” but more dramatic. 
Atter 30 minutes, crowd yells for 
nore, and Miss Thompson comes 


letting 


back for “Birds Are Talking” for 
an effective bow-otf. ; 
George Prentice scores with 


slick puppeteering. Merriel Abbott 
dancers have just one line number, 
which starts the show. but makes 
a good prelude for Miss Thomp- 
son's. turn. Eddie O'Neal orch 
provides capable backing and 
keeps floor crowded for dansapa- 
tion. Zabe. 





Embers. X. ¥. 
Joe Bushkin Quartet, Art Tatum, 
Joe Mooney, Bill Williams; no 
minimum, no cover. 





The Embers has been a _ long- 
time nitery” site, under many 


names, and managements, but this 
time it looks like it has its best 
chance to emerge from its in-the- 
red operation. Ralph Watkins, who 
has been associated with other jazz 
operations, is heading the oper- 
ation in this newest jazz spot, 
and the opening week of its setup 
indicates its strong chances. 

The opening bill is headed by 
Joe Bushkin at the piano, backed 
by trumpet, bass and drums. It’s 
a sock combo that communicates 
its excitement to the payees. Bush- 
kin is the nerve centre of this 
quartet, and the little pianist really 
whams home with his assorted 
frenetics, most of them melodies 
ot a former jazz era. Sid Weiss is 
on the bass, Buck Clayton on trum- 
pet and Billy Rule on drums. 

Art Tatum, the vet jazz pianist, 
fills the late-evening lulls, but he 
certainly is no lull pianist in the 
strictest 
Tatum emphasizes anew that he is 
a virtuoso at the keys. 


Joe Mooney is at the organ with | 
his always-dexirous fingering dur- . 


ing the dinner and cocktail hour, 
while disk jock Bill 


‘session from the podium. 

The Embers is a notable excep- 
tion to the rule of jazz spots, with 
‘their usual smoky interiors, and 


for the utmost in discomfort. This 
eastside spot, directly across the 
‘street from the tony El Morocco, 
_is marked by big soft chairs and 
' plenty of elbow room. The decor 
is simple, having a rustic cabin 
effect. Kahn. 


Copa Citv. Miami Beach 


(FOLLOWUP) 
Miami Beach, Feb. 25. 

With all the competition between 
hotel cafes and nightclubs in this 
area, Copa City looks set to hold 
its own with the return of Jimmy 
Durante for a 10-day stay, to be 
followed by Danny Thomas and 
Jobn Carroll. 

The huge plushery was sold out 
for both shows opening night 
(Friday) and biz continucd boffo 
through the weckcnd. 

On his previous stint on the 


sense of the word. For: 


Williams | 
(WOV) conducts an early-evening 


tables and chairs jammed together | 


| New Year’s weekend, the vet comie 
was overwhelmed by the ovation 
_he received. This time out he was 
‘prepared for it, and the plaudits 
came for a resounding five minutes 
before he could go into his act. 


Cafe Rouge, N. Y, 
(STATLER HOTEL) 


Freddy Martin Orch wit} > 
Griffin, Murray Arnold; $15 
cover. _ 





Setting up material has 
synonymous with him, he belts 


from opening bit with ciggie gal, 
and concession photog, tied in with | 
his “You've Gotta Start Off Each) 
There’s a. 


Day With A Song.” 
sequence with his pianist, the 
breakup of the keyboard with the 
tossing around of script and asides 
to the drummer. “Kinda Hard To 


Put Into Words” follows for con-! 


tinued applause. Arden-Fletcher 
gals come in for another howl- 


making bit until advent of Eddie 
Jackson which keeps the tempo in 
high, to weave in the “Strutaway” 
for a palm-pounding sendoff. 
Durante returns for added laughs 
with a takeoff on Billy Daniels and 
taking. piano again does “Girls 
Won't You Take My Money.” Then 
into the inevitable “Inka, Dinka, 
Doo” with Jackson. and other hits 
he’s identified with thréugh the 
years for begoff returns. Brief 
encore on “Time To Say Good- 
night” had them pounding for 
more. 

Daniels, holding over. scores 
again with his stylings of “I Get 
A Kick Out of You.” “Black 
Magic.” other standards and 
“Yiddishe Momma.” 
all the way. 

Arden-Fletcher productions are 


well staged and brisk, with a new | 


opener handled on the Bagdad-On- 
The-Sea, theme. Gloria LeRoy 
wins palming for her acro-dance 
ideas in the production numbers. 
David Tyler's orch backs show 
solidly. 

In the Lounge (now called Billy 


Daniel’s “Black Magic Room”’) the | 


late biz (from 2:30 to 4 ayem) is 
sellout with the singer and Banny 
Payne featured. Lary. 





Chez Paree. Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 23. 

Ben Blue, with Sid Fields, 
Roberta Lee, Don Raeburn, Margo 
Wade. 
& Rich France, Stan Grover, Chez 
Paree Adorables (10), Cee David- 
son Orch (9), Pancho Band (5) 
minimun $3.50, cover $1. 


Current layout at this ace supper 
spot is one of the best seen here- 
abouts in a long time. 

If there’s any fault with 
current show it's only in its length. 
Additionally, the bill sags some- 
what midway. This is partly be- 
cause both production numbers are 
used to flank chirp Mary Small. 
Also, the Ben Blue troupe is a bit 
chary of its time on the floor. Ad- 
ditional sketch by the comies would 
be most welcome in place of one 
of the line turns. 

Blue has brought along straight 
man Sid Fields, a raucous thrush, 
Roberia Lee, who foils on the side, 
and Don Raeburn. Comic comes 
on with a few quickies. assisted 
by Fields, setting off the yocks 


Holds them | 


| 
! 





Mary Smalti, Luciitle Bartoe' = 


the | 


immediately, He builds heatly with , 
Miss Lee on a lavender version of | 


“Mention My Name,” then wraps 
up with hokey mind-reading stint. 


Blue's classic “Me and My 
Shadow” a la Ted Lewis is his 
funniest sketch here. Using Rae- 


burn and Fields as stooges. Blue 
has ringsiders guffawing with the 
venerable clarinet business. For 
closer, Blue recruits the entire 
company plus a pint-sized bus boy 
and men’s room attendant. They 


do the glee-club standard to close 


begging-off. 


Miss Small cuts quite a swath at | 


walkon. She’s niftily garbed and 
makes the most ot her high-pow- 
ered personality. She slams across 


all to neat appreciation. “He’s Not 
|The Man For Me,” which she’ 
torches superbly, and “He’s Much 


ty. are standout. 


routines to fair returns. Her 
| opener is brisk and fairly effective, | 
but closing number falls short. : 
| Stan Grower does an effective 
Job handling vocals for line num- 
bers. Doran and France are ex- 
‘cellent as usual on the featured 
terping. Cee Davidson orch backs _ 
| neatly. Mel. 


' 


seven numbers during the turn, | 


Too Healthy For Me,” a cute novel- 


Terper Margo Wade does tap! 








Freddy Martin’s current 
the Statler’s Cafe Rouge eet 
band’s first New York hotel date 
since it payee the Waldorf. 
Astoria’s Syarlight Roof two years 
ago. Usually locationed on’ the 
Coast, Martin is planning a long 
Stay in N. Y. with the aim of mov. 
ing inté television. 

Martin is using the Statler’s band 
showcase to display his orch’s 
versatility. Band parlays slick 
dansapation 6n pop tunes with a 
flexible organization and a broad 
repertory for a complete Stage lay. 
out. Martin is using material de- 
veloped on his Coast “Band of To. 
morrow” video show, working over 
the special material numbers dur- 
ing the late esssions at this spot. 

This is a slick commercial crew 
for any spot. Well-integrated as. 
gregation comprises four reeds 
five brass, three rhythm and 4 
String section of three violins and 

(Continued on page 53) 








FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON. 


Presents 





Milton Berle 
Show 
March 6 





Returning te London, May, 1951 
Opening Savoy Hotel 
American Representative MILES INGALLS 
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THE NATION’S 
LEADING CONTROL ARTIST 


JACQUELINE 


HURLEY 


OPENING 
HOTEL GOLDEN, RENO 


NEVADA 
Feb. 28 thru March 13 


Personal Management: BERT COLLINS 
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Comedy at it; 4ANIE(F 


RED«FAE 


Just completed eight successfui 
weeks in the Pacific Northwest. 


Thanks to... 


LEWIS and CLARK 
EXPEDITION 


JOE DANIELS AGENCY 















MARK LEDLy 





SUN NEWMAN 











GIRL WANTED 


TO TEAM WITH 


WELL-KNOWN DANCER 
(Ballet Trained) 


MR. ROMERO, CO 5-7700, Ext. 1028 











VERY FUNNY 


Income Tax Sketch 


For 2 Men and 1 Weman 
PRICE: $25.00—NO C.0.D.'s 
PAULA SMITH 


200 W. S4th St., N. Y. C. 19, Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130—Always Open 





— 














celling prior te expiration. 


returns and beeks a: 


$30,600.00. 
Southwestern, Dallas, Texas. 





SUPPER CLUB FOR SALE 


Dallas’ most popular Supper Club for sale. Located in the heart of densely 
populated residential section made up ef the most prominent people of Dalles. 
Ne competition (due te City Zoning Regulations) within @ radius of five miles, 
end only comporable business is twe major hotels. The Club is only 3 years 
od, with @ ten-year lease reserving the privilege of either renewing or can- 
~ Although eperating enly seven hours daily, in 

49 a@ gross of $110,000.09 netted $10,000.00 and in 1950 @ gross of 
$150,000 00 netted $30,000.00. These figures can be ve-ified by income tax 
‘S7e open for thoreugh investigation. Fixtures, installations 
end equipment including @ 30-ton air-conditioner) will inventory ever 
Sale price is $57,500.00. Write or wire J. O. Blackwell, 5702 
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Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 82 ee 
| 


Cafe Rouge, N. Y. built his reputation on the fact, 
one viola. Fiddles give this outfit that he was the first to showcase | 
a clean melodic quality with the ™any acts who later became im- 
other sections supplying the! portant personalities. Included are 
bounce and color. Martin’s doub- | Danny ‘Kaye and Danny Thomas. | 
jing on alto and tenor saxes fills; €S Since been in hopes that | 
out the instrumentation. | of this aguas will | 

Martin’s orch is firstrate on the | iar thee tu te a t *s showeas- | 
straight terp tempos, the founda- | jooks like Posh ergs Pomel 3 hood 
tion of any hotel band, but this! while Richards weeds furtive | 
crew excells on the novelty tunes | grooming in the minors 
which are socked across for added hen | , rhe oe 
values. Band scores particularly on | ay is a clever and ingratiating 
numbers as “Aba Daba/ Comic. He uses the marimba as a. 
Honeymoon” and “Hullabaloo,” | Comedy prop to excellent advan- 
with Merv Griffin doing the bulk ‘8¢ and further makes the most | 

f the solo chores in fine style | of his stand with his softshoe work, | 
packed up by the Martin-Men, | Prattfalls, and winds up with the 
vocal quartet recruited from the | iy wh dige ae pi with | 
sidemen. Another sideman, Mur- with his ames iene a odie 
ray ee occasional seems unnecessary for him to trade 
a ll seen aveore: this! Us piece for & good walkoll. 

a S, r, | Johnny Conrad and his two-girl | 
crew plays to the customers’ tastes. | : hg 
Whether on a pop tune, an oldie or | dancers are virtually regulars in 


° y ic | 
a rhythm novelty item, the beat is a _— het poo Mg we ay Men 
kept uppermost for easy hoofing. | overtones. Trio has a pietureeune | 
Herm. | act that’s built to order for class | 

aes | Spots. Efforts are fully appreciated | 

La Martinique, N. VY. | here. Jose. | 
Roger Ray, Johnny Conrad & | 





Dancers. (2), Sonny Richards,; Latim Quarter, N. Y. | 
Jouce Bryant, Val Olman Orch, (FOLLOW-UP) 
Pepito Lopez Orch; minimum | 


$3.50. | Borrah Minevitch Rascals have | 
. | been added to the talent lineup | 
{at Lou Walters’ spacious Latin | 


, Quarter and provide a nifty added | 
| fillip to the holdover show. Group, | 
which comprises the leader, four | 
sidemen and little Johnny Puleo, | 
are spotted near the end of the | 
lavish production and, while the | 
| vast room doesn’t give them much 
ichance to project their slapstick 





Dario has a fairly good talent 
collection for his midwinter show. 
Ji's a generally good combination 
comprising Roger Ray and Johnny 
Conrad & Dancers, both of whom | 
are known to Manhattan nitery | 
patrons, and a pair of turns that 
haven't exhibited in local plush- 


eries, Sonny Richards and Joyce ty the back tables, they draw| 
— — beg to Plenty, of yocks with their 
Jario has always Deen one ‘O' comedics, and applause for the 


take a chance on new talent. He's | 


straight harmonica music they dis- 
| pense. 











As usual, though, the accent is 
| Strictly on their broad _ shenani- 
|gans, revolving mostly about 
| Puleo’s trying to fight his way to 
{the mike for a solo shot. Little 
| guy has emerged as an okay pan- 
|tomimist, with that subtle, inno- 
cent look he displays when the 
- |others gang up on him eliciting 
os . Genius. - § |laughs no matter how often he 
uses it. He and the others in the 
icombo are fine instrumentalists, 
getting sock results with the 
variety of mouth-organs they use. 

It might be a good idea, in fact, 


, oo TOUCR. 66. ; 
a seen eee ; 

















| if they'd eliminate the comedy en- 


| tirely for at least one number. 
FORGE SHEARING | Rest of the show, spotlighting 
‘Senor Wences, violinist Mila Ray- 


; mon, the Christiani troupe and the 
Quintette Bernadette Phelan duacers, is a 
fast-paced melange of top variety 
acts and cheesecake. Wences dem- | 
onstrates sock ventro techniques 
with the puppet Re creates with | 
his fingers and the bearded head ' 
in the box, getting maximum au- 
dience response for the way he 
“throws” the voices. Miss Raymon 
displays acceptable bowing in a 
watered-down version of ‘Hora 
Stacatta” and then plays a medley 


Currently— 


Concluding PARADISE TH., Detroit, 
Mich.; one nighters, Mar. 2, Columbus, 
Ohio; SHRINE, Cleveland, Mar. 3. 


SHAW ARTISTS CORPORATION 
565 Fifth Ave., New York 20 
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INTRODUCING! Mr. Charles 
of New York (Hair Groomer 
to Stars of Film, Radio, Video, | of a 
Music and Stage) 

Now in Personal Charge of 


Men’s Hair Problems 


Trimming, Shaping, Waving, Tinting, 
Brow Styling, Facials and 
Therapeutic Lamp 
PRIVATE APPTS. EVES. ONLY 


CHURCHILL’S 


1255 N. State Pkwy., Chicago 





big production number. | 


Stager Natascha Kamarova has 
integrated the feature talent ex-' 
cellently into the lush-looking pro- 
duction numbers and the LQ’s 
line, beautifully costumed, still has 
some of the best looking ponies 
around town. Other soloists par- 
ticipating include singers Sara Ann 
McCabe and -Ear]) McVeigh. Ben 
Yost’s Vikings, dancers Valerie 
Carmille and Manon Millis, ballet 
terpers Mile. Genia Mel and Wil- 








| sorial prop until almost 1 a.m.| Mae West; 


of Strauss waltzes in the centre ; /vumoun, 


toate. ogy oe ont m2 pane 
a stodgy in a Ss Ba axker- 
Lili St ac ae ae ee at produced floorshow overlooks none Las Vegas, Feb. 29. 


: ; | of the nitery mores, the accent is} 7, J d 
Crompton, Dick Stabile Orch (8), o : : arry James Orch (18), Condos 
Geri Galion Rhumband (5); cover on talent. The boys make beauti-' g Brandow, Paul & Paulette, Dick 


$1.50, $2. Pes = = oe mee. P ay COS- ' Williams, Gordon Polk, Josephine 
epee. J resting and in eX- Karl Line (11); no cover, no mini- 
cellent taste; nothing tawdry or a 


cheaply styled in the least. 
Emcee Murray “ Swanson, aj} 


Flamingo, Las Vegas 


Ciro’s Ww 
. H'wood (HOTEL FLAMINGO) 








Herman Hover learned a lot of 
tricks about the cafe business from 


his long association with Earl Car- strappi ‘svae, In bringing Harry James to Las 
/ : pping performer of the Texas | 
fon neces Sem on i one ae Guinan 9 deny makes eight | Veeas. ang aad coum 
po so *. a rr the | Changes of gowns in introducing | 198 gid on ban vis the $06 
a hey  gopgene J ree age loit as many numbers, some of the | Wo rg tn ne he e fl I 
a on = b tong “yO OS hhias in. | glad rags getting eye-pops from ,™ ’. = this haven o Red oy 
pase pec mA _! et no ong the mccoy femmes out front. He | 84ming. rognostications are eing 
erfere wit t e course of COM! introduces his cavalcade of troup- S°Mewhat borne out as reservations 
merce, or trays that pass in the) ers with a “Mr.” preceding each | Mount steadily tiom pic notables 
night. This he has done age dl name, The talents, in the main, | 4S well as tourists insuring two 
ied but more a for age thoroughly professional. Eddie | sellout weeks. 
he current, engagement of lower | Guertin makes a neat soubret; Les! Show’s layout accenting James 
Main St. stripteuse Lili St. Cyr. | Lee, Roccio and Kandy Kane are| is okay when he’s on the business 
Scheduled to start unpeeling at respectively the Oriental, Spanish| end of his horn, but lets down 
11 p.m. (only one show on open-|and Charleston terp  specialists;;| when he emcees or engages in a 
ing night), the leggy blonde who! Gene Abbott docs blues thrushing; | terpery bit with Condos and Bran- 
well merits the descriptive ‘‘stack-| Leon Laverde leads the produc- | dow. 


ed,” didn’t let fall her first acces- | tion numbers; Titanic does an okay | Kicks off with “Sleepytime Gal” 
IS _ €X-| with rhythm section and alto saxist 


Sonny Laray 
Hover didn’t drop the cue to the|cellent with a strip in the best| wijlie Smith for good returns, 
backstage peeler until the milk | Minsky tradition and Francis Still-| jntros vocalist Dick Williams, for- 
wagons started rolling outside and; man tops it with a comedy strip; | merly 
the barkeeps started shining up, Dusty Dalton is the sophisticated r 








who exhibs good pipes on “Beauti- 


the glasses. : | ee ee eet ee tek Lien” “ene to You,” ane 
Came the great moment and a te a mec h ne te € and “Old Man River.” 
hush fell over the packed room of | the in-between flash numbers are; pay} and Paulette, trampoline 


|expertly produced by Baker who, | i bccan’ i 
celeb and fast crowd that minke |2PSrany years eld fort tine $40, e%REH to aco Appin with 
is a sucker for something as un-| Club Boheme, in Hallandale, out-| bounce bits, and solid gymnastics 
usual as a burley stripper invad-| *!4¢, a Miami Beach county ' on triple twists. Paulette, shapely 
ing cafe society. First to fall was | Precincts. — _ | redhead, grabs attention with looks 
her mink stole, followed by opera| It’s traditional that Florida strip and ability, backflipping through 
length gloves and a formal gown. , 4nd burley joints “never go broke” hoop while Paul twirls rope. 
The tease was_on as she stepped although, at the moment, Minsky’s | 
behind the shimmering drop and, Beachcomber is spotty after thea- brace of w.k. hitunes “Walk With- 
coyly exposed as much of her | tre, but the heavy hookup may be! out You,” “Sleep Lagoon,” “Flight 
epidermis as the law allows. That | Part answer there to the economic | of Bumblebee,” “All Or Nothing 
was about as much as she dared| equation. | . ‘ At All,” vocaled by Dick Williams, 
expose without having the cops! Enken, since his financial and | “Made Me Love You,”:and “Ciri- 
come running PREPARE SUR, Bile, atis|inbin” caring Bent kudos 

; > ‘ c ‘gin i | $ ce re } é i 

That was part one. In the after- in Palm Beach. At one time the third appearance loci’ in acven 
— Bro neversee. the procecece | lew York Leon & Eddie’s took’ months. still impress ‘with their 
and b ithely stepped into a bubb e } local ads denying “affiliation” with topdrawer terpery tossing honors 
i. See a ag tcl \the Miami L&E, but the sharply | pack and forth to emerge highspot 
she wrapped herself inahuge towel  qiverse policy best answers that. | ; 7 
and sent her torso in to convul-;| Enken & Baker have a novelty | (Continued on page 61) 
eS eo plow: 4 —— obec emt which they can sane 
ay jas § S >! nationally, and mi Vv 
interpretive of something or other | pone ay eae as ~ > “4 


yo « ’ 
|in the terpsichorean line. SM® yaudfilmers. a | Chicago Ss 


then proceeded to put back on) LAWRENCE 











what she had taken off and legged | 

it away. | Old Roumanian. N. Y. 

| The applause that greeted her| Sadie Banks, Jan Bart, Sonny 
exhibition was much more refined Sands, Judy Sergeant, Milray line | 
and genteel than had been hoped} (9); minimum $3.50. | 
for. She’s in for two weeks and) | 


















more if the traffic holds up. | : * 
a j Menger P : ;. The Old Roumanian one of the | 
| Stripper must have cringed when jower eastside landmarks, is prob- | * 
a whirling dancer Nanci Crompton | ably the most staple item in Yid-| 
got a higher score on the applause | qish nitelife. Jack Silverman's | ke 
meter and, too, took a pair of cur- gnot is probably the oldest of its | 
tain calls. Billy Reyes, juggling kind in New York, and has. kept 
monologist, handles —emceeing apace with changes in the neigh- Swimming Pool— * 
chore well in addition to own pborhood to embrace the type of gg bo any 
stint. Dick Stabile’s crew and talent so that format resembles Modern Kitchenette * 
seri Galian’s gourd shakers alter- the Broadway cafes. tog toons (ait with 
nate on the dance tunes and keep! wpe phenomena in this nitery tc, eek Eaeeees + 
the floor crowded. Helm. ee a pee aaa —Modern Appoint- 
is Sadie Banks, who for many ments—Overseckineg ee 
vears has been delivering Sophie Lake and Park, 
st : poesia SPECIAL 
. aa .° * Tuckeresque material to good. . beh 
Leon & Eddie's, Miami ogect She's a fixture here acting | PROFESSIONAL 


Miami, Feb. 20. 

Babe Baker revue with Murray 
Swanson, Eddie Guertin, Les Lee, 
Cary pe Png fo ene —T with the tastes of the clientele. 
eon Laverde, Titanic, Sonny La-| The big splash in this display is 
ray, Dusty Dalton, Francis Still: Jan Bart. who started there about 
man, Kandy Kane, Bill Gray; $2.50 a decade ago, has progressed to 
the standard cafes on the circuit 
‘and has come back as headliner. 
Bart is in excellent voice, he’s okay 
on the personality side and his 
tunes hit jackpot acclaim. Bart’s 
magnum opus is a charming num- 
ber on an audition of cantors. It's 
done in English without loss of 
its rich and folksy humor. 


_ : « apf . sy 
as minehost and perio! ms_ other Lawrence & Kenmore Avenues at Sheridan Road 
sundry chores. Miss Banks, also, Chicago 40. thinois LOngbeach 1-2100 
changes her material to keep pace | —.——_____________ heels 




















Maitred by Leon Enken (of the 
original Leon & Eddie’s, a No. 1 
New York tourist trap for a score 
of years), this Miami bistro offers 
an all-femme impersonators show 
that can play anywhere. It’s clean, 
slick and loaded with talent. In 
many respects it reminds of the) 4 neweomer is comedian Sonny 
class Paris spot. the Carousel, Sands (New Acts) who does okay 
which likewise is all-middlesex jn a couple of spots. The nine 
talent, sartorially resplendent and gir} Jine is well-routined and pro- 
vying with the best cafe entertain- yides a picturesque part. of the 





PATRICE JAN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


“YOUR SHOW OF SHOWS" 
NBC.-T.V. 





with Kay Thompson act, ~* 


James picks up horn to medley’ 

















MI 2-4404 DE 7-5397 | son Morelli and showgirls Gail Ment on the Continent. show. Judy Sergeant does the pro- 
Bennett and Joyce Evans. Stal. | Done with dignity and good duction terping. Jose. 
ceinameaineteiaieiieniasienl saadetioeen —_- 


























LEO DELYON 


OPENING MARCH 2nd 
STRAND, New. York 


eee tee te ce & % 





Direction: GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 
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WEEK OF FEBRUARY 28 





whether full 


or split week 


(WR) Walter Reade 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below Indicate opening day of show 


Letter in parentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (1) Independent; 
(L) Loew; (M) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoli: (W) Warner: 


Park Avenue 
Charlie Farrell 
3 Continentals 
Joe Sodja 
June Forrest - 


don’s distribution setup for quicker 
coverage of the market. 

Although Delaney’s exit points 
to a swing in emphasis to British- 


Frank Linale Ore 

| Jewel Box 

| Jackie Maye 
Danny & Doc’s Rev 


Leon & Eddie's 


LaVerd Wallace Puppets 
| Babe Baker's Revue Mae pe gg em made platters, London execs stated 
| Little Palm Club | Sans Souci Hotei | they will continue to wax with 


| Tyrell & Winslow 
| Marion Harris Jr 

| Frank Stanley Ore 
| Arturo Arturos Ore 
| Lord Tarleton Hotel 
| Hal Graham Ore 


Mother Kelly’s 
Billie Holliday 


Carl Ravazza 
Manor & Mignon 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Saxony Hotel 
John Boles 
Teddy Powell Qre 
Tito Puento Ore 
Sherry Frontenaé 


American artists. All present con- 
tract commitments to U. S. talent 
will be fulfilled. 

Delaney, incidentally, left the 
diskery on amicable terms despite 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 1 
Artie Dann 
Maria Neglia 
ohnny Bachemin 
eorgia Gibbs 
ohnny Long Or 
Music Hall (1) 
illy Feindt 
Jorman Wyatt 
sia Boys 
ettina Rosay 
ohnny Mack 
une inters 
pen Rubin 
ockettes 
Corps de Balle 
alace (R) 
artel & Mignon 
arks 
ing Bros 
ansy the Horse 
(4 to filb 
Paramount (P) 28 
uss Case Orc 
ddie Fisher 
@ Marco Sis 
ay Lawrence 
jic & Adio 
Roxy (1) 2 
Ritz Bros 
Gale Robbing 
Maxellos 
Strand (W) 2 
Josephine Baker 
Leo De Lyon 


a 

uddy Rich Ore 
BOSTON 
State (L) 1 

Marvels 

Stagg McMann $ 

Helen O’Connell 

ve Henning 

Jic Damone 
CHICAGO 


Chicago (P) 2 YOUNGSTOWN 
Tip Tap & Toe Palace (R) $-7 
Virginia Lee Patti Page 
Harvey Stone Hal McIntyre 

Q to filD Lewis & Van 
Oriental (i) 1 Frank Marlowe 
AUSTRALIA 
AUCKLAND {Devine & King 


uus Brox & Myrna 
Jally Boag 
pea & Family 


is Malesty’s (1) 26 
& H Nesbitt 


etroy 
leana Sazova 
ugene’s Flying 


Ballet 
outherly Busters 
atricia Hardie 
lice Bronimann 

BRISBANE 

His Maljesty’s (1) 26 

omese Perren 
arion Davies 


3 Fayes Michael Hayes 
BLACKPOOL Reco & May 
Palace (I) 26 ~-{| Alex Munro Co 

Michael Bentino Rey Overbury & 

Kordites Suzette 

Percellys Ganjou Bros & 
fa Miller Juanita 
eading Freddie Sales 


Grantley & Pauline 
Tih-Boult 
Denvers 
BOSCOMBE 
Hippodrome (1) 26 
Len Howe 
Audrey May 
Les Symetricals 
Jan & Helena 
Rogoyski 
Eric Coverdale 
Girls Tp 
BRIGHTON 
Hippodrome (M) 26 
Vie Oliver 
Steve Conway 
Bergman & Boros 
June Manton 
Dorothy Caston 
Sylvia Campbell 
Maureen Poer 
ouglas Argent 
og | hay | . 
es Rayner ett 
I & S Davis . 
BRISTOL 
Empire (1) 26 
Wilson Keppel & 
Bett 


y 
me O’Sullivan 
Jerdini 
2 Burgos 
elmonico Derg 
ictor Seaforth 
2 Stankviews 
Jane 
BRIXTON 
Empress (1) 26 
Bertha Willmott 
Georgie Wood 
Mooney & King 
Milhailovitis Brog 
Terry Wilson 
avel 
Krazy Komedy 


facari 
utch Serenaders 
yal & Monty 
eorge Elrick 
otirell Bros & 
_ Margarite 
Ganjou Bros & 
Juanita 
George Williams 
Joyce Golding 
leanor Beams 
Acro Belles 


ur.on Lesters 
Midgets 

arry Lester Co 
estival Fountains 
EAST HAMPTON 


Metropolitan (1) 26 


Alan Dean 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Harry Selser 
Reggie Radcliffe 
uma Lamonte Co 
kating Typhoons 
Duvals 
larry Secombe 
Palace (1) 26 
Haven & Page 
o & Lane 


ranks & Lo Gren 


eter Blair 
6 Arnette Duval 
Girls 
zel Holland 
Duvals 
, —EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 26 


} Forbutt 
y Bona - 


Debbie Reynolds 
Carlton Carpenter 
Paul Gilbert 


CINCINNATI 
Albee (R) 1 Only 
Spike Jones 
1AM 


1 
Olympia (P) 28 
Ricardo & Norma 
Paul Rich 


.| Al Schenck 


Kay Armen 
Walter Dare Wahl 


Virginia (1) 1 Only 
Ivory Joe Hunter O 
Peggy Thomas | 
Joy Smythe i 
Francine 


John Mason Co | 
ROCKFORD 
Palace (2-4) 

Leo & Josephine 

2 Caritons } 

Billy Grant 


2 — Coast 


oys 
McGuire & Henry 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 1 
Burke & Hallow 


| 
' 


Willy West & 
McGinty 

Howard (1) 1 
Orioles 
Wynonie Harris 
Sticks McGhee 
Annie Laurie 
Eddie: Durham Ore 
Crackshot Co 
Blue Midgets 





Gerda Bornstad 
Chribi 

Marika Saary 
he eee 
Wim Jong 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 

Joe Whitehouse 
Cissy Trenholm 
MELBOURNE 
Tivoli (i) 26 
Mary Brian 

John Hubbard 
Lori Irving 
Bernardine Hayes 
Gerald Oliver Smith 





MacDonald & 
Graham 

FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 26 





White & Simone | 
Dick Calkin | 
Larry Gordon Girls 
GLASGOW 
Empirg (M) 26 
Peter Casson 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (I) 26 
Jill Manners 
Joe Poynton 
Wally Brennan 
Cycle Competition 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 26 
Arthur White 
Karina 
Sonny Burke 
Vadio & Hertz 
Seamus O’Doherty 
Winnie Silver _ 
John Joyce Ladies 
Sonny Roy 
Tom Harrington 
Victor Neale 
LEEDS 
Empire (M) 26 
Pat Hatton & Peggy 
Derek Roy 
Richman & Jackson 
Radio Revellers 
Les Diagoras 
Bobbie Kimber 
Marie Louise 
R & M Lamar 
NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 26 
Swan & Leigh 
E & D Waters 
MacKenzie Reis & 
Dorothy 
Jimmy James Co 
Helga Barry 
Nitwits 
Evy & Everto 
Andre Twins & 
Sandra 
NORTHAMPTON 
New (1) 26 
Lee Lawrence 
Lowe & Ladd 
Schichtl-Rulyans 
Marionettes 
Jackley & Jee 
Jack E Raymond 








ROANOKE 


Joe Black 
Scott & Foster 
Carroll Levis Co 


Sherman Hayes Orc §sHEPHERDS BUSH 
(2 to fill | Empire (S) 26 

| Leon Cortez 

| Eddie Gray 

| Kitty Bluett 

| Doreen Harris 

| Joe Crosbie 

| Maurice French 

| Yong Kee 3 

| Les D’Artagnans 3 


SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 26 
Donald Peers 
D & E Wilcox 


Ali Bey Co 
2 Ledas 
Kirk Stevens 
Eddie Arnold 
Celia Hart 
Barclay Sis 
WALTHAMSTOW 
Palace (i) 26 
Vera Lynn 
Jackie Co 
go 
Pat D’or 
Sonny Farrar 
Krandon & Karna 
Laurie Watson 
Bebe & Belle 
Billy Maxam 





C OLVER- 
Joyce Golding HAMPTON 
— Gordon & Hippodrome (1) 26 
Nancy Dickie Arnold 
Carsony Bros Josephine 
A J Powers Russell 
Kay Kortz & Hal Gerrard 
ugene Mickie Warren 
Rex Roper & Pat Lopez 3 
SWANSEA 8 TS Girls 
Empire (M) 26 Jean Hobson 
Hal Monty Bill Young 
S & M Harrison Balageurs 
CANADA 
EAST HAMPTON | Sally Rand 
Granada (i) 26 | Eddie White 


Henri Vadden Girls 
Lupi Co 

Les Valettos 
Freddie Costello 
Bob Kerns & 
Lou 

Lorna Martin 
MONTREAL 
Gayety (I) 26 


| 


Innes & Brown 


Sachs & Kennedy 
Cliff Perl 


Mary | J & S Kayne 


Marie Manners 
Phylis Louise 

2 Hollidays 

Will Skinner Orc 





< 


Cabaret Bills 





Birmana 
Geo Shearing Ore 
Dizzy Gillespie 
Bive Angel 
Pearl Bailey 
Charlotte Rae 
Tony & Eddie 
Stuart Ross 
Eadie & Rack 
Page Cavanaugh 3 
Harold Cooke 
Bon Soir 
Jimmie Daniels 
Mildred Bailey 
Ghostley & Wood 
Norene Tate 
Reginald Bean 
Garland Wilson 
Cafe Society 
Arthur Blake 
Rose Murphy 
Jackie Paris 
Cliff Jackson 
Eddie Heywood Ore 
Copacavane 
Billy Eckstine 
Jimmy Nelson 
Andre, Andree & B 
Harrison & Patricia 
M Durso Ore 
Regina Price 
sonny Callelo 
F. vares Ore 
Embers 
Joe Bushkin 
Art Tatum 
Joe Mooney 
Havana-Madrid 
Patsy Shaw 
Tony Bari 
Juanito & Anita 
Ferdinand & Jerry 
Jerry Cooper 
Pupi Campo Ore 
Little Club 
Ernie Warren Ure 
No 1 Fifth ave 
Mimi Kelly 
Herb Corey 
Downey & Fonville 
Razel Webster 
Old Knick 
Paul Killiam 
Cindy Heller 
Dorothy Louden 
Eddie Hanley 
Al Norman 
Al LeRoy 
Geene Courtney 
Bill Meigs 
Old Roumanian 
Sadie Banks 
Jan Bart 
Sonny Sands 
Judy Sargeant 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aqguila Ore 
Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
Mischa Raginsky O 
Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Bernie Cummins 
Joan Hyldoft 
Romayne & Brent 
Blade Beauties 
Annamary Dickey 
Hotel Pierre 





Mario & Floria 


Bar of Music 
Bill Jordan 
David Eliott 
Guy Rennie 





Benedettis 
Martyn & Cooke 
Stella Marie & Paul 
NOTTINGHAM 
| Empire (M) 26 
|D & J O’Gorman 
5 Smith Bros 
Brockways 
Pat Kirkwood 
Leslie Randall 
Marno Duc in 
Merle & Marj 
PORTSMOUT 
Royal (M)*2 
Bonar Colleano Jr 
Robert Moreton 
Hall Norman & 
Ladd 


Lee Royce 

Eve Eacott 

Cottas 3 

Aerial Kenways 

Gordon Ray Girls 
SHEFFIELD 

Empire (M) 26 

3 Lorandos 

GH Elliott 

Dey Dey & Dey 








Dorothy Douglas 

| Harvey Bell 

| Quintones (5) 
Beachcomber 

Maxie Furman 

Murray Briscoe 

Helena Gardner 

Mickey ‘Ginger’ 

Jones 
Patricia O’Neill 


Irving Barnett Orc 
Casablanca Hotel 
T & P Rodriguez 
Sacasas Orc 
Hy Goodman Ore 
Joe E Lewis 
Harvey Grant 
Celebrity Club 
Alan Gale 
Freddie Stewart 
Haydocks (2) 
Teddy King Ore 
Ciro’s 
Denise Darcel 
June Gardner 
Cortez Violins 
Alan Kete Ore . 





NEW YORE CITY 


Stanley Melba Ore 
Manue} Jiminez Ore 
Habibi 
Shoshana 
Leo Fuld 
€1 Chice 
Rosita Rios 
Los Gitanos 
Pilarin Tavira 
Sarita Herrera 
D’Alonso Orc 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Louise & Harris 
Peggy O’Neil 
Holden Dcrs 
Kenny Davis 
La Martinique 
Roger Ray 
Joyce Bryant 
Conrad Ders 
Ralph Font Ore 
Val Olman Orc 
Latin Quarter 
Minevitch Rascals 
Sarah Ann McCabe 
Wences 
Christiani Troupe 
Mila Raymon 
Vikings 
Nirska 
Genia Mel 
Wilson Morrelli 
Calvin Holt 
Art Waner Ore 
Le Ruvan Biev 
Dell & Abbott 
Norman Paris 3 
Julius Monk 
Park Sheraton 
Jose Melis 3 
Mimi Warren 
Ernestine Holmes 
Hotel Plaza 
Jean Sablon 
D’Angelo & Ana 
Nicholas Matthey 
Mark Monte 


Damari 


Motel Roosevels 
Bernie Mann Ore 
Three Suns 

Hotel St. 
Russell Nype 
Evalyn Tyner 
Milt Shaw Ore 

Hotel Shelbourne 
Carol Blaine 
Harding & Moss 

Hote! Statier 


Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Versalises 

Joan Edwards 

Chandra-Kaly Decrs 

Emile Petti Ore 

Panchito Ore 
Village Garn 

The Hicks 

David Blight 

Shy Sis 

Lou Apparetti 

' Jack Whitehead 

Village 

Wally Cox 

Royce Wallace 

Hillel & Aviva 


Waldorf-Astoria 
Nancy Donovan 
Emil Coleman 





Arden-Fletcher Line 


Mischa Borr Ore 


‘MIAMI 


Clover Club 
Jackie Miles 
The Vagabonds 
Toni Arden 
Kings & Ladies (7) 
Woody Woodbury 
Tony Lopez Orc 
Copa City 
Jimmy Durante- 
Eddie Jackson 
Billy 


Payne 
Gloria Le Roy 


David Tyler Orc 
Don Oslo Orc 
Cotton Ciub 
Larry Steele’s 
“Affairs of ’51” 
Jimmy Tyler Ore 
Delano Hotel 
Louis Adler Ore 
Embers 
Diane Adrian 
Beachcombers (4) 
Dick Smart 
§ O'Clock Club 
Martha Raye 
Myron Cohen 





Nov-Elites (3) 
Roseanne 


Dick La Salle Ore | explain the context. 


Freddy Martin Ore 


Vang vard 


Clarence Williams % 


Daniels-Benny 


Arden-Fletcher Line 


Yost Guardsmen (5) ' 


Tice Eaten 8 Jack Prince the policy disagreement and com- 
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Tighter Censorship 


| Continued from page 1 


_was never presented for its seal, 
| but it was deep in “Twist.” Jewish 
groups objected to the Dickens 
story on the charge that the Fagin 
characterization would promote 
anti-Semitism. 

Production Code Administrator 
| Joseph I. Breen refused “Twist” 


| 
| 
| 











Johnny Alladin Ore | 
i Edgewater Seacr | 
Shep Fields Orc | 
Thelma Gracen } 
Paul Regan 
Dorothy Hild Ders 
Hotel Stevens 
Skating Ryles 
Arnold Shoda 
Jerry Mapes 
Jack Raffloer 
Mac MacGraw 
Reed Williams 
Harper Flaherty 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Skating Bivdeare 
Jo Barnum 
Jack Spoons 
Chordmen (4) 
Buddy Rust 
Bill Perry 
Leighton Noble Ore 
Vine Gardens 
Myron Cohen 
Carter Sis (2) 
Minda Lang 


Norma Lee Doggeit 

Joel Friend 

Ray Hyson 

Henry Brandon Orc 
Chez Paree 

Stan Grover 

Richard France 

Lucille Barnett 

Sonny Howard 

Paul Gilbert 

Paul Steffen Dcrs 

| Chez Adorables 

; Luba Malina 

Di Gitanos (2) 

Pancho Orc 

Cee Davidson Ore 


Paimer Mouse 
Kay Thompson 4 
George Prentiss 2” 
M Abbott Decrs 
Eddie O’Neal Ore 

Helstngs 
Georgie Gobel 
Jayne Walton 
Billy Chandler Ore 


TV Cribbing 














| with one femme on hand to pro- 
tect her sex against the onslaught. 
Original of that, but with a reverse 
twist, is Martha Rountree’s ‘Leave 
It to the Girls,” which has been 
broadcast via radio andor TV for 
several years. 


Situation is somewhat different 
for dramatic shows. Number of 
presentations each week makes it 
almost necessary to repeat the best 
productions once in a while. But 
there have been reports of certain 
scripters merely changing the 








Hotel Bismarck Susan King names of the characters in their 
Norman Martin Me} Cole Ore plays and trying to sell them to a 
LOS ANGELES producer, after they have been 
Ambassador Hotel = Gire’s a 
Gillette & Ri illy Re} Caesar Mulls Suit 


Gillette & Richards | Billy Reyes 
Eddie Bergman Orc | Nanci Crompton 
Dick Stabile Orc 





Use of a skit allegedly origi- 


Biltmore Hotel Geri Galian Orc : . 
Desi Arnaz Orc © Mocambo nated by Sid Caesar by comic 
yali Gali Connie Moore és a 
Stan Teen Co Latin-Aires David Astor Feb. 19 on CBS 
Marta Monteria Eddie Oliver Ore “Talent Scouts” brought up a 

VEGAS unique problem of retraction 
LAS G because of kinescoping. While 
Desert inn |__ Flaminge Hotel it was obviously too late to do 


Harry James Orc 
Condos & Brandow 
Gordon Polk 

Last Frontier Hotei 
Eddie Peabody 
Yonelly 


| Latin Quarter Rev 
Carlton Hayes Ore 


Frank Libuse 
Margot Brander 
Ernestine Mercer 


anything about the live airing, 
Caesar’s attorneys, after estab- 
lishing that the material right- 
fully belonged to him, at- 


. ogg PA gg Beet ry Bl tempted to have the skit de- 
Ralph Young Dennis Day leted from the kine. 
Piroska Thunderbird Hotel 


Since Astor won: the show’s 
award that night as the best 
act presented, CBS argued that 
deletion of his routine would 
ruin the kine. Asa result, the 
attorneys agreed to permit the. 
skit to stay in, providing that 
a voice be dubbed into the 
soundtrack explaining that As- 
tor actually was giving his im- 
pression of Caesar doing the 
routine. That reportedly 
eliminates the question of any 
damage suit on the kine, but 
Caesar is mulling a suit for 
damages on the live broadcast, 
alleging copyright  infringe- 
ment. 

Caesar has a copyright suit 
pending against comedian Ed- 
die Hanley, claiming the latter 
lifted bits of business in his 
“woman undressing” routine 
on a recent “Broadway Open 
House” (NBC) appearance. 


Duke Ellington Orc 
Timmie Rogers 
Co-ops 

Al Hibbler 


Carlton Hayes Orc 
El Rancho Vegas 
Delta Rhythm Boys 


| Diskers Cool 


Continued from page 43 Soe 























merits, the major labels have es- 
tablished regular audition days 
open to all comers. To date, disk- 
ery commitments to songs from 
musicals with a Broadway opening 
date set leave recording schedules 
open to plenty of pops. Incidental- 
ly, at least four songs from Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s “King and I” 
will be cut by each of the major 
labels, cued by the high hit per- 
centage from R & H’s “Oklahoma” 
and “South Pacific.” 


It’s felt that the market for ma- 
terial songs is satisfied by show 
score albums in which there’s | 
enough latitude for continuity to 
Such albums | 




















have become 
_makers, but only on hit shows, , 
| since there’s a direct ratio between | 
album sales and boxoffice appeal. | 


In addition, such programs as 
NBC's “Philco Playhouse” and 
CBS’ “Studio One,” which some- 








===, ten, have found that they're both 
| working on the same idea without 
_knowing the intention of their com- 
petitor. 


In that case, according to the 
program execs, there is a dire need 
not so much for tighter copyright 


—_—e 
| Delaney Exits 


| Continued from page 43 





‘and blues and rhythm besides the 
| Standard pop field. 

Lewis’ stress on sales of British- 
made disks extends back to his for- 
— of the — oe aie | copyright laws are concerned, in- 
ps years aca th Pens time, | cidentally, attorneys claim that 
|uewls persuade e British Gov-| they offer protection for material 


ernment to permit use of coin to’! put do a jm 
float the U. S. subsid as a means | PoP Tan SONNE GrOUTEEN SHER. 


of earning dollars for England. , 
The most direct way to earn a sur- 
plus of dollars, according to Lewis, 
was to put over British recording 
names in the U. S. amma CONtinued from page 25 see 


Until Delaney joined the com- mates will be st. $n oot 
pany, London’s major activity in_ pol of prices w= 
the pop field was the distribution His ambitious “Miss U, S. Tele- 
of British-made disks. In the past yision” package which he hopes to 
six months, however, the diskery | tee off this spring on some 24 sta- 


inked such U. S. names as Anita. tions will eat u i 

as | ‘ p about $200,000 in 
: rd a Wayne, Bill Snyder, | prizes which run from a “Holeproof 
Ae Pe 4 the Buckeye Boys,; Luxite Lingerie Ensemble” for 
; StICKS cGhee and the Haystack- weekly city winners to a round trip 


ers, besides starting a new push | : 

on Al Morgan and Teresa Brewer. | a ce y tase — a 
Pleis also was being developed as; Schwimmer doesn’t use the serv- 
a solo pianist besides aiding De- | ices of a prize-securing outfit but 
laney in the a&r chores. | employs a fulltime staff of 15 per- 
; Payoff for Delaney’s policy was: sons in his “Awards Division.” He 
indicated in the fact that the disk- | buys about 15° of the prizes at the 
ery hit its highest revenue level in present time and obtains the bal- 
the last couple of months of 1950.; ance in exchange for on-the-air 
Delaney, who also doubled as sales’ plugs. 

chief before Harry Kruse entered “The problem is 
. the firm last month in an exec vice- | awards; it’s to refuse 
prexy and sales chief post, was also, want to put them on 
instrumental in revamping Lon-, Schwimmer declared. 


house to be administered within 
the industry. As far as present 








‘Swag King’ 














not to get 
people who 
our shows,” 


~~ mld, 


Sam Bari Nino Yacovino pleted several recording dates late | 
Bobby Sherman Catatine Ore last week with Al Morgan after 
CHICAGO formally exiting the a&r post. 
Blackhawk Trude Adams f 
Patsy Abbott Lee Morgan 


Continued from page 27 gana 


important money- | staged previously on another show. | 


| times assign originals to be writ- | 


laws but for some type of clearing | 


seal. An appeal was taken by 
| Eagle Lion Classics, the distrib, to 
the MPAA board, which finally 
_gave the film an okay after ELC 
| clipped some 800 feet which Breen 
| wanted out. 


Fears of Getting Tougher 


| Fears that censors all along the 

line, from the Customs to the 
| Breen office to police o.0.ers in 
| many towns, will get tougher on 
| some of the frisky lines and situa- 
| tions which have been getting 
| through without trouble in both 
Hollywood and imported pix re- 
cently, is based on experience. 


| Each time in the past that great 
| public interest has been focussed 
‘on film censorship—no matter what 
| the cause—the lines have contract- 
ed. They relax again as time goes 
by, but, meantime, films suffer a 
setback and the censors perma- 
nently gain a stronger position. 


All regulatory codes, particularly 
that of the Breen office, are flex- 
ible to the extent that they must 
be interpreted. The interpreta- 
tions generally reflect the moral 
tenor of the times, being narrow 
when the pressure groups are in 
command and, relaxing when the 
hue and cry diminishes. 


Particularly concerned are the 
foreign distribs, since most of the 
pix coming from abroad require a 
freer interpretation of codes than 
does Hollywood’s product. Cus- 
toms and state and municipal cen- 
sors have been taking the broad 
view in recognition of the fact that 
the lingualers, playing art houses, 
appeal almost entirely to a sophis- 
ticated trade and get very little 
child attendance. 


Hollywoodites are also seriously 
concerned, however, since they 
were well pleased with the increas- 
ing freedom they were gaining and 
now feel they will be set back for 
no fault of their own. They be- 
lieve they need all possible leeway 
to meet both the questionable lines, 
situations and costumes of TV and 
the adult plot concepts of the film 
imports. 





Burstyn to Appeal 
Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

Joseph Burstyn, here primarily 
for a rest and for “Ways of Love” 
opening March 7 at the Monica the- 
atre, says he will take the N. Y. 
‘ban to U. S. Supreme Court if 
necessary. Believes move would 
be “rendering some service to film 
industry.” Will remain here until 
after opening in event any effort 
is made to suppress film. 














‘Annie Oakleys’ 


Continued from page 1 ja 


jampack another 1,000,000 free 
customers into the Center. 

The multiple Broadway ex-legit 
showcases now converted into AM 
and TV studios, right in the heart 
of the boxoffice belt, will eat up 4 
couple million additional free tick- 
| ets this year, it’s estimated. 
| Network execs recognize the une 
fair competition, but ask, in effect: 
“What can we do about it?’ In 
view of the heavy demand for TV 
tix, there was talk only a couple 
,months back around NBC of ef- 
'fecting a price-admission system, 
| particularly for the Center theatre 
attractions, including “Big Show, 
Jimmy Durante, etc., but in further 
| appraising the situation NBC de- 
‘cided against it. Firstly, it would 
have entailed setting up a separate 
unit for handling of tickets, etc. 
| Secondly, NBC felt it would have 
necessitated booking auxiliary at- 
‘tractions, feeling that a broadcast 
or telecast origination in itself 
wasn’t sufficient to lure paying cus- 
' tomers. 

Fred Allen, for one, has long at 
| gued that the cuffo ticket situation 
| (with the sponsor as the new Broad- 
| way showman picking up the tab) 
| is reducing show business to & 
pretty sad state of affairs. He has 





| particularly deplored the unfair 
| competition to the headliners in 
houses with a boxoffice out front. 
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House Reviews 


Roxy, N. Y. 

Ritz Bros. (3), Gale Robbins, 
Maxellos (5), Paul Ash House 
Orch; “USS Teaketile” (20th), re- 
viewed in current issue of VARIETY. 





The Roxy is currently on a head 
liner kick. Following the run of 
Danny Kaye, the Ritz Bros. are 
now toplining at this house with 
Tony Martin set to follow. With. 
these expensive entries on tap, the 
house has foregone the usual house 
production. Some dressing might 
have helped present bill. 


This zany trio has been de- 
servedly headlining for many years | 
and have dispensed a brand of 
entertainment that has kept their 
earnings in the upper brackets. On 
current appearance, there were ' 
several factors that  militated | 
against their complete success. The 
trio were late in getting started. 
Coming onto a cold stage doesn’t 
aid these comics too much. They | 
start with material before doing | 
anything to create a warm atmos- | 
phere. Their ‘second skit w.k. | 
travesty on “Snow White” is moved |! 
too far up on routine to have 
optimum effect. Their potency is | 
illustrated toward the latter part | 
of their act, when rapport was 
reached between their offerings 
and the audience. Curiously | 
enough, the most appreciated part 
of their turn came at the finale 
with their terping. It was good, 
visual humor that hit its mark. 

The Ritzes came prepared with | 
some essentially good material. 
Their offerings have good writing, | 
and, of course, these boys can, 
project excellently. One fault evi- | 
dent at show caught was the mix- 
ture of Yiddishisms which left many | 
in the audience in the dark as to | 





cuts loose with everything it has 
in the way of smooth, hot section 
work and slick solos. Vocalist Bill 
Derry, in a medley of pops, im- 
presses with a robust baritone, es- 
pecially in a sock version of “Cara- 
van.” 

Conway and Parks register 
with a zany mixture of taps and 
banter; Crackshot Hackley, assist- 
ed by Sybyl Lewis and Ray Moore 
in the comedy turn, draws laughs 
in a jealous husband routine that 
blacks out one jump ahead of the 
censor. Minor lull occurs with 
Jimmy Smith’s dance routine on a 
xylophone, which, with the novelty 
worn off, misses as either music 
or dancing. 

Balance of the bill, the Selah 
Quintette and the Aristocrats of 
Rhythm, reviewed in 
round an entertaining show. 





Palaee, N. Y. 


Cecil & Shirley, Jerry Coe, 
Skeets Minton, The Southernaires 
(4) Ladd Lyon (2), Lander & 
Leanna Holland, Milton Douglas & 
Co. (2), The Gibsons (2), Don 


Albert house orch; “Mrs. O’Malley | 


and Mr. Malone” (M-G), reviewed 
in VARIETY Nov. 8, ’50. ' 





The Palace has another likeable 
eight-act bill on display currently 
that contains sufficient variety to 
appeal to most fans. 


However, it’s the standards like 
Milton Douglas, The Gibsons, Ladd 
Lyon and The Southernaires who 
carry the main kick of the bill. 
Douglas, assisted by an unbilled 


femme, grabs plenty of laughs via | 
his child psychology monolog and | 
and | 


topical bits that register, 


New Acts, | 


It is neatly | 
| paced and plays well throughout. | 





‘I Get a Kick Out of You” and) —r 

The Harmonicats, under the di-| 
rection of Jerry Murad, break up| 
the house with their slick harmon- | 


New 





Acts 








icaing. The juves go for act in 
big way, particularly when trio: JOYCE BRYANT 

moves into the jump arrangements | Songs 

with comedy moments handled by | 19 Mins. 
heavyweight Al Fiore, the bass; La Martinique, New York 

'man. Len Howard’s band gives; Joyce Bryant's work displays 


solid backing. House was doing | i i 
| Capacity biz when caught. Newt. Few pre Be ac 2 


she hasn’t been registered in 
Capitol, Wash. | Varrery’s New Act files. This Ne- 








: | gro looker delineates a wide varie- | 
| Peggy Lee hoe foleee ake ‘ty of tunes with taste, delicacy and | 


Trini Reyes, Si ’ >t. feeling. She has good floor pres- 
tes a eee eee ‘ence, is nicely coutouriered and 
' . | makes a good impact on all counts. 


Accent of current Capitol setup; Miss Bryant has a voice range 





is on novelty, though spotlight is embracing several octaves. Normal | 


on the glamorous Peggy Lee. Gen- , voice, somewhere around the mezzo 
eral effect is one of most pleasant register, is well-developed, and 
hereabouts in weeks. highly expressive. She hits the 


| by her own instrumental trio, in| ciable loss in vocal timbre. She’s 


| addition to house orch, clicks with | audible and articulate at all times. | 


|her particular brand of subdued; Miss Bryant also has a flair for 


| torchiness. Chantoosey is a dazzling interpretation with equal ease at | 


looker, with beaucoup appreciation | ballads or rhythm tunes. Finale 
from the galleries. Voice is low | “Love for Sale” is over-dramatized 
pitched and throaty, with little! with loss of some essential irony 
range but well styled and deftly but it’s the only defect in her 
handled. Best bet is the current | ’ . ign- 
a catalog. She’s ready for assign 
rage, “Tennessee Waltz,” though | ments in any medium Jose 
ee see ng fos en - .- 
| out. pens with “Climb Up a 
| Mountain,” and goes on to “Where HERB COREY 
and When.” “Them There Riyes” | Zoe Saaeeowens 
is closest to novelty, though ar- yy ; . 
rangements on the whole are off | One Fifth Avenue, N. x. 
'the beaten track. Gal is drawing! Winner of this boite’s opportu- 
well in her stint and pays off with nity contest and an extended pro- 
what her disk fans obviously like. | fessional engagement there over a 
Johnny Burke, the “Sad Sack” year ago, Herb Corey, who since 
of World War I, is still reviving the has appeared at other spots, is 
| woes of our initial global effort.| Playing a repeat in, this room. 
‘Except for some streamlining of Song impressionist makes up for a 
his gags, and more double en- | Slight uneveness with tremendous 
'tendre than in past stints, act is drive and good material. 
still the same deadpan, fast run-!| Although he scores with “Row, 





Headliner Miss Lee, backed up| falsetto heights without any appre- | 


RUSSELL NYPE 
Songs 
| 20 Mins. 


| Maisonette, Hotel St. Regis, N. Y. 


| Broadway has seen unorthodox 
musicomedy extremes in recent 
| seasons, running the gamut from 
|AK “juveniles” (Pinza) to be- 
| spectacled love interests, as in the 
‘case of Russell Nype. Latter is the 
, juve click in “Call Me Madam,” 


' and he essays his nitery debut in 
‘the same shy, almost awkward, 
prominent Adam’s-appled ap- 
proach. He comes off well, it 
should be recorded pronto. 

He’s almost Joe College, in an 
undistinguished shawl-collar din- 
ner jacket, including a waistcoat 
which is not exactly something out 
of Esquire; but the sum total of 
earnestness and _ studious mien, 
coupled with a pleasant singing 
style, pay off even in a class 
saloon. He might have trouble in 
‘other than a plush bistro of the 
' Hotel St. Regis’ Maisonette school, 
‘but here he is thoroughly liked. 
Just to prove how complete 
'naivete, studiously devised or 
otherwise, can be capitalized, Nype 
not only does a “Goodbye Mr. 
Chips” dramatic reading but signs 
off with an almost precious phrase 
| about “it’s wonderful that we share 
ithe same dreams.” 

Juvenile has established him- 
self in the metropolitan scene as 
a social favorite. He has been 
snapshotted with the Duchess of 
Windsor at sundry functions, and 
is apparently a young man whose 
effective work in the Berlin-Mer- 
man musical gets him around so- 
cially. Result was that maitre 
d’ August, at the Maisonette had a 
headache with the opening night 


F | i earl . wce,, through of gags. It’s corny and Row, Row,” “Begat,” and “Saga reservations, and si post-premiere 

Hay, aa an jisey tanec | ie wie partes tov tons cd off | O>Vious, but Burke is past master of Margaret” — about Margaret | biz has been comparably socko. 

funny. but ‘th fte Y id ’* hit! b tg oftshoe. L ar ie ‘at timing and delivery, with rous-| Truman’s vocal career (a parody Nype does only one midnight 
y, bu ey orten n | by a Sortsnoe, La yon, ' ing results from payees. of “Jenny Made Her Mind Up”)— show, because of his “Madam 


the far reaches of this large house. | 
The current Roxy show is good | 


for the type of comedy purveved | 


aided by sister Jean, also provokes 
laughs via a gymnastic and balanc- 
ing routine, with gal acting as 





by the Ritz Bros. They work with | stooge for table on chair balancing 
the two outside acts on the show, bit, and then going to legit gym- 
getting laughs with the Maxellos | nastics with brother as clincher. 
in their stooging on a few risley | The Gibsons rate with their knife- 
tricks. This act does okay. The! throwing act, with the guy tossing 
Three girls and two man comple-| knives at partner mounted on 


} 


ito the standard terp slot. Dressed | sions. These are of Vivian Blaine 
|in typical toreador style, gal has | doing ‘“Adelaide’s Lament” in 
|a routine of Spanish flamenco! “Guys and Dolls” and Carol Chan- 
'dances. Terper, however, is excep-' ning singing “Little Rock” in 
| tionally graceful and fast on her; “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” 
feet, and routine is different | Comedy content of the songs, em- 
enough to garner more apprecia-| phasized by neat job of mimicry, 


'tion than the conventional type of , delivered by a male impressionist 


| Trini Reyes adds something new: Corey’s main sock is his impres-. 


‘the dinner frolic. 

Juve has a femme pianist and 
Milt Shaw’s expert dansapators for 
backer-uppering,, as he unfolds 
“Madam” excerpts, old operetta 
‘items, and the like. His choice of 
numbers is sagacious. His style is 
good in that he doesn’t hug the 


chores; Evalyn Tyner, pianist, does 


ment show with a good assortment | wheelboard, and a spinning climax terp act gets here. One number, | had audience clamoring for more. mike, but frequently plays to the 





of routines and get off nicely. | as the main thriller. lsans music. im tin- | ringsiders, indicating that his 
Gale Robbins, who’s worked the| The Southernaires, Negro male wae version oT dar wen Gn MIMI KELLY | pleasant voice, while not stentori- 


Hollywood circuit, is similarly a/ quartet, mix spirituals with pops| dancing. At any rate, it's a good | ous, has enough range to project, 





good subject for the Ritz brand | for happy returns. They blend well! act with plenty of showmanship. | »o"&s 


of humor. She gets off a few gags | and have slick arrangements, espe- | 
with the lads and makes good im- | cially “Jericho,” “Heart Cries For 
pression and on her own. On this | you” and a musical setting to Lin- 


show she impresses . with her 
rhythm tunes. Her “Black Magic’”’ 
is lost in this house, but she comes 
out ahead. Jose. 


Loew’s State, Boston 
Boston, Feb. 23. 
Ink Spots (5), Jack FE. Leonard, 
Ada Lynne, Winik & Mae, Larry 
Green Orch (12); “Cause for 
Alarm” (M-G). 





For the first time in nearly 20 
years, this house is having a fling 
at stageshows with the teeoff lay- 
out shaping as solid turnstile bait. 

Headlined by the Ink Spots, the 
guys turn in their usual nifty job 
of harmonizing such 


You,” “Everybody Loves My 
Baby,” “Time Out for Tears” and 


their standard, “If 1 Didn't Care.” ; 


That they came to hear the falsetto 
of Bill Kenney is manifested by 
the spontaneous outbursis of ap- 
plause during his solo spots, al- 


though the overall reaction to the ' 


quartet’s stanza is solid. 

Jack E. Leonard, grabs plenty 
of yocks with his banter with 
maestro Larry Green. Guy is 


plenty fast with a quip and han- | 
dles emcee chores in okay fashion. | 


Ada Lynne gets mixed returns 
with a sesh of semi-blue material. 
Layout gets off to good start via 
terping of Winik & Mae, mixed 
team with neat routines. 

Larry Green and band, onstage. 
background capably. Biz strong 
at opener, Feb. 22. Elie. 


Apollo, N. Y. 
Charlie Barnet Orch (16) with 





Bill Derry; Aristocrats of Rhythm | 


(2), Crackshot Hackley & Co. (3), 
Selah Quintette, 
Conway & Parks; 
(Mono). 


“Hot Rod” 





Show at the Apollo, headlining 
the Charlie Barnet band, consists 
of a good selection of diversified 
acis making for a past-paced Dill. 

Orch, displaying a driving swing 
style, consists of four trumpets, 
three trombones, three rhythm and 
six reed—including the maestro. 
Teeoff medley of “Cherokee” and 
“ cdskin” sends show off at a siz- 
ying cUp with successive band 
numbers hypoing the activity 
throughout. Peak is reached in an 
eicht-minute arranvement by John- 
nie Richards of Gershwin’s “Rhap- 
sody in Blue” in which the crew 


ditties as. 
“You Left Me Everything But, 


Jimmy Smith, | 


'coln’s Gettysburg Address, which js deft, and figures give illusion 


'takes them off solidly. 

Cecil and Shirley pace the bill 
with a neat roller-skating act, in 
which tricks and spins are above 
ordinary and bespeak will-worked- 
‘out routines. Luminous-treated 


| costumes provide additional flash 


to garner neat returns. Jerry Coe 
: follows with a bit of accordioning 
| and tambourine stint as a preface 
| to his solid hoofing. Lander and 
‘Leanna Holland also go over well 
|in their ballroomology, particular- 
ily their medley number, in which 
‘they wind up with old-fashioned 
/polka. Skeets Minton, youthful 
/ventro, also gets over neatly in 
, comic repartee with a dummy and 
impressions via the latter of 
Vaughn Monroe, Jerry Colonna, et 
al. Don Albert’s house orch pro- 
vides capable background. Edba. 


Seville, Montreal 
Montreal, Feb. 24. 
Lewis & Van, Benson & Mann, Jim 
Wong Troupe (4), Trudy Richards, 
‘Harmonicats (3), Len Howard 
Orch (7); “Mary Ryan, Detective” 
(Col). 





The Seville comes up with the 
best show to date in its short 
‘vaude career. Headliners, the 
'Harmonicats, take top honors in 
their first Montreal appearance 
‘with the comedics of Benson and 
| Mann running a close second. Lat- 
‘ter team is doing a fillin for Artie 
‘Dann who was originally slated. 
{Lads have a self-effacing manner, 
‘plenty of showmanship and mate- 
lrial that is refreshing and neatly 
‘paced. Their softshoe is okay and 
duo drew yocks for patter that 
never has to resort to the indigo 
touches for attention. A cinch for 
'vauders and big video productions. 
| Leadoff spot goes to Lewis and 
'Van whose trim terping sets the 
pace for this bang-up layout. Chal- 
lenge stuff is great and precision 
work in unison scores with patrons. 
‘The Jim Wong group click with 
their tumbling and assorted acro- 
‘batics. Outfit works smoothly but 
igeneral tempo is sometimes too 
rapid and boys lose audience re- 
-action by running all stunts to- 
' gether. Femme interest is main- 


tained by chirper Trudy Richards, | 
' whose well-stacked figure occasion- 


ally picks up more attention than 
song offerings. 
of pipes and puts them to best use 
‘on such tunes as “True to You, 


Gal has strong set. 


: | 14 Mins. 
| The Simpsons, too, have some- Qne Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 
| thing different in their marionette 


curtain raiser. Their string work | Paul 


Kelly, presents a — 
vee “ ” 3 -. youthful personality in her cafe 
boy Fg Pai a debut at One Fifth Avenue. With 
|legerdemain, scarf tricks and rab-' Previous professional experience 
‘bit. Act is a miniature revue of limited to legit and a singing role 
| its own. Payees liked it. in the road company of “Finian’s 
| Rainbow,” Miss Kelly displays vo- 

| cal equipment ideally suited to this 


. | intimate nitery. 
ae Senne b. 23 Her voice, smooth and extremely 


Louis Jordan Band (7), Waity | Rextble, fas DM ay pi neha 
‘Brown, Anthony, Allyn & Hodge, in Fun.” “Remind Me” and “Look 


to the Rainbow,” is well chosen 


Lowe. 


| Rudy Cardenas, Larry Flint Orch’: 
| (12); “Gambling House” (RKO). 
| Although the _ stageshows pre- 
‘sented in this brief revival of live 





delicate shadings of feeling and 
full dramatic effects. 


‘entertainment have been topnotch, However, she failed to achieve 
‘biz has failed to hit expectations, Complete rappor* with her audience 
consequently current layout winds through a tendency to play off to 
up the month’s trial with house re-| distance, as if bridging footlights, 
verting to double bill pic policy. instead of playing direct to the 
| Fast throughout, bill opens with customers, 
‘Rudy Cardenas, clever juggler, 

who works at a furious pace, SONNY SANDS 

manipulating balls, hats and cups Comedy 

‘while racing around the stage. 14 Mins. 

Since his appearance here last sea- Old Roumanian, N. Y. 

son, he’s added several new tricKs, Sonny Sands is a newcomer in 
tossing balls into air and snaring these parts who should eventually 
them in net pockets tied around hit the uptown circuit. 
| waist, juggling six tin cups, catch- reminiscent of Joey Bishop who he 
ing them one in another, winding resembles physically and obviously 
his sock stint with a rhythmical ' serves as his model. At this point, 
hat swapping trick. Gets boff re- he hasn’t come up with Bishop's re- 
action. 
two guys and a gal, who open with material with his finesse. but with 
satirical terp routines, score neatly further experience, he'll do well in 
with nifty adagio turn. — _ | most situations. 

_ Wally Brown, fast-talking comic) gangs on his first show, had a 
‘with zany line of chatter, clicks tough time getting started here, 
‘in a yockful stanza of nonsensical \hich at show caught, had a huge 
'drolleries. Bowed off vocalizing, henefit audience. It’s unfortunate 
“Do Your Loving While You're that he had to resort to indigoisms 
Young” for neat returns. | to get attention, but once he did, 
| Louis Jordan and his seven the blue notes weren't very much 
piece combo romp through a half- jn evidence and he got by with a 
hour sesh of fast, loud music with good assortment of gags. Jose. 
/maestro sparking the gers al 2 reliant cai 

_singing, playing sax an ing ' « ET 

‘with the stubholders. Guy has oe” QUINT 

‘plenty of energy and a personality 12 Mins. 

that scores with =" bs = Apollo, N. Y. 

though his vocalizing, aide y : ” : 
enor veaxiet and trumpet player, ale Gre sobine wel balanced 
le gem Mga ae er voices in a variety of song offer- 
| ' Elie. ings to guitar accompaniment. 
Rhythms, capably handled, range 


Borrah Minevitch played an en- from the Latin through swing. 
forced 2-day “date” in Loew's; Quintet registers most solidly, 
Igloo, Iceland, when his plane was however, in a cx of spirituals, 
forced down there en route to “Selah Train’ ‘h, 
N. Y. from Paris. He rang up the “Train” especi: s a terrific 
American flag “on behalf of. audience respons, ough striking 
Loew’s, TV, the Latin Quarter and | railroad sound-eifecis in perfect 
which helped enliven harmony and beat plus graphic 

{business by the singers. 








' VARIETY,” 
i the layover. 


Mimi Kelly, daughter of actor 


and displays her ability to handle | 


Sands is) 


Anthony, Allyn & Hodge, finements and is still to acquire | 


“Shadrach,” , 


| which is especially smart in an in- 
| timate room like the Maisonette. 
' Withal, he’s a welcome “new” 
face to the class cafes which need 
something different. Abel. 


SONNY RICHARDS 
Comedy 

9 Mins. 

La Martinique, New York 

Sonny Richards has been around 
but hasn’t been listed in VARrIETY’s 
New Act Files. He’s a youthful 
comedian who needs further 
grooming before he’s ready for big- 
time. His date at La Martinique 
is too premature to do him any 
good at this point. 

Richards, at show caught, made 
one mistake at the start and 
couldn’t overcome it. When his 
first few gags didn’t hit, he started 
throwing a standard line of quips 
aimed to heckle the audience into 
laughing. This crowd didn’t go for 
it. 

Discounting this factor, Richards 
_appears to have a fairish delivery, 
j;although lacking sock material. He 
can handle a song and do a spot of 
dancing. Deflation of ego, more 
texperience and better material 
seem to be needed to set him for 
better returns. Jose. 


DOROTHY LOUDON’ 
Songs 

12 Mins. 

O'd Knick Music Hall, N. Y. 

With a little more experience, 
Dorothy Loudon stands a chance 
of reaching the top in delivery of 
songs in the Sophie Tucker style. 
Whether the similarity is intene 
tional or not, Miss Loudon has the 
voice and manner ot Miss Tucker. 
Yet she has a youthful zing that 
gives her considerable zest, and she 
.makes the most of it. While her 
offering of “‘A Good Man Is Hard 
to Find’ and “Some of These 
Days” is effective, her best num- 
, ber is “You Made Me Love You.’ 
| Stage presence still is a_ trifle 
| stiff, but doubtless this will be 
'overcome with successive pere 
' formances. Alst. 


CINDY HELLER 

Comedy 

| 10 Mins. 

Old: Knick Music Hall, N. Y. 

| Cindy Heller is a versatile gal 
“who can jump from broad comedy 
‘to a bit of tear-jerking. In straight 
comedy monologue, her delivery 
seems strained but she gets into 
her stride with a takeoff on demon- 
‘strators of beauty preparations. In 
this stint, Miss Meller makes the 
most of ber ability to satirize. 
. (Continued on page 61) 
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It's Allin the Way You Say It; 
B. 0. Reaction Varies With Subs 


Several instances of illness by. 


stars of Broadway shows recently 
has demonstrated the effect, both 
on the boxoffice and in audience 
r2sponse to understudy perform- 
ances, of different ways of an- 
nouncing the cast substitution. In 
all instances, there have been re- 
funds, but patrons have applauded 
understudy performances in each 
case. 

‘yhen Claude Rains was out of 


| 





St. Louis Muny Skeds Ist 


Local ‘High Button Shoes’ 
St. Louis, Feb. 27. 

Municipal Theatre Assn. custom- 

ers will get their first glimpse of 

“High Button Shoes” in the or- 

ganization’s al fresco playhouse in 


Forest Park this summer. The 
group's 88-night season tees off 


12 Cas “Darkness Noon,” at ; : 
i petal tag (20), June 7 with an 11-night stand of 
the fact was announced to the audi- “Nina Rose.” Another new one to 
erce via loudspeaker from back- local audiences is “Miss Liberty, 
stage, with no one coming before skedded for a seven-night engage- 
the curtain to explain the situation ment. . 
in person. An estimated three-fifths “The Merry Widow” has been 
of tne house immediately walked added to the repertory. It will be 
out, getting refunds. The slim the seventh time this work has 
patronage that remained gave un- been presented. Another fave, The 
dcrstudy Will Kuluva an ovation Bohemian Girl,” also is skedded 
at the final curtain. for its local presentation. 





In the case of Gloria Swanson, 
who recently missed a whole week 
of performances of “Twentieth Cen- 
tury,” at the Fulton, her co-star 
and the show’s co-producer, Jose 
Ferrer, made the announcement | 
personally each night, urging the | 
audience to remain and see the 
understudy play the show. There | 
were relatively few refunds and, 


St. Pete Operetta Hitting 
Its Stride After Rocky 
Cold Weather Fla. Weeks 


St. Petersburg, Feb. 27. 
“Blossom Time,” the Romberg- 





the understudy, the producer-di- | ; 
rector-star’s wife, Phyllis Hill, also Schubert musical presented at the 


won plaudits. However, public an- St. Petersburg Operetta week be- 


nowncement that Miss Swanson was fore last, was the biggest click thus 
out of the show was apparently far for Pat Hurley’s tent theatre- 
responsible for the boxoffice drop | jn-the-round. After a slow start the 
from its normal capacity-plus $23,- Operetta is now playing at near 
509 to $20,400 for that week. capacity. “Rose-Marie” was the bill 
\vhen Clive Brook was out of the last week and “The Firefly” is cur- 
cas: of “Second Threshold,” at the: rent. 
Morosco, for the better part of two Hurley's success {s unusual in 
weeks recently, there were heavy | view of the fact that St. John Ter- 
refunds and, after the star’s illness yoi)'s Treasure Island Music Cir- 
was reported in the dailies, a drop cys folded after three weeks, the 
in the window sale for the show. | producer concluding that St. Pe- 
In tnat case the gross slumped from tersburg wasn’t a show town. Un- 
$17,500 to $13,600 one week and to precedented cold weather, early in 
$-' 000 the next. | January, however, actually had 
“.s “South Pacific” has repeat- much to do with holding down au- 


ed.y demonstrated, however, even qdiences. After the first three weeks, 
to » boxoffice names aren't essential 4, q matter of fact, Hurley had 


if che show is sirong enough. While | about reached the same conclu- 


Fzo Pinza was in the Broadway sion as Terrell. He had posted a 


company he missed some 50 per-| ¢josing notice and his Philadelphia | 
formances, but the relatively few hackers were threatening to pull | 
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Met 


Ntactromny © 





Then the St. Petersburg Times 





rofunds were invariably snapped | opt. 
u,) immediately by —s pcan 
waiting in the Majestic obby on Fit ps “a gee ae 
ju st such a possibility. onan | He ges gael = with a break i 
u~“on has occurred on two —— the weather and the publicity as- 
sions when Mary Martin was out sist from the paper, business be- 
of the Rodgers-Hammerstein smash po to pick ane “Naughty Ma- 
b:cause of illness. 'rietta” made its nut for the week. 
- | From then on, the momentum in- 
r 4 ° e b J > e ’ 
Fidelio’ Frings Walter, ag " 
. 1e Operetta company, with a 
F'asstad {9 jet: 936 To 12-week season skedded here, is 
cr pe ? ‘now booking for rg: Raga —_ 
Le > 4}. «] mer season in the north. Hurley 
e 56 ake OF 3 Ooera De | has another tent and plans to op- 
The Metrovoitzn Opera Assn. erate in two locations with two dif- 
wil present Geethoven’s “Fidelio” ferent companies. Wilbur Evans, 
ir: “°. Y. next Tuesday (6 for the star and stage director, will handle 
f ct time since 1946, this being both shows, keep the present com- 
t 2 third and last of the special pany intact and engage some new 
* --kage deal” offered subscribers talent for the second company. 
e tie beginning of the season. 
I: involved tiree of the current Theatre ’5] Delaying 
s -con’s most important events, , 3 . 
v ivy the .rbitrarily listed Tryout ef ‘White Donkey 
# ‘first nights,” selling the three Dallas, Feb. 27. 
e Crs package, and charging an «We Rode a White Donkey,” a 
u id scare for the ees . 1... new play, will be dropped from the 
hog — Fr tye night's Theatre '51, schedule for this year, 
: “Din ee Pye and the musical play, ‘Walls Rise 
4 ton bots ee a “Fd rungs al. Up.” will open April 2 instead of 
oo ne oon ~ March 12, as originally planned. 
ougn the Met's normal top is 
""9 (tax included), management , Producer’ Margo Jones has 
1 the pack»ge of three operzs SK dded “Candida” for March 12, 
a. a $0) ton, \ith next Tuesday's following “One Bright Day.” 
p-s.ormance virtutlly a sellout, as 
w ve tue first two, Met will have 
an estimated $129.000 gross, or 
from £93,600 to 595,009 net, on 
th» desl. The Met arbitrarily fig- 
uscd the packate scale at a $36 
«) for the evening “Don Carlo,” 
ard $12 each jor the other two, so 
th: t “Sidelio’s” take next Tuesday 
is «stimated at around $20,009. 
. irsten Flagstad will sing the 
le J in “Fidelio,” witi Bruno Wal- 
tc: back at the Met for the first 
tivae since tne 1945-46 season. to 
conuct. Herbert Graf staged the 
work. 
Gi'‘bert Miller Recupes 
"bert Miller, out of the hospi- 
c’ st week after a throat opera- 
tic >. loaves Friday (2) for a three- 
w ~~: vocation on the Coast. 
* » bis return, the producer will 
s' da few wee':s in New York, 
ti leave in April for a European 
tr -. with an extended stay in 
Spain. 


Shews in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
C*) (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 


cal Drama), O (Operetta). 

“Gramercy Ghost” (C) — Roger 
a prod.; Reginald Denham, 

ir. 

“Y.et Me Hear the Melody” (C)— 
Harold Clurman, Walter Fried, 
prods.; Burgess Meredith, dir. 

“Make a Wish”’—Harry Rigby, 
Jule Styne, Alex Cohen, prods.; 
Jonn C. Wilson, dir. 

“Mary Rose” (CD)—Helen Hayes- 
AN?YA prods.; John Stix, dir. 

“Springtime for Henry” 


‘Richard Doscher, prods.; Bromley, 


, “Tree Grows in Brooklyn” (MC) 
—George Abbott, Robert Fryer, 
prods.; Abbott, dir. 
HOLLYWOOD 
“The Great Man” (D)—Sam 
Bacrwitz) and Maurice Golden, 
'prods.; Arthur Hilton, dir. 


Cm 
Hara'd Bromley, George Brandt, ! 


Lester’s New L.A. Deal 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 


Edwin Lester has signed a new | 
ifive-year deal as general director 


of the Civic Light Opera Assn. 
Producer’s pact, on an annual 

basis, permits him to undertake 

any outside legit production or 


‘other activity which will not con- | 


flict or compete with his duties for 
CLO. 


Williams Gets % 





On Tattoo’ Deal 


Tennessee Williams, author of 
“Rose Tattoo,” has an unusual 
deal on the play. Instead of a 
straight 10° share of the gross, he 
gets the minimum author royalty 
of 5° on the first $5,000, 712% 
on the next $2,000 and 10% on 
everything over $7,000. In addition 
he will get 20° of the profits on 
the Cheryl Crawford production. 

On “Streetcar Named Desire,” 
the playwright got a straight 10°% 
of the gross, with no share of the 


profits. In the case of the Irene M. 


Selznick production, however, di- 
rector Elia Kazan got 20° of the 
profits plus his director royalty, so 
there was no margin left for Wil- 
liams to cut in on that end. On 
both “Tattoo” and “Streetcar” the 


Inside Stuff—Legit- = 


Agent-producer Al Rosen broke the wire services with his cabled 
offer to Mrs. Veronica Jolly to assume a role in “Mary Had a Little,” 
which Rosen brought to Melbourne. Mrs. Jolly is the secretary to Maj 
Gen. Harry H. Vaughan, military aide to Pres. Truman. She's a native 
Australian. 

‘Mary Had a Little” opened in Melbourne to mixed notices and re- 
sultant publicity is expected to hypo the take. Offer to Mrs. Jolly was 
for £50 weekly ($112 U.S.). Comedy had a successful tour in the U. Ss. 
| despite the fact that it never played on Broadway. 


Leoit Bit 
Louis A. Lotito, president of | 
City Playhouses, Inc., and manager | 





the Ziegfeld, N. Y...Louis Calhern 
is now likely to star in Maxwell 


Monday (26) from vacation in Flo- 
rida : . . Maynard Morris, of the 
Music Corp. of America legit de- 
partment, on jury duty . 
Worth quits as understudy to Mary 
| Martin in “South Pacific” to play 
'femme lead in 
ithe Don Walker, Jack Lawrence 


and William Roos musical to be | 
' staged by Alfred Drake .. . Rather | 


| than close the show or try to get 


| a star stand-in while Celeste Holm | 


of the Martin Beck, N. Y., returned | 


.. Billie | 


“Courtin’ Time,” | 


Anderson's “Barefoot in Athens” 
next season. Ralph Richardson was 
previously sought for the part _. 
“Baker’s Dozen,” new revue with 
music by Paul E. Giasson and 
James Reed Lawlor, lyrics by 
Charles A. Peck and Fred Ebb and 
sketches by Peck and Allan Cahen, 
will be presented March 11-15 at 
the Weidman Studio, N. Y... Jack 
Hylten’s British production of 
“Kiss Me, Kate” opened a tryout 
last night (Tues.) at Oxford and 


|takes a three-month vacation this | will premiere March 8 at the Coli- 
‘summer, producers Richard Kra- | seum, London...Clemence Dane's 
'keur and Fred Finklehoffe signed | “The Lion and the Unicorn,” which 
' June Havoc to take over perma-' was to have been presented in the 
nently as femme lead in “Affairs| West End by the late Sir Charles 
of State,” effective June 4. After |B. Cochran this spring during the 
a rest at her home on the Coast, | Festival of Britain, has been aban- 
_Miss Holm will probably make aj|doned...Ralph_ Richardson has 
picture . . . Leland Hayward re-| been appointed for a three-year 
iturned over the weekend from the term as a member of the drama 


backers and producer absorb the Coast, where he huddled with H. C. | panel of the Arts Council of Great 


reduction in profits. 


| Potter about the staging of Paul 


| Britain... There's talk in Chi of 


As it works out, the difference Qsborne’s dramatization of John, Estelle Loring, Janet Blair’s un- 
between a straight 10% of the) Pp. Marquard’s “Point of No Re-| derstudy in the touring “South Pa- 


gross and the minimum author 
rovalty amounts to $300 on every- 
thing over $7,000. Therefore, 


whether Williams makes out better; part in a second company of “Call , 


iturn” next season, with Henry 
‘Fonda as star. He also scouted 
possibilities for the Ethel Merman 


| cific,” taking over the part in June 
|or July, with Miss Blair taking a 
| vacation. 

| 


Howard S. Cullman has invited 


under the “Tattoo” deal than he Me Madam,” to be produced next “fellow angels” to a preview Fri- 


did under the “Streetcar” one will 
depend on the length of the show’s 
run as well as how much profit it 
makes. He is theoretically losing 
$300 a week in royalties as long as 
the run lasts, on Broadway or 
tour. 

On that basis, the author would 
break even if the show netted 
$78.000 on a year’s run. “Street- 
car” earned a profit of about $600,- 
000 on a two-year run, with two 
companies. “Tattoo” last week 
paid an initial return of 10° on 
its $100,000 investment. 





Current Road Shows 


(Feb. 26-March 10) 


“As You Like It”’—Erlanger, 
Buffalo (26-1); Aud., Rochester (2- 
3) (closing). 

“Autumn Garden” (tryout)—Lo- 
cust Street, Phila. (26-3) (Reviewed 
in VARIETY this week). 

“Diamond Lil” Paramount, 
Austin (26); Texas, San Antonio 
(27); Aud., El Paso (1); Paramount, 
Tucson (2); Paramount, Phoenix 
(3): Biltmore, Los Angeles (5-10). 


“Green Pastures” (tryout)—For- | 


rest, Phila. (27-10) (Reviewed in 
VARiETY, Feb. 14, 51). 
“Guardsman” (tryout) — Hart- 


man, Columbus (26-28); Paramount, 
Toledo (1-3); American, St. Louis 
(5-10) (Reviewed in Variety, Jan. 
ol, Si), 

“I Know My Love’’—Ford’s, Bal- 
— (26-3); Gayety, Washington 
(5- ; 

“Innocents” — Geary, San Fran- 
cis-n (26-10). 


“ing and I” (tryout)—Shubert, | 


New Hoven (26-3) (premiere); Shu- 
bert. Boston (6-10) (Reviewed in 
VaARTETY this week). 

“Kiss Me, Kate’—Curran, San 
Frencisco (26-10). 


“Let Me Hear the Melody” (try-' 


out)—P!ayhouse, 
10) (premiere). 
“Make a Wish” (tryout)—Shu- 
bert. Phila. (5-10) (premiere). 
“Mister Roberts” (Henry Fonda) 
| —American, St. Louis (26-3); Rob- 


Wilmington (9- 


| inson Aud., Liftle Rok (5-6); Con- | 


, vention Hall, Tulsa (8-10). 
| “Mister Roberts” (Tod Andrews) 
—Pyman, Aud., Nashville (26-27); 
'Aud., Memphis (1-3); Wis. U. Aud., 
M-dison (5-10). 

“Moon Is Blue” (tryout)—Wilbur, 
Boston (26-3) (Reviewed in Varrety, 
Feb. 21, ’51). 


“Oklahoma” — Royal Alexandra, | 


Toronto (26-3); Erlanger, Buffalo 
(5-10). 

“Yeter Pan” — Shubert. Phila. 
(26-2); Taft Aud., Cincinnati (5-10). 

“Romeo and J: ict” 
Shubert, Boston (6-3) (Reviewed 
in Vartety, Jan. 24, ’51). 

“South Pacific” — Shubert, Chi- 
cacn (26-10). 

“Springtime for Henry” (tryout) 
—McCarter, Princeton (2-3) (pre- 
miere); Locust. Phila. (5-10). 

“Streetcar Named Desire”—Ar- 
mory,. Charlotte (%7): WRVA thea- 


tre, Richmond (28); Aud., Danville, 


Va. (1); Conter, (2-3); 
Tele, Rridesnant Besknot 


Aud., Hartford (6-7); Shubert, New 


N+~folk 


(rats 


! Haven (8-10), 


fall. 


A. B. Shiffrin, author of “Angel 
‘in the Pawnshop,” is in Florida 


| working on a new play. His wife, | 
| vwho is with him, is recuperating | 
..Marcel La | 
| Dodge has replaced Gene Lussin, | 
‘and Glenn Olson dittoed on Bill, 
| Bradley in the cast of “Gentlemen | 
Prefer Blondes”...Donald Stevens | 


.from a recent illness 


| has taken over as the religious 


,crackpot in “Twentieth Century,” | 


, succeeding William Lynn, who 
i went to the Coast to play his orig- 
/inal part in the film edition of “‘Sil- 
|ver Whistle.” Doro Merande and 
Kathleen Comegys will also appear 
in the pic, repeating the roles they 
created on Broadway ...Alan 
| Schneider, who staged the Players, 
| Inec., touring revival of ‘““Macbeth,” 
‘is currently directing the Catholic 





U. production of “Othello” and will | 


'then do “Glass Menagerie.” Be- 
tween assignments he gets time to 
work at the Actors Studio in New 
York .. Maurice Evans. returned 
from the Coast last week after com- 
pleting regular shooting of Metro’s 
“Kind Lady,” 


.. Jack Potter is 
company manager of “Gramercy 
Ghost.” 


E'eanor Wilson leaves March 12 
for Bermuda to appear in William 
Miles’ Berkshire Playhouse pro- 
. duction of “Yes, My Darling Daugh- 
; ter,” with Mady Christians, and 
i“Yes, M’Lord”’...Henry Senber 
_just back from pressagenting the 


, week for retakes 


joined Sol 
Goodman as associates with Rich- 
ard Maney ..Charles Harris is 
general manager, Joseph Harris 
company manager, and _ Robert 
Griffith stage manager of “Tree 
Grows in Brooklyn”.. Henry Jones, 
back from a Hollywood film assign- 
| ment, is set to appear in a TV edi- 


ring Cyril Ritchard 
teenth God,” Richard Gerson play 
about Alexander the Great, will be 
/premiered March 19 at the Cherry 
Lane, N. Y., with Woody Parker 


with Ethel Barry-. 
more, but has to go back in a few | 


“Death of a Salesman” tour, has. 
Jacobson and Frank: 


tion of “Ruggles of Red Gap,” star-. 
“The Thir- | 


| day night (2) of Helen Hayes’ pro- 
| duction of “Mary Rose,” at the 
| ANTA Playhouse, N. Y. It’s part 
of the fund-raising campaign of 
the American National Theatre & 
Academy ... The Actors Co. of 
Hollywood, of which Gregory Peck, 
Charles Boyer, Dorothy McGuire 
and Mel Ferrer are leading mein- 
bers, will probably do a Coast 
production of Clifford Odets’ 
“Country Girl’ and send it on a 
tour similar to their “Summer and 
Smoke” presentation last season, 
including dates through Texas and 
the southwest ... Peter Lawrence 
‘has budgeted his musical tent at 
Norwalk, Conn., at $75,000, but 
won't start raising the money until 
he has optioned shows and stars. 
Feature of the summer schedule 
will probably be an Irving Berlin 
festival, with the composer’s top 
hits alternating with other shows 
... George Armand takes over the 
moppet role of Jerome next weck 
in the Broadway edition of “South 
Pacific” . . Michael Todd due 
back today (Wed.) from a brief 
Florida vacation . .. Charles R. 
Meeker, Jr., executive director of 
the State Fair Auditorium, Dallas, 
in New York this week to see the 
shows and line up properties for 
his summer operetta season. 


: Kaycee’s Sock Welcome To 
Ballet Theatre; 106 in 3 


Kansas City, Feb. 27. 


Ballet Theatre received a sock 
welcome when it played the Music 
Hall here last Friday and Saturday 
(23-24). Friends of Art, leading 
society group, took over sponsor- 
ship of appearances for benefit of 
Art Institute scholarship fund, and 
three performances (one matinee) 
were virtual cavacity, for a $10,000 
gross, at $3.66 top. 

Special effort was put behind 
the project here, since Blevins 
. Davis, Ballet Theatre president, 
_lives here.~ Kansas City Star cai- 
ried news stories in each edition 





in the title part, Judith Malina di-! two days in advance, and critic 
recting, Julian Beck designing the, Winifred Shields reviewed each 


(tryout)— | 


| production, and Richard Stryker 
‘supplying an original 
|Shepard Traube announces a fall 
production of “From Left Field.” 
_baseball comedy by Allen Boretz 
and Ruby Sully (Mrs. Boretz). He 


,may try out the play this summer! 


at the Ann Arbor Drama Festival 
the cast of “Billy Budd” imme- 
diately after the opening, was suc- 
ceeded by Judsen Pratt, with 
Char'’es Carshon moving up to take 
over the latter's part.. The Amer- 
ican Theatre Wing’s annual An- 
toinctte Perry Awards dinner will 
be he'd March 25 at the Waldorf. 
As'‘oria. N. Y. ; 

Jed Harris has finally taken an 
option on “Piece of the Sun,” by 
Edith and Samuel Grafton. He first 
sow the play several months ago, 
when Lee Sabinson, who then held 
the script, approoehed him. to Stage 
it. A'so on the Harris scheculo for 
nt sevson is “horn‘oy Wi'de~'s 
““mporia’. The 1951 ANTA 
i“Album” is slated for April 15 at 


score .. | 


James Daly, who withdrew from. 


| performance. 


_ Davis contributed a full-page ad 
in the Star, detailing the troupe's 
| European tour of last summer. He 
_also hosted the cast and Friends of 
Art at an affair at the Muehlebach 
hotel following the Friday perform- 
ance. Lucia Chase,” executive di- 
rector, came out from New York 
| to be on hand for the perform- 
ances, and to confer with Davis on 


further plans for the troune. Prin- 
| cipal item of business pending now 


|is a forthcoming South American 
ituor, Davis said. 





$5,500 For 2 in Omaha 


| Omaha, Feb. 27. 
| Alicia Alonso, premiere dans ‘use 
of the Ballet Theatre, taking Nova 
Kaye's place, got a sock recep’ on 
when troupe played Tech High 
auditorium Feb. 21. , 
Danecr took six curtain calls in 
“Pall River Letend” avd noxt day 


rated rave revicws. Gcocs wos over 
$5,500 for matinee and night. 
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See Theatre Terms Nixing Ferrer 
Deal to Leave ‘Century’ for Film 


Threatened withdrawal of Jose+- 


Ferrer from his revival of 
«Twentieth Century,” at the Ful- 
ton, N. Y., in order to star in 
RKO’s film version of “Androcles 
and the Lion,” is apparently a 
negligible prospect for the imme- 
diate future. The actor himself 
discounted the possibility yester- 
day (Tues.) and it was pointed out 
that he is contractually committed 
to remain in the legit play. If and 
when he leaves the cast will de- 


pend on finding a “suitable” re-| 


placement. 


Ferrer assured Actors Equity 
yesterday that he has no intention 
of quitting the Ben Hecht-Charles 
MacArthur revival at the moment, 
explaining to union officials that 
the whole film deal depends on 
getting substitute who will be ac- 
ceptable in the part of the temper- 
amental producer-director and will 
have comparable boxoffice draw. 
Equity had been concerned about 
the situation, as it was feared that 
the star’s departure for a screen 
assignment might force the closing 
of the show, with loss of employ- 
ment for the other actors involved. 


A publicity release Monday (26) 
from RKO, stating that Ferrer had 
completed “arrangements” to leave 
the legiter and still fulfill his “re- 
sponsibility to the backers, fellow 
players and staff of the show,” ap- 
parently overlooked several vital 
factors. One is that as co-producer 
of the play, Ferrer has a contract 
with City Playhouses, Inc., operat- 
or of the Fulton, specifying that 
he and Gloria Swanson are co- 
stars of the presentation. 
the gross for the show falls below 
the reportedly low stop-limit, the 
actor-producer’s only way of get- 
ting out of the contract would be 
to buy his release, or work out 

(Continued on page 60) 


Play & Building Share Top 
Billing in Bow of Stylish 
$100,000 Houston Arena 


Houston, Feb. 27. . 
The Playhouse, stylish $100,000 
arena-style addition to Houston’s 
theatrical scene, madé its bow last 
Wednesday :21). Packed houses 
since have voted both the unique 
building and the Siegfried Geyer 
comedy opener, “Candlelight,” 
solid hits, 


Kudos from press and public, 
plus nightly sellouts for the 299 
seats, indicate promoters William 
A. Rozen and Joanna Albus—al- 
ready a successful longhair Com- 
munity Concerts duo—had a sock 
idea. The 80 Houstonians and 
Hollywood’s Cy Howard, who 
bought $500 limited partnership 
shares for all but $10,000 of the 
financing, appear to have a gilt- 
edged investment. 


For the three-week run of ‘“Can- 
dlelight,” the play and building are 
sharing top billing. Early bird 
crowds swarm all over the place, 
inspecting the 22-foot circular 
stage; the round auditorium 54 feet 
across, with five concentric rows 
of specially built seats arranged, 
arena style, from back walls to 
stage; the circumference area, de- 
voted half-and-half to smart lobby 
and dressing rooms; the intricate 
built-in lighting, installed in an en- 
circling cove with added pin-spots, 
all plotted by Hunter College’s A. 
Joseph Londin; and the myriad of 

(Continued on page 60) 


9 New Productions For 








Ballet Theatre N.Y. Run; 


Nine new productions — some- 
thing of a record in dance circles 
—will be offered in the three-week 
N. Y. season of Ballet Theatre, 
Starting at the Met Opera House 
April 9. Two preems, in what will 
be BT’s most unusual engagement, 
will be seen opening night, in Ro- 
land Petit’s “Le Jeune Homme et 
la Mort” and William Dollar’s 
“Concerto.” 

Other new works performed dur- 
ing the run will be Herbert Ross’ 
“The Thief Who Loved a Ghost,” 
Petit’s “Les Demoiselles de la 


fonico,” Jean Babilee’s “L’ Amour et 
son Amour” and “Bluebird,” an as 
yct untitled work by Carmelita 








Until | 


Penna. Residents Fight 
Bamberger Tent Plan 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 
‘ Local opposition has developed 
to Theron Bamberger’s plan to 
stage an 11-week summer series of 
musical shows under canvas on the 
Devon Horse Show grounds in 





Philly’s swank Main Line sector. | 


{ 


Residents near the grounds will | 
protest the Broadway invasion at | 
a hearing March 13 before the 
Easttown Township Zoning Board 
of Adjustment. 

Bamberger, producer of summer 
plays at New Hope, Pa., in neigh- 
boring Bucks county, applied for a 
permit to open his music circus the 
first week in June. The residents 
engaged Humbert B. Powells, Jr., 
Philly attorney, to fight the project. 
“Some of them are within 200 
yards of the proposed tent side and | 
don’t relish the idea of being kept 
awake late at night for 11 sum- 


Can’t Place It 


Hollywood, Feb. 27. 

The audience at the 
Masquers’ Club sat in rapt 
silence as Robert Emmett 
O’Connor revived his warden 
role in “The Valiant.” Wil- 
liam Woodson played the con- 
vict—and Woodson’s’ wife, | 
Anne Millard, played the girl. 

*Tensely, she asked ‘“‘Are you 
my brother?” 

And from the _ audience 
floated the voice of nine-year- 
old Ted Woodson. “What’s the 


Musicals Still Hottest Payoff: 
B'way s Big 3 Earn $34,000 a Week 


+> 
v 





Despite steadily increasing pro- 


‘ ‘duction and operating costs, which 
New Legit Group Plans 'particularly affect musical shows, 


* |the tuners continue to be the 
8 Week pies Praha major money-makers, besides be- 
a aa Seiushes |ing the top tickets in audience de- 


; ‘mand. That is proved by _ the 
(3) in Malcolm Atterbury’s local | : : 
Playhouse presentation of “Silver | profits being earned by the thres 


matt : 2” | : 
oneal ag as on er es .<* | biggest Broaaway smashes, “South 
° you see N's | Whistle” to take a truck-touring | pacific,” “Guys and: Dolls” and 


tl ‘group. through small towns in|“Call Me, Madam,” and will be 
F arene Scab ney Missourl, | accented if two click prospects 
or elgnt weeks, | come through in “King and I” and 


Bill to Boost Broker jin a “Hometown Theatre” reper- | “Tree Grows in Brooklyn.” 














TP NS OFS. em 


fl |toire of three productions. Shows, Operating profit from the Broad- 
Fee on Theatre Tickets 


|'way editions of “Pacific,” “Guys” 


| wil! include “A Dollar Down,” com- 





mer weeks,” the lawyer says. “The 
shows would also create traffic, 
parking and sanitation problem for 
the township.” 


‘Salesman’ Closes 


To 2306 Profit 


“Death of a Salesman,” which 
finally closed Saturday night (24) 
in Hershey, Pa., after a two-year 
run on Broadway and the road, rep- 
resents a profit of about $230,000 
on its $100,000 investment, with 
substantial additional revenue due 
from the film sale. 





|edy by Richard Kirk; “Mother Says | 
©, ‘arce by Marian Johnson, and 
P assed, Coes to Dewey | “No Tears for the Lonely,” by Rich- | 
Albany, Feb. 27. j|.ard Kuss. “Dollar Down,” tested | 

N. Y. Assembly Monday night |!" strawhat last summer, has been 
(26) passed by a vote of 116 to rewritten by the author since then. 
26 Sen. MacNeil Mitchell's bill in-| “Mother Says No” was tried out | 
creasing from 75c to $1 the maxi- | last year in Oregon, but “No Tears | 
mum at -which admission tickets | for the Lonely” has never been per- | 
to theatres and other places of |formed. Kuss and*Miss Johnson | 
amusement may be sold above reg- | Will be in the touring troupe. 
ular price. Measure, previously ap-| _ With Bressoud as producer and | 


} 


proved by the Senate, now ‘goes director, the troupe will go into, 


j}around $33,000-$34,000 


| “Pacific,” 


and “Madam” is currently totalling 
a week, 


ieach having yet to have an unsoid 


seat or to draw less than the legal 


|limit of standees at any perform- 
| ance. 


In addition, the touring 
playing the boxoffice 
limit at the Shubert, Chicago, is 
netting about $11,500 a week. 
“King and I,” whieh opened to 
critical raves Monday night (26) 
in New Haven, already indicates 


Latter, about 
to be closed with indie producer 
Stanley Kramer, reportedly galls 


'to the governor. 
| In a debate preceding the vote, 
Assemblyman Malcolm _ Wilson, 
Yonkers Republican and co-spon- 
sor, read an article by John Chap- 
man in Sunday’s (25) New York 
News gefending the increase. Lee 
and J. J. Shubert wired their op- 
position. 

Assemblyman William E. Clancy, 
| Queens Democrat, and Assembly- 
'man Richard Goldwater, Bronx 
Democrat, attacked the bill. They 
claimed it broke the price control 
line and paved a way for ticket 
brokers to: make excessive charge. 
Wilson told Variety he considered 
their arguments “spurious.” 

Twenty-three dissident votes 
were by Greater New York Demo- 
crats. Two negative votes were 
cast by Republicans from Buffalo 


Final ‘Liar’ Loss 


Hits $176,600 


Final statement on “The Liar,” 
Dorothy Willard-Thomas Hammond 
production which folded on Broad- 
iway at the end of last season, 
| Shows of loss of $176,600. Musical 
|edition of the Goldoni classic was 
,financed at $100,000, plus $25,000 
overcall, and the producers had to 
| make good the deficit above that. 
| Accountant’s statement has just 
' been sent to the backers. 


Financial bieakdown _ reveals 





! 


and Niagara Falls; one by a Brook- | 


for $150,000 plus a percentage of | lyn Republican. 








the profits. That would give the 
show and backers an additional 
$60,000 profit. 

Arthur Miller drama, staged by 
Elia Kazan and presented by. Ker- 
mit Bloomgarden and _ Walter 
Fried, involved a production cost 
of $60,400 and earned an operat- 
ing profit of $246,600 on Broadway. 
The road version cost $45,200 to 
produce and earned an operating 
profit of about $120,000. 


4 Operas and Play In 





Central City Season 


Central City, Colo., Feb. 27. 


The 73-year-old opera house here 
will be the scene of four weeks 
of opera, then a dczrk week, to be 
followed by a play yet to be picked. 
The annual summer season, dating 
from the reopening in 1931, with 
the exception of the war years, 
will open June 30 with Gounod’s 
romantic opera “Romeo = and 
Juliet.” Donizetti’s “Don Pas- 
quale,” a sellout last year, will be 
repeated for six shows, opening 
July 3. 

Central City Opera House Assn., 
headed by Frank Ricketson, Jr., of 
Fox Intermountain Theatres, will 
give opera in a double bill dose 


for 10 shows, beginning July 14. | 


This bill includes Menotti’s short 
comic opera, “Amelia Goes to the 
Ball,” and Franz von Suppe’s ‘“‘The 
Beautiful Galatea.” 


Located in the mountains 45 
miles west of Denver, this old min- 
ing town expects to beat last year’s 
record of more than 300,000 visitors 
during the summer. The old opera 
house was built in 1878 by the 
miners of the region, with walls 
four-feet thick, out of rock from 
the surrounding hills. It has been 
given to the U. of Denver by the 
heirs of the former owners, and 
the college sponsors the summer 
play festivals. Annual deficits are 
made up by wealthy residents. 





Schwartz’s B’klyn Date 


Maurice Schwartz and his Yid- 
dish Art Theatre troupe will make 
their first and only N. Y. stage ap- 
pearance this season in “Riverside 
Drive,” a Jewish-English comedy- 
drama by Leon Kobrin, which will 


; /open Friday (2) at the Parkway 
Nuit,” Alicia Alonso’s “Ensayo Sin- | 


theatre, Brooklyn. 

Bilingual play will be presented 
there for only 10 performances 
prior to Schwartz’s scheduled de- 





| tremendous boxoffice draw on the 


| basis of preliminary mail order re- 
,turns for the Broadway_run, which 
| will have a $7.20 top. First ad, ap- 
| pearing two weeks ago in the New 
| Yorker mag, drew an estimatcd 
2,000 mail orders. Since then, 
huge display copy in the Sunday 
drama section of the N. Y. Times 
the last two weeks has brought 
another estimated 25,000 pieces of 
mail. 

| The show's management is not 
announcing any figures on the 
|show’s advance sail, but mail 1s 
'being delivered to the theatre in 
' sacks and the number of envelopes 
‘is being roughly estimated that 
way. It’s pointed out that it may 
be weeks after the show’s premiere 
‘that an accurate figure in dollars 
will be available on the pre-open- 
ing sale. In any case, producer- 
‘authors Richard Rodgers 2nd Os- 
car Hammerstein, 2d, believe that 

(Continued on page 60) 


‘French Ballet Curtails 


' Tour Despite OK Grosses 
To Stay in H’ wood for Pic 


Les Ballets de Pz2ris, being pre- 
sented this winter cn the Coast by 
the Shuberts, curtailed their tour, 
closing Feb. 17 in Seattle. Tour 
has been successful financially, and 





‘that the production cost was $104,- 
Present maximum was fixed 11 400, loss for the three-week Phila- 
years ago. Mitchell represents the ,delphia tryout was $44,500, pre- 
Times Square district. ‘opening expense in New York was 
$9,800, deficit for the two-week 
| Broadway run was $17,900 and the 
5006 PRODUCTION TAB |closing expense was $2,300. Sale 
|of costumes, etc., reduced the de- 
SET BY L.A. CIVIC OPERA ‘cit by $2,300. 
| Although Mrs: Willard had pre- 
_ Los Angeles, Feb. 27. | viously backed various Broadway 
Production outlay of more than | shows and supplied the bankroll | 
$500,000—biggest in its history—|for Hall Shelton’s “Ivy Green” 
has been earmarked by the L. A.| production, “The Liar’ was her 
Civic Light Opera Assn. for its up- | first presentation under her own 
coming 14th season. Previous high | name. She has since been working 
| was $375,000 in 1947 for “Song of 
Norway,” “‘Rosalinda,” ‘“‘Three Mus- 
keteers” and “Louisiana Purchase.” 
Exact 1951 expense can’t be de- 


the season, but Civic’s own pro- 
duction of “The Merry Widow” will 
cost around $150,000 and the ex- 
pense of bringing out “Where’s 
Charley?” will be around $160,000. 

In addition, Civic has signed for 
hefty guarantees on “Guys and 
Dolls” and “Three Wishes for 
| Jamie,” which will easily carry the 


‘figure past the $500,000 mark. 








termined this far in advance of : 


on a television show idea. Ham- 
mond, her partner in “The Liar,” 
recently presented the touring edi- 
ition of “Apple of His Eye,” star- 
ring Edward Arnold. 


Jeritza Dazzles Metopera 
With Weird SRO One-Shot 


One of the largest audiences of 








| the season jammed the N. Y. Met: 


| Opera House last Thursday night 


(22) to welcome Maria Jeritza back | 


~_ Angel Washes | 


Legit Linen in Public 


New York. ; , 
Editor, VARIETY: | orchestra contributed their serv- 


I like a good hit show, either ices. The Met raised the tab for 
drama or musical. It makes you, this occasion from its $7.50 top to 
‘feel good. I’m in the washing ma- | $9, and a gross of $16,347.85 was 


pingly weird one-shot appear- 
ance, Stylish, sixtyish soprano was 
star in a special performance of 
“Die Fledermaus,” to which she, 


tant. But the theatre, I always | fund drive. 

say, is in the business of washing Singer’s reception was as heart- 
the troubles out of your mind. And | warming as that accorded Kirsten 
that’s important, too. I see all the | Flagstad recently, to make it a 


ticket, I don’t mind, because I’m | roared its welcome, and applauded 
on an expense account. I never long for excessive curtain calls at 
thought much about this until one end of each act. Diva dazzled the 
day last fall, when a friend of mine | customers with three sumptuous 
asked me if I didn’t want to invest | gowns designed specially for the 
in a show. (occasion, such as probably had 
I went to a party and heard a never been seen in the opera em- 
lot of songs sung. Then I thought, | porium. Nostalgically, emotional- 
| before I put my money into it, I ly, it was quite an affair. Musically, 
/ought to make some inquiry about | it was sad, the singer rarely being 
; the business setup. And what did | on pitch throughout the evening. 
‘I find? The business setup is child-| Press coverage was interesting, 
ish. The fellows who worked for , in contrast to the full column criti- 
years getting together “South Pa- | cisms that followed Flagstad’s re- 
‘cific’ don’t get my $30 a ticket., turn. The Herald Trib had three 
| They only get $6. And all the rest | paragraphs, with not a word of 
goes to some middleman. This comment on the singing. The 
| startled me, so that I began to ask | Times ran six paragraphs, in which 
‘a lot more questions concerning | it saw no point in discussing “such 
'the theatrical business. And I | mundane matters as performance.” 
‘have come to the conclusion that The News claimed the diva 
‘the producers are the biggest bunch sang well, once she got warmed up 
‘of fools I know of. to the job. In the words of one of 
Suppose, for instance, that I have the show’s song hits, “Chacun a 





' after a 20-year absence for a whop- | 


| conductor Eugene Ormandy and the | 


chine business, and that’s impor- | @dded to its $750,000 maintenance | 


hits, and if I have to pay $30 for a | great personal triumph. Audience | 


|the Shuberts had another six or 
‘eight wecks of bookings for the 
‘troupe. Bookings, however, were at 
‘Chicago and other eastcrn points, 
and Roland Petit, troupe’s founder- 
| director, preferred staying on the 
| Coast, where he has a picture deal 
‘with Howard Hughes. Petit exer- 
‘cised a two-week clause he had 
with the Shuberts, while the latter 
claim the curtailment was an amic- 
able arrangement between them- 
selves and Hughes, with no coin 
involved. Fect that bookings ran 
‘into Holy Week and the slow legit 


‘season was also a factor. 


Hughes plans to make a film this 
summer, utilizing Petit’s best- 
‘known ballet, “Carmen,” and is 
keeping those dancers concerned 
under contract to him. Others of 
the troupe, inci:uding leads Colette 
‘Marchand, Nicholas Polajenko and 
Nicholas Orloff, have already re- 
turned to N. Y. and are scouting 
other jobs. There's aiso talk that 
Hughes may present the troupe’s 
“Carmen” in return legit engage- 
ment in Hollywood, along with 
other works. 





‘Fonda Skins Ist ‘Roberts’ 


f -. 91 ¥ 

| Performance in 32 Years 
St. Louis, Feb. 27. 

Laryngitis last week forced 
‘Henry Fonda to miss his first per- 
formance in three and one-half 
years in “Mister Roberts,” which 
opened a two-week stand—@t-the 
, American theatre Monday (19). Un- 
,able to speak above a _ whisper, 
' Fonda stood in the wings and saw 
understudy Fred Eisley play his 
,role to a receptive audience. 
Manager Paul Beisman of the 
‘American said that oniy 100 of 
1,700 in the audience took advan- 
tage of the offer to exchange their 
ducats for later performances or 
get their money refunded. He said 
there were only a few of the latter. 
Fonda missed just one perform- 


een a et 
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Maracci and Agnes De Mille’s ‘“Ro- | parture for engagements in Israel 
deo” in revised form. next month. 


| 
j (Continued on page 60) json gout.” Bron, «ance. 
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Plays Out of Town 


The King and I 
New Haven, Feb. 27. 


is a choral number by a group of 
native children. . 


Rodgers & Hammerstein presentation of | John van _Druten’s staging has 
musical lay in two acts, arith muse a brought “King” to its present: 

ichar odgers, book an yrics by Os-. ” s ante 
car Hammerstein, 2d, based on Margaret | status as a smooth running pre 
Landon hovel. “Anna and the King of ;miere. He has agra oni el 

iam.” ars Gertrude wrence; features | teresting pace, wi edium setting , 
Yul Brynner, Dorothy Sarnoff, Murvyn | ; : og 
Vye, Doretta Morrow. Staged by John; !N only as a result of the play's 
van Druten. Choreography, Jerome Rob- , length. | 
bins: sets and lighting, Jo Mielziner; cos- Show is embellished by rich- 


tumes, Irene Sharaff; orchestrations, Rob- : : 
ert Russell Bennett; ballet arrangements, looking sets and some of the most 


Trudi Rittman; musical director, Fred-, sumptuous costume trappings to 


erick Dvonch. At Shubert, New Haven, | yj : : thi 
Feb. 27, °31; $5.40 top. \hit this stage in quite a while. 





Captain Orton ........... Charles Francis | Bone. | 
Louis Leonowens........ Sandy Kennedy cian | 
Anna Leonowens..... Gertrude Lawrence . 
interpreter Cea Sega e ee: Leonard Graves The Autumn Garden 
To area re ry ye | : . 
— RCE ep ng has ' Philadelphia, Feb. 21. 
Rit 8 AR MRON iiss acasiacnns chan Len Mence| _ Kermit Bloomgarden production of 
JLo oo Ge aS rae Doretta Morrow ; drama by Lillian Hellman. Stars Fredric 


La es eee Dorothy Sarnoff | March, Florence Eldridge, Jane Wyatt, 
Prince Chulalongkorn....Johnny Stewart | Ethel Grifties, Kent Smith; features Carol 
Princess Ying Yaowalak... Baayork Lee | Goodner, Colin Keith-Johnston. Directed | 
Phra Mahe Rot............ William Diehl | by Harold Clurman. Setting and light- 
Sir Edward Ramsay........Robin Craven ing. Howard Bay; costumes, Anna Hill 
Princesses and Princes: Crisanta Cornejo, | Johnstone. At Locust, Phila., Feb. 21, °50. 
Andrea Del Rosario, Margie James, Bar- | Rose Griggs ...........Florence Eldridge 
bara Luna, Nora Suarez, Corinne St.| Mrs. Mary Ellis........... Ethel Griffies 
Dennis, Bunny Warner, Rodolfo Cor-| Gen. Ben). Griggs...Colin Keith-Johnston 
neio, Robert Cort: ‘1, Thomas Griffen, | Edward Crossman.........-. Kent Smith 
Alfonso Maribo, James Maribo, Orlando | Frederick Ellis............ James Lipton 





Rodriguez. coe |S ere Margaret Barker 
R val Dancers: Jamie Bauer, Lee Becker, | Sophie Tuckerman..........Joan Stanley 
Msory Burr. Gemze [eLappve, Shellie Leon............-.-+.++. Maxwell Glanville 
Farrell, Marilyn Gennaro, Evelyn Giles, | Constance Tuckerman...... Carol Goodner 
Ina Kurland, Nancy Lynch, Michiko, Nicholas Denery........... Fredric March 
Helen Murrielle, Prue Ward, Dusty Nina Denery., ebst eee enees Jane Wyatt 
Worrall, Yuriko. RR. Pere rrr ryt re Lois Holmes 
Wives: Stephanie Augustine, Marcia . 
e mes, Ruth Korda, Suzanne Lake, | 


Lillian Hellman has had a re- 
markably successful record as a) 


Gloria Marlowe, Carolyn Maye, 
Merritt, Phyllis Wilcox. 
Am.1zons: Geraldine Hamburg. Maribel 


Helen 


Hammer, Norma Larkin, Miriam Law- Playwright, with only one floperoo 
rence, out of seven entries, but, from this 
Priests: Duane Camp, Joseph Caruso. f 


angle, it looks very dubious indeed 
if her latest work is going to add 
Ma Raul Celada, Beau’ many laurels to her well-stocked 
ommy Gonrez. crown. 
vue , ” | “The Autumn Garden” is, as was 
While “The King and I” possesses ; to be expected, literate in its writ- 
a wealth of material, it is not such | ing, and it has an assortment of 
a sure thing as_ certain other! well-drawn if not particularly in- 
Richard Rodgers - Oscar Hammer- teresting characters. But of plot 
stein, 2d, creations were at this there is virtually none, and the pro- 
stage of the game. This observa-' ceedings that take its place are 
tion stems from the fact that re-' strangely lacking in importance or 
vision of some of the elements vitality. Other plays have been 
that comprised an overlong pre-| dubbed “studies in futility or frus- 
miere (three hours plus) can take tration.” This one goes them all 
a right or wrong tack in the clip- better in this respect and seems to 
ping process. | get exactly nowhere. | 
These two masters of the half-, The scene is again Miss Hell- 
note and the couplet have put to- man’s Deep South habitat, the 
gether a musical play that has action taking place in what has 
drama, charm, emotion and clef- been a fine old stately mansion 
fing appeal. To make sure that about 100 miles from New Orleans 
these elements lose none of their on the Gulf of Mexico. Through, 
values in the reshuffling job is the its owners’ decline in affluence it 
task facing the play’s guiding has become nothing more than a 
hands right now. It’s ap assign-| genteel boarding house, many of | 
ment that can bring substantial re- | whose ‘‘paying guests” are former 
wards in audience appreciation. | friends of the owner in happier 
Much has been made of the book | %4¥S- A group of these friends are 
in this particular presentation. , Observed during a few hours of a 
It is well plotted and maintains a | !ate September day, and they're not 
ood bal , : ‘er an inspiring lot. It isn’t that they 
g ance between its heavier | : b 
and lighter segments. It provides | @%@ bad; that’s the trouble. A 


Leonard Graves, John Juliano, 
Matthew, Ed Preston. 

Slaves: Doria Avila, 
Cunningham, 


Jack 





Denery, his drunk scene bein 
nicely handled and his genera 
characterization, as always, intelli- 
gent. But his talents are wasted 
along with those of others. Flor- 
ence Eldridge is properly fluttery 
and insipid as the General’s wife 
and Colin Keith-Johnston is able, if 
not very interesting, as the General. 


_Ethel Griffies won a couple of de- 
served salvos of applause open- | 
ing night for her acidulous obser- | 


vations as Grandmother Ellis. 
Jane Wyatt, in from Hollywood, 

is both lovely and capable as Den- 

ery’s Northern bride and does her 


one important scene—the black- | 
‘mailing bit with the niece—excel- 


lently. Kent Smith, potted most of 
the time, makes a credible Cross- 


'man; James Lipton is shadowy and 
‘unimportant as the boy, and Carol 


Goodner and Margaret Barker are 
routine as Miss Tuckerman and 
Mrs. Ellis respectively. 

However, oddly enough, it’s a 
virtual unknown, Joan Stanley, as 
the not-so-dewy or innocent French 
niece who really captures acting 
honors. The array of names and 
Miss Hellman’s own justified fame 
as an author may give “The Au- 
tumn Garden” a measure of artis- 
tic success, but it’s certainly 
strangely lacking in sinews or dra- 
matic guts. Waters. 


One Bright Day 
Dallas, Feb. 19. 


Theatre °51 presentation of drama in, 


three acts by Sigmund Miller. Directed by 
Margo Jones. Technical direction, Mar- 
shall Yokelson. At Playhouse, Dallas, Feb. 
19, ’351; $2.50 top. 

George Lawrence........ Richard Venture 
Sultan) PROWOIG. «25 6ccsesds Edwin Whitner 


Frederick Newberry...... Spencer James 


Stanley Archer.......... perp! Proctor 
Louise Gordon..... Bernedette Whitehead 
ERE Betty Green Little 
Shelia HOWATG..ccccssess Mady Correll 
Margot Howara .o.icosess Karolyn Martin 
Arthur Mitchell......... Charles Braswell 
Paul LaBarca....ccccccecese John Denny 
ee ye rare ore Caswell Ellis | 
Theadore Cahill.........-. George Russell 
Dr. Ferguson... .cccceceseses George Maag 


Ue OT errr rr rire rate re 





Veteran radio writer Sigmund 
Miller has crowded his play with 
lots of “audio” and not enough 
“video.” One could close his eyes 
and be back in a stirring radio 
efic a la “Inner Sanctum.” Too 
many lines are wasted on stage 
directing. But, even with these 


obstacles, it’s a good suspenseful | 
play with lots of laughs. It has the | 
most plot-building apd _ climatic | 


crescendo that producer Margo 
Jones has done in many a moon. 


The main plot (there are five) 


involves a wealthy drug tycoon) 
who discovers simultaneously that | 
pills he is selling | 
by the millions contain a_ slow, 
He is be-| 


the “trochone” 


working toxic poison. 
ing sued for $100,000 over the 


Ben Smith | 





a substantial foundation for the, 
overall work. 


Score impresses as an integral 
part of the story rather than some- | 
thing contrived for individual ap- 
peal, which undoubtedly was what | 
its authors intended. However, | 
that technique seems to limit some | 
of the tunes for so-called popular ; 
acceptance. Probable jukebox) 
contenders are “I Whistle a Happy | 


} 


couple of thoroughly evil or des- 
picable characters such like the 
Hubbards of “The Little Foxes,” 
would come in mighty handy in the 
present opus, but its Griggses, 


| shrewd lawyer; two of the direc- 
tors are secretly buying controlling 
interest in his firm, and last but 
Ellises, Tuckermans and Crossmans , 2ot least important, his daughter 
are a pretty pale, insipid lot. 'is playing mistress to his general 
General Griggs is considering di- | ™4nager. 
vorcing his wife, because her flut-' One by one the problems are 
tering and vapidity annoy him and_ solved, with the tycoon disclosing 
he longs for single blessedness the truth about his pills to the 


again. The audience can appreci-' press, in order to save humanity. 


death of a nine-year-old boy by a 


Tune.” “Something Wonderful,” ate that but doesn’t care much, one 


“We Kiss In a Shadow,” “Hello, way or another. Then there are the 
ree, Lovers” and “Shall We Ellises, grandmother, daughter and | 

ance.” A striking example of a grandson. The old lady bosses the 
musical soliloquy is “A Puzzle- family and is, as a matter of fact, 
ment,” and “My Lord and Master” the play’s only dominant character. 
is a stirring number that gets fine The boy, supposedly engaged, is a 
vocal rendition. ; weakling and on the verge of an 

Taking a leaf from the unortho-, unnatural relationship with an 
dox. the production boasts not a older man; in the end the engage- 
single dance in the first act. It is, ment is off, with the other left up 
only midway of the second stanza _in the air. Again nobody gives a 
that terpsichore holds sway. A_ hoot. Constance Tuckerman is the 
ballet depicting the Siamese ver-, rather spineless spinster who runs 
sion of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin” the house. She has been _ jilted, 
sounds as if it might be something some years previous, by Nicholas | 
that came out of a Waring mixer, Denery, an artist by fits and starts, 
but actually it is a handsomely who has later married a rather 


The dialog is witty and spark- 
ling. The play is a perfect project 
for in-the-round productions. The 
settings are simple and authentic. 


The characters are strong and. 


meaty. 


Outstanding in the cast is Edwin 
Whitner as the president of the 
drug firm, giving his role grave 
dignity. Richard Venture, as the 
scheming general manager, does a 


fine job. John Denney, in the role | 
of the ambulance-chasing lawyer, | 


lends a certain strength. Of the 
femmes, Karolyn Martin is most 
forceful as the daughter who plays 
around. George Russell made a 
good attorney. Berg. 


staged epic done in an interesting | 


manner. Its 15-minute running) 
time seemed overlong at the 
preem, but this reaction was prob- 
ably due to other elements being 
unduly dragged out. 


Show has been sagely cast. Ger- 
trude Lawrence scores heavily as 


Anna, the Englishwoman who first | 


shows the eastern potentate the 
western way of thinking. Miss 
Lawrence, despite a recent illness 
that kept her from rehearsals, 
Sings. acts, cavorts and in general 
exhibits exceedingly well her sev- 
eral facets for entertaining. 


_ Yul Brynner presents an excel- 
lent interpretation of the some- 
times Savage, sometimes egotisti- 
cal king who grudgingly falls 
under the sway of Anna’s influ- 
| His work is standout thesp- 

ng. 


Contributing strong feminine 


vo.ces are Dorothy Sarnoff, Sing: | 


ing “Something Wonderful,” and 
Doretta Morrow, whose “My Lord 
and Master” is a vocal highlight. 

Murvyn Vye registers as a 
buriy native prime minister. 
Jonnny Stewart gets solid accept- 
ance as the king’s son, and Sandy 
Kennedy does well as 
young offspring. 
rates mention for a good song, 
and another noteworthy vocal bit 


wealthy Northern. girl. 

It is Denery’s tippling that gives | 
the play its lone claim to a dra-| 
matic scene, which comes at the, Los Angeles, Feb. 21. 
end of : Act Il, Spifflicated, he- Universal Theatre production of drama 
barges in on Sophie Tuckerman, jn three acts (four scenes) by David Stur- 
young French niece of Constance, xis. Directed by_H. Haile Chace. At Uni- 
who, because of the mansion’s 


The Loon 


giv fol 2. Saree Ralph Votrian 


crowded quarters, has made up her Jeannie Graham........Francheska_Valdy 
ed ona living room divan. Den-. Fe ag etre eassbtaveks “ Dean tes 
ina? F i Enoc er «.-+. Sanford Siege 

ery s passes are half-hearted and Isaac McQuade .....ccoe- Michael Shields , 

harmless and he finally passes out Henry Wayne .............. Michael Hale | 


Andrew Peterhead.......... Perry Klein 


like a light on the divan, but a i rere ae Evelyn Scott 


considerable to-do is made of this 
silly episode in the last act. Play’s 
,only real surprise comes when the Often “considered” for Broad- 
apparently naive, innocent niece way, this ‘nature play” by David 
-cold-bloodedly blackmails Denery’s Sturgis finally gets its initial pro- 
_wife, asking $1,000 on a threat of duction’as the premiere presenta- 
claiming she has been seduced. It tion of a new Coast little theatre 
_all seems incredible and silly. _,8roup. There seems little possi- 
' Edward Crossman is a spiritless bility that it will be done else- 
, bachelor, also a tippler, supposedly _ where. 
_in love with Carrie Ellis but more | — Hypocrisy of religious fanatics is 
in love with himself. He seems to | the theme of the 
be getting no place fast. All of, isn’t craftsman enough to make his 
them do just that and, at the end,| theme compelling. Writing is fre- 
they are where they were at the quently childish, and despite its 
beginning and nobody is interested , brevity seems interminable. Plot- 
in what’s going to become of them. ting is reminiscent of several more 
Under Harold Clurman’s excel- successful scripts which fall loose- 
lent direction (insofar as the script ly into the “nature play” category. 
permits) the really star-studded H. Haile Chace’s careless direc- 





Anna’s_ cast goes through its paces and gets tion permitted the cast to assume ne ‘tor 
William Diehl, every iota of effectiveness possible and drop a Scottish burr at will. is phe 


out of the pale, lifciess roles. None of the thespians created an 
, ¥redric March ,ig admirable .as , impression, Kap. 


versal. Los Angeles, Feb. 10, °51 $1.80 top. | 


script, but Sturgis | 


Plays on 
The High Ground 


| Hastings. 


McDevitt, Logan Ramsey, Margery Maude 
Directed by 
tumes and lighting, 





Peggy 
| ($6 opening). 


Albert H. Rosen presentation of drama 
in three acts (five scenes) by Charlotte 
Stars Margaret Webster, Tom 
Helmore, Leueen MacGrath; features Ruth | ° t 
.| into the business four 
erman Shumilin; setting, cos- 
Clark. At 
48th Street. N. Y., Feb. 20, ’51; $4.80 top 


— 


Broadway 


New York producer ranks, t} 

such recruit from a Nene 

family since Edgar F, Luckenbach 

made a brief but expensive sortie 
e bu years 

. eye ‘“ rocky course it 

a n getting to Broad 

show is in moderately on A 





Nurse Phillips..........--- Marian Seldes presentable 
| Nurse Brent.......°°:. Patricia Hitchcock shape and comes across as fairly 
| Sister Josephine beaeaeaat Ruth McDevitt tS seo vpn the road try. 
j Villy rere 6 640666 608 ogan amsey | ou e revise script whi h A 
| Sister Bonaventure..... Margaret Webster pus ich had 
TG: VOMVBUS: 505056000555 Tom Helmore been figured more suitable for US, 
| Boer SUpSriOr ....5..5% Mersey te audiences, was tossed out and the 
BOOTY Se e ee A 
MU Re MIO 605.53 6:0.0:005.0% Leueen MacGrath cg Dublin version substituted, 
oS || RR tetenaeere Mary Bell| British stager John Burrell with. 
Martha Pentridge.......... Jean Cameron 





Although the British are masters | 


of melodrama, they occasionally 


seem unable to resist interminable | 
preliminary scenes. In the case of 
“The High Ground,” which was a 
success in London under the title | 
of “‘Bonaventure,” the introductory | 
scenes stretch into two acts, with | ) 
enough incidental characters and | champion in an 18th century Irish 


drew, with David Alexander 
over, but with the stipulation ta 
he should not get program billing 
There were several cast changes 
and two postponements of the 
——, — 
espite those storm warnings 
first-nighters, the folk slay lent 
too tough to take. It has an appeal. 
ing story about a burly shillelagh 


conversation for a season of reper- | village who rescues a colleen from 


tory. 


| audience to rapt attention, but by 
| that time it hardly seems worth the 

patience it has required. So the 
| production is doubtful boxoffice. 


| The basic outline of “High 
Ground” is a natural. A convicted 
murderess, being taken to prison 
for execution, is caught in a flood 
| and, with her guards, takes refuge 
in a convent-hospital. There one 
of the nuns becomes convinced of 
her innocence and, just as the girl 
is about to be taken away to her 
doom, solves the-case and unmasks 
the real killer. This has the mak- 
‘ings of a nerve-twisting story 
against a fascinating background. 
Rarely have desperate characters 
seemed to heap so many irrelevant 
| words around an agonizing situa- 
‘tion, however. Apparently with 
the idea of creating atmosphere, 
the authoress fritters away two acts 
;and an audience’s interest on the 
‘bickerings of student nurses, the 
gabbling of the village idiot, the 
‘repetitious prattle about onion 
soup, and inconclusive discussion 


of the heroine-nun. 

All this palaver {fs not only time- 
consuming, but pretty much extra- 
neous to the basic plot. Thus, only 
a few of the endless confabs are 
directly related to the facts of the 
murder case, so the solution of the 
mystery isn’t solved in a steady 
succession of developments and 
revelations. It occurs suddenly al- 
|most halfway through the third 
| act, with insufficient situation hav- 
ing been established. In any case, 
'the excitement is long overdue. 

, Under Herman Shumlin’s pains- 
' taking direction the performance is 
‘generally persuasive. Margaret 
| Webster is direct, authoritative and 
| expressive as the clairvoyant Sister 
'Mary. Leueen MacGrath is plausi- 
‘ble and moving as the condemned 
_ girl whose bitter aloofness changes 
| to proud resignation and then hys- 
/ terical relief. Tom Helmore, whose 
previous Broadway appearances 
‘have been in light comedy parts, 
‘is skillfully disarming as the bland 
‘local doctor. 

Among the featured players, Lo- 
i'gan Ramsey is believable in the 
difficult, uncomfortable part of the 
|feeble-minded youth, Ruth Mc- 
| Devitt is lifelike as the nun with 
gift for cooking, and Margery 
Maude seems curiously unimpres- 
sive as the kindly Mother Superior. 


and Patricia Hitchcock are accept- 
‘able as the inconsequential train- 
ing nurses, Neil Fitzgerald and 
Mary Bell are competent as the 


prisoner's guards, and Jean Cam-| 


'eron only occasionally intelligible 
as a dutiful servant. 


ting looks appropriately cloistered 
_and the costumes seem suitable, 
Hobe. 





The King of Friday‘s 
Men 


Michael Grace presentation of comedy- 
drama in three acts (four scenes) by 
Michael J. Molloy. Features Walter 
Macken, lan Martin, Frederic Tozere. 
Settings, costumes and lighting, Stewart 


| Chaney. At Playhouse. N. Y., Feb. 21, 
*S1; $4.80 top ($6 opening). 

| Gaisceen Ered Ceo eer Ian Martin 
; Una Brehony..........Maggie McNamara 
| Owen Fenmigan. .ccccccsceses Mae McLeod 
| Maura i ee rr Janet Ward 
po | Rrra Tudor Owen 
| Bartley ae eee ee Walter Macken 
| Kitty spe e ass e ee eeesereeees Peggy McCay 
| Rory Commons.......0... Sean MeClory 
RE 445.514, 0160.5.00 ibis Grania O'Malley 
Serer John Drew Devereaux 


Caesar French .. s:+-++ Frederic Tozere 
Singers: Mary O’Fallon, Hannah O’Leary, 
Norman Barrs i 





Although it’s supposed to be a 
popular item in the repertory of 
Dublin's Abbey Theatre, “The 
| King of Friday’s Men” is a dim 
prospect for Broadway success. 
| However, it brings an interesting 

_in Walter Macken, who 
is re ating the part he played 
originally at the Abbey. Also, it 
iintroduces Michael Grace, to. the 


When authoress Charlotte! the lecherous local 
Hastings finally comes to the point, 
‘about 10 o'clock, she yanks the | to be let doWn and have to flee to 


of the emotional-religious problem | 


In supporting parts, Marian Seldes | 


Peggy Clark's single interior set- 


i “gentleman” 
landowner’s strong-arm gang, only 


the hills when she return . 
humdrum fiance. sides 
| s the rugged-but-gentle shille. 
| lagh fighter, Macken is one of the 
most impressive new leading men 
| seen on Broadway in some time 
| He is tall and hefty, with a direct 
| and effective acting style and an 
| ingratiating personality. He should 
| bea bet for virile leading parts or, 

if Equity’s alien rules keep him 
off the stage, a prospect for he-man 
| assignments in films or television- 
radio. 
| Ian Martin, as a cheerfully con- 
niving game-keeper, gives an in- 
| gratiating performance; a pretty 
;newcomer named Maggie Mc- 
| Namara is appealing within the 
'modest requirements of the role 
|of the damsel in distress; Janet 
| Ward gives dimension to the part 
of the landlord’s discarded mis- 
| tress; Frederic Tozere is a properly 
| odious villain, and there are agree- 
able supporting bits by Mac Me. 
Leod as the futile fiance, Tudor 
Owen as the aristocrat’s head bully 
and Sean McClory as a frustrated 
| Would-be bard. 

! Considering the _ preliminary 
| turmoil, the production isn’t un- 
| bearably rough. There was con- 
| siderable prompting from_ the 
| Wings opening night, and the stag- 
| ing seems understandably lacking 
‘in cohesion, but the performance 
somehow takes on pace _ from 
| time to time, with some reason- 
ably impressive scenes. Stewart 
Chaney’s scenery, including two 
interiors and a decorative cottage 
exterior, and costumes are dis- 
tinctly helpful. Hobe. 
' (Closed Friday night (23) after 
| four performances). 





Springtime Folly 


United Producers presentation of farce 
; in three acts (four scenes), by Joseph 
| Schulman, William H. Lieberson and Mar- 

tin R. Lieberson. Features Jack Whiting, 
| Mabel Taliaferro, Gilbert Mack. Directed 
| by Leon Michel; setting, Loujs Kennel; de- 
, cor, Lawrence Mansfield. At Golden, N. Ys 
| Feb. 26, ’51; $4.80 top ($6 opening). 





RR Poa ee eee Sam Jackson 
PROV csia3'20.0 0 a'0le bese oR eCeTE Betty Walker 
| Louis De Vito.............. Gilbert Mack 
| Miss Woods....... eecees Michelle Condre 
YO ReRRprerrrrry: Ray Newcome? 
| Benjamin Talbot...... 006s Jack Whiting 
| PROROE BMUIOE. 0.600000600800554 Ann Sorg. 
Ba I rere Philip Abbott 
| Winifred LaRue......ee0s. June St. Clair 
; George Lo Sor re Jon Silo 

PUG: PEMGOIS. < 66000000 5s Mabel Taliaferro 
| Miss Pomeroy......... Maurice Fitzgerald 
Ce. | Pere rer err Charles Mayer 





ous farce attempt about Manhat- 
tan’s garment industry and its ar- 
rival on Broadway is apparently 
due largely to backing from that 
direction. It is appallingly wil- 
less. 

Briefly for the record, then, the 
opus is about a maternity dress 
company and the plot complica- 
‘tions include frantic financing, 
| frequent references to marital dal- 
liance, a stock romantic angle and 
a synthetic wrinkle about a Dress- 
(of-the-Month Club. Under the 
' circumstances, it would perhaps be 
inhuman to comment in detail on 
those involved. Hobe. 


British Director Guest 


| Stager at Carnegie Tech 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 27._ 

Carnegie Tech Drama School 1s 
‘importing Basil Langton, well- 
|known English stage figure, to di- 
\rect its April production, which 
| Langton has selected himself. It's 
“Rohondda Roundabout,” by John 
Jones, a British playwright. Lans- 
ton arrives on the campus in a 
‘week or two to begin casting from 


'the drama school enrollment. 





| Usually Tech brings in an out- 


‘sider each year to stage its annual 


|Shakespearian production, but that 


‘assignment is currently going to 
‘one of its own faculty, Mary Mor- 
‘ris, former Broadway actress, who 
is doing “Merchantvof; Venice,” 





“Springtime Folly” is a lugubri- « 
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. Chi Still Down to Two Legiters; 
| ‘Great Day’ $10,000, Pacific’ $51,300 


Chicago, Feb. 27. += 
Paucity of legiters is still strong 


VARIETY 
Tac Weak ete Wed B way Improves in Holiday Spurt; 
Bolger $44,600, ‘Tattoo’ $27,600, 


LEGITIMATE 59 





_ Milwaukee, Feb. 27. | 
Katharine Hepburn, nearing the | 
|end of her long tour in the Thea- | 
|tre Guild revival of “As You Like | 
It,” pulled a strong $27,200 gross , 
last week at the Davidson theatre | 
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here with only a five-day stand of 
Ballet Theatre next week breaking 
the drought until March 27, when 
“Peter Pan” comes in until April 
14. Booking of “Peep Show” has 
fallen through, with “Borscht- 
capades” scheduled for April 23 
date at the Blackstone. 

“It’s A Great Day” had a light 
$10,000 and closes next Saturday 
(3), moving to Minneapolis. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“It’s A Great Day,” Blackstone | 
(4th week) ($3.50; 1,358). On the! 
weak. side with $10,000. 

“South Pacific,” Shubert (15th 
week) ($5; 2,100). Still turning | 
customers away and selling into | 
June; nearly $51,300. . 


‘Garden’ $17,800, 
Pan’ 326, Philly 


Philadelphia, Feb. 27. 
Judging by the current biz in 
Philly’s legit houses—such of 
them as happen to be open—there 
is no such thing as a grave thea- 
trical situation. Last week saw 
three legit houses open and they 
all had plenty of b.o. activity. 
Forrest relights tonight (27) 
with the revival of Marc Connelly’s 
“The Green Pastures,” in for two 
weeks. Advance sale is fair. Next 
Monday the Locust gets ‘“Spring- 
time for Henry” for a week’s run, 
and on March 12 there are two 
bookings, “Make a Wish,” musical 
tryout, at the Shubert, and “Let! 
Me Hear the Melody,” straight 
comedy tryout, at the Walnut. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Peter Pan,” Shubert (2nd wk) 
(1,870; $4.55). Three matinees and 
Friday and Saturday night per- 
formances terrific since start, with 
revival’s only weaknesses being 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thurs- 
day shows. Got a whale of a big 














‘Okla’ $37,900 in Split 


Despite Flu Epidemic 
London, Ont., Feb. 27. 

Hounded by flu and accidents, 
“Oklahoma” was almost capacity 
for a split-week engagement at the 
Grand Theatre (1,210 capacity; 
$4.20 top) when it grossed $16,500 
for four performances last Monday- 
Wednesday (19-21). Local flu epi- 
demic resulted in the _ theatre 
changing its policy temporarily 
and having to refund $3,000. The 
seats were immediately resold, 
however. 

The backstage accident in- 
volved Harold Hewitt, a flyman, 
who saved Mary Marlo and 
Henry Clarke, cast members, from 
serious injury when he stopped 
falling scenery during a change. 
Hewitt received rope burns when 
he tried to stop the fall. 





$21,400 in Rochester 
Rochester, Feb. 27. 
“Oklahoma” was a whirlwind in 
a split-week here last Thursday- 


| Saturday (22-24), grossing a huge 
| $21,400 in four performances at 


the Auditorium. That gave the 
Theatre Guild production a whop- 
ping $37,900 total for the full week. 


‘KATE’ $35,100, FRISCO; 
INNOCENTS’ $11,900 IN 6 


San Francisco, Feb. 27. 
“Kiss Me, Kate” continues to be 
sock fare, chalking up over $35,100 
for its second week at the 1,775- 
seat Curran, with the house scaled 





ito $4.20. 


“The Innocents,” with Sylvia 
Sydney, opened af the 1,550-seat 
Geary Friday (23). First three per- 
formances showed a nice $4,200, 


split between Buffalo and Roches- 
ter, with the actress returning to 





‘Moon $15,200. Hub: 
Romeo $22,800, 
‘Pastures’ $21,000 


Boston, Feb. 27. 


“Romeo and Juliet” is currently 
in final stanza of a disappointing 
three week stint at the Shubert. 
“The Moon is Blue,” new F. Hugh 
Herbert comedy at the Wilbur, is 
playing to virtual capacity. An- 
nouncement of forthcoming Rodg- 
‘ers and Hammerstein musical, 
| ‘The King and I,” skedded to open 
March 6 at Shubert, deluged the 
boxoffice. 

Estimates For Last Week 

| “Green Pastures,” Colonial (2d 
' wk) (1,500; $3.60). Opened slowly 
|but wound up strong with neat 
| $21,000 for the finale, a jump of 
| $9,000 above the previous week; 
, house is dark. 

| “Romeo and Juliet,” Shubert (2d 
' wk) (1,750; $4.20). Below hopes at 





| 


here. | 
Show winds up with this week’s | 


| On the strength of Washington’s , 


birthday (22) hypo, business on) 


Hollywood for a film assignment. ‘Broadway generally spurted last | ror: 


| week, traditionally the peak of the | 
/spring season. Although not all | 
shows benefited, trade was im-' 
proved from the start for most en- 
tries and the week’s total was 
markedly up. Boxoffice prospects. 
,for this week are down, and are} 
;due to continue to slide through | 
the spring and summer. 


There were seven solid sellouts 
last week, including the five peren- 
nials, “South Pacific,” “Guys and 
Dolls,” “Call Me Madam,” “Affairs | 
| of State” and “Bell, Book and Can- | 

dle,” plus the D’Oyly Carte Opera | 

and “Twentieth Century.” Nearly | 
'at the solid sellout level, after | 
| steadily climbing since its open-'| 
few three weeks ago, is “Rose Tat- | 
00.” 


} 


shows last week was $704,700. 
or 75% of capacity. The pre- 
vious week’s corrected total for 
28 shows was $662,100, or 72%. 
There were six closings 
weekend, including ‘Bless 





|day’s Men,” “Peer Gynt,” ‘Peep 
|Show” and “Razzle Dazzle.” Fold- 
| ing this week are “Springtime Fol- 
ily,” last night (Tues.) and “Billy 
| Budd,” “Jotham Valley” and pos- 
|sibly one or two others. Subse- 
| quently, “Where's Charley?” 


All,” D’Oyly Carte, “King of Fri- | 


Hours’ $10,000, ‘Ground’ $9,000 


World-Telegram & Sun), five con 
(Atkinson, Times; Coleman, Mir- 
McClain, Journal-American; 
Pollock, Compass; Watts, News) 
and two yes-and-no (Guernsey, 
Herald Tribune; Chapman, News); 
closed Friday night (23) after four 
performances; grossed under $3,- 
000, lost about $85,000. 

“Kiss Me, Kate.” Shubert (111th 
wk) (MC-$6; 1,361; $40,847). Over 


! $37,600 (Previous week, $31,500). 


“Lady’s Not for Burning.” (16th 
wk) (C-$4.80; 1,035; %27,100). Al- 
most $19,500 (previous week, 
$17,100); closing March 17, to tour. 

“Member of the Weddins.” Em- 
pire (59th wk) (D-$4.80: 1,082; $23,- 
196). Nearly $14,000 (previous 
week, $11,300); closing March 17, 
to tour. : 

“Out of This World.” Century 
| (10th wk) (MC-$6; 1,645; $49,191). 


The total gross for all 29 | Over $46,200 (previous week, 


| $42.900). 


“Peep Show,” Winter Garden 


| (84th wk) (R-$7.20; 1,519; $55,677). 
| Over $30,000 
last | ances 
You | closed Sunday night (25) after 278 


r-rform- 
$29,000); 


for 19 
(previous week, 


performances, at a loss of about 
$75.000. 

“Peer Gynt,” ANTA Playhouse 
| (4th wk) (D-$3; 924; $22,7330). 
|Reached $10,900 (previous week, 
|$10.700); closed Saturday night 
| (24) after 32 performances. 
| “Rose Tattoo,” Beck (4th wk) 
1,214; $28,000). Nearly 





| (D-$4.80; 


| $22,800, but still $8,700 better than |leaves March 10 for tour and | $27,600 (previous week, %26.500); 


ithe first week; current semester is 


the closer. 

| “Moon is Blue,” Wilbur (1st wk) 
| (1,200; $3.60). Got all but one 
critical nod and hopped off to al- 
| most sellout trade; almost $15,200 
| for the opener and due to go clean 


! 


| this week. 


and 
exit 


“Lady’s Not for Burning” 
|“Member of the Wedding” 
‘March 17, also for the road. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
|CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
‘cal Drama), O (Operetta). 


, advance sale has now built to 
about $75,000. 

“Season in the Sun.” Cert (22d 
| wk) (C-$4.80; 1,056; $24,101). Over 
| $19.400 (orevious week, $18,800). 
| “Second Threshold.” orosco 
| (8th wk) (CD-%4.80: 912: %24.300). 
i Nudeed $14,400 (previous week, 


with what appears to be a healthy | 





| $11.600). 
Other parenthetic fiqures refer, | $ 


Added to the gross | “Smal! Hours.” National (9d wk) 


advance sale. | 
of $4,700 pulled by the show in/| N Y CITY BALLET UPS 20 | respectively, to top price, number | (C1)-£4.80; 1,172; $29534). Almost 
two performances Sunday and{|****® |of seats and capacity gross. Price | £10.000 (nrevious week, $13,000 for 


Monday (18-19) at the Orpheum, 


|includes 20% amusement tax, but |-first seven verformances, ine'uding 
$32,000 in second of three sessions. | Kansas City, and $3,000 for a one- WEEK TAKE T0 $38,700 grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of | about $7,000 for three paid pre- 
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*“‘Make a Wish” in March 12. 

“I Know My Love,” Walnut (2nd | 
wk) (1,340; $4.55). Complete ca- | 
pacity all week for final local ses- 
sion with $29,500 grossed—a new 
house record. “Let Me Hear the | 
Melody” due March 12. 

“The Autumn Garden,” Locust 
(1st wk) (1,580; $3.90). Two raves 
and one good notice for this Lillian 
Hellman play, plus marquee names 
galore, offset objections to gloomy 
nature of play. Very nice $17,800 
in six performances and big boost 
is expected this week. 


‘ROBERTS’ $27,000, ST.L., 
WITH FONDA OUT SICK 


St. Louis, Feb. 27. 

With Henry Fonda sidelined by 
laryngitis for the last four per- 
formances last week, ‘Mister Rob- 
erts” had to make plenty of re- 
fnuds, so the first semester of its 
fortnight stand at the American 
theatre here wound up with a gross 
of almost $27,000 for eight per- 
formances. The 1,700-sea* house is 
scaled to $4.27. 

Manager Paul Beisman figures 
the current week’s finale, with 
Fonda back in the show, will hit 
$30,000. 


Andrews Co. $18,900 In Split 
Evansville, Ind., Feb. 27. 

Tod Andrews company of “Mister 
Roberts” put together a moderate 
$18,900 gross last week in two 
stands. Show played five perform- 
ances Monday-Thursday at the 
Auditorium, Louisville, and three 
showings Friday-Saturday (23-24) 
at the Coliseum here. 

Leland Hayward production is 
splitting this week between Nash- 
ville and Memphis. 


‘Roberta’ 406, Detroit 


: Detroit, Feb. 27. 

Civic Light Opera’s presentation 
of “Roberta” grossed a break-even 
$40,000 last week. Current pro- 
duction, the last in the association’s 
10-week season, is “Show Boat,” 
Starring Evelyn Wyckoff, Jack 
Harrold, Jack Kilty and Dorothea | 
MacFarland. | 

Both the Cass and Shubert still | 
are shuttered. 

















‘ fe 
Guardsman’ 1614G, Cincy. 
Cincinnati, Feb. 27. | 

Jeanette MacDonald and Gene 
Raymond in 
resistered nearly $16,500 last week | 
in eight performances at the 1,300-, 
Sea. Cox theatre. 
Top -was: $3:69.' °° 2. 61!" 


'Gow and Arnaud d’Usseau, 


owe Sh | the M: ¥. City Sabet On. ie the 


Capitol, Salt Lake City, that : : 
brought the total take, to $11,900 | ec ee eee tes ee act 
for the six-performance week. | co: een 
$ 
the previous frame. 


? e 
‘Sarah $4,300, Atlanta; | Troupe ——. cr “oy of pe 
Bham Cops Sock Actor | Valse,” a Genus Salenshine ovee- 


Atlanta, Feb. 27 | tion set to Maurice Ravel’s music. 
anta, Fev, </. | Sumptuously costumed By Karin- 

Marsha Hunt, starring in “Leg-| ska, ballet is an eye-filling sight. 
end of Sarah,” comedy by James; But choreographically it disap- 
at-|-points, although showing great 
tracted a creditable $4,300 last| promise under certain revisions. 
week into till of the Penthouse First pair is abstract classic, second 
theatre, Atlanta’s Greek-type show-! part a dramatic work, and the 
case atop the Ansley Hotel. Ac-|two moods clash» Shortening of 
tress proved a pleaser, with resi- the first part would help greatly. 
dent players William Kemp and There is also a good deal of aim- 
Helen Mayon heading the support- | less hand-wavings, too much pos- 
ing cast. Critics kicked in with turing, and not enough dance. And 
rave reviews for Miss Hunt and' a few more old-fashioned. waltz 
play in which she recently appear- | turns, instead of so many teasers, 





week, racked up a fine gross of Over $27,100 (previous week, $27,- 
38,700, an increase of $7,000 over 





tax. | views). - “ ~, 
| “Affairs of State,” Music Box, “South Pacific.” Maiestie (97t 
| (23d wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $26,874).| Wk) (MD-$6; 1.659: $50,186). As 
| | always, over $50,800. 

| “Ewentieth Centurv.” Fulton 


100). (9th wk) (C-%4.80; 976; %23,228). 


| “Angel in the Pawnshop,” Booth 


| (6th wk) (D-$4.80; 766; $20,365).|Nearlv $23,500 (previous week, 
Bre $10,000 ‘previous wee Where's _Gharley?” | Broa away 
| i“ , ” a + W ( -54.50: I, ae 5 a 
| nett Beck and ory 7% Barry” Over $44,600 (previovs week. £40,- 
| $28,000). Over $28,300 (previous 100); closing March 10, to tour. 


Stock 
week, $28,200). | 4 ” 

“ » D: Razzle Dazzle,” Arena (R-$4.80; 
(DS Ob. Bae gon tN Gnade $6. | 300: $14,000). Opened Monday (19) 

$4.80; 920; $22,600). Under $6,-| +, three mildly approvinz notices 
500 (previous week, $5,500); clos-| (Atkinson. Times; Coleman, Mir- 
|ing next Saturday night (3). 'ror; McClain, Journal-Am~rican), 

Bless You All,” Hellinger (11th four negative (Guerns-y, Herald 
wk) (R-$7.20; $1,543; $55,000). Al- | Tribune; Chapman, News; Pollock, 
most $22,300 ‘previous week, $21,.- Compass: Watts. Post) ‘and one 
700); closed Saturday night (24) | yes-and-ro (Hawkins, World-Tcle- 
after 84 performances, at a loss of pram & Sun): first eight perform- 
about $150,000. . .,! ances. including the regular-scale 

Call Me Madam,” Imperial) premiere, grossed ahout £5,000; 





“The Guardsman” ; 


| good 


ed on Broadway. 

Penthouse this week is offering 
a repeat of John van WUzuten’s 
“Voice of the Turtle,” starring 
Veronica Lake. It was in “Turtle” 
that Miss Lake clicked in her de- 
but in legitimate here. 
member of Pent’s resident com- 
pany last year, played the soldier. 
After a successful stand here week 


before last, Miss Lake and Betz | 


moved to Birmingham last week, 


presenting the play in that town’s: 


new 500-seat circle theatre in the 
Redmont hotel. ‘ 
Following the opening night per- 


formance, Miss Lake and Betz took | 


a stroll in search of a restaurant 
for coffee. They were halted by 
police, who ordered Betz to come 
over to vehicle. Actor says he 
asked, “Why?” He claims the cops 
then told him they would ask the 
questions and proceeded to rough 
him up, getting him down on side- 


walk and pummeling him. Officers , 


took Betz to the station house, Miss 
Lake going along in the squad car. 
However, no charges were filed 
against actress. Betz paid a $5 
fine on a “simple drunk” charge 
and was released. 

The actor later told reporters, “I 
guess I wasn’t too cooperative. 
He sported a cut lip as a souvenir 
of the occasion, although police- 
men denied they did more than 
put him in the car. x 

Pent’s next play is Philip Bar- 
rie’s “Holiday,” starring screen ac- 


“tress Marjorie Reynolds. It will be 


followed by “For Love Or Money,” 


starring John Loder and Claire’ 


Luce. Birmingham’s Theater-in- 
the-Round, as it is named, this 
week is presenting Marsha Hunt in 
Vera Caspary and George Sklar’s 
“Laura,” a show in which she di 
business at Penthouse here 
last fall | "4 


Carl Betz, | 


| would help. Bron. 


‘Apple’ Sour $8,500, L.A. 
Tour Ends 516 in Red 


Los Angeles, Feb. 27. 
Thomas Hammond’s touring pro- 
duction of “Apple of His Eye,” 
starring Edward Arnold, 





the Biltmore here. Frame’s $8,- 
_500 take represented a loss of $2,- 
000, bringing to $51,000 the deficit 
| sustained by the comedy since it 
ime its tour Jan. 2 in Washing- 
ton. 

| Only other house open, the 376- 
| seat Ivar, did a nice $4,600 for the 
‘first five days of “Joan of Lor- 
|raine.” Luise Rainer starrer prob- 
_ably will hold an extra week, 
| through March 10. 

Las Palmas rekindles_ tonight 


'(Tues.) with the preem of «the | 


Square Needle,” a new comedy. 


King’ Advance Sellout, 
| To Set N. Haven Record 


| New Haven, Feb. 27. 

| After a dark week, during “King 
and I’ rehearsals, Shubert current- 
ly has the Rodgers and Hammer- 
,stein musical on tap for a full 
eight-performance tryout that was 
a complete advance sellout at 
$5.40, a record top here, so a new 
house mark is certain. 





headaches such as the one that at- 
tended the local “King” engage- 
_ment, Shubert management has al- 
ready announced boxoffice ticket 


which is due for a March, 19-24 
i premiere. . sine 


(20th wk) (MC-S7.20; 1,400; $51,- 
847). Always gets the limit; over 
| $52.500 again. 

| “Country Girl,” Lyceum_ (16th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 995; $22.845). Nearly 
$17.200 (previous week, $19,200). 





1 closed Saturday night (24) after 
eight verformances, at a loss of 
‘around $15.000: plans of nro‘tuc- 
_ers Devid Heilweil and Derrick 
_Lynn-Thomas are wncertain. 
Opening This Week 


closed | 
down Saturday (24)-after the first | 
of its scheduled two-week stand at | 


In an attempt to overcome ticket | 


| “Darkness At Noon.” Alvin (7th; “Sprinetime Fa'ty.” Colden (C- 

| wk) (D-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276). Al- $4.80; 769; $19,159). Play *y Joseph 

‘most $22,500 (previous week, $22,- Shulman and Willism BH. Wieher- 
700). son, presented by United Pro“uc- 

D’Oyly Carte, St. James (4th wk), ers; opened Monday night (26) to 

(O-$4.80; 1.571; $37.000). Almost , unanimous pans and was slated to 

$37,000 on double-bill of “Cox and fold last ritht (Tues.). 

| Box” and “Pirates of Penzance” | Future Sch-an'e 

| (previous week, “Gondoliers” and: “Marv Rose,” ANTA Playhouse, 

|“Tolanthe” got $35,000); closed March 4. 

| Saturday night after a highly prof- “Antumn Garden,” play, Coro- 
itable engagement of 32 perform- net. March 7. 

| ances “Moon Is B'ue,” Mil'er. March 8. 


| “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” “Row-eo and Juliet,” Broadhurst 
Ziegfeld (64th wk) (MC-$6; 1.628: March 10. 
/$48.244). Over $45,800 ‘previous “Green Pastures,” Broadway, 
week, $39,200). March 15. 


| “Guys and Dolls.” 46th Street 
(14th wk) (MC-$6.60: 1,319; $43,- 2 
904). Nearlv $44,400 (previous 
; week, $44,400). 
“Hanny Time.” P!vmouth (57th 
| wk) (C-$4.80: 1,063; $29.019). Near- | 
| ly $23.100 (previous week. $18.600). | 
| “Hieh Ground.” 48th St. (1st wk) < 
(D-$4.80; 925; $22.165). Onened Opera Big $37,400 In 
| Tuesday night (20) to three favor- ° ° 
‘able notices (Coleman. Mirror: Mc- Toronto in Nine Devs 
|Clain, Journal-American; Watts, Toronto. Feb. 27. 
Post) and five thumbs-down ver-| Despite the flu epidemic, with 
| dicts (Atkinson, Times; Guernsey, attendant window refunds, Royal 
Herald Tribune: Chanman, News;| Conservatory Opera Co., with 
Hawkins, World-Te'scram & Sun;| Ernest M. Rawley managing ‘the 
Pollock, Compass): first seven ver-, troupe this season. a week 7g0 
formences grossed over $8,000,! grocsed a big $37.400 for the nine 
plus nearly $1.09 for one preview. , days and 11 performances at the 
_ “Jotham Voetlev.” 48th Street! Roval Alexandra (1,525), sealed at 
(2d wh) (M-$4.80: 925; $22.165). Un- | $3.50 top. 
der $2.500 (vrevious weel £2.500);| Engagement saw three perform- 
'clacing next Seturdoy night (2). | aneos of “Faust,” “cur each o 
| “tine af Fridewe Men” Ploy.) “Butterfly” and “Fivaro,” with 


_ and I,” St. James, March 


“L’Ecole des Femmes” (‘Louis 
Jouvet), ANTA Playhouse, March 
18 


“Make a Wish,” Winter Garden, 
April 5. 





d sale on “Tree Grows in Brooklyn,” hovee (tst wi) (C-*4.89: 219; $18.-; four se'lout performances of the 


74%, Onened Weeacsdev nicht trio. guring the nine-day engage- 
1421) ‘to oné pro réview (Hawkins, ' ment. teddies 
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Plays Abroad a 


Gay's the Word deputation from the newcomers he 

* “London, Feb. 17. | is compelled to refuse them sanc- 

Tom Arnold presentation of musical tuary, | j 
play in two acts (13 scenes) by Ivor No- Genine Graham and Joan San- | 


vello; lyrics by Alan Melville; choreog- > : ‘ 
raphy by Irving Davies, Eunice Crowther. derson play the only two femme 


Directed by Jack Hulbert. At Saville thee roles, a pampered American 
atre, London. Cite Coens | heiress, and a hard-boiled widow— 
Gay Daventry. «.+.++ Cicely etn webb both in love with the head man. | 
Peter Lynton. ........++- Thorley Walters Hugo Schuster makes an endearing , 
Sonica Stevens ......- aaidig Angra Old Dutch doctor; Seymour Green | 
ee oe "Tocnien a likeable ex-Resistance French- | 


Josephine Wray 


Madame Nicolini / 
Beryl! Harrison 


Margaret Fallowtield..... 


man, and Richard Beynon an offen- | 


Pierre Silvano.......... : Carl Jaffe’ ojvely ee 4 - captai 1 
Mr. Nespoulos.........- Denis Val Norton oS Army captain. _ 
dh a eR eternnncr Dunstan Hart Tilvern_ is outstanding as a fire- 
Wire: FAPheS sos csseeees ses May Tomlin. brand Jewish refugee and Patrick 


Sir Claude Burton........ Emerton Court 


Barr carries off the bulk of the 
honors as the patient pillar of in- 
tegrity whose humane = scruples 
cause his official downfall. 





In writing this play for Cicely 
Courtneidge. Ivor Novello has de- 
parted from his usual style of regal 
splendor and adapted an idea of 
Jack Hulbert’s into a modern, 
snappy musical admirably suited to | 
the star's personality. He pokes 
unashamed fun at his own previ- 
ous successes, parodying the titles. 
It is enhanced by some witty lyr- 
ics by Alan Melville, even to the 


Clem. 


Les Caves du Vatican 
(The Vatican Swindle) 
Paris, Feb. 13. 
The Comedie Francaise presentation of 
a farce in two acts and 17 scenes by An- 
dre Gide. Directed by Jean Meyer. Seis 
and costumes by Jean Denis Malcles. At 


rhyming of Ruritania with Drury- Comedie Francaise (Salle Richeliew), | 
77 aj 9 aris. 

lania. Although She waited 20) jite Agenor de Baraglioul ..... Yonnel 

years for this vehicle, Miss Court-. protos .. |. |... oe Jean Meyer | = 


Georges Chamarat 
Marcel le Marchand | 
Michel Vadet 


Amedee Fleurissoire 
ge eer 
Un Larbin 
Un Recitant.. ‘ 
Anthime-Armond Dubois 
Julius de Baraglioul........ 
Un Recitant 


neidge. grand trouper that she is, 
gives her verv best, setting the 
stage aglow with her vitality and 
infectious good-fellowship. 
Unusual opening set discloses a 
stage depicting the last scene of a 


.Georges Vitray | 
Henri Rollan | 
Teddy Bilis 


Un Recitant Jean-Louis Jemma ! 


corny musical comedy in a pro- Baptistin as wits: teen Paul Roussillon | 
€ .? - 73 H H ac satcadio i: a Oland Alexanare 
vincial town. W ith it die the last acauarite ates RE gg md 
hopes of a fading actress who Comtesse de Saint-Prix.. Beatrice Bretty | 
hoped to retrieve her fortunes Veronique............... Germaine Rouer 


ee eer ee ee Renee Faure 
Andree de Chauveron , 
Jacqueline Duc 


with a London opening. | 

Show opens with bright bur- 
lesque, which is later rather over-, 
done when some of the pupils give | 
excerpts of their histrionic art.! Except for the reason of honor- | 
But _— _ plenty of legit apeneey ing one of France’s great writers, | 
as “in - ‘ gi ro ge ee AE is difficult to see why the | 
rhe murie is ou a generally pleas-| commie Evancalse went to the 
ing level, with ie ghia 2 “oe thie “farce” by Andre Gide. 
outstanding, with the exception of | ,... eT a he | 
a tumultuous number, “Vitality” Jos originally presented back in| 
which exhausts singers. dancers 
and audience at close of the first 
he", 

Yizbeth Webb is poorly served 
wiih a speaking role but stopped 
the show with sentimental songs 
elgg I a bare phe ary circles everywhere. But that 
gauche personality w hile Carl | time has passed, and for those who 
Jaffe and Denis Val Norton are Dave never read it, the present pro- 
stavely villainous as the smug- | duction is all but meaningless. 


PS ee 
Bertha Grand Marnier... 
Carola Venitequa 





formances). The trouble is that it 
isn’t a play at all, but a series of | 
scenes illustrating the book. Time | 
was when “The Vatican Swindle” ! 
(“‘Lafcadio’s Adventures” as it was 
also called) created a stir in liter- 


Ballet Theatre in Sock | 


Advance for Chi Date | 


Chicago, Feb. 27. | 

Ballet Theatre, due at the Chi-' 
cago Civic Opera House March 2-6 , 
for seven performances in five, 
days, sold out four of the days by 
mail orders a week ago. ! 

House has already taken in $9,- 
000 more for the five days than in 
the last engagement for the group, | 
more than a year and a half ago 
(but which was for 18 days), both 
at a $3.71 top. 


Off-B’way Show 














Sets, 
don; lighting, Joan Tyne. 


| Mary of Magdala 


. Paul-Emile Deiber ~ 


based on the 
probably the most ambitious pro- | 
duction yet attempted by the Black- 
friars’ Guild, which heretofore has | 
confined itself to straight drama. 


ioned his work on the Gospel nar- 
Pca Jeanne Moreau! rative from the death of Lazarus 
ito the Resurrection, 
'Keong Lee has provided an ade- 
quate musical setting in keeping) 
with mood of the play. Aside from 
| the prolog, it is projected in epi- |, 


i by Dennis Gurney, despitethe large 

cast employed, it also has outstand- 
|ing performances by Eleanor Dan- 
| iels, James Cosmos, Norman Myv- 
rik, Stephanie Turash and Virginia 
| Viney. Most of remaining cast does 
| okay in the lesser roles. Edba. , 


Open the Gates 


Blackfriars’ Guild presentation of a 


music drama in a prolog and three acts. 
Libretto by Robert Payne, music by Dai- 


Stazed by Dennis Gurney. 
Allan: costumes, Joan Scar- 
At Blackfriars’ 
Playhouse, N. Y., Feb. 22, ’51; $2.40 top. 

errs. Eleanor Daniels | 


Keong Lee. 
Floyd 


OT cr Te ee 
PEPE CCT eee James Cosmos 
| rrr ree Harriet Greene 
Ele@azar...... Dann ea soe cum Douglas Bredt 
(Sere eee Bruce Nostrom 
PD 6 i case seeamees Michael Robillato 
EEL. . cede aweneaeswes Stephanie Turash 
POON 6 6.6. 6:0:0.5 6600450686. Helen Drakeley 
DN. <b Coan aneeee eek ene Joanna Makris 
NN 64.0604 swsseasieswue se Philip Douglass 
Eb a ddas-o tN CCRC eee OOS G. Roland Miles 
DEN. 4.460 644 4050480040000-0 8 Virginia Viney 





“Open the Gates,” a music drama 
New Testament, is 


Librettist Robert Payne has fash- 


while Dai- 


' sodical fashion rather than straight | 
| drama and holds attention through- | 
out. 
1933 (for a limited number of per- | oe ar ek el uaaeee 
ition. Two pianists carry it here. 


: A “Megs | 
While Lee’s score is aes | 





Interpreted by a cast of pro and 


'semi-pro talent and ably directed | 
_ Promise” | 
Mountebank”) — Lenox Hill Play- , from record sales as sinking fund 
house, N. Y. (1-4). 





glers, | Naturally, out of 17 scenes, there 
The chorus is superb, mainly , are bound to be some that are en- 
being young dancers who give full|8rossing in one way or another, | 
plav to the exuberance of youth | but the book as a whole is too com- 
and the skilled drilling of Jack/|Plicated and wordy to lend itself 
Hulbert. Supporting cast is aptly |to really effective theatrical treat- 
chosen and make the most of scant|ment. There are the swindle 


- Opportunities. But the evening be-|Sscenes themselves—collecting 


longs to Cicely Courtneidge who; Money from the faithful to rescue | 
takes her responsibilities and radi-| the Pope. But the value of most | 
ates complete confidence in herself ; of the scenes on the present-day 
and her audience. Clem. 


| Stage is open to doubt. 
Such as it is, the play has been | 
sete re produced, with colorful | 
urn of the century costumes and | 
Anthony Hawtrey eS asus settings by Jean-Denis Malcles. It | 
gn three acts by Val Gielgud. Directed by iS brilliantly acted by a large and | 
Fi wtrey. At Embassy, London, Feb. 6, homogeneous cast. But unfortu- 


Iron Curtain 

















wi. . ~ ’ 
Betty Sanders ........0:: Joan Sanderson nately -it just doesn’t come off. 
Virginia Lawrence........ Genine Graham | Fred. 
Dr. van Galen......cccces Hugo Schuster |. 
Jean Ravaillac............- Seymour Green '§ 
Major Gerald Craven..... Patrick Barr : | 
C-ntain Graves ......... Richard Bevnon 
Brigadier Palmer.......... Anthony Shaw ay 
Judas clos -sccseseees AM Mirae . 

dela Rubinstein..........--- sybi ares ; 
David NEEIEY Fs ibccs4'ss Leo Bieber | ContmMued from page 57 


Cc'onel Ivan Roudenko... Gregory Scott | m 7 ; 
Commissar Mamantoft....Theodore Bikel theatre “firsts” from architect Ben- 


Corporal PIM. 2cccccccesees Brian Whittle jamin Greenwood's drafting board. 


In grim contrast to his contro-; “Candlelight” illuminates the in- 
v.rsial comedy, “Party Manners,” | timate stage fetchingly, if not bril- 
th's latest opus of BBC drama chief liantly, thanks primarily to director | 
Val Gielgud switches from the. po-' John O'’Shaughnessy’s skill and a/| 
litical 2 hr —— —~ ‘smooth Broadway cast. 
of a Middle European camp for} soli Saag we ; 
displaced persons. Viewed mainly | paneont —— - he Pweg 
from.the angle.of those in author- | mas A A a “" a 7? eee 
ity, rather than the hapless victims, | y, Squerading as a lady. William 
it discloses the tricky situations) Weaver scores as the Prince; Lee 
that arise where other nations are | Bergere, after a case of opening 
involved, and the dreadful respon- | night jitters, is an able valet. Other 
si ility that rests on men of con-| cast members, Helen Marey, Wil- 
gs -nce and humanity. liam Gibberson, Ralph Echols, Ann 

'n an Austrian village, hedged in| Dunnigan, and David Parker (all 
by the Russian and British zones | but the latter imported), do a spar- 
o” occupation, are grouped thou- | kling job of serving up the dated 
5° nds of refugees in an overcrowd-! Wodehouse adaptation of this 
ed UNRRA camp. Officials of mixed | comic opera story of Viennese do- 


n‘tionalities under a British major’ mesti i ‘ 
co ve with appalling conditions and) idendiay. SOnEny ane mistenen 


lack of supplies, complicated by an, 
ovtbreak of typhus. Without warn-|, Henceforth, the promoters plan 
in, the Russians send over a train. | two-week runs, rather than the 
Jo::d of 1,500 more people, who wait | three-week span made necessary 
in a railway siding between the two, by landslide advance ticket sales. 
teritories. Playhouse will operate on full 
The commandant has the alter-:| Equity basis, 52 weeks a year, 
n: ‘ve of taking them under his a!- | with Tuesday off-nights. Arthur 
reedy overtaxed care or letting, Treacher in “Clutterbuck” follows 
conan ere ney are yr ote “Candlelight.” 
nowlng e ussians W shoot | Prom Ss 
them if they attempt to go back. | on yh eth leg nie Dgned 
During a pathetic interview with a| Houston’s Main Strect and on the 
$60,000 building, constructed by 
the Jonas Levy estate, property 











—- - 





| by 





but next Monday (5) the Lunts ar- 
‘rive for a fortnight of “I Know 


a week after that. 


iin a tryout of “Gramercy Ghost” 
and “Oklahoma” and “Mister Rob- 
erts” 
stands, with a couple of open weeks | in, 

still to be filled. The Gayety will! Dyestment 
‘close down for the summer, prob- 
ably at the beginning of June. 


Playhouse, N. Y. (8-11). 






‘SALESMAN’ $17,700 IN | = 
SPLIT AS TOUR FOLDS 


eels ene, ¥e.. Feb. 27. | ; 
ea of a Salesman,” with such figure : 
Thomas Mitchell starred, closed | nave — » TOP seat yest shows 
its tour with a profitable $7,000) n exaggerated, and they 
gross for {tee performances Fri- | have no such intention of an- 
ay-Saturday (23-24) at the Com-'! i hae 
munity theatre here. Arthur Miller | pes 4 eo Oe ter hele new 
drama chalked up $3,200 additional , ©"'"Y: 
in a_ single showing Thursday | Size of the mail influx for “King 
night (22) at the Lyric, Allentown. ' and I” is indicated, however, not 
ae | only by the estimated 25,000 pieces 
$7,500 i. 4, Witeaingten ” Fe ~— se - o by is fact 
, ; ilmington, Feb. . |tha Stati 0 » Including tl] 
lita anemia Secs icpesaite Hasari BPE Hi ale 
Sales xtri rls, is wor i 
drew $7,500 in four performances fill orders. It's superted Fn Hh 
at the 1228-seat Playhouse ‘here! more girls will be hited this week 
However, the prize-winner Was ex- Pssst 
pected to do better than that. 





Musicals 


Continued from page 57 ——_ 





In preparation for the arrival of 
io omy I” at the St. James 
iN. Y., the b.o. staffs at that house 
‘ ? “ |and the Century were switch 
Folly Dismal 36, D.C. Monday (26). Switching from - 
o Washington, Feb. 27. | latter house to the St. James was 

“Springtime Folly” got a sad $3,-' Charles Thomas, as treasurer, and 
000 for its week at the Gayety Harry Steinberg and = Arthur 
here last week. It was the poorest | Meyers, assistants. Moving from 
Bross in years for any in-town le-| the St. James to the Century were 
giter and came after uniformly | Robert Howard, treasurer, and 
— ee . . . |Anna Yurdin and Margaret Hil- 

1e Gayety is dark this week, | qreth, assistants. Thomas was pre- 
Pe pe ropa fee of the Music Box, 
My Love,” with a very go _iN. Y., when Morris Jacobs, general 
vance, including the Theate Guild | manager for Rodgers and Hammer- 
subscription sales. “Lady’s Not for | Stein, doubled as house manager 
Burning” will probably come in for | there. 

Sarah Churchill} ‘Call Me Madam” is now the top 
is booked for the week of April 4 | profit maker on Broadway, with an 
/Operating net of about $12,000 a 
_ week. As of this week, the show 
for three-week had repaid $100,000 of its $225,000 
to the sole backer, 
; RCA-Victor. In addition, producer 
| Leland Hayward had been repaid 
the $65,000 extra he supplied per- 
sonally during the show's pre- 
Broadway tryout. With about 
$95,000 still to be recouped, it’s fig- 
ured the Irving Berlin-Linday and 
Crouse musical will be in the black 
by about May 1 and will pay off 
of the remainder of the investment 
the by that time, holding its revenue 








are slated 





Current Equity Shows 


(Feb. 26-March 11) 








Equity Library Theatre 
“Double - Bill (“Breach 
and ‘“Belphagor 


,and to cover bonds, etc. Under 
Legion” — Lenox Hill the novel production-financing set- 
jup, RCA gets 35° of the profits 
jand the authors, director and star 
Equity Community Theatre {Ethel Merman get an added slice 
“Babes in Arms”’—Dewitt Clin- in return for taking a smaller-than- 
ton H. S., Bronx, N. Y. (9-11), | usual share of the gross. 


. _ The profit on “South Pacific” has 


“First 











Ferrer 


Continued from page 37 





some other arrangement accept-| 
able to the house management. 
Similarly, Miss Swanson’s con-| 
tract igs, understood to commit 
Ferrer f% staying with the produc- 
tion. And Kay Brown, represent- 
ing the actress for the Music: 
Corp. of America. is known to have | 
informed Ferrer that he would | 
have to live up to the deal. 
Edwin Reiskind, Ferrer’s attor- | 
ney, asserted Yesterday that, con- | 
trary to the impression created by 
RKO’s announcement, Ferrer has 


‘no agreement with the studio. Re- | pay what a ticket is worth or what 


ports from Hollywood, to the ef-| 
fect that the actor would arrive | 
there next Sunday (4) to start work | 


| dation, he added, emphasizing that | 


Ferrer is remaining in New York 
and continuing in “Century” in- | 
detinitely. 

Declaring that the film company | 
appears to be trying a pressure | 
campaign to torce Ferrer’s hand, | 
the lawyer denied an alleged claim | 
Gabriel Pascal, producer of | 
“Androcles,” that the latter has an | 
“oral commitment” from the actor | 
to make the picture. In that anil 
nection, it’s recalled that Rex Huar- 
rison recently arranged to be re- 
leased from a similar oral agrec- 
ment in order to remain in the 
cast of “Bell, Book and Candle,” 
John van Druten comedy at the 
Barrymore, N. Y. 

Reiskind confirmed reports that 
Richard Condon, Ferrer’s represen- 
tative and partner, is in Hollywood, 
and is trying to find someone to 
take over the “Century” lead. How- | 
ever, that is only an_ incidental | 
aspect of his visit, which is primar- | 
ily to line up a television deal for | 
the actor, the attorney explained. 
Besides representing Ferrer legal- 
ly, Reiskind has a financial inter- 
est in the Hecht-MacArthur re- | 
vival. 

According to preliminary reports | 
from the Coast, RKO’s contract 
with Jean Simmons to play the | 
femme lead in “Androcles” speci- | 





' 





| 





owners. Equipment and fixtures 
| cost $35,000. The building repre- 
‘sents ideas long cherished by Ro- 
_zan, who turned from lawyer to im- 
| presario five years ago, and by Miss 
| Alb€s, onetime Dallas-New York 
actress and associate of Margo 
— oo tee *. 


| Private Secretary, Male 


Age 31, 160 years’ full experience, re- 
spensible, well epeken, capable cerre- 
spendent, seeks pesition with theatri- 
cal figure. Bex 8-6295, Variety, 154 W. 
46th St., New York 1% N. Y.e, oo ¢ 











lédition of the ‘Shaw play. 


fies that unless Ferrer plays the 
‘Male lead, the studio must find 
; Someone else acceptable to her. It | 


jhas been unable to do so. | 
It was reported Monday that | 
RKO was Offering Ferrer a salarv | 
Of $100,000 plus a percentage of | 
‘the gross to appear in the film 


in ANTA’s | annual 





‘. now reached about $1,800,000 from 
Cautious Angel the two companies, plus record 
: Sales and licensing rights, etc. At 

Continued from page 37 ij os present rate of about $10,500 
a washing machine that sells atte os oe oe ee, . 
$100, but it’s such a good proposi- | chould easily top the $2 000.000 
tion that people want to pay $300 | profit mark by the end of the cur- 
for it. Do I raise the price to| rent season May 31. If and when 
$300, or do I let the shipping clerks Rodgers and Hammerstein get 
sell it on the side and make the around to doing a third company, 
difference? that should increase the return by 

Supply and demand is the most that much. 

obvious thing in the American bus-| “Guys and Dolls,” making an Ope 
iness world. It is natural and in-| erating profit of about $10,500- 
evitable that people are going to! $11,000 a week, will probably get 
; into the black in four or five 
anything else is worth. What's | more weeks and, with the produc- 
more, I’m not saying the middle-'tion of a second company on the 
man shouldn’t get his. But what! Coast this summer, is likely to 

















in “Androcles,” are without foun-|1 am saying is he shouldn't get) more than double its rate of profit. 


75% of the profits. 
I learned another thing: 


Other current musical bonanzas, 
The though no longer in the solid ca- 
boxoffice man doesn’t work for the , pacity class, are “Kiss Me, Kate.” 
producer. He's hired and fired by | wwhich has thus far distributed 
the man who owns the theatre. It’s profits of $932,000 on its $180,000 
like I rented a factory and took in | investment, with two companies 


| all my help except the fellows wha | running, and “Gentlemen Prefer 


handled the money. How could 1, Blondes,” which has paid profils 
keep them from grafting? I of $400,000 so far on its $200,000 
couldn't even fire one of them if [ , outlay. 


caught him red-handed. | Radio-TV money, which supplied 

Now, I suppose you all know ,all the regular backing for “Ma- 
about these things, but nobody | dam,” will also be a major source 
knows quite what to do about it,/of revenue for the incoming “Tree 
And I’m writing to you because I|Grows in Brooklyn.” William 
think I know something that would ; Palev, CBS board chairman, is 
make a lot of difference. They! putting up half of the $200,000 


ought to charge more tor the choice | “Brooklyn” bankroll, through h's 


seats down front than they do for | personal friendship with the show's 
the bad seats in the back. The! producer- director and co-author, 
speculators will still get a markup |George Abbott, who also staged 
if the price of a good seat was $10 “Madam.” Another such del, 
or $15, but they wouldn't get such | though on a relatively minor scale, 
a big one. Also, when people wrote | involves “Make a Wish,” the Pres- 
in for seats they wouldn’t all de- ton Sturges-Hugh Martin musical 
mand the fourth row, because it, Version of “Good Fairy,” being 
would be cheaper to buy the last | Produced by Harry Rigby, Jule 
row. Also, there will be a lot more Styne and Alexander H. Cohen. 
money both for the theatre owner | RCA is investing $10,000 for 4 
and the producer, and the theatre , 242° slice of the venture, which 
owner could afford to raise the sal- lis a low-price hook on the record- 
ary of his boxoffice men so they'd |ing rights, besides a bet on the 
have a decent living wage and Payoff of the show ‘itself. 


wouldn't need to resort to dishon- 
est means to get a livelihood. Fuchs’ New Comedy 
Leo Fuchs will produce a new 


Irving Smith, Jr. 

Robert _ Porterfield, _| Yiddish play by Dave Solomon 
producer of the Barter Thesten of ee Ea ae aa we wes 
Virginia, has checked out for a, himself in the title role. It wat 
lecture tour, arranged by Colum-, 24apted from the author's recent 
bia Lecture Bureau, following a! Novel, “The Perfect Gentlemen. 
week in New York as consultant; Fuchs’ next starring production 
fund-raising Will be done either at the Pub- 
‘++ “bie theatve, N.Y. ' 
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Night Club Revues 





Hanley’s foolery round out a fe- 
freshing evening of fun. 

A veteran burlesque comedian, | 
Eddie Hanley, makes his debut at. 
this cafe. Strictly a product of low | 
comedy, Hanley leans heavily on | 
burley routines. Utilizing such a/| 
pattern, with which he is familiar, | 


Continued from page 53 seen 


Flamingo, Las Vegas 
how. Brandow’s Louis Arm- 
‘a impresh “Can't Give You 
Anything But Love” whips up 
salvos, trumpet tootling second 
chorus bringing back Condos also 
on trumpet for high note riff 
windup. Versatility of duo becomes | he is deft in drawing laughs with 


more apparent as both warble | standard material. Timing is good 
“Novelties.” Return for Brandow’s | and his mimicry is solid. Using | 














piping of “Ace in the Hole” to | Geene Courtney as a foil in a cafe :."* 
Condos’ softshoe dance and bring- scene, Hanley wins plaudits in his license and the damaging disrup- : “hy ; 
being given a_ tion of an enterpriser’s plans based | the Chicago Daily News and_ the 

hoofing which doesn’t come off too’ mickey. His imitation of a woman | 0n the assumption that a license is 
; getting up in the morning is okay, | Valid unless subsequently violated 


ing James into act for challenge efforts to avoid 


well. 
Josephine Earl line disappoints although his magician skit is op 
with routines sans_ imagination. the corny side. 
Gordon Polk hag little to do this| Paul Killiam’s commentary with 
show other than chant opening the silent films continues to be 
jine number. ; ‘a highlight of the program. Com- 
James orch sounds exceptionally | munity sings and 
fine in room, with full-toned solid ' are additional bonuses for patrons 
beat beckoning floorfulls of in- who seek something different in 
terim dancipators. WAl. nitery entertainment. Alst. 








Cocoanut Greve, L. A. Morgan’s, Newpert, Ky. 
(AMBASSADOR HOTEL) Newport, Ky., Feb. 17. 





‘in New York State. There is no 


singing waiters Court next Monday (5). One MPAA 





issue currently involved in the 
“Miracle” case is as important to. 
all other producers and distribs as 
it is to Joseph Burstyn, who is han- ; 
dling this film. That is the matter | 





Literati 








of the Regents’ withdrawing a seal | 
after it has been granted. This 
had never before been done. 
Crowther had a good point, they 
admitted, when he declared: “The 
action of the Regents ... presents 
filmmakers with the prospect of 
not knowing when a film is passed 


Jinx Falkenburg’s Autobiog 

Jinx Falkenburg (& Tex) Me- 
Crary has written a tome, “Jinx,” 
which Duell, Sloan & Pearce will 
publish in September. 

Autobiog deals with her career 
as model, radio and tele gabber 
and newspaper columnist. 





telling now when pressure upon: 
the Regents by a minority group. 
may bring the revocation of a 


Chi Dailies Hike Sat. Editions 
Latest in newspaper price 
raises has the Saturday editions of | 


Chicago Herald-American going 
from a nickel to a dime. Both after- 
noon papers carry special sections 


with the week-end edition. 
Appeal by Burstyn from the de- Hearst paper made a try early 


cision of the Regents is slated to jast year with a 10c paper, but 
/ come before the Appellate Division , was forced to drop it after a few 
,0f the New York State Supreme; weeks when the News refused to 
go along. Regular week day edi- | 
board member admitted that the | tions will continue 5c price. Usual | 
association might have joined in‘ “higher material prices” and “la- 
the case as amicus curiae (friend | Dor costs” are the reasons for 
of the court)—as it has in other | bikes. 

cases—to support Burstyn had the | 
‘film’s subject matter been dif- | 


in some way.” 





Doubleday’s Ilka Chase ‘Tie-In 





Los Angeles, Feb. 21. Al Morgan, Margao Goode, Neil ¢ | ’ a i | 

Connie Haines, with Nappy Stanley, Deke Moffitt Orch (9); | _— Pom ome eg a 

—— aaa M Richards, Ed- 7 cover $1, $1.50. Okays Burstyn Appeal from the Time-Life Bldg., is being | 

die Bergman Orch (15); $1.50-$2 — tied in with a cocktailery March 8! 
minimum. Riding on a popularity wave Albany, Feb. 27. 


after years of rough going at small 
Connie Haines wisely tears a leaf Cafes in Greater Cincy, Al Morgan 
from Hildegarde’s book, not to | took over Friday (16) as operator 
mention Blossom Seeley’s, in her | Of this bandbox nitery, formerly 
current Grove stint. She not only | known as the Glenn Rendezvous, 
table-hops, she gathers herself a in Newport, hotsy Kentuck city 
combo headed by banjoist Nappy | Opposite Cincinnati. Defying 
Lamare to accompany her on her | further bumps in the path of his 
rounds of the room’s ample space. | Career, the singing piano player 
The Grove is a notoriously tough | has tossed slots and gaming 
room to play. She cuts it down | tables out the window in a bid to 
to her size, evoking thereby a make a go with entertainment, din- 
folksy atmosphere that augurs a | ing and dancing. | 
satistying several weeks for maitre __ First night indications were that 
d'Michael’s big black register. | 24 ; 
Gillette and Richards, terp-and- | cially in face of the heat-is-on flash 
comedy team who opens. are better from the Kefauver crime probe, 
than their material. Insouciant dis- already felt plenty in northern 
taff half, who carries the flash ; Kentucky. 7 . . 
act’s load, is the prime asset. They| _ A, Slick entertainer in his own 
do a travelog takeoff narrated by field, Morgan is well liked in these 
the man and kidded by the femme | Parts. With an orchestra such as 
with comic Siamese grinds, | that of Deke Moffitt, a local fix- 
Hawaiian hulas, Mexican hat dance ture, plus a comedian and a singer, 
and a Texas square-dance-a-deux | he provides a pleasing full-hour 
that finales with a not-too-funny Show. Performances are at 9 and 
satire of Annie Oakley. 11 p.m. and 1 a.m., nightly except 
Miss Haines, backed up bounc- Monday when Morgan flies to Chi- 
ingly by Eddie Bergman’s band, | C880 to originate his weekly half- 
makes the rounds of the ringside | hour TV show on the DuMont web. 
right off the bat with an olio of The room, half terraced, seats 186 
“I Feel a Song Coming On,” | With off-stage space allowance for 
“Object of My- Affection” and “‘S , dancing. 
Wonderful.” Attention - grabbing! Acts booked in for first two 
gimmick pays off by riveting the |; weeks are Margo Goode, fireball 
payees while she mikesides with | Chirper, and Neil Stanley, neat ap- 
‘Be My Love” and “Bushel and a/ pearing story teller and impersona- 
Peck.” Then she corrals the blazer- tor. Each give a good 15-minute 
wrapped, banjo-strumming Lamare | helping on the first show. 
and a trombone-trumpet-clary com- Home among old_ friends and 
bo from the Bergman crew for a/| admirers, Morgan clicks with an 
‘round-the-room production num-/ opening medley of smiles tunes. 
ber on “Alexander’s Ragtime | Then “I Guess I’ll Have to Find 
Band,” “Ol’ Man Mose” and a Another Sweetheart,” “Old Rec- 
rafter-ringing hoedown on “When ords,” “You're Sorry Now,” “The 
the Saints Come Marching In.” _| Place. Where I Worship” and a 
Mike, | signoff with “Jealous Heart, the 
‘number that zoomed him to the 


a 7 'name class via London records and 
Old Knick Musie Hall TV. Koll. 


(NEW YORK) 
Paul EE 
Crowther Rap 











Killiam production of 
“Gold Diggers of 1900,” with Ed- 
die Hanley, Geene Courtney, Al 
Norman, Dorothy Loudon. Connie | 














Anderson, Bill Meigs, Al_ Leroy, | Continued from page 3 
Cindy Heller. Eddie’ Bernard. yy ’ P 
Orch (4); minimum, $3. ‘of real crisis with some vigorous 





a , protests and strong support?” 

Paul Killiam has added three! “Crowther knows very well why | 
new faces to his combination olio | we haven't,” huffed one of the di- | 
and melodrama formula which! rectors. “It’s for the very Same. 
continues to click as an unconven-' reason he didn’t make mention of | 
tional nitery| presentation, New-! ou; reason in his article. It's be- 
comers are Cindy Heller, Dorothy | .2use we don’t want to get into an 
Loudon (New Acts) and Eddie Han- | battle with Cardinal Spell- | 
ley, all of whom are key charac-|°P€ battle wi 

rs : 'man any more than the Times 
ters in the meller and, in the vaude | There’s no point in Crow- | 
segment, do their own specialties , 1°¢S- Pic wig ge ToT ae 
which register solidly. “Gold Dig- | her Playing > nee nr 
gers of 1900” is familiar burlesque, Censor seal on irac | 
of the 10-20-30 bloodcurdlers. Withdrawn as the result of protests 
While similar in theme to the by Cardinal Spellman of the New 
comie drama which has been play-| York Archdiocese that the Ro- | 
ing at the Old Knick since mid-|berto Rossellini picture was “blas- | 
January, new scenes have. been |.phemous.” Seal was granted by. 
aaa — — changes in the the omnenes, and then —_ ~ > 

ot development. | blue-pencillers’ supervisin y,! 

Played strictly for laughs, story a” ae of pa owe when the 
tells of a drunk prospector who Catholic protest welled. 
oo “Ys a _, “~’ — Villain PAA’s Refusal 
Plots to stea e claim papers, : : ire to sta 
but is foiled by his daughter and | oa - aren with 2 well-organized | 
her handsome cowboy hero. Asides , vel aeag MPAA directors | 
and exaggerated histrionics are Tellsious group, Se gee cate 
well paced. Entire cast turns in a’ stated there was another very Pp th 
commendable job. | tical reason to avoid entering the , 

Nlio portion of show is fast and | “Miracle” dispute. That was that | 
offers a number of laugh-provok- | the MPAA itself would refuse the | 
ing burley sketches as well, as Italian-made picture a seal under | 
creditable singing and _ terping. | its self-regulatory code if it were: 
Standout is Al Norman whose nim-' presented. The Production Code 
ble dance routines are a show- is specific in denying approval to 
siopper. His tango burlesque is; a film which offends any religious 
especially funny. Connie Ander- group. 
son’s tap dancing and warbling, «jt would certainly be inconsis-' 
come through in top manner, while | tent.” explained one official, “for 
Bill Meigs delivers his songs in a! us to fight to help a distributor get | 
pleasing fashion. Geene Courtney tate seal for a picture to which 
registers okay in her imitation of * $4) ge Boni is oon” 
Gvrosy Rose Lee , we wouldn’t give our ow al. 

4 nan? i On the other hand, the MPAA 

Dorothy Loudon’s songs, Cindy : : o, . ~_—" 
Heller's monglogues «and «Eddie toppers queried admitted phat, the 





| Morgan is on the right track, espe- ; 


‘for Ilka Chase’s new book, “New 
Supreme Court Justice Kenneth , York 22” and a preview of the 
S. MacAffer last week signed an new Doubleday offices, also in the 
|order permitting Joseph Burstyn 22 zone. 
|to appeal from the Board of Re- | 
gents’ ban on “The Miracle” to the | 
;appellate division. MacAffer re- 
cently refused to stay enforcement 
|of the Regents’ action, as request- | tle Brown in May, is based on his | 
‘ed by Burstyn. The latter argued, own gg “onion pt re Pe a 
through attorney Samuel E. Aron- | phoney Russian “royalty” and liv- 
owitz of Albany that the board did | yr i ig Pigeon gM in Europe | 
not have the power to revoke a @urin e hei oO e season. 
‘license issued by the State Educa- |, , Dick Taplinger, literati and show 
tion Department’s Motion Picture , a ‘ " 
|division. Charles A. Brind, Jr., | Doctor for the same pub (due in | 
‘counsel for the Regents, contended April) with J. Y. “Doc” Henderson, 
nl 0 4 rh pattie ‘chief vet of the Ringling circus. 
they possessed this authority. | Ngaio Marsh’s novel, “Night at the | 
__, Justice MacAffer, in denying | yyjcan” (July) has a London thea-. 
| Burstyn’s motion that day, said he tre background. Scenarist Abra- 
did so without passing on the cor- | ham Polonsky’s “The World Above” 
—— 4 ~ Der wd the a. -— peo poring: ford 
| Regents at “The iracle” is did McSorley’s and other : ve. | 
| “sacrilegious,” or on their author-'(N. Y.) saloons, rn Ee 
|ity to rescind a license. . next month, “A Man Gets Around,” 
| The appellate division is expect- all via Litthe, Brown. 
‘ed to hear the appeal at the term | 


/convening here March 5. 
to the editorial board of Book-of- 


‘MANON,’ ‘NO ORCHIDS’ pe a oe Ng eget eg ane 
| GET LEGION’S NIX | after 35 years as ‘a judge. nae 


Miss Loveman has been one of 
| Two more foreign imports were the editors of Saturday Review of 
condemned this week by the Na-. Literature since its inception in 
tional ._Legion of Decency. Re- 1924, and has been with BOM since 
_legated to the organization’s Class its start in 1926, as chief of the 
/“C” category were “Manon,” a Treading department. 
|French-made film distributed in| 
| the U. S. by Discina International, | 
| and Renown Pictures’ “No Orchids! Starting with the Spring 1951 
| #08. Miss Blandish.” | issue, the University of Pennsyl- 
| “Manon” was said to “condone vania will take over from the Uni- | 
! immoral actions...” and “contains versity of Minnesota publication 
material morally unfit for enter- of the American Quarterly. An- 
_tainment of motion picture audi- | nouncement of the switch was’ 
| because it “presents sympatheticak , Stassen, of Penn. 

ly suicide in plot solution,” among’ _ Anthony N. B. Garvan has been 
other things. named editor; William Van O’Con- 
| nor, associate editor, and Robert 
Rome Group Judges Pix 'E. Spiller, chairman of the board 


Rome, Feb, 27, | &ditors. 





Bemelmans’ New One 


Ludwig Bemelmans’ upcoming 


| “How to Live Incognito,” via Lit- 





Amy Loveman to BOM Board 
Amy Loveman has been named 








U. of P. Gets Amer. Quarterly 








What may likely be the local | 
counterpart of America’s National | 
Legion of Decency has_ been 
formed by a group of Catholics. | 
As the Cine Studio Club they will 
scan films and make reports on the 
moral nature of the pix screened | 
with a view to the Roman Catholic 
attitude in general. Pictures will 
also be judged as to their suit-| 
ability for the Catholic Youth 
Group. : 








New Acts 


Continued from page 55 





| 
| 
Routine is funny and her patter in_ 
describing the various creams and 
ointments and what they will do 


for the beauty-seeker is solid enter- 


tainment. Shifting to pathos, Miss ' 
Heller is effective in a bit in which 
she portrays an old actress wio 
waits at the stage door for. a 
glimpse of her daughter who is a 
star. 

Miss Heller has an excellent po- 
tential for most situations. Alst. . 


ARISTOCRATS OF RHYTHM (2) 

Dances 

6 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. ; 
Aristocrats are a smart-looking , 

Negro mixed team whose forte is 

unison tapping. Their turn con- 

sists of two numbers both executed | 

with perfect precision. as 
Their terping impresses with its 

polish particularly 


in a routine , “Invitation to the Theatre,” 
built aroynd two chgirg as props. ' vised edition by Frank Hyrbur 


Ted Pratt's 3d Florida Novel 

Ted Pratt is writing the third 
novel in his “Barefoot Mailman’”- 
“Flame Tree” trilogy on Florida. 
New tome, which Duell, Sloan & 
Pearce will publish, will be 
tagged “The Big Bubble,” and will; 
deal with the Florida boom. Last 


. section of the book will deal with 


a fictional place called Roca Faro, 
which may call to mind incidents | 


= the history of Boca Raton and 
‘the 


Addison. Mizner building 
boom. 


Pratt, incidentally, has just re- 


-newed his DS&P contract. 





Harper’s Show Biz Books 

Harper's forthcoming novel, “The 
Oracle,”” by Edwin O’Connor, a 
satire on a man with a microphone 
(a pollyanna newscaster who sees 
optimism in world ills with the. 
same verve and vocal bounce as 
he sells his sponsors’ wares) is said 
to be based on an easily recog- 
nized commentator. 

Biographer Hesketh Pearson’s 
“The Last of the Actor-Managers”. 
touches on the lives and careers’ 
of Forbes - Robertson, Beerbohm . 
Tree, Granville - Barker, George. 
Alexander, F. R. Benson, Martin- 
Harvey, Lewis Waller, H. B. and 
Laurence Irving and Oscar Asche,’ 
all prominent in British theatre. | 
Pearson is an English ex-thesp and 


drama critic, now historian on the 
' theatre. 


It’s also via Harper, due 
next month. 
Same pub is issuing the follow- 


ing dealing with the lively arts: 


re- 


O’Hara, U. of Chi. prof of English, 
and Marguerite Harmon Bro, due 
in April; “Damned Old Crank,” 
E. W. ‘Scripps (-Howard) autobiog 


.(from private papers), edited by 


Charles R. McCabe; “Collier’s 
Best,” fiction anthology, edited by 
Knox Burger, the weekly’s fiction 
editor; Carl Warren’s “Modern 
News’ Reporting,” third edition 
(he’s TV-radio news editor of the 
N. Y. Daily News); “Literary Opin- 


, ton in America,” edited by Morton 


D. Zabel (another U. of Chi. edu- 
cator), a revised anthology embrac- 
ing essays by Henry James, Ed- 
mund Wilson, T. S. Eliot, Allen 


| Tate, Mencken, Lionel Trilling, et 


al. (due in May); revised updated 
edition by John Gunther of his 
“Inside USA” (first published in 
47); and carnival magico Dan Man- 
nix’s “Step Right Up!” which 
Reader’s Digest will condense in 
April, coincidental with the Harp- 
er’s publication. 





CHATTER 

Ethel Barrymore’s memoirs will 
be titled “Major and Minor 
Memories.” 

Howard Rutledge succeeds Joe 
Taylor as chief of the Wall Street 
Journal bureau in LA. 

Isabella Tavis Mich in Holly- 
wood to write a series of magazine 
yarns about film folks. 

Pocket Books issuing Paul J. 
Sachs’ “The Pocket Book of Great 
Drawings” tomorrow (1). 

Wade Nichols in Hollywood for 
two weeks to contact writers and 
material as editor of Red Book. 

Authors League has _ reprinted 
article, ‘‘What the New Social Se- 
curity Law Means to Authors,” 


iz p.a., has coauthored “Circus ‘from recent Publishers’ Weekly. 


Excerpt from Ethel Waters’ book, 
“His Eye Is On the Sparrow,” titled 
“‘Mamba’s Daughter,” describing 
the actress’ experience in the le- 


| giter “Mamba’s Daughters,” is in 


the March issue of Atlantic 
Monthly. 
Chicago Tribune columnist 


Jimmy Savage, moves out to the 
Coast March 14, where he’ll do 
his regular column with Holly- 
wood pitch. He'll reportedly de- 
but St. Patrick’s Day (17) with an 
ironic diatribe on the Irish. 


| Houghton Mifflin has opened 
applications for the 17th year of 
its literary fellowship awards. 
Latter offer $2,400 apiece, half of 
which is considered as an advance 
against royalties. Projects may be 
either fiction or non-fiction. 
Bucklin Moon is resigning to- 
morrow (Thurs.) as associate edi- 
tor at Doubleday, after 10 years, 
to devote full time to writing. He 
has authored four tomes, includ- 


|ing “Without Magnolias,” winner 


of the George Washington Carver 
Award. 


The David A. Smarts back to 
Boca Raton, Flia., for their winter 
vacation and to recuperate from 
the shock of Esquire-Coronet prexy 
Alfred A. Smart’s death. Gaby 
and Dave Smart (e’s board chair- 
man) are building a permanent 
residence in Florida. 


U. of Pennsylvania takes over 
publication of the American Quar- 
terly fyom the U. of Minnesota, 
starting with the spring issue. An- 
thony Garvan has been appointed 
editor, with William Van O'’Con- 
nor associate and Robert Spiller 
chairman of the editorial board. 

Bill Ornstein’s (Metro)  short- 
story, “The Crime.” which appear- 
ed in the November Tomorrow, 
makes the Honor Roll in forth- 
coming “American Best Short 
Stories” anthology Houghton- 
Mifflin will publish in June. Same 
varn also being reprinted in Negro 
Digest. . 

Frank Egner resigned as presi- 
dent of Funk & Wagnalls to be- 
come associated with Doubleday 
& Co. as v.p. of Nelson Double- 
day, Inc. He will develop special 
mail-order projects and other spe- 
cial promotions, working with A. 
Milton Runyon, Charles Sherman, 
Jerome Hardy and Frank Vos. 
Fgner was for 28 years with 
McGraw-Hill. 

Jack R. Cominsky, Saturday Re- 
view of Literature veepee; Robert 
K. Heimann, Forbes mag managing 
editor; Allan Stearns, Dell Publi- 
cations promotion director, and 
Abner Sideman, Cowles magazines 
circulation manager, to be guest 
speakers for New School for So- 
cial ‘Research (N. Y.) special lec- 
turés on “Magazine Publicity and 
Promotion,” beginning Mareh 19. 





Beaumont Bruestle, ex-legiter 
now teaching drama at U. of Tulsa, 
is currently presenting “I'd Love 
To Be You,” a musical by himself 
with score by William Swier, at 
the school. He plans coming to 
N.Y. this summer to see about 


1: Broadway possibilities. ..- + - - 
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Broadway 


Chi hotelier Jimmy Hart back 
from European 0.0. 

TV producer Irving Mansfield to 
Miami Beach for a six-day rest. 

Billy Reed’s Little Club fourth 


anni celebrated with open-house on} 


Monday (26). ; 
Exhibitor Walter Reade, Jr., on 


a ski trip to Aspen, Colo., for the | 


next two weeks. 

Hy Gardner, N. Y. Herald 
Tribune columnist, doubled back 
to Miami Beach for another quickie 
of sun. 

Cholly and Molly Berns (21) to 
the Coast tonight, en route to 
Honolulu vacation, their first time 
in hulaland. 

Theodore R. Kupferman _ re- 
signed from Warners’ homeoffice 
legal staff, switching to NBC’s law. 
department. 

Mildred Smith, songstress, and 
Jack Payne, British dance band | 
conductor, sailed for Britain Satur- | 
day (24) on the Queen Mary. | 

Alfred Latell, who did an animal | 
impersonation act for many years, | 
confined to State Hospital, Elgin, | 
IJll., suffering from arterio sclerosis. | 

Producers William Pine and Wil- | 
liam Thomas return to Hollywood | 
today (Wed.) after parleying with | 





Little Palm Club, with Terrell 
and Winslow also featured. mi 

Billie Holliday,, Adrian Rollini 
| Trio head up new show at Mother 
| Kelly’s beginning March 1. 

Rudy Vallee into Bayshore Roy- 
‘er set to follow in March 6. 
Walter Winchell staging bene- 
| fit show for widow of Negro po- 
|liceman killed in line of duty in 
Miami. “Affair, on March 31 with 
| Sugar Ray Robinson as guest, will 
|take place at Cotton Club, which 
‘is donating proceeds. 


Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse ) 


Paris restaurant and nitery busi- 
ness at a very low ebb. 

Nelly Corradi over from Rome 
for the Paris gala of “Traviata.” 

Flora Gagnepain of March of 


Time office to the mountains for | 


restcure. : 
The Darryl Zanucks spending a 


few days here before going to} 


Switzerland. ; 

Jean Gabin to do lead in the pic 
version of Henri Bernstein’s legit 
success, “Victor.” 


Maurice Lancaster adding the, 


suburban Camille Renault cafe to 


Paramount homeoffice sales execs. | hic roster of bistros. 


Russell Nype’s contract was sold | 


Juliette Greco back tbo the cellar 


by agent Gloria Safier to MCA niteries of St. Germain des Pres 


which spotted him into the current 


— St. Regis (Maisonette) anal 
ng. 


Montague Salmon, managing di- 
rector of the Rivoli theatre, off to} 
the Coast over the weekend on a/| 
vacation jaunt, accompanied by his 


of the Year” by the Troupers, group 


of women in show business who | 
take care of needy theatrical chil-| 


dren. 


cy as a TV scripter. With Sol Shor 
he just did “Battalion Surgeon,” | 
screenplay. 

Jack (N.Y. Par) McInerney’s son, 
Jack, Jr., a Georgetown U under-| 
graduate, is doing disk jockeying | 
and otherwise evidencing show biz 
inclinations. 

Mrs. Arthur Schwartz (Kay Car- 
rington), wife of the composer- 
producer, back into Duke U. for 
the “rice treatment” for her high 
blood pressure. 

Peter Donald takes his radio 
quiz giveaway show, “Share the 
Wealth,” into Great Lakes Naval | 
Training Station March 15-16 for 
a special 
there. 

Martha 


Sleeper, 
film 


ingenue, 


ex-legit and 
operates a smart 


show for servicemen, 
'Sica film, opened in six firstruns. 


iafter a successful stint in Brazil. 

Tola Litvak bringing a rough 
'print of “Dawn” in from Munich 
‘for Darryl Zanuck to screen here. 


Minto Cato, American chanteuse, | 
i\teaming up with Vava Yako, Rus- 


: isian singer, in a combo that will 
wife. 


Gloria Swanson named “Trouper | 


sing in 12 languages. 

H. G. Clouzot doing the French 
\legit adaptation of Graham 
“The Power and the 
|Glory” for Louis Jouvet. 


| Greene’s 


.....| Pierre Brasseur finally is to play 
Jack Harvey got MCA writing in 


rclease to shift to the Morris agen- fulfill 


“Bluebeard” and take time off to 
his commitment for the 
Sartre pic, “Les Mains Sales.” 

Herve Dugardin of Theatre des 
Champs Elysees now glad he took 
a plunge in contracting the Vien- 
nese Opera. Seats are now at a 
premium, 


Rome 
By Helen McGill Tubbs 


J. B. Nathan, Paramount Conti- | 
nental manager, in from Paris. | 


“Man on the Eiffel Tower” at the 


al hotel, Tampa, with Sophie Tuck- | tel! 


London 


Rex Ramer leaving for a tour of 
U. S. and British colonies on con- 
clusion of current date at the Baga- 


elle. 

Cecil Madden and Ronald Wald- 
man confirmed as heads of chil- 
dren’s program and light enter- 
tainment on British TV. 

Susan Shaw takes over the lead 
in “Peter Pan” from Margaret 
Lockwood when.the show goes on 
Hg road starting at Leeds March 
12. 

Pat Hillyard leaving on a three 
months tour of America for the 
British Broadcasting Corp., to 
study light entertainment on radio 
and TV. 


producing a new quartet of 
Maugham stories, is filming the 
introduction in the author’s Rivi- 
| era villa. 

Megs Jenkins scored a personal 
triumph in the revival of “The 
Late Christopher Bean,” presented 
by Molly May for two-week season 
at the Embassy. 

Bernard Delfont arranging ex- 
tended tour for ‘“Frou-Frou,” 
which tried out successfully at the 
New Lindsey Theatre Ciub with 
i Jean Kent starred. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Stephen Radkoff goes right from 
“Detective Story” 
|into “The Wedding.” 
| Diana Lynn, Jesse White and 
Bonzo here for p.a.’s with “Bedtime 
for Bonzo” at Fulton. 
Bob Hickey in ahead of “Ice 
Follies” and Ed Lurie here drum- 
beating for “Steel Helmet.” 








Anthony Darnborough, who is 
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ducer Mauricio de la Serna who 
has him under contract for a year. 

“The Sweet Enemy,” new play 
by French author Andre Paul 
Antoine will be presented in Spain 
by Jose Subira. Star role goes to 
Italian film and legit player Osval- 
do Genazzani. 


Berlin 
By Bill Conlan 


Abraxas Ballet doing okay in the 
Western zone. ra 

Tino Rossi to appear at Titania 
Palast on Sunday (4). . 

Students in Regensburg rioted 
|over the banning of “The Sin- 
ner.’ 

Sportscaster Jim Britt and Mu- 
itual commentator Cedric Foster in 
town. 

Bill McClure, Warners-Pathe 
chief, transferring headquarters to 
Bad Homburg. 

Cecile Aubry and Hans Albers to 
start work soon on “Bluebeard’s 
| Wives,” in Munich. 

Silvano Mangano will appear in 
Berlin during the International 
Film Festival this June. 

Jose Iturbi cancelled his ap- 
pearance at Titania at last minute 
— of transportation difficul- 

ies. 

Illinois Jacquet will appear at 
the Korsor late this menth with 
$2,000 guarantee for three per- 
formances. 

Ed Haaker leaving Berlin. New 
assignment will be either Frank- 








at Playhouse | furt or Paris for National Broad-' 


| casting Co. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 
Phil Reagan amongst week’s 


| Ralph Kiner has a teevee show | Visitors. 


set with a local baking company 
| just as soon as baseball season 
| begins. 


| Marilyn Murray, who was snow- | 


'ed out at Carousel in November, 
is filling her commitment there 
| this week. 


comes to Syria Mosque Saturday 
(3) for afternoon and evening per- 
formances. 

Mildred White, secretary to Moe 
Silver, WB zone manager, 
resigned to take a job at the Car- 
negie EKibrary. 

Bert Stearn made the Miami 
front pages when his apartment 





| 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo | 


has | 


| Nat “King” 
Uline Arena 
| Sunday night. 
Revival of Moliere’s ‘School for 
Wives” current at Arena, town’s 
resident theatre-in-the-round. 
Leopold Stokowskis ehecked in 
over weekend to prep for the mae- 


Cole headlined a 
jam session past 


stro’s p.a. with the National Sym- | 


phony tonight (28). 

“Othello” opening at Catholic U 
|\Friday night (2) with Alan 
Schneider directing and Leo 
(“Edge of Doom”) Brady starring. 

RCA Victor and local disk deal- 





ers donating first three weeks’ | 


profits from sale of Margaret Tru- 


Hollywood 
Al Horwits laid up with flu. 
Macdonald Carey bedded with 


u. 

Marvin Schenck vacationing in 
Hot Springs. 

Joe Pasternak to Sun Valley for 
a two-week siesta. 

Van Johnson returned from a 
vacation in Acapulco. 

Penny Singleton to Milwaukee 
to start a vaude tour. 

Spyros Skouras in from N. Y. to 
ogle new product at 20th-Fox. 

Herbert Silverberg in town after 
three weeks in N. Y. and Paris. 

Bill (Hopalong) Boyd recuperate 
ing from a throat ailment in Phoe- 





nix. 

| Friars Club tpssing a testimonial 
|dinner for Dean Martin and Jerry 
| Lewis. 

| Ben Irwin joined the Cleary. 
Strauss public relations agency ag 
a partner. 

| Lloyd Douglas left an estate of 
i “more than $100,000” to his two 
daughters. 

| Helen Hayes due in town March 
| 5 to start work in “My Son John” 
| at Paramount. 

| Bing Crosby home from the 
| hospital to recuperate after a 
| kidney operation. 

| Armand Schaefer returned from 
a deep sea fishing vacation at 
| Guaymas, Mexico. 

| Cecil B. DeMille’s son, Dick, is 
writing scripts for the Hubbard 
| Dianetic Foundation. 

Virginia Mayo knocked out by 
flu while playing in ‘Painting the 
| Clouds with Sunshine.” 

Broderick Crawford elected to 
the board of governors of the 

Hollywood Athletic Club. 
| Joe Pasternak will receive the 
annual Heart of Gold Award from 
i the Mt. Sinai Men’s Club. 

Gordon Goodloe checked out of 
the United Artists Theatre circuit 
to return to the Air Force. 

' Keenan Wynn to the Travis Air 
Base to entertain veterans of the 

| Korean war for the sixth time. 

| Richard Widmark and Dana Ane 

| drews bedded as a result of undere 

| water scenes in “The Frogmen.” 


| Fred Quimby hosted members of 
‘the Southern California Motion 
| Picture Council on the Metro lot. 
| Ellis Arnall in town for the 
imeeting of the Society of Inde- 
| pendent Motion Picture Producers. 
| Dore Schary delivered an ad- 
|dress on modern films at the 


Arcoboleno in the French version. | down there was burgled to the|man’s new album of ‘American | College of the Pacific’s Centennial 


The Anna Magnani film, “Red 
Shirts,” locationing in San Marino. 
“Miracle in Milan,” latest De- 


Eduardo Cianelli signed for 
|Italian film, “It’s Love That Ruins 


femme apparel and souvenir shop | Me.” 


in San Juan, Puerto Rico. She 


Len Smith, of the London com- 


came down for a visit with her! pany of “Mr. Roberts,” here from 


Navy husband and has stayed two 


years already. | 


Bobby Driscoll, accompanied by 
his mother, returned to the Coast 
Sunday (25) after guesting on Ken 


Paris. 
| French chanteuse, Genevieve 
|Guitry, appearing at Open Gate 
Club. 
' Orson Welles vacationing for a 


|tune of $10,000. 

Howard Newman won't be back 
| this year aS summer opera com- 
| pany’s p.a., he’s staying with “Kiss 
| Me, Kate” on tour. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 
Nuts Bros. into Curly’s niterie. 
Taxi strike hurting local nitery 
business. 
Herbie Fields returning to St. 





Murray’s CBS-TV show Saturday few days before starting work on a Paul Flame nitery. 


(24:. Moppet star did a 
scene from his recent RKO-Disney 
release, “Treasure Island.” 

Harold Shaw, 
John Terrell’s Music Circus, hand- 
ed a representation contract for 
Florida and Georgia for NCAC’s 
special features department last 
week, the same day he left Mt. 
Sinai Hospital after a minor op- 
eration. 

Jean Sablon tape-records his 
radio series in his Hotel Plaza 
suite. The machine is so sensitive 
that one show picked up back- 
ground conversation from three 
women in a nextdoor apartment 
who, the engineer thought, would 
not disturb the tape. 


film to be made entirely in Italy. 
, Tenor Beniamino Gigli forced 
out of opera, ‘‘Amico Fritz,” in 


.second act. 


Frankfurt 


By George F. Gaal 

Actress Hilde Krahl injured in 
auto accident. 

Cecile Aubrey shooting “Blue- 
bird” in Munich. 

RKO celebrated its first year of 
operation in Germany. 
| Martha Eggerth skedded for 


Germany tour in March. 
i Eagle Lion moving its Germany 


| University of Minnesota Theatre 
| offering “Dr. Faustus.” 
|. Ballet Theatre at Northrop Audi- 


treasurer of St. Naples, when taken ill after the | torium Feb. 28-March 1. 


Annual Shriners’ Indoor Circus 
at Auditorium, March 10. 

Hotel’ Radisson Flame Room 
holding over Georgie Goebels. 

“A Murder Has Been Arranged” 
‘underlined for Edyth Bush Little 
| Theatre. 

John Montague beating drums 
| for “Mister Roberts,” due at Ly- 
/ceum March 11. 
| Minneapolis Symphony orchestra 
| back from mid-winter tour and 
| resuming concerts here. 
| Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace 
has Will Mahoney with Nancy 


Marian Squire being sought by headquarters here from Hamburg. | Sheldon and Laurette & Clymas. 


attorney David R. Rosenwald, Na- 
tional Bank Bldg., Philly, for some- 
thing that “will be to her advan- 
tage.” A Marian Squire once did 
femme interviews for VaRtETy; her 
sister is Luise Squire (formerly (& 


Harry Lang), last residing in Holly- | 


wood. 

Ned_ Schuyler, co-entrepreneur 
with Murray Weinger of Miami 
Beach's Copa City, in town to 
ready Josephine’ Baker’s dual 
preem at the Broadway Strand and 
Mente Proser’s new Cafe-Theatre 
(former Paradise). Miss Baker also 
slated to reopen the Waldorf’s 
Wedgwood Room next fall. 


Miami Beach 


By Lary Solloway 
Carl Ravazza 
Room of San Souci. 
Frank Farrell, columnist,’ 
town for Kiwanis Club affair. 
Dean Murphy 
Normandy Isle between bookings. 





into Blue Sails 


back home. on' 


Gustav Gruendgens quit man- 
/agement of Duesseldorf State The- 
_atre. 
| 20th-Fox’s Anatole Litvak pro- 
_duction, “Decision Before Dawn,” 
| now in cutting room at Munich 
studios. 


Allies’ UFA Liquidation Commit- | 


_tee ratified auction sale of two 
,UFA oldies to Hamburg distrib, 
Stern Verleih. 

Warner’s “Dallas” and “Glass 
Menagerie,” “For Heaven’s Sake” 
(20th) and ‘Southside 
(Mono), are latest releases on 
Army’s circuit. 


Chicago 


Madrid 


By Geeno Garr 


Antonio Amaya and company 
‘touring the Balearic Islands. 
Alfredo Royo, young singer gui- 
tarist, set to work in Paris niteries. 
Chantosee Carmen Murillo back 
from North Africa for local nitery 
dates. 
| Producer Cesareo Gonzales went 





1-1000” to Rome on a deal to produce a 


| pic there. 

Guitarrist Carlos Flores, back 
from a tour of North Africa, due 
to leave for France soon. 

Club Castello, newest nitery, has 


Bill Doll in ahead of “peter | French accordionist Jean Freber 
| Pan.” 


“Borscht Capades” 
Blackstone, April 23. 


set for the 


in. Mario Lanza set for concert at 


_ Orchestra Hall, April 7. 
Sara Bettis, formerly with 
'“Lend An Ear,” in for radio and 


John Boles playing one week teevee dates, 


date at Saxony hotel’s Shell-I-Mar | 


Room. 


Jack Benny returns to home- 


| town, Waukegan, March 21, to Play | 
The Jacobs family (Lord Tarle-, benefit for Leo N. Levi Memorial ; Torres, with a troupe of 20 danc-| 


ton) dickering to buy the Kenil-' Hospital in Hot Springs. 


worth. 


Don DeFore, lead in “Mike Mc- 


Toni Arden added to Clover Cauley”’ which folded here, planed 


Club show. Jackie Miles and Vaga- 
bonds hold over. 
Mariom Harris, ‘Jr.; a ‘click at 


back to the Coast 
“The Stooge” 
‘ Lewis film, 


for role in 
new Martin & 


and Arab singer Emilio El Moro. 
Tenor Luis Mariano, at present 
t- Canada, set to give recitals in 
| Spain before appearing in a new 
| Operetta in Paris this spring. 
French director Henri Decoin, 
, here for preem of his “Three 
| Telegrams,” discussing production 
of a Franco-Spanish pic in a Ma- 
drid studio. 
Dancers 


ers, singers and musicians, made 
|their bow at the Albeniz prior to 
a tour abroad. 


Argentine film star Arturo de | 


Cordoba due here in April to start 
| work on first of four pix for pro- 


Marife and Alberto! R 


|songs to the National Symphony 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 
Red Ingle due at Empire, Glas- 
gow in Mareh. 
Logan Family resume strawhat 
stint in Glasgow June 4. 
Princess Margaret to open Arts 
oe of Drama at Perth May 


Molly Weir, Scots actress, read- 
ing poetry on a British Broadcast- 
| ing Co. program. 

| Stanley Baxter, up-coming come- 
| dian, will join Robert Wilson on 
,tour of Scots towns and villages 
| this summer. 

Miriam Yoron, 21-year-old re- 
cently elected “Miss Israel’ from 
3,000 contestants in Tel Aviv, to 
Glasgow for Jewish Arts Festival. 

Popular Glasgow theatre, the 
Metropole, turns to legit with pro- 
duction of two plays, “The Gor- 
| bals Story” and “Common Prop- 


erty.” 
Lisbon 


By Lewis Garyo 

| A Portuguese revue company is 
under contract to appear at the 
Teatro Lope de Vega, Madrid, 
April 3. 

Two Spanish revue troupes are 
scheduled to make their bow here 
sometime in April if the govern- 
-ment will give an okay. 


Nearly 111 actors and 103 ac- 
| tresses and about 500 other thea- 
|tre workers are unemployed with 
the closing of many shows after 
Carnival. 

RKO will showcase some of the 
product slated for the Politeama 
at the 1,700-seat Capitolio starting 
with “She Wore a Yellow Ribbon,” 
John Wayne starrer. 

Spanish dancers Rosario and 
Antonio under contract for 10 per- 
formances at the S. Carlos Opera 
house for a $10,000 fee. Prices 
have been upped to $3. 


Barcelona 


By Joaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 


Legit author Luis Elias a hit with 
his play, “Bala Perduda” at the 
omea. 

_Emporium nitery has French 
singer Muriel, Hermanas Madrid 
and Ballet Montenegro. 

New dancing team of Teresa and 
Antonio Jaen to Palma Mallorca 
for a short season before going 
abroad, ‘' > a 














' Drama Celebration. 

Humphrey Bogart and Lauren 
Bacall will sail on the Liberte 
from N. Y. March 14, en route to 
England and Africa. 

Judy Garland tossing a party for 
| Hollywood's foreign corresponds 
| ents next week as a prelude to her 
‘London Palladium engagement. 


Nassau, Bahamas 


By Ralph Lycett 

Lillian Gish in from New York 
(25) to play ‘“‘Miss Mabel” at Bae 
hama Playhouse week of March 5. 

Virgil Fox, guesting with friends 
here, gave organ recital at Christ 
Church Cathedral for local Red 
Cross benefit Feb. 25. 

Marta Linden, Betty Caulfield 
and mother, Mrs. Henry R. Caul- 
field, back to New York after en- 
gagement at Bahama Playhouse. 

Romney Brent arrived this week 
to be resident director for balance 
of Bahama Playhouse season. He 
ey will play role in ‘Miss Ma- 

e ” 


“For Love Or Money,” with 
John Loder and Betty Caulfield, 
closed after week’s engagement at 
Bahama Playhouse. Drew best biz 
at Playhouse so far this season. 
| John Loder and Mrs. Loder 
‘guests of Lord and Lady Garth- 
| waite at Hobby Horse Hall (Feb. 
23) when British Colonial cups 
were presented to race winner. 


Philadelnhia 


By Jerry Gaghan _ 

Bob Corson, co-owner of Ciro's, 
has been named the first president 
/of the Cafe Owners Assn. 
| Realty interests are trying to 
persuade State Department offis 
cials to set up “Voice of America 
headquarters here. 

Edward R. Murrow, news come 
mentator, received an honorary des 
gree of Doctor of Journalism from 
Temple University. 

Danny Montgomery, nitery em- 
cee, has switched to radio and i$ 
now a staff member of WPWA, 
Chester, working on five shows 
weekly. t 

Frederic R. Mann, president 0 
Robin Hood Dell, has launched a 
drive to enlist 1,000 “Friends 0 
the Dell.” Each “friend” chips 1 
$100, which entitles donor to two 
seats for each performance. h 

Ronnie Graham, currently at the 
Rendezvous and rehearsing the _ 
sical, “It’s About Time,” is wr! . 
ing the score for another musicals 
the book for which is by Lee oy 
Ruark, syitdicated news columnis 
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MARGARET MAYO — 

Margaret Mayo, 68, playwright, 
who wrote the comedy hits, “Baby 
Mine,” “Twin Beds” and “Polly of 
the Circus,” died in Ossining, N.Y., 
| Feb, 25 

Born on a farm near Browns- 
ville, IIL, her name originally was 
Lillian Slatten, which she changed 
to Mayo with her first job as an 
actress. Before going far on the 
stage, however, she tried a youth- 
ful fing as a playwright and made 
a play out of Ouida’s “Under Two 
Flags.” 

\liss Mayo’s acting career was 
| prief. A note to Alf Hayman, the 

producer, brought her a part she 
described as ‘‘a degree above an 
off-stage voice” at the end of the 

second act of “Thoroughbred” at 
Garrick Theatre. She 
then in her teens. She toured in 
“Charley’s Aunt” and “Secret 
Service” and, in 1899, acted Susan 
in “Because She Loved Him So” 


| the 


at Hoyt’s Madison Square Theatre. | 


After a tour in “Arizona” Miss 
Mayo played Polly in “Pretty 
Peggy.” with Grace George, at the 


and then retired from the stage to 

devote herself to playwriting. 
Besides ‘“‘Under Two Flags,” she 

wrote two other plays based on 


riage of William Ashe.” 
among her stage works are “His 
Bridal Night,” in collaboration with 
laurence Rising; “The Wall Street 
Girl,” which she wrote with her 
husband, the late Edgar Selwyn, 
from whom she was subsequently 
divoreed. 

Besides her plays, Miss Mayo 
wrote scenarios for the screen, 
supplying some of the early scripts 
for the Goldwyn Motion Picture 
Co. 





CYRIL MAUDE 

Cyril Maude, 88, retired British 
actor-manager, died in Torquay, 
England, Feb. 20. 

Probably his most famous role 
was in “Grumpy,” which delighted 
two continents. He played the 
part 1,300 times and also appeared 
in the screen version. 





Lynne’’—the legendary stock trad- 
edy of the gaslight era—in 1884 in 
Denver, and a final appearance in 
a character part in a 1950 film, 
Maude had appeared in more than 
100 plays and motion pictures. 

His daughter, Margery, now 
Mrs. Joseph W. Burden of New 
York, is appearing here in “The 
High Ground.” 

In 1932, Maude returned to the 
London stage in the farce, “Once a 
lHiusband,’ and appeared _ there 
again the next year in “Cabbages 
and Kings.” A vear later he made 
a second film, “Orders Is Orders.” 

in his final appearance, last 
year, in the British film ‘While 
the Sun Shines,” he played a brief 
character role, supporting Ronald 
Howard, whose father, the late 
leslie Howard, had spent part of 
his acting apprenticeship in 
M-ude’s troupe, 

Mr. Maude’s first wife, the for- 
mer Winifred Emery, an actress, 
died in 1924. In 1927, he married 
Mrs. P. H. Trew, widow of Harry 





Trew. 





BEN H. ATWELL 


Ben H. Atwell, 74, retired opera . 


and legit publicist, died in Los 
Angeles Feb. 21. Although of the 
same era as Harry Reichenbach 
and Walter Kingsley, who had been 
noted as stunt publicists, Atweil 


worked along more conservative | 


lines in publicizing his attractions 
and stars, among whom were Al 
Jolson, Eleanore Duse, Pavlowa, 
Mordkin, among others. 

Atwell 


Chicago before 
publicity field in 1910. For many 


years he directed publicity for the | 


Chicago Civic Onera. He also was 
associated with the Shuberts. 

In 1942 he retired and went to 

los Angeles to live. 
In his heyday on Broadway he 
was one of the most colorful press 
agents, easily recognized by a bow 
tie of filmy crepe, a gold-headed 
aad cane and a soft, black fedora 
lat, 

Atwell was a member of The 
Lambs and The Silurians. His wife, 
Marcella Albus, soprano, died in 
1937. Three brothers survive. 





ALFRED GRUENWALD 
Alfred Gruenwald, 67, Viennese 
librettist and playwright, who had 
lived in the U. S. since 1940, died 
he 24 at his home in Forest Hills, 


Crvuenwald contributed to many 
Op... ilas, including two by Franz 


Lehar, “Ideal, Wife” and “The, known to those in radio and .tele-— nua]. Movie Awards. An, accolade. 


was | 


Herald Square Theatre, in 1903, ' 


| 
Between his first fledgling ap-,| 
pearance in a minor role in “East | 


was born in Syracuse, 
N. Y. He was a newspaper man in. 
he entered the’ 


OBITUARIES 


Tango Queen.” He was also a 
| Newspaper drama critic. 

Among the operettas produced 
_in the U. S., of which he was the 
‘author or on which he collabo- 
rated, were: 


' “Countess 


Maritza,” the _ best 


known, for which Emmerich Kal-. 


‘man wrote the music in 1926; 
“Yankee Princess”; “The Last 
Waltz’; “The Rose of Stambul”; 
“The Girl From. Brazil’; “The 
Lady In Red,” and “The Duchess 
of Chicago.” 

A comedy by Gruenwald, ‘“Danc- 
ing Partner,’ was 
David Belasco. 

He leaves his wife, a daughter 
and a son. 





LEON E. FRANCONI-NIEF 
Leon E. Franconi-Nief, 83, an 


early producer and writer in the 
motion picture industry and one of 
the first editors of newsreels, died 
at White Plains, N. Y., Feb. 20. 
Born in San Francisco, he dis- 


‘cisco earthquake and soon after- 
‘ward joined Pathe Freres. 
Inspired by a film of President 
Taft’s inauguration, Franconi- 
Nief helped induce the Pathe con- 
cern to distribute newsreels period- 
ically. As editor of — news- 


\reels, he shaped a policy that was 
books, “The Junge” and “The Mar- | 
Also | 


followed for many years, 

After leaving Pathe in 1933, he 
worked for Castle Films until his 
retirement in 1937. 

He leaves his wife, a son, and 
three daughters. 





MARTINA TRAPP DUPIRE 


Mrs. Martina Trapp Dupire, 28, | 


one of the Trapp Family, singers, 
died Feb. 25 at Burlington, Vt. 
She sang first alto with the group. 


After coming to the U. S. from; 


"Germany in 1938 the Trapp Family 
/appeared in more than 1,000 con- 
certs of religious and folk music. 
Group lived at Stowe, Vt., where 
Mrs. Dupire resided with her hus- 
band, Jean, a horticulturist. 

Surviving besides her husband 
are her stepmother, Mrs. Maria 
Trapp; four sisters and two 
brothers. 





LE ROI a 
LeRoy McCafferty, 62, magician 


and manufacturer of illusions for 
magicians, died at Meriden, Conn., | 


Feb. 21. 
vaude a generation ago, he had 
been known professionally as Le 
Roi. 

McCafferty was aided in_ his 
manufacturing by one of the most 
complete magical libraries ever as- 
sembled. Many of the volumes 
have long been out of print. — 

He was a member of the Society 
of American Magicians. Survived 
by wife. 


MABEL RUSSELL LEONARD 

Mabel Russell (Leonard), 72, for- 
mer vaude comedienne and widow 
of Eddie Leonard, minstrel and 
yesteryear vaude headliner, died in 
New York Feb. 22. 

Miss Russell had done a comedy 
singing act on the top circuits for 
several years before her marriage, 
after which she was teamed in an 
act with her husband. Latter died 
about 10 years ago and since then 
she had been employed as chil- 
dren’s matron at the RKO &8lst 
street theatre, N. Y. 


ELLIOT LESTER_ 
Elliot Lester, 57, playwright and 
teacher. died Feb. 23 at his home 
in Wyncote, Pa. 
Lester was the author of three 
/plays —“The Mud Turtle,” “Take 
My Advice” and “Two Seconds,’ 








a film. He spent a sabbatical year 
‘in Hollywood in 1928, as a scripter 
for 20th Century-Fox. 

His wife, son and daughter 
survive. 





ALFRED D. BRICK 


visor of Fox Movietone News, died 


in San Francisco, Feb. 27, follow- | 


ing brain surgery. 

With Movietone 28 years, he had 
been on the Coast for 19 years and 
was in Hawaii at time of sneak at- 
tack on Pearl Harbor. Lensed all 
footage used in newsreels at that 
time. Wife and daughter survive. 


FINA MONTJOIE 





soprano with the Paris Opera as 


Fina Montioie, died in Washing- 


ton, Feb. 24. 





| Mrs. Lyla Thomas, 65, mother- 
in-law of Red Barber, CBS sports| 


produced by) 


tributed pictures of the San Fran- | 


Before retiring from | 5 WGN-TV director. 


the last of which was made into. 


Alfred D. Brick, 60, Coast super- 


died in Dumont, N. J., Feb. 26. | field, O., whose Chakeres Theatres, 
Surviving are Mrs. Idella Kampf,! Inc., operates some 49 houses in 
day program supervisor of the Mu- | Prize was 


‘ Us| Ohio and Kentucky. 
tual Broadcasting System, and | ,; ; ; “ ; 
three other daughters. ’ | Siven him to symbolize the ‘“‘show- 


;manship and community service of 
20,000 theatremen throughout the 
_ 








Blagoe Stephanoff, 60, makeup 
| artist for Samuel Goldwyn Pro- 
ductions for 20 years, was burned | 
'to death Feb. 21 in a fire in his 
‘Hollywood apartment. 


Distinction handed Chakeres 
marks the first time that Look has 
| made an exhibitor award. By add- 
| ing such a prize, the mag points 
| Wife of Phil DeIvernois, head of out, attention is focused on the 
‘sound department for WB 
Pittsburgh zone, died at her home| picture industry in communities 
| there on Feb. 18. across the country. Laurel is made 

om ; iat a, | “in recognition of the great con- 
Milton Bailie, projectionist who tribution of the exhibitor to the 
Pittsburgh, for 22 years, died at | whole pattern, of the motion plc- 

; , , ure industry. 
his home there on Feb. 21. | Working with the 34 tents of the 
' Variety Clubs, Look sought nomi- 
olice at RKO for a quarter cen- nations of “outstanding theatre- 
som died Feb. 19 in Wilner, Cal., Owners and managers.” Out of 
| |some 70 exhibs nominated, Chake- 
| | res was selected. Mag stated that 


MARRIAGES ‘it hopes to make the exhib award 


Berbera Bernstein to Marshall | * regular part of its Annual Movie 


; ,. | Awards. 
Robbins, Feb. 25, Los Angeles. He’s | . : , : 
son of Jack Robbins, head of J. J. For her performance in 20th 


: : - »:p,, Fox’s “All About Eve” Bette Davis 
ia cone mune puritans | cas named “actress of the year.” 


Lila Leeds to Dean McCollum, James Stewart was chosen “actor of 


. : hei the year,” while Gloria Swanson 
Chicago, Feb. 17. Bride is singer copped a “special award” for her 











Edward J. Donnelly, 85, chief of 





Se film actress; he’s a film comeback (“Sunset  Boule- | 
Trud L —_ a ivard”). Darryl Zanuck, 20th-Fox | 
' Chicago, Feb. 19. aa ‘ie an | Production chief, won an “all-in- 
‘actress: he’s violinist with Frank dustry achievement award” for his 

: : ‘contributions to the screen in 1950. 


York orch. 

| Marjorie Marlowe to Russ Reed, 
Chicago, Feb. 23. Both are thes- 
pers. 

| Elaine Gaetani to Bob Newhook, 
Boston, Feb. 24. Bride is secretary 
ito theatre operator E. M. Loew; 


Other winners include Judy Hol- 
liday, ‘“‘most promising newcomer 
(female);” Marlon Brando, “most 
promising newcomer ‘male);” Jose- 
phine Hull, ‘best supporting role 
(female);” Arthur Kennedy, “best 


ses se *s Boston Supporting role (male);” Stanley 
fil geet Lee) oe Kramer, “best producer;” Joseph 
Sistete Sclanen te Melvin Mankiewicz, “best writer-director”; 


Robert Surtees, “best cameraman,” 
‘and Walt Disney, a “special 10- 
year award.” 


Breines, New York, Feb. 17. Groom 
is with Rogowski Press, VARIETY 
| printery. 








Foreign Press Polls 
Hollywood. Feb. 27. 

| BIRTHS Poll conducted by the Foreign 
| Mr. and Mrs, James Duffy, son, pyess Assn. disclosed that Holly- 
Chicago, Feb. 21. Father is with \ooq stars hold 10 top spots among 
|Chi ABC publicity dept. |the world’s favorite male thesps 
| Mr. and Mrs. Dudley Murphy, and nine out of 10 in the femme di- 
|daughter, Santa Monica, Feb. 16. vision. The survey covered 900 
— 1S — go Ferrie, eWsPapers, magazines and radio 

r. an rs. rie, : a 
teamter, Sen Aneiie, Ved. . |S in 50 countries. 
oan eee and newscas- tion followed in order by Alan 
ae n Gavron to Chalmers | 4244 Clark Gable, Gary Cooper, 

ly Chi Feb. 17. He's Errol Flynn, Tyrone Power, Bing 
Marquis, 1cago, . a Crosby, Cary Grant, Charles Boyer 
and Gene Kelly. Jane Wyman leads 
the gals, trailed by Ingrid Berg- 
man, Esther Williams, Rita Hay- 
worth, June Allyson, Greer Gar- 
son, Bette Davis, Loretta Young, 
Maria Felix and Jean Simmons. 


| Beverly Moore to Charles Boyd, 
| Las Vegas, Feb. 19. He’s a screen 
| actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mare Newman, | 
daughter, Santa Monica, Feb. 18.) 
Father is a Hollywood talent agent. | 


' Mr. and Mrs. Frank Davis, son, | | 

















Hollywood, Feb. 22. . Father is a Radio Followup | 


screen writer. 
Continued from page 35 





i Mr. and Mrs. Red Norvo, son, 
‘Santa Monica, Feb. 18. Father is 





a bandleader. _ femcee. Both are pretty handy 
| Mr. and Mrs. Norman Mervis, when delivering epithets on a high | 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Feb. 13. mental level. Sequence was prob-. 


Father’s with Mervis Bros. theatre’ ably one of the best of its kind on 
circuit. ‘the series. 

' Mr. and Mrs. Bob Powell, son, | Further comedy was offered by 
‘Pittsburgh, Feb. 20. Father’s an Haley; who wound up with a tune 
/announcer at KDKA. of the Gaelic collection in Holly- 
' Mr. and Mrs. Fred Serrao,, Wood. Olsen & Johnson were also 
‘daughter, Pittsburgh, Feb. 18., 0M hand, but there wasn’t anything 
'Father’s a theatre owner there. (funny to be gleaned from their 


| Mr. and Mrs. Greay Johnson,  Prief, moments. 


. “a , Other highspots in the display 
faughter, Santa, Monica, Feb. 21. were the Uta Hagen-Paul, Kelly 


Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Albert, son enactment of a scene from “Coun-— 


try Girl” and Robert Merrill’s ren- 
dition of “Di Provenzo” from ‘La 
Traviata.” Merrill was a last min- 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. Mother is 
Margo, screen actress; father is a 
film player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Roman, 
son, New York, Feb. 25. Father is 
‘manager of Columbia Pictures 
pressbook dept. | 

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Mann, son, 
Feb. 24, in New York. Father 
staged “Rose Tattoo,” currently at 
the Martin Beck, N. Y., and other 
legits; mother is the former legit- 


| film actress Kathleen Williams. 


and apparently, all traces of Mei- 
ton in the script weren't elim- 
inated. The references to Melton’s 
antique car collection were left 
intact. Jose. 








Ken Murray | 


to reject the program even after 
the ISHAA said it was okay. 

“We feel that if a program is 
| bought and paid for by a beer 
; ‘company, it is beer advertising. 
British pic of 1950 and “The Un- Therefore our taking the show 
| defeated” (British) was voted top without commercials would not be 
| documentary. 
| Special certificates of merit were agreement with the ITIHSAA,” 
‘issued to Charles Chaplin and William Kiley, sales manager of 








Continued from page 26 








British ‘Oscars’ 


‘Lae Continued from page 2- 








Lewis Milestone for their reissues the station, said. When asked if he . 


lof “City Lights’ and “All Quiet on would confer with the ISHAA head 


Josephine Servais, 68, who sang Western Front,” respectively. J.,in an attempt to bring their view 


‘Arthur Rank also collected two of. in line, Kiley replied; “Not for the 
these certificates for “This Modern purpose of a newspaper story.” 

‘ Age” and for children’s entertain-| WFBM-TV planned to run the 
ment films. /DuMont kine of “Cavaleade of 
| ' Bands” in place of the show. 
Exhib Honored Hoosiers were perplexed as to 





vision fields as Mother Grindley,’ went to Phil Chakeres of Spring- | 


in; men and women who represent the | 


Gregory Peck tops the male sec- | 


ute susbstitute for James -Melton, | 


» tickets.” 
would usually be a bushel of green 


in keeping with the spirit of our | 


,their backs on anyone. 


director, died Feb. 24 in Jackson- | 


ville, Fla. She was struck by a car Long neglected when film laurels why the station, which runs few 


: are passed out, the exhibition end live network shows and a great 
= aa oe Te 6 Oe of the industry came into its own many kines, would not run the 
— : vesterday ‘Tues.) when Look mag program after the ISHAA had 


given it a favorable-“non-commer- 
cial-nod.” 


Mrs. Anne 0. Grindléy, 80, announced winners of its 10th An- 








Show Boats 


Continued from page 1 


deckhand all we had to do was 
blow the whistle and they would 
come running over the hill like 
seven-year locusts and were only 
too glad to work for $1 a day, three 
good meals and a-_ comfortable 
room. But times have changed and 
this same deckhand, in the Pitts- 
burgh district, now gets $17.74 a 
day; works 10 days and is off five. 
And as a riverman, I would say in 
the Pittsburgh pools, he earns his 
money. 

As competition and lack of in- 
terest became keener on the river, 
some of the Showboat’ managers 
turned to royalty plays to improve 
their business. I will never forget 
my first trip to New York when my 
friend, the late Geo. M. Cohan, 








‘gave me free royalties to all his 


plays. I selected “Broadway Jones,” 
a straight comedy that I turned 
into a musical and sent Cohan 
some of the billing. He immediately 
copied my.idea and also made 


| “Broadway Jones” into a musical. 
| He called it “Billie,” after me, and 
| Starred Polly Walker in the show. 
‘This paragraph could easily 


be 
titled “Cast a play upon the 
waters.” We never leaned much 
towards royalty plays because their 
success depended largely upon 
good acting—something the Bry- 
ants knew absolutely nothing 
about. 
Lily Pons’ Showboat ‘Date’ 

I remember one time we were 
playing Charleston, W. Va., and it 
looked bad for business that night. 
In fact, we didn’t expect to show 
when, up the gangplank, strolled 
a dark-eyed beauty who was none 
other than Lily Pons, and as soon 
as she went inside the boat I 
grabbed a megaphone and ran up- 
town screaming that Lily Pons, the 
opera star, would appear in person 
upon the boat that night. And did 
She pack them in? They even 
lined up on the outside guards to 
look in the windows at—Lily Pons, 
Vincent Lopez, James Melton, Jack 
Norworth, Tallulah Bankhead and 
others have helped us out many 
times in this same manner. 

One night we were plaving a lit- 
tle cowpath landing on the upper 
Kanawha river when a small bald- 
headed man laid two indian clubs 
in the ticket office window and 
asked: “Can vou use m.. partner 
and I? I juggle these things and 
he smokes cigars.” It was the late 
Gus Hill and Joe Laurie, Jr. I 
never did learn where Joe and Gus 
came fron, or how they got there. 

We were all excited when Mike 
Todd asked me to build a showboat 
that he promised to take to New 
York with a Broadway cast. But, 
as usual, Mike wanted the boat so 
big it wouldn't go under the 
bridges. : 

There are no better show-goers 
in the world than the American 
farmer yet they are no different 
than the New York theatre audi- 
ence. Both are like a white leg- 
horn hen; if you treat them kindly 
and with consideration, they will 
lay the year around. Almost once 
or twice a week, when showing in 
the farming country, a woman fol- 
lowed by a large family would 
move timidly to the ticket window 
and say: “Capt. Billy, we’ve had a 
lot of trouble since you were here 
last. Our barn burned down”; or, 
“My husband had an_ operation, 
etc., so we have been awful short 
on cash, but we never have missed 
your show and we've brought along 
a few things that we would like 
to trade in for some complimentary 
Their burnt o‘Tering 


beans. potatoes, eggs, country ham, 
jam and preserves and often a 
priceless roll of country butter 
carefully wrapped in a white damp 
cloth that came direct from a cool 
spring house alongside of the hill. 

There is a more complete story 
than this about the fast disappear- 
ing showboats, so I will close by 
saving it was not the river’s fault 
that we could not onerate our show- 
boat any longer, because the inland 
streams have never yet turned 
Maybe it 
was because we failed to keep 
abreast of the fast-moving times, 
or maybe it was like the old ferry- 
man at Greenup, Ky., once re- 
marked, after the show onc night, 
“That sure was a funny getup you 
hed tonight. My wife laughed un- 
til her sides hurt.” -Then as an 
after-thought he added: “Say, we 
got a fellow up here in our town 
you ought to take with you. He can 
sing and dance and stand on his 
head. He’s a comical cuss and 
would fit right in with your troupe. 


_ ‘He ainjt,got a lick o’ sense.” | 
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In the 11 years that we’ve been 
awarding Copa Bonnets to night- 
life Greats, we’ve been mighty 
particular about who we paste 
in our hat, So along comes a guy 
whose every song is as exciting 
as a kiss in the dark. ... move 


over immortals, make way for... 
















Soon to Be Seen 
STARRING IN 


COLUMBIA PICTURES’ 


SUNNY SIDE OF THE STREET © CARE FISCHER at the Piano 


Thanks Thank You—JULES PODELL, JACK ENTRATTER and your great 











HARRY COHN, JONIE TAPS, DICK QUINE and All staff for six wonderful weeks at the Copacabana, 
the Gang at Columbia Pictures New York, and for those many kind words. 
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TELEVISION POSTS DANGER SIGNS 





Flight From Reds of Famed Budapest 
Stars Into U.S. Zone Real Whodunit 


By JOSEF ISRAELS II i 
Salzburg, March 6. 
The unheralded arrival in Salz- | Margaret Truman Can 


burg last week of Katalin Karady, 
one of Hungary’s most popular mu- 
sical stars, reads like a film script.| The Margaret Truman-NBC con- 
Smuggled over the barbed wire and | tract for her guest appearances on 
land-mined Austro-Hungarian bor-| radio and TV is reportedly signed, 
der, Miss Karady was accompanied | sealed and delivered, but purport- 
on her flight from Red Budapest | edly under restrictive clauses that 
by Oliver Lantos,. Hungary’s top| give her the right to reject or ac- 
crooner—known before compari-| cept any of the shows that are 
sons with “imperialist” artists be-| proffered. 
came unpopular—as “the magyar; At least four of the network’s 
Bing Crosby.” Both fled from what | commercial entries put in a bid for 
they described as “intolerable con- | Miss Truman’s services, but it’s un- 
ditions,” leaving family and all | derstood that thus far she’s turned 
their possessions behind. down all of them. She plans to 
Miss Karady reported to U. S.! confine herself to about half a 
Counter-Intelligence authorities at qozen AM (mostly on the Sunday 
headquarters of U. S. Forces in | “Big Show’’) and TV engagements 
Austria still clad in the torn farm | for balance of the season. 
woman’s clothing in which she '/! 
crossed the frontier. Hands and 











beauties of the Gabor-Massey type, 
rated the blonde Miss Karady as PI Pi h d V 
the best looker yet to come their / t 
way. She was held for some days all | C e S. 
who brought the show biz pair, 
and Miss Karady’s maid, over the 

To appraise the reputation of the question of “blacklisting” in 
Miss Karady, professionally and po- radio and_ television has come up 
be to compare her to, say Mary ing house.” Plan was evolved by 
Martin and Edith Cavell. The latter |the sub-committee of the industry 
gained recognition as a real hero year at the request of the American 
(Continued on page 63) Federation of Radio Artists follow- 


face were badly scratched by ¢ e H 9 
barbed wire. But American DP in- 
terrogators, accustomed to magyar Car ing ouse 
in “protective custody.” But one of 
the professional fugitive smugglers AM TV Bl e 49 
- acklist 
border told some of the background 
of her flight to the West. Industry-wide group looking into 
litically, in Western terms would ‘with a tentative plan for a “clear- 
because, during World War II, she committee which was formed last 
ing the Jean Muir incident. 
Plan calls for persons who feel 





Even the Backstage Help [they may be subject to “blacklist- | 


‘ing” to file statements of explaia- | 


clarification refuting 


Take ’Em or Leave Em 


Have to Wear Tuxedos F or | + nt “subversion” with their 


|'would then go to the American 


FCG SURVEYING 
INDUSTRY ABUSES 


The word’s gone out to the tele- 
vision networks and stations to 
“watch their step.” The campaign 
against below-the-belt TV humor 
| and, to a lesser degree, the inun- 
| dating of programs with overlong 
and trip-hammered commercials, is 
gaining momentum on a aation- 
wide scale. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission is reported sharpening 
| its claws for what many believe to 








be the first concerted move-in on | 


ivideo. In some TV managerial- 
| production circles, anxiety and ap- 
| prehension have taken hold; the 
| boys have been told to “take it 
|easy—before it’s too late.” 

| The blast leveled at TV last week 


who admonished the comics to 
clean up their material before “the 
medium commits suicide,” is only 
one aspect of a growing resent- 
ment throughout the country over 
TV’s current misdemeanors. 

From Washington come reports 
that, while Archbishop Cushing’s 
publicized blast has projected the 
issue into the limelight, actually 
the FCC has been storing up hun- 
'dreds of unpublicized squawks from 
| average viewers who have been 
| writing to the Government agency 
direct. . 

This is a turn of events consid- 

(Continued on pzge 36) 


Flagstad To 
Quit Met Opera 


Kirsten Flagstad, 








-_ 





controversial 
/Opera House this season after a 
10-year absence, probably won’t 
return next year, planning to quit 
opera for good. The 55-year-old 
singer, recognized as the world’s 


by Boston’s Archbishop Cushing, | 


figure who returned to the Met | 








On Coast; ‘Lolly 


ABC Going Into TV Film Production 


Parsons to Tee Off 


+ 





WJZ, Cole Porter Talk 
Disk Jockey Stint 


WJZ, ABC’s New York key sta- 
ition, is negotiating with Cole Par- 
| ter for a cross-the-board disk jockey 
stanza. Show would have the com- 
poser spin records of his own tunes 
| as well as other platters. Ray Diaz 
‘is handling the deal for WJZ. 


| Auditioning of a disk show for 
| Frankie and Nan Grey Laine has 
|been held up because of Mrs. 
| Laine’s illness. Audition will be 
| made shortly on the Coast when 
| Laine returns to his Encino, Cal., 
| home. 








Pix Increasingly 


‘Look to Tele For 


New Personalities 


Major film producers, no longer 
eyeing television as a show busi- 


more to personalities created by 


Paramount’s 
CBS-TV’s 


office attractions. 
“Molly,” based = on 
“Goldbergs” 
off the parade. 

The latest video name _look- 
ing filmward is Robert Q. Lewis. 





He’s star of CBS-TV’s “Show 
Goes On” program. Ted Ash- l 
ley, Lewis’ personal manager, 


end to huddle on a film deal for 
|the comedian during his summer 
hiatus this year. Sid Caesar and 
, Imogene Coca, principals of NBC- 
TV's “Your Show of Shows,” are 


ness orphan, are turning more and | 


the new medium as possible box- | 


program is leading’ 


. ‘unions, AFRA and Television Au- 
Louis Jouvet ANTA Run thority. Agencies hiring personnel 
~ Montreal, March 6: | Assn. 


leading Wagnerian soprano, finds also up for a major film this sum- 


American tour of Louis Jouvet | 
and his company in Moliere’s | 
“L’Ecole des Femmes,” opening to- | 
morrow (Wed.) at His Majesty's, | 
Montreal, and ending March 29 at 
the ANTA Playhouse, N. Y. (where | 
it opens March 18), has involved | 
elaborate and complicated plans 
on the part of the American Na- 
tional Theatre & Academy, its) 
sponsor. Fact that the trip has of-| 
ficial sanction and financial sup- 
port from the French government 
gives it diplomatic as well as the- 
atrical significance. 

Because it is a French-speaking 
company, not only the company | 
manager, stage manager and others | 
working directly with the produc- | 





tion must be able to speak the lan- |. 


Suage fluently, but wardrobe at- | 
tendants, backstage department’ 
heads, stage-doormen, etc., must 
understand the French version of | 
at least the basic technical stage 
lingo. Thoroughness with whica 
details are being carried out is in- 
dicated by the fact that not -only 
:-he company and house managers, | 
(Continued on page -63) 


of Advertising Agencies, 
which would ask for the statement 
of the individual in question, with- 
out revealing the agency making 
the inquiry. 

Reason for preserving anonym- 
ity of the agency, it’s explained, is 
to protect the performer. The con- 
cept is that if it were known that 
a certain actor is being considered 
for a role and later he is not 
picked, it might make it more dif- 
ficult for him to get other work. 
Ultimately, the argument runs, the 
employer must make the final de- 
cision on who works for him, and 
the statements will give him a 
source of data answering charges 
that may have been leveled at him. 
This tentative plan has the back- 
ing of agency and sponsor reps on 
the sub-committee. The next step 
is for the machinery to be passed 
on by the national boards of AFRA 
and TVA. If the unions accept the 
proposal, it will then be submitted 
to the full committee, which in- 
cludes representation of AAAA, 
ANA, ABC, CBS, NBC, M®S, Du- | 


(Continued on page 55) 





Geom 


opera work too strenuous and 
wants to confine her singing to 
(Continued on page 12) 


All About Little Eva? 


Montevideo, March 6. 

Although “All About Eve” 
won the New York Critics’ 
award as best pic of 1950 ard 
is leading contender for a Hol- 
lywood Academy “Oscar.” 
20th-Fox did not enter it in 
the judging at the Internation- 
al Film Festival here. Reason 
was disclosed this week. 

It was feared by State Dept. 
Officials that the story of a 
young film actress who is ruth- 
less in her ambition and will- 
ing to step on the necks of her 
benefactors in order to get 
ahead in the theatre might be 
censtrued as paralleling the 
career of Eva Peron, wife of 
the president of Argentina. 
Laiter lies just across the 
River Piate from Uruguay. 
Mme. Peron is a former ac- 
tress. : 








mer which would be produced by 


'Max Liebman, producer of their | 
video show. Milton Mound, attor- | 
‘ney repping both Caesar and Lieb- 


{man, returned last week from sev- 
eral Coast film conierences. 
While Dean Martin and Jerry 
Lewis were signed for pictures on 
; the basis of their nitery success, 
|Paramount nonetheless attributes 
| to their video work much of the 


top grosses being chalked up by 


| their current release, “At War 
|with the Army.” 
fared poorly in several test en- 
gagements under the title of 
“Goldbergs,” but Par attributed 
that to the possibility that audi- 
ences balked at paying to see a 
film featuring the same thing they 





video. So Par changed the title 
|to “Molly” but is still publicizing 
| the tie-in with the TV show. 

| Films, meanwhile, have pacted 
‘several actors originally spotted 
|by talent scouts on TV. Notable 
|}among these is Charlton Heston, 
|currently under contract to Hal 
Wallis. - — 


Par’s “Molly” , 


could see for free on their home. 


* ABC-TV is set to go into vidpic 


| production at its big studios in 
Hollywood (the former Vitagraph 
lot) this summer, pioneering in 
| production of tele films by a net- 
work. Web’s move may have a great 
| effect on the cinema capital if ABC 
can turn out quality TV pix at the 
low prices it is aiming for. 

Just how soon ‘the web can get 
its vidpic shooting under way de- 
pends on the unior situation. Like 
| all nets, it has labor agreements 
with AM and TV unions, and there 
may be everlapping jurisdiction in 
| some fields which could result in 
' disputes. ABC hopes to blaze a 
trail that will permit video chains 
to shoot celluloid in their own stu- 
| dios without arousing inter-union 
battles. 
| Web will also tackle the problem 
of a “realistic” pay scale for its 
TV pix, based on the more limited 
financial return for tele shows com- 
pared with theatrical features. 
| Point will be raised that the higher 
| pay for theatre pix workers results 
| from frequent layoffs and produc- 
| tion lags, while video will offer 
_ year-round work. Preliminary dis- 
cussions indicate that the screen 
unions may piay ball with the net- 
works, if steady work is guaranteed, 
Web reports favorable reaction 
from Coastites wanting Hollywood 
to make gains vs. New York as a 
teie centre. 

Alexander Stronach, ABC-TV 
program v.p., who with Coast TV 
topper Dick Moore is handling the 
project, said that network vidpic 
production will affect economies by 
utilizing the great pool of talent 
and technicians available on the 
Coast and by savings on overhead 


(Continued on page 63) 








left for the Coast over the week- | 


Int’l Harvester ‘Insulted’ 
At Threshing Machine 
Comparison to Kenton Band 


Detroit, March 6. 


Ed McKenzie, WJBK’s_ record- 
spinning “Jack the Bellboy,” is 
the instigztor of a fullscate bat- 
tle between Stan Kenton’s band 
‘and the International Harvester 
Co. Controversy began accidental- 
ily when the Bellboy, asked his 
frank opinion of Kenton’s music, 
remarked: “It sounds like a thresh- 
int machine.” 

The following day’s mail brought 
a protesting letter from Interna- 
tional Harvester, ma'zers of farm 
machinery. The let‘er exoresscd 
stron? resentment to “‘suca dero~a-. 
tory remarks in regard to our 
famed machines . We demand a 
public apology!” 

Then came hundreds oi ietters 
with opinions split evenly. So, the 
, Bellkoy got a recordings of a thresh- 
ing machine in operatio-, He spins 
that platter each Cay, followed by 
Kenton’s recording of “House of 
Strings.” 
| Yriter of the best letter com- 
, paring the two sounds will be 
| awarded. a radio. - - ici 








